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PREFACE. 


When  first  infected  with  the  fever  of  Angling, 
more  years  ago  than  I  care  to  count  up,  my  am- 
bition was  to  catch  every  species  of  freshwater 
fish,  from  the  minnow  up  to  the  salmon,  which 
inhabits  our  British  waters.  That  satisfied,  my 
next  desire  was  to  write  a  work,  which  should 
contain  within  one  volume  (as  far  as  might  be 
possible)  the  fullest  and  most  varied  information 
upon  angUng  generally,  in  every  branch  of  the  art, 
which  had  ever  been  published ;  and  with  this  re- 
solve I  commenced  collecting  the  matter  for  the 
present  work  nearly  twenty  years  ago.  Taken  up 
and  laid  aside  from  time  to  time,  little  by  little 
it  has  steadily  progressed  towards  completion,  so 
that  it  has  not  been  by  any  means  hastily  carried 
out,  whatever  the  result  may  be.  In  the  course 
of  that  period  of  time  I  have  taken  occasion  to 
visit  and  to  fish  nearly  every  river  of  note  in  the 
kingdom ;  niy  connection  with  'The  Field'  affording 
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me  peculiar  facilities  for  obtaining  permission  to 
fish  very  many  waters  which  are  closely  locked 
against  the  general  public ;  and  I  have  roamed 
England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland  over  to 
gather  fresh  knowledge,  and  to  put  it  into  a  practi- 
cal and  concentrated  form  for  the  use  of  my  readers. 

A  modem  work  on  general  Angli/ig  has  long 
been  much  needed  :  we  have  works  upon  fly-fish- 
ing, and  excellent  ones  too ;  we  have  good  works 
upon  spinning  and  trolHng  ;  we  have  few  modern 
works  upon  bottom-fishing  at  large,  for  Bailey's 
'  Instructor^'  a  capital  little  work  in  itself^  treats  on 
a  local  style  of  angling ;  and  we  have  no  modern 
book  upon  all  of  them  combined,  since  the  last 
book  of  any  note  of  that  sort,  which  is  Ephe- 
mera's 'Handbook,'  was  published  twenty  years 
ago,  and  angling  has  made  great  strides  in  the  last 
twenty  years. 

One  thing  the  student  may  rely  on,  viz.  all 
that  is  set  down  here  is  the  result  of  carefully 
conned  experience,  often  proved.  I  have  not 
entered  the  realms  of  fancy,  and  I  have  not  bor- 
rowed the  experience  of  others  as  though  it  were 
of  my  own,  and  of  my  own  origination.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  borrow  as  little  as  possible,  for  my 
creed  is,  that  if  a  person  has  not  got  his  subject 
thoroughly  within  his  own  experience,  it  is  of 
little  advantage  to  the  pubUc  for  him  to  write 
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about  it;  and  *  Mr.  So-and-so  says  this/  while  '  Mr. 
So-and-so  says  that/  and  '  Mr.  Somebody-eke  says 
the  other/  is  in  my  eyes  an  objectionable  way  of 
writing  a  book.  Where  I  have  been  obliged  to 
borrow,  I  have  striven  to  do  that  justice  to  others 
which  I  hope  to  have  done  to  myself.  The 
branch  in  which  I  have  been  the  most  compelled 
to  borrow  is  in  the  trout  flies.  The  reason  of 
this  is  obvious,  as  the  flies  on  which  the  trout 
feed  are  the  same  to-day  that  they  were  500 
years  ago,  and  perhaps  to  Mr.  Konalds' '  ily-fisher's 
Entomology'  I  am  the  largest  debtor,  and  a  better 
authority  one  could  not  borrow  from,  since  it  is 
by  far  the  best  work  that  has  ever  been  written 
on  the  subject.  In  inducting  the  tyro  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  art,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 
every  direction  and  information  as  clear  and  prac- 
tical as  possible.  This  work  is  intended  to  be  a 
useful  and  not  merely  a  decorative  one  :  thus,  the 
plates  are  not  for  the  sake  of  ornamentation,  but 
for  direction,  and  as  an  aid  to  the  student  of  tackle 
making  and  fly  tying.  Each  illustration  of  tackle 
is  really  needed,  and  the  flies  shown  are  not  a  mere 
selection  of  gorgeous  and  pretty  subjects,  or  I 
should  have  chosen  very  differently ;  but  each  fly 
is  a  specimen  of  some  separate  class  of  flies,  in 
which  a  special  peculiarity  of  manufacture  is 
evident. 
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I  have  to  thank  many  kind  friends  for  {assist- 
ance in  lending  tackle  and  flies  as  subjects  for  the 
engravings,  and  also  for  description,  as  wiU  be 
found  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

I  have  given  much  time  to  this  book,  but  I 
have  given  it  willingly,  for  it  was  indeed  and  in 
truth  a  labour  of  love.  Whether  the  angling 
pubUc,  to  whom  I  dedicate  it  (desiring  no  more 
potent  patron),  will  appreciate  my  labours  re- 
mains to  be  seen,  and  so,  without  further  apology 
— ^if  an  attempt  to  supply  a  long-felt  and  obvious 
want,  the  existence  of  which  few  persons  have 
been  in  a  position  to  know  and  feel  so  well  as 
myself,  be  thought  to  require  an  apology — ^into 
their  hands  I  commit  it- 
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CHAPTER  L 

BOTTOM-FISHING. 

THE    OBIOIN    OP    ANGUNG ^POND-FISHING — PUNT-FISHING ^BANK-FISHING — 

THE    GUDGEON — THE    POPE — THE     BLEAK — THE    BOACH — THE    BUDD — THE 
DACE — THE  CHUB — THE  BABBBL. 

The  art  of  Angling  is  a  very  ancient  one,  and  it  is  diflScnlt 
to  say  when  it  did  not  exist.  Indeed,  man  might  even 
and  doubtless  has  taken  a  lesson  from  Nature  herself.  For 
the  Angler  or  Fishing- frog  {Lophiua  piscatoriua)  has  for 
its  necessities  as  complete  a  rod,  line,  and  bait  appended  to 
its  nose,  and  uses  it  with  as  much  skill  in  decoying  within 
reach  of  its  voracious  maw  the  unwary  fish  who  are  de- 
ceived by  the  shining  appearance  of  the  filament  forming 
the  bait,  as  the  deftest  fly-fisher  amongst  his  human  imi- 
tators. The  fishing  parties  of  Antony  and  Cleopatra  will 
be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  schoolboy,  *  while  repre- 
sentations of  fish  and  fishing  have  been  found  upon  some  of 
the  oldest  tombs  and  most  venerable  remains  extant.     In 

♦  The  story  of  Antony  employing  divers  to  fasten  fish  on  to  his  hook  is, 
no  doubt,  a  singular  specimen  of  angling.  But  the  Chinese  may  be  said  to 
practise  the  plan  habitually.  The  rocks  and  stones  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
on  the  Chinese  coast  are  covered  with  small  shell-fish.  Two  men  go  out  to 
fish ;  one  holds  a  line  to  which  is  a  baited  hook  ;  the  other,  a  diver,  takes 
the  hook  and  a  hammer  and  dives  to  the  bottom,  and  there  he  begins  crack- 
ing and  knocking  to  pieces  the  masses  of  shell-fish.  The  fish  draw  round  to 
feed.  The  diver  selects  his  fish,  and  literally  thrusts  the  hook  into  its 
mouth,  and  his  friend  above  pulb  it  up. 
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every  community  in  savage  life,  too,  are  found  instruments 
of  angling ;  rude  enough,  but  suflSciently  effective  for  the 
wants  ot  those  employing  them ;  showing  the  various  arts 
used  in  fishing  to  have  been  of  primitive  and  universal 
invention. 

It  is  not,  however,  our  purpose  to  give  a  retrospect 
history  of  angling.  Our  business  lies  with  the  present, 
and  with  a  very  brief  notice  we  shall  dismiss  the  past. 

One  of  the  first  treatises  in  the  English  language  on 
angling  is  that  of  Dame  Juliana  Berners,  or  Barnes,  in  the 
Book  of  St.  Albans.  It  is  entitled  *  The  Art  of  Fysshynge 
with  an  Angle,'  and  was  published  in  1486.  There  were 
other  authors  who  added  to  the  stock  of  angling  literature, 
but  the  next  one  of  note  was  the  well-known  Isaac  Walton, 
who  wrote  ^The  Contemplative  Man's  Eecreation,'  and 
first  published  it  in  1653,  and  in  fifteen  years  it  ran 
through  five  editions.  Since  then,  with  the  additions  by 
Cotton  and  Venables,  the  book  has  run  through  more 
editions  than  perhaps  almost  any  book  ever  published. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present  the  number  of 
writers  upon  angling  matters  has  abounded  beyond 
measure,  and  the  literature  of  angling  is  one  of  the 
richest  branches  of  literature  we  have.  As  the  writers 
have  increased,  each  one  adding  his  particular  notion  or 
two  to  the  common  stock,  so  has  the  art  progressed 
towards  perfection,  and,  long  ere  this,  fish  would  have  be- 
come extinct,  but  that  nature  has  wisely  ordained  that,  as 
the  fishermen  become  learned  in  their  art,  the  fish  shall 
become  learned  also,  and  thus  hickory  and  horsehair,  gut 
and  steel,  are  robbed  of  a  portion  of  their  destructiveness ; 
and  although  our  dear  old  friend  and  father  Isaac,  no 
doubt,  would  form  a  most  agreeable  fishing  companion, 
we  question,  if  he  revisited  the  scenes  of  his  former  ex- 
ploits, with  the  same  tackle  he  used  then,  whether  he 
would  not  find  rather  more  difficidty  in  'pleasuring  some 
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poor  body '  with  the  contents  of  his  creel  than  he  was 
wont  to. 

The  art  of  angling,  as  pursued  in  the  present  day,  must 
be  divided  into  three  branches — Bottom,  Mid-water,  and 
Top,  or  surface-fishing.  The  first  comprehends  bait  and 
float-fishing  of  every  kind ;  the  second  spinning,  trolling, 
and  live-baiting ;  and  the  last,  daping  and  fishing  with 
the  artificial  fly.  As  the  first  has  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  followers,  owing  to  the  greater  facilities  offered 
for  its  pursuit,  we  shall  commence  with  that. 

Bottom-fishing  may  be  subdivided  into  still-water  and 
stream-fishing.  Still-water  is  usually  the  first  essay  of  the 
tyro,  and  with  that  we  shall  commence  our  instructions. 

Still-water  or  pond-fishing  may  be  practised  under 
various  circumstances,  and  the  tackle  used  must  depend 
upon  the  fish  to  be  fished  for.  The  fish  which  usually 
frequent  ponds  are  roach,  perch,  carp,  tench,  bream,  eels, 
and  jack.  The  tackle,  as  we  have  said,  must  depend 
much  upon  circumstances;  such  as  whether  the  pond  be 
shallow  or  deep,  clear  or  muddy,  much  fished,  or  the  re- 
verse, and  also  upon  the  kind  offish  the  angler  is  going  after. 
If  he  be  not  particular,  as  few  young  anglers  are,  we  will 
recommend  to  him  a  bait  and  tackle  which  all  pond-fish 
will  take,  and  even  the  jack  himself  will  take  at  times. 

Let  him  employ  a  good  long  bamboo  rod,  not  beyond 
his  strength.  It  is  always  advantageous  to  have  a  reel,  as  big 
fish  are  capricious,  and  sometimes  will  prefer  the  clumsy 
bait  of  the  tyro  to  the  neat  and  trimly  impaled  worm  of 
even  Mr.  Professor  himself;  a  gut  bottom  of  not  less  than 
two  yards;  a  light  cork  float  (Plate  II.  fig.  2),  carrying  four 
or  five  No.  1  shot,  the  last  of  which  should  be  a  good  foot 
firom  the  hook ;  his  hook  should  be  upon  rather  finer  gut 
than  the  line,  and  the  best  general  size  he  will  find  to  be 
about  No.  6,  7,  or  8,  it  does  not  matter  a  great  deal  which. 
If  there  be  many  roach  in  the  pond,  and  he  desires  to  take 
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them  chiefly,  perhaps  the  latter  size.  If  carp,  tench,  and 
perch,  then  the  former  is  best.  Let  him  plumb  the  depth 
accurately,  and  having  fixed  upon  a  nice  spot,  Tiear  weedsy 
but  quite  clear  of  them  at  the  bottom,  let  him  fix  his 
float  so  that  the  bait  may  just  touch  the  bottom,  not  swim 
in  mid-water.  His  hook  should  then  be  baited  with  a 
well-scoured  red  worm,  and  having  thrown  in  a  dozen  or 
so  of  bits  of  broken  worm  round  about  the  spot  he  is  going 
to  fish,  let  him  drop  his  bait  in  softly,  and  having  stuck  a 
forked  stick  into  the  bank  for  his  rod  to  rest  on,*  let  him 
lay  his  rod  down,  and  keep  out  of  sight,  until  he  has  a 
bite.  Pond-fish  always  bite  slowly,  and  give  ample  time 
before  they  move  away  with  the  bait  to  the  angler  to 
reach  his  rod  and  take  it  up.  While  his  rod  is,  as  it 
were,  fishing  for  itself,  he  will  do  well  to  look  out  for 
another  spot  near  his  own  ground,  to  which,  by  casting  a 
few  odd  broken  worms  or  gentles  from  time  to  time,  he 
can  allure  the  fish,  so  that  when  he  is  tired  of  his  present 
pitch,  he  can  go  to  another  already  baited.  Thus  he  will 
lose  no  time  in  his  fishing,  and  will  be  enabled,  by  work- 
ing from  spot  to  spot  like  this,  to  fish  over  a  good  deal  of 
the  ground  advantageously. 

The  above  is  the  best  plan  for  the  young  angler  to 
adopt.  If,  however,  he  intends  to  fish  for  any  particular 
fish,  he  will  find  the  method  of  angling  for  it  described 
under  the  head  of  that  fish. 

In  bottom-fishing  upon  streams  there  are  various 
methods  and  tackles  employed.  In  large  rivers  it  is  ad- 
visable to  use  a  boat  or  a  punt,  as  there  are  many  parts  of 
them  which  cannot  be  reached  by  fishing  from  the  bank. 
Of  this  we  shall  treat  hereafter.     At  present  we  shall  con- 

*  If  it  be  necessary  for  his  rod  to  extend  over  the  pond,  by  resting  the 
part  in  front  of  the  reel  on  the  fork,  and  by  pressing  the  part  behind  the 
reel  down  by  means  of  a  hooked  stick  forced  into  the  ground,  the  rod  can 
be  kept  in  position  and  out  of  the  water  easily. 
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fine  ourselves  simply  to  bottom-fishing  from  the  bank. 
The  first  point  the  angler  should  settle  is  the  choice  of  a 
swim,  and  having  once  decided  upon  this,  and  properly 
baited  it,  he  should  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  quit  it  for  another. 
First,  he  must  select  a  spot  where  there  is  the  best  ap- 
pearance of  fish.  He  may  see  the  fish  sailing  about  at  the 
bottom,  or  in  mid-water,  or  jumping  about  on  the  surface, 
in  which  case  he  will  not  have  much  diflBculty  in  deciding ;  • 
but  it  may  happen  that  the  water  is  deep  and  quiet,  and 
he  will  not  have  this  method  of  determining  upon  his  fish- 
ing ground.  Let  him,  then,  if  not  too  lazy,  get  up  very 
early  in  the  morning,  and  take  a  walk  by  the  river-side, 
and  soon  after  daybreak,  when  all  is  yet  quiet,  he  will  see 
the  fish  begin  to  break  the  water,  and  roach,  dace,  barbel, 
bream,  and  other  fish  will  jump  about,  or  put  up  their 
heads,  as  if  to  see  what  sort  of  a  day  it  is  to  be.  Let  him 
then  note  the  place  where  these  rises  are  the  thickest,  and 
choose  that  place.  The  angler  can  do  the  same  thing  late 
in  the  evening,  but  the  fish  do  not  as  a  general  rule  move 
nearly  so  freely  then  as  in  the  morning. 

If  he  has  no  means  of  obtaining  this  information,  and 
knows  not  whom  to  ask  which  are  the  recognised  swims, 
let  him  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  river  and  note  where 
the  grass  is  well  worn  by  the  long  dwelling  or  treading 
of  muddy  feet ;  and  let  him  look  out  for  traces  of  clay, 
bran,  or  other  dSbris  of  ground-baits,  which  are  usually 
suflSciently  visible  to  point  out  the  desirable  spot.  If 
none  of  these  serve,  then  he  must  rely  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment, choosing  a  swim  neither  too  deep  nor  too  shallow  as 
regards  the  water,  nor  too  swift  nor  sluggish  for  the  stream. 
The  neighbourhood  of  good  overhanging  banks  or  large 
bushes,  a  bank  of  weeds,  or  a  deep  hole,  to  form  harbours 
for  the  fish,  is  always  desirable.  The  ground  should  also 
be  as  level  and  free  from  obstructions  along  the  bottom  as 
possible.     Very  much  in  the  choice  of  a  swim  depends 
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Oil  the  fish  to  be  angled  for.  Dace,  gudgeon,  and  barbel 
like  rapid  and  moderately  deep  water.  Eoach,  perch,  and 
bream  like  deeper  and  quieter  water.  The  shape  of  the 
bodies  of  the  fish  forms  a  very  fair  criterion  to  judge  from 
in  this  respect.  Deep,  flat-made  fish  cannot  hold  the 
water  in  rapid  streams  so  well  as  the  sharper  and  more 
rounded  ones,  though  good  roach-fishing  will  at  times  be 
had  in  pretty  heavy  water. 

The  angler,  having  decided  upon  his  pitch,  should,  if  he 
can  manage  it,  bait  it  freely  some  twenty  hours  before  he 
intends  to  fish.  Not  an  hour  less,  for  many  a  day's  sport 
is  spoilt  by  the  swim  being  baited  the  very  night  before 
the  angler  is  going  to  fish,  and  when  he  comes,  on  the  next 
morning,  some  ten  hours  after,  the  chances  are  that  he  finds 
the  fish  have  only  just  done  feeding  upon  the  bait  he  threw 
in  the  night  before.  The  fish  are  then  full,  quite  indis- 
posed to  feed,  and  a  tame  faint  bite  or  two  alone  rewards 
him.  To  coax  the  fish  on,  he  then  puts  in  more  bait, 
which  extinguishes  every  shadow  of  a  chance  he  might 
have  had  of  fish  on  that  day,  and  after  an  hour  or  two 
with  scarcely  any  sport,  he  goes  away  disgusted  with  his  loss 
of  time  and  absence  of  sport  and  waste  of  bait,  when  he 
ought  only  to  blame  his  own  lack  of  judgment.  Suppose 
a  swim  well  baited  at  nine  overnight,  that  swim  ought  not 
to  be  fished  until  the  fish  are  quite  hungry  again,  and 
ready  to  feed,  which  will  not  be  until  about  three  or  four 
o'clock  on  the  ensuing  afternoon ;  and  when  the  fishing  is 
commenced  a  very  few  scraps  of  ground-bait  will  suffice  to 
bring  the  fish  on  and  to  keep  them  on  the  feed.  The 
angler  should  reflect  that  his  object  is  not  merely  to  gorge 
the  fish,  but  to  make  their  (gorge-ous)  qualities  serve  his 
purpose.  On  the  Thames,  for  example,  more  ground-bait  is 
often  wasted  and  thrown  away  in  one  day  than,  judiciously 
applied,  would  suffice  for  a  week's  sport. 

In  overnight  ground-baiting  a  pitch  the  method  depends 
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upon  the  bait  to  be  employed.  If  gentles  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, the  best  plan  is  to  enclose  them  in  a  ball  of  bran 
and  clay  mixed  up.  The  same  may  be  said  of  chopped 
worms.  Grreaves  or  scratchings  should  be  scalded,  broken 
small,  mixed  up  with  the  clay  or  not,  according  to  the 
stream.  Bran  with  bread,  rice,  boiled  wheat,  grains,  and 
such  baits  are  best  worked  up  with  it ;  while  cheese  should 
be  made  up  into  small  round  balls,  not  larger  than  marbles. 
But  for  the  baiting  while  fishing  it  is  best  to  cast  the 
worms,  &c.,  loose  without  any  clay,  merely  throwing  them 
up  above  the  swim,  so  far  that  they  may  find  ground  within 
it ;  and  here  let  the  angler  be  very  sure  that  he  does  this 
accurately,  as  much  depends  upon  it,  for  it  is  useless 
to  fish  in  one  place  when  the  ground-bait  is  in  another. 
Cheese  may  also  be  so  used,  and  gentles  likewise,  if  the 
stream  will  admit  of  it,  not  otherwise.  Bread,  rice,  pearl- 
barley,  barley-meal,  &c.,  should  be  worked  up  into  very 
small  balls,  about  the  size  of  a  plum,  upon  a  small  stone, 
or  with  such  other  matter  as  shall  cause  them  to  hold 
together  until  they  reach  the  bottom.  If  it  be  desired  to 
use  bran,  grains,  malt,  boiled  wheat,  or  such  baits,  if  the 
stream  be  at  all*  swift  they  should  be  worked  up  together 
with  some  of  the  above  baits  in  order  to  give  the  mass 
sufficient  coherence  to  carry  it  unbroken  to  the  bottom : 
meal  will  serve  well  for  this  purpose  if  it  be  well  kneaded. 
On  the  Norfolk  rivers  a  barley-meal  bolus  is  the  bait  for 
roach,  and  boiled  barley  for  bream. 

The  aim  while  fishing  should  be  to  distribute  and  disperse 
the  bait  as  much  and  as  soon  as  possible,  that  many  may 
get  a  taste,  but  few  a  surfeit,  which  latter  they  easily  do 
when  the  large  adhesive  clay  balls  are  used. 

If  it  be  not  convenient  to  the  angler  to  bait  a  swim  over- 
night, he  will  do  well,  if  possible,  to  pursue  the  same  plan 
as  is  recommended  in  pond-fishing,  viz.  of  baiting  two  or 
three  pitches,  stopping  in  each  only  so  long  as  the  fish 
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continue  biting ;  then  casting  in  a  little  bait  and  going  on 
to  the  next,  and  so  each  again  in  turn,  and  thus  he  will  most 
probably  get  the  most  sport  possible  at  the  least  expendi- 
ture of  time. 

The  pitch  having  been  properly  baited,  the  tackle  should 
be  suited  to  it.  The  float  should  be  proportioned  to  the 
depth  and  weight  of  the  water,  and  should  be  also  so 
weighted  that  it  should  sail  steadily  along,  carrying  the 
hook  just  touching  the  bottom  without  being  sucked  under 
by  the  whirl  of  the  stream,  and  about  from  one-half  to 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the  quill  showing  above  water. 

In  bank-fishing,  the  angler  should  never  be  without  a 
clearing  ring  (see  Plate  I.  fig.  4),  or  his  remissness  may 
result  in  his  strainmg  his  line  or  losing  it.  He  will  do  well, 
too,  to  have  one  of  those  ciu-ved  hook  knives  in  his  pocket 
which  he  may  screw  into  his  landing-handle  upon  an  occa- 
sion,  and  cut  a  weed  or  twig  to  wl^ich  his  tackle  may  be 
hooked,  which  otherwise  might  be  out  of  reach  and  might 
necessitate  a  breakage  ;  a  drag  with  a  coil  of  string  is  also 
serviceable  (see  Plate  I.  fig.  5).  These  things  are  often 
useful  and  take  up  very  little  room  in  carriage.  A  small 
triangular  fold-up  camp-stool  is  a  very  good  thing  too,  and 
saves  many  an  angler  from  incipient  rheumatism;  for 
though  a  scrap  of  waterproof  will  keep  off  damp,  it  is  no 
protection  from  cold.  This  also  goes  easily  with  the  rod  and 
weighs  but  a  trifle. 

In  bank-fishing  perfect  quietude  is  very  advisable,  and 
if  the  angler  desires  to  stamp  his  feet,  or  run  about,  or  in- 
dulge in  any  method  of  quickening  his  circulation,  it  is  very 
advisable  that  he  should  retire  at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  yards 
from  the  bank,  if  he  would  not  frighten  and  disturb  the 
fish.  At  his  first  adventy  in  particular,  he  must  be  very 
cautious,  as  the  bare  sight  of  his  figure  suddenly  moving 
about  on  the  bank  will  often  serve  to  frighten  away  fish 
within    several  yards ;    although  after  a  time  they  will 
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become  accustomed  to  and  endure  his  presence  if  he  re- 
mains still  and  quiet,  and  if  not  too  suddenly  disturbed 
at  first.  It  is  always  advisable  to  keep  well  out  of  sight 
as  much  as  possible  if  you  desire  successful  fishing ;  and 
the  angler  should  bear  this  in  mind,  that  anything  which 
comes  between  the  water  and  the  sky  frightens  the  fish 
instantly,  whereas  if  there  is  a  high  bank,  a  tree,  a  plan- 
tation, or  what  not,  at  the  angler's  back,  provided  he  does 
not  make  too  violent  motion  so  as  to  attract  attention,  he 
may  almost  see  the  fish  swallow  the  bait.  When  on  the 
bank,  too,  he  should  remember  to  let  his  motions  be  as 
little  lateral  as  possible. 

Punt  or  boat-fishing  diflfers  little  from  bank-fishing,  as 
regards  the  means  employed,  and  much  of  what  has  been 
set  down  as  regards  baiting' will  also  apply  to  punt-fishing. 
A  favourite  pitch  is  sought  out,  and  the  punt  or  boat  is 
usually  moored  across  the  stream  by  means  of  heavy  poles, 
shod  with  sharp  irons,  being  thrust  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  the  head  and  stern  of  the  punt  fastened  thereto. 
Sometimes,  however,  and  more  particularly  when  the 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing  is  employed,  the  punt  or  boat 
is  not  moored  across  the  stream,  but  is  moored  in  a  slanting 
direction  at  an  angle  of  about  40°  or  50**  with  the  direction 
of  the  current.  The  boil  and  bubble  created  by  the  ob- 
struction which  the  punt  causes  when  moored  across  is  thus 
avoided.  The  Nottingham  style  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

The  rods  used  in  bank  and  pimt  bottom-fishing  with  the 
float,  differ  considerably.  In  punt-fishing  the  rod  should 
be  light  and  handy,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  in 
length.  If  longer  than  this,  the  constant  striking  through  a 
long  day's  fishing  tires  the  arm.  Still  it  is  always  advisable 
for  the  angler  to  use  as  long  a  rod  as  he  can  conveniently 
manage,  as  it  gives  him  not  only  a  longer  swim  but  more 
power  over  it.  Bamboo  cane  is  the  most  usual  material 
employed.     Punt  rods  of  solid  wood  are  often  rather  too 
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heavy,  and  the  white  cane  too  Kght  for  the  work.  Many 
anglers,  however,  prefer  rods  made  of  soKd  wood,  as  they 
are  supposed  to  stand  heavy  work  better,  though  I  have 
not  found  that  they  do  so.  The  best  rod  to  stand  work  I 
ever  had,  was  a  single  stick  of  bamboo  without  joint  or 
ferrule  of  any  kind,  with  merely  a  spliced  top  lashed  to  it 
of  some  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  in  length.  I  have 
used  this  rod  for  twenty  years,  and  it  is  as  straight  as  ever 
it  was.     For  solid  rods  hickory  is  the  best  wood. 

For  bank-fishing  the  rod  should  be  longer  and  larger,  and 
it  is  seldom  the  custom  to  use  a  rod  of  less  than  fifteen  or 
sixteen  feet  in  length ;  while  on  the  Lea  and  elsewhere 
fishermen  use  rods  of  a  prodigious  and  unwieldy  length, 
sometimes  up  to  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  feet.  These, 
of  course,  from  their  great  length,  require  to  be  made  of 
very  light  material,  and  the  white  East  India  cane  is  most 
commonly  employed.  As  a  general  rule,  the  tackle  used  in 
bank-fishing  is  lighter,  and  the  point  of  the  rod  being  al- 
ways just  over  the  float,  and  usually  scarcely  a  foot  or  so 
from  it,  there  is  no  long  length  of  loose  line  on  the  water  to 
strike  up,  as  there  is  in  punt-fishing,  and  the  strike,  there- 
fore, when  there  is  a  bite,  is  much  lighter,  being  a  mere 
twitch ;  while  it  is  not  necessary,  as  in  punt-fishing,  to  strike 
at  the  end  of  every  swim.  The  wear  and  tear,  therefore,  is 
nothing  like  so  much  in  a  bank  as  in  a  punt  rod,  and  a 
lighter  material  can  be  employed.  For  it  is  astonishing 
what  a  difierence  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  rod-tops  the  ad- 
dition or  subtraction  of  a  dozen  or  so  of  shot  on  the  line 
makes.  For  example,  suppose  your  dozen  shot  weigh  only 
the  eighth  of  an  ounce.  Suppose  you  only  strike  sixty  times 
in  an  hour,  which  is  very  far  imder  the  mark,  and  suppose 
you  fish  a  good  day  of,  say,  twelve  hours.  The  addition  or 
subtraction  of  these  twelve  shot  will  have  given  your  fragile 
rod-top  eighty-four  ounces  more  or  eighty-four  ounces 
less  to  jerk  up  in  the  course  of  one  day.     It  will  be 


TACKLE   FOE  BOTTOM-FISHING.  11 

seeD,  then,  that  this  point  of  meting  the  weight  of  your 
tackle  as  near  as  possible  to  the  requirements  of  the  stream 
is  worthy  of  much  consideration.  I  have  often  seen  roach 
and  dace-fishers  fishing  in  an  easy  stream  with  great  heavy 
floats,  carrying  perhaps  near  half  an  ounce  of  shot,  when 
they  could  have  fished  it  with  a  porcupine  quill.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  the  extra  shot  make  a  splash  at  every 
strike,  and  they  are  so  thick  and  large  that  the  fish  can 
easily  discern  them,  so  that  they  alarm  one-half  and  all 
the  best  of  their  fish.  I  like  upright  rings  to  all  my 
bottom  rods,  finding  them  safe  and  more  convenient  to 
the  line. 

In  general  bottom-fishing  a  very  fine  gut  foot  line  is 
preferable  to  single  horsehair.  By  means  of  passing  the 
strand  of  gut  through  a  machine  and  so  reducing  it,  they 
have  been  enabled  to  bring  it  down  to  almost  any  fineness; 
far  finer,  indeed,  than  horsehair.  This  is  called  drawn 
gut,  but  if  the  angler  can  obtain  the  gut  of  sufficient 
fineness  in  its  natural  state,  i.e.  without  being  drawn,  it  is 
far  preferable,  much  stronger,  and  infinitely  more  durable; 
as  in  drawing  it,  the  hard  outside  surface  which  protects 
the  gut  is  shaved  oflF,  and  nothing  but  the  central  and 
pithy  part  is  left.  Drawn  gut  can  easily  be  distinguished 
firom  natural  gut  at  the  first  glance.  It  is  dull  in  colour 
instead  of  bright  and  shining,  and  when  in  the  coil  is  far 
less  springy  and  hard  if  bent.  It  soon  frays  away,  and  a 
very  few  times  of  using  rots  it,  whereas  a  really  good 
sound  undrawn  gut  line,  if  properly  used,  will  last  for 
months.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  always  to  get  really 
fine  imdrawn  gut  lines  of  first  quality,  and  the  undrawn 
gut,  which  can  be  had  of  any  fineness,  is  certainly  far  pre- 
ferable to  hair  in  point  of  strength.  Many  roach-fishers, 
however,  still  prefer  single  hair.  Now,  hair  has  this  ob- 
jection, viz.  it  is  so  elastic  that  whenever  you  strike  a  good 
fish  the  line  will  spring  to  such  a  degree  that  the  hook 
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often  fails  to  fix  itself  properly.  Added  to  whieli,  from 
the  lack  of  strength  and  the  liability  to  crack  at  knots, 
many  good  fish,  hooks,  and  much  time  are  lost  both  in 
playing  the  fish  and  in  repairing  losses.  Still,  as  I  have 
said,  many  excellent  fishers  (for  roach  particularly)  do 
employ  it,  and  it  certainly  is  a  very  pretty  bit  of  sport  to 
kill  a  pound  and  a  half  roach  in  a  nice  eddy  with  a  single 
hair.  Young  fishermen  should  always  go  through  a  course 
of  single-hair  fishing.  Nothing  contributes  to  give  them 
such  a  delicate  touch  and  such  an  accurate  perception  of 
the  exact  amount  of  strain  their  rods  and  tackles  will  bear 
as  fishipg  with  single  hair.  And  no  bottom-fisher  is  worth 
the  name  who  cannot  {if  his  fish  be  well  hooked  and 
tackle  sound)  kill  a  two-pound  roach  in  a  sharp  stream 
with  a  siugle  hair.*  Gut  should  be  stained  slightly  to  suit 
the  water,  and  a  very  pale  green  or  light  amber  are  the 
only  colours  ever  required.  It  is  the  custom  to  stain  gut 
of  a  deep  ink  blue,  but  this  colour  is  far  more  discernible 
in  the  water  than  the  plain  undyed  gut  is.  Grut  is  of  two 
sorts,  good  and  bad.  Good  gut  can  be  easily  told  by  either 
the  eye  or  the  touch.  Good  gut  should  be  round,  clear, 
bright,  hard,  even  in  size,  and  almost  colourless.  Bad  gut 
is  flat,  greasy,  dull,  raffy,  or  rough  and  frayed,  uneven  in 

*  I  have  killed  fish  of  six  and  seven  pounds  weight  with  a  single  hair,  and 
I  consider  the  greatest  feat  I  ever  accomplished  was  the  killing  of  a  barbel  of 
six  pounds  and  three-quarters,  which  was  hooked  foul  in  the  back  fin,  with  a 
single  hair  hook  and  line.  This  was  at  Hampton  Court  many  years  ago. 
The  fish  was  in  a  sharp  stream,  and,  although  he  never  made  a  very  long 
run,  he  kept  me  in  constant  work  for  three  hours  and  a  half.  I  hooked  the 
fish  on  a  November  evening  at  five  o'clock,  and  landed  it  at  half-past  eight, 
by  the  light  of  two  lanterns.  My  arm  got  so  tired,  after  a  time,  that  I  was 
obliged  tx)  hand  the  rod  to  my  companion,  who,  in  his  turn,  handed  it  to  the 
puntsman,  poor  old  Bill  Wisdom,  than  whom  no  better  fisherman  ever  punted 
on  the  Thames.  He  gave  the  rod  back  to  me,  and  both  he  and  my  friend, 
who  was  a  good  fisherman,  set  the  fish  at  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds 
weight.  So  greatly  was  this  fish's  power  increased  by  being  hooked  foul  in 
a  sharp  stream,  that  I  consider  it  almost  equal  to  killing  a  fish  of  that  size 
fairli/  hooked. 
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size,  and  of  a  green  tinge ;  indeed,  the  greener  it  is  the 
worse  it  is.  This  is  the  gut  that  is  chiefly  used  for  draw- 
ing purposes.  Bad  gut  may  often  be  had  for  a  little 
money,  but  it  is  never  cheap  to  the  angler.  When  not 
using  it,  always  as  much  as  possible  keep  your  gut  from 
the  light,  for  damp  hardly  rots  it  sooner  than  sunlight. 
The  best  reels  for  bottom-fishing  are  the  plain  reels  with 
a  hght  check.  Do  not  have  a  multiplier  even  at  a  gift. 
They  are  an  abomination.  In  using  hair  from  a  punt, 
unless  you  hold  the  line  loose  in  your  hand,  the  check 
will  be  almost  too  much,  and  a  plain  winch  is  prefer- 
able. Your  winch  should  hold  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  fine 
line.  This  running  or  reel  line  should  be  of  very  fine 
dressed  silk ;  undressed,  it  is  apt,  when  wet,  to  cling  about 
the  rod  and  rings,  and  it  also  rots  sooner.  (In  the  iNot- 
tingham  style  undressed  lines  are  required.)  Never  use 
any  mixture  of  horsehair  in  your  reel  line,  as  it  is  so  apt 
to  knot  and  tangle  that  it  is  always  catching  in  something. 
In  using  the  long  cane  rods  mentioned  above,  the  Lea 
fishers  do  not  often  use  a  reel  or  running  line  at  all,  but 
simply  fasten  their  lines  to  the  eye  of  the  rod-top. 
When  a  good  fish  is  hooked  they  play  him  for  a  time  with 
the  whole  rod,  which,  from  its  length,  enables  them  to 
follow  the  fish  and  keep  over  him  almost  anywhere  he  may 
chose  to  go.  As  he  becomes  more  tractable  they  unscrew 
and  drop  off  a  joint  or  two,  until,  having  him  almost  supine, 
half  the  rod  is  thus  dropped  and  the  fish  is  led  in  by  a  small 
light  rod  of  some  three  or  four  joints,  and  of  very  manage- 
able dimensions. 

Of  floats  for  stream-fishing,  I  have  before  said  they 
should  be  suited  to  the  water.  I  may  now  say  that  there 
are  several  sorts,  but  I  never  use  but  two.  For  heavy 
streams  cork  floats  of  various  weights,  and  tapering 
gradually  both  ways  to  the  ends  (the  longest  taper  below), 
and  for  light  streams  a  porcupine  quill.     These  two  can  be 
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had  of  any  size,  to  take  fifty  shot  or  five.  Floats  are  also 
made  of  quills,  tapered  and  fastened  up  in  lengths,  and 
heavily  varnished,  and  also  of  reeds  of  various  lengths, 
&c.,  &c. ;  but  although  they  are  very  pretty  to  look  at, 
they  do  not  stand  enough  wear  and  tear  for  my  money  (for 
floats  various,  see  Plate  II.).  Hooks  are  of  many  sorts 
and  sizes,  and  should  be  suited  to  the  fish  to  be  angled 
for.  The  best  size  for  ordinary  roach,  dace,  and  barbel- 
fishing,  whether  from  the  bank  or  punt,  is  that  which  will 
carry  one  or  two  gentles  well,  and  that  is  from  No.  7  to  10. 
There  are  a  great  variety  of  hooks — ^the  Limerick,  the 
Kirby,  the  sneck  bend,  and  the  round  bend.  The  first 
is  sometimes  used  for  bottom-fishing,  but  more  often  for 
fly-fishing.  The  barb  is  so  rank,  however,  that  it  often 
takes  some  time  to  unhook  the  fish. 

Of  the  other  patterns  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which  is  the 
best.  Tastes  vary  so  much  that  they  all  have  their  sup- 
porters. Some  like  the  sneck  bend,  and  some  the  round 
bend,  and  some  like  the  old  Kirby — some  modifica- 
tions of  one  or  the  other.  I  generally  use  a  hook  of  not 
quite  a  round  bend,  but  with  the  point  deflected  to 
the  side  a  little  (not  too  much),  and  bent  inwards  the 
least  trifle  in  the  world ;  and,  added  to  this,  I  do  not  hold 
with  the  shank  being  too  short.  It  is  a  great  fault.  The 
process  of  plumbing  is  simple,  but  often  requires  nicety. 
Some  fish  must  be  fished  for  just  off  or  touching  the 
bottom,  for  some  the  bait  must  drag-  In  Plate  I.  will  be 
seen  cuts  of  plummets,  solid  and  rolled.  Fix  one  on  the 
hook  and  drop  it  to  the  bottom ;  if  the  float  disappears, 
raise  it  up  the  line.  If  it  does  not  reach  the  water,  slide 
it  down  till  only  a  small  part  of  it  remains  above  water ; 
then  take  a  half  hitch  of  the  line  round  the  quill  to  secure 
it  and  put  on  the  cap. 

Having  now  given  an  account  of  general  bottom-fishing, 
I  shall  proceed  to  treat  of  the  various  fish  taken  by  this 
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means  in  order^  with  the  plans  and  baits  employed  in 
capturing  them,  beginning  with  the  easiest  of  the  angler's 
pursuits,  and  so  working  my  way  through  all  grades  until 
the  proud  position  of  M.  A. -ship,  or,  as  the  old  joke  has  it, 
of  Senior  Angler  is  reached. 


THE  GUDGEON  (Cyprinua  gobio,  Lms.). 

The  gudgeon  is  gregarious,  and  swims  in  large  shoals.  It 
is  a  lively  little  fish,  and  a  very  sharp  biter,  and  when  they 
are  feeding  well,  it  is  no  very  uncommon  thing  to  take  from 
five  to  six,  or  even  seven  dozen  in  one  pitch.  Tbe  gudgeon 
spawns  on  the  gravel  in  shallows  and  rapids  in  May.  The 
ova  soon  hatches,  and  the  young  fry  grow  rapidly,  and  by 
August  have  attained  the  length  of  an  inch.  A  gudgeon  of 
six  inches  is  a  good  size,  of  seven  of  unusual  size,  but  they 
seldom  attain  to  eight.  Gudgeon  bite  best  in  clear  water 
and  warm  weather  in  moderately  rapid  streams,  where  the 
water  ranges  from  eighteen  inches  to  three  feet  in  depth. 
In  order  to  attract  them  it  is  necessary  to  rake  up  the 
gravel  so  as  to  create  a  thick  water.  The  gudgeon  imme- 
diately flock  to  the  spot  in  order  to  feed  upon  the  small 
insects  and  worms  which  are  thus  exposed.  For  this  pur- 
pose a  heavy  iron  rake,  with  a  long  handle,  is  used.  The 
angler  then  fishes  over  the  raked  spot,  his  bait  just  trip- 
ping over  the  bottom.  A  light  cork  float  and  a  No.  10 
hook  are  advisable,  while  for  bait  it  feeds  upon  gentles, 
or  any  small  grub,  and  worms ;  but  nothing  can  com- 
pare in  point  of  attraction  to  a  small  fragment  of  red 
worm,  or,  as  it  is  called  on  the  Trent,  the  cockspur.  This 
they  keep  on  biting  at  until  hardly  a  scrap  is  left,  and 
often  ten  or  a  dozen  fish  may  be  taken  with  the  same 
worm.  So  bold  is  the  bite  that  the  float  plumps  down 
under  water,  and  the  fisherman  has  little  more  to  do  than 
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to  pull  up,  no  matter  how,  to  catch  the  fish,  though  a 
sharp  upward  stroke  of  the  rod,  the  wrist  and  forearm  be- 
ing suddenly  jerked  up  to  produce  it,  is  desirable.  The 
elbow  should  be  kept  close  to  the  side,  and  the  rod  held 
lightly  in  the  hand.  For  the  reason  that  the  fish  require 
so  little  skill  to  take  them,  gudgeon-fishing  has  always 
been  a  favourite  pursuit  with  the  fair  sex.  I  feel  that  I 
might  be  sarcastic  here,  and  draw  morals  of  divers  kinds. 
But  I  refrain,  for  I  have  enjoyed  many  a  day's  gudgeon- 
fishing  in  the  fairest  of  fair  company  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  I  am  grateful  even  for  the  recollection ; 
and  let  me  tell  you,  young  fisherman,  that  it  is  a  mighty 
dangerous  occupation  to  your  peace  of  mind;  while  to  the 
angler  of  maturer  years,  gudgeon-fishing  on  the  bosom  of 
old  Thames,  with  a  chosen  friend,  a  cold  pigeon-pie,  a 
bottle  of  sparkling  sherry,  unlimited  seltzer  cooling  in  the 
well,  a  fine  warm  day,  and  a  case  of  fragrant  Cabanas,  is 
not  to  be  despised  by  any  means.  But  revenons  a 
no8  goujona.  When  the  fish  begin  to  slacken  in  their 
biting,  the  rake  must  be  used  again,  and  they  will  renew 
their  attentions;  sometimes  even  a  third  raking  will 
answer  if  the  fish  round  the  spot  are  very  plentiful,  but 
more  often  two  applications  of  the  rake  will  be  found  suf- 
ficient. Gudgeon,  however,  not  only  thrive  in  running 
streams;  they  thrive  well  in  ponds.  I  once  threw  the 
contents  of  my  bait-can  into  a  dirty  horse-pond,  and  the 
gudgeons  bred  in  it  and  did  well  there,  and  lived  in  it  for 
years,  furnishing  me  with  bait  upon  emergencies.  Indeed, 
the  water  must  be  very  foul  indeed  which  a  gudgeon  will  not 
be  able  to  exist  in.  The  gudgeon  is  a  most  agreeable  ac- 
quaintance at  the  breakfast  table.  There  is  a  crispness 
and  piquancy  about  his  discussion,  when  duly  fried  and 
neatly  served,  which  is  highly  gratifying.  While  fishing 
for  them,  the  young  angler  is  apt  to  pull  up  a  fish  some- 
what similar  in  appearance  at  the  first  glance,  and  this  is 
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THE   POPE  OR  BUFFE   (Peroa  cemua). 

The  pope  is  of  the  perch  family,  having  the  distinctive 
sharp  spinous  dorsal  fin  of  the  perch.  It  spawns  in  April, 
laying  its  spawn  among  the  roots  and  fibres  of  water 
plants.  It  takes  freely  the  same  baits  as  the  gudgeon, 
and  should  there  be  a  deepish  slack  eddy  by  the  side  of 
your  gudgeon  swim,  and  near  weeds  or  boughs,  there  you 
will  most  probably  take  pope.  It  is  hardly  worth  notice 
for  the  table,  but  what  little  flesh  there  is  on  it  is  fully  as 
sweet  and  palatable  as  that  of  the  gudgeon.  It  bites 
quite  as  boldly  as  the  gudgeon,  and  forms  quite  a  desir- 
able prey  for  the  young  angler.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
quite  unknown  to  the  ancients,  and  was  first  discovered  in 
England  by  the  learned  Dr.  Caius,  the  founder  of  Caius 
College,  Cambridge,  who  flourished  about  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  being  physician  to  Edward  VI.,  and 
the  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

THE  BLEAK  {Cyprinus  aUnemus) 

is  a  Uvely  gregarious  little  fish,  and  is  very  delicate  eating 
when  cooked  after  the  same  fashion  as  sprats  are,  which 
fish  it  rather  resembles  in  appearance.  They  abound  in 
many  rivers,  and,  though  not  much  of  a  quarry  for  the 
angler,  they  may  be  taken  by  whipping  a  gentle  or  a  small 
fly  on  the  top  of  the  water,  or  by  using  a  light  quill  float, 
with  a  scrap  of  worm  or  a  gentle  on  a  small  hook,  some 
ten  or  fifteen  inches  under  the  surface.  The  neighbour- 
hood of  an  outflowing  drain  is  always  a  great  spot  for 
bleak,  and  the  more  filth  that  exudes  from  it  the  more 
attractive  it  is.  Quick  striking  is  the  order  of  the  day,  as 
they  are  very  sharp  and  active.  •  The  bleak,  from  its 
brightness,  makes  a  capital  bait  to  spin  for  trout  and  jack 
with,  but  it  is  tender  on  the  hooks,  and  soon  wears  out 
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The  scales  formerly  fetched  a  high  price  from  the  artificial 
pearl-makers,  for  the  nacre  on  them.  It  spawns  usually 
in  the  month  of  May.  It  delights  in  warm  summer 
weather,  when  the  surface  of  the  water  is  often  dotted  all 
over  with  their  risings.  In  winter  they  do  not  show  so 
much,  but  get  nearer  the  bottom,  and  are  much  less  active. 


THE   ROACH   (Cyprinus  ruHkts). 

The  roach  is  a  gregarious  fish,  abounding  in  most  of 
our  rivers,  ponds,  and  lakes.  It  feeds  upon  weeds,  worms, 
grubs,  flies,  and  insects  of  various  kinds,  while  it  will  also 
feed  greedily  upon  farinaceous  matters,  as  bread,  bran, 
boiled  wheat,  grains,  &c.  Boach  spawn  about  the  end  of 
May,  after  which  they  shelter  a  good  deal  in  deep  holes, 
or  in  the  thick  weed,  living  upon  the  weed  and  the  insects 
found  among  it,  until  the  weeds  begin  to  turn  sour  with 
the  earlier  frosts  of  autumn,  when  they  take  rather  more 
to  the  open  streams.  At  this  time,  when,  as  it  is  termed, 
^the  weed  is  out  of  them,'  they  are  in  their  very  best 
condition,  the  slimy  coat  they  wore  among  the  weed  being 
o€f  them,  and  their  scales  hard  and  bright  as  silver,  and  the 
fins  clear  and  rosy.  Boach  seldom  much  exceed  two  pounds 
in  weight  in  any  of  the  waters  about  London.  They  have 
been  taken  of  three  pounds  weight  in  waters  which  are  not 
often  fished,  and  Pennant  mentions  one  of  five  pounds;  but 
a  roach  of  two  and  a  half  pounds  would  be  held  by  any 
London  angler— -and  they  are  the  chief  and  best  roach- 
fishers — to  be  a  most  unusual  prize ;  for  what  the  trout  is 
to  the  country  gentleman  the  roach  is  to  the  Londoner ;  and 
the  Thames,  Lea,  and  Colne  are  eagerly  sought  by  shoals  of 
roach-fishers  every  day  in  the  week  from  June  to  Decem- 
ber, and  under  such  wholesale,  regular,  and  systematic  per- 
secution, there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  stock  of  ^doc2  roach 
must  diminish.     The  process,  however,  can  hardly  be  other 
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than  a  slow  one  when  one  considers  the  large  roe  and  the 
wonderful  fecundity  of  the  roach.  I  am  not  in  possession 
of  any  actual  facts  by  experiment  as  regards  the  rate  of 
growth  of  the  roach,  but  I  should  conceive  a  half-pound 
roach,  under  a  fair  proportion  of  feeding,  &c.,  to  be  a 
fourth  year's  fish;  and,  had  I  my  will,  none  but  half- 
pound  fish,  or  thereabouts,  should  be  taken.  Eoach-fish- 
ing  is  very  pretty  sport,  requiring  the  exercise  of  much 
skill,  patience,  quickness  of  apprehension,  and  ingenuity, 
combined  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
fish.  No  greater  mistake  can  be  made  than  to  fancy  the 
roach  is  so  simple  a  fish.  When  he  is  half-starved,  and 
seldom  fished  for,  he  is  no  doubt  easy  to  capture,  but 
when  he  is  well  fed,  and  sees  many  rods,  he  becomes 
amazingly  shy  of  the  hook.  I  am  the  tenant  of  a  por- 
tion of  a  river  in  which  thousands  of  splendid  roach  may 
be  seen  in  great  shoals.  I  have  tried  them  by  every  con- 
ceivable kind  of  baiting  for  two  or  three  years,  both  in  fair 
and  foul  weather,  and  fair  and  foul  water,  but  I  have 
never  succeeded  in  taking  more  than  three  or  four  at  the 
•  same  time,  and  those  I  took  one  evening  with  very  fine 
Nottingham  tackle,  striking  them  at  least  fifty  yards  off. 
I  have  also  had  some  of  the  best  roach-fishers  in  London 
down  to  try  them,  and  they  have  had  no  better  success. 
But  this  is  rather  an  exceptional  case ;  and,  seated  on  a 
stump,  under  the  shade  of  an  old  pollard  willow,  by  some 
deep  quiet  hole  on  the  Lea  or  Colne,  the  fisherman  may 
enjoy  agreeable  sport,  and  dream  or  moralise  to  his  heart's 
content,  as  did  dear  old  Father  Isaac  in  days  of  yore. 
Here  be  the  eddy  he  loved,  and  there  the  bunch  of  water 
flags,  and  yonder  the  honeysuckle  hedge,  but  little  changed 
these  two  hundred  years  or  so. 

The  means  usually  pursued  in  roach-fishing  have  already 
been  described  in  bank  and  punt-fishing.  The  rods  and 
tackles  are  such  as  they  are  there  set  down.     The  hook, 
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if  the  water  be  full  and  the  fish  biting  freely,  should  be  a 
No.  9,  to  carry  two  gentles.  If  the  water  be  very  clear, 
and  the  fish  shy,  a  No.  10  hook,  to  take  only  one  gentle, 
will  be  found  preferable.  Two  dead  gentles,  jammed 
together  in  the  fashion  in  which  the  hook  is  usually  baited, 
are  not  a  common  spectacle  to  the  fish  when  the  angler  is 
using  gentles  as  ground-bait,  and  they  are  therefore  rather 
liable  to  challenge  suspicion  than  otherwise.  In  roach- 
fishing,  it  is  very  customary  with  some  anglers  to  use  the 
short-shanked  hooks  I  have  spoken  of  previously,  but 
they  are  bad  hooks  for  striking,  and  do  not  strike  true  on 
the  point  of  the  hook.  Let  the  angler  take  one,  fix  the 
point  of  the  hook  against  any  substance,  and  then  pull  the 
gut,  and  see  what  ensues.  Let  him  note  the  angle  formed 
by  the  hook  and  gut,  and  indirect  action  of  the  point,  and 
he  will  recognise  the  justice  of  my  remark.  By  lengthen- 
ing the  shank  slightly,  the  evil  is  mitigated. 

In  fishing  with  gentles  it  is  very  common  to  find  the 
gentles  blown  by  the  fish  up  the  shank  of  the  hook,  and 
often  an  inch  or  two  up  the  gut.  Now,  when  you  are 
using  very  fine  gut,  to  have  to  tear  the  gentle  off  it  time  , 
after  time  is  calculated  to  wear  and  fray  the  gut,  which, 
as  it  is  often  drawn  gut,  is  especially  liable  to  such  injury  ; 
and  when  one  is  using  two  gentles,  the  one  blown  up  is 
usually  comparatively  uninjured,  and  might  be  drawn  back 
on  the  hook  with  advantage,  the  gentle  at  the  point  being 
the  only  one  renewed.  A  good  deal  of  trouble  in  rebait- 
ing  is  thus  often  saved,  which  in  very  cold  weather,  and 
when  the  fish  are  biting  rapidly,  is  very  desirable.  To 
facilitate  the  return  of  the  gentle,  it  is  advisable  to  take 
two  or  three  turns  of  the  tying  silk  on  the  gut  above  the 
shank,  and  this  also  preserves  the  gut  at  the  very  point  it 
is  mpst  liable  to  injury.  The  constant  wear  and  tear  of 
the  bindiug  in  roach  hooks,  renders  it  necessary  that  the 
tying  should  be  well  varnished,  and  that  the  hooks  should 
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be  prepared  some  time  before  use,  that  the  varnish  may  be 
thoroughly  dry,  hard,  and  impenetrable.  Always  use  the 
very  neatest  tackle  which  you  can  afford  for  roach.  Let 
your  gut  be  of  the  finest,  and  delicately  stained  of  a  pale 
olive-green  weed  colour,  your  shot  be  as  unobtrusive,  and 
the  float  as  light  as  possible.  Some  prefer  single  hair,  and 
I  do  not  object  to  it  if  they  do  prefer  it ;  but  I  think  it 
should  be  used  where  you  only  expect  to  take  roach,  and 
in  dull  streams  and  eddies,  or  when  bank-fishing.  In  a 
sharp  stream  from  a  punt,  or  where  you  may  expect  barbel, 
I  do  not  recommend  it.  It  may  show  sport,  but  to  waste 
half  an  hour  over  a  one-pound  barbel,  when  the  roach  are 
well  on,  does  not  suit  my  views ;  while  a  small  fish  will 
often  smash  it  in  the  strike  when  aided  by  the  length  of 
line,  the  weight  of  tackle,  and  a  sharp  stream. 

The  best  hook-baits  for  roach  are,  as  I  have  intimated, 
first,  gentles  or  maggots.  Those  blown  on  bullock's  liver, 
which  are  shiny  and  yellow,  are  the  best  by  far.  Often 
when  using  them,  the  roach,  not  being  hungry,  want  a  little 
coaxing  or  variety.  When  you  think  this  is  the  case,  in- 
stead of  two  gentles  use  one,  and  point  your  hook  with  a 
chrysalis.  But  you  must  strike  lightly  when  fishing  with 
chrysalis,  or  you  will  have  to  bait  afresh  every  swim.  It 
will  frequently  happen,  too,  when  fishing  with  gentles,  that 
the  roach,  not  being  very  hungry,  are  shy,  and  will  keep  on 
biting  and  nibbling,  and  a  scene  of  pricking,  losing, 
scratching,  and  abortive  striking  takes  place,  in  which  your 
two  gentles  become  time  after  time  mere  transparent  skins, 
and  your  fish  do  not  come  to  hand.  When  this  is  the  case, 
I  have  nibbled  them  in  turn  by  using  a  small  No.  1 1  hook, 
and  just  taking  enough  of  the  skin  on  the  hook  to  attach 
the  gentle  to  the  hook  without  killing  it  (hook  on  by  the 
thick  skin  at  the  but  or  thick  end  of  the  gentle),  and  then 
let  it  go  down  the  swim  twirling  about  alive,  and  you  will 
often  get  ten   or  a  dozen  good  fish  running — if  you  do 
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not  lose  one  or  two  before  they  find  out  their  mistake ; 
perhaps  then  they  will  take  to  pulling  your  gentle  off,  or, 
as  before,  squeezing  out  the  intestines,  carefully  avoiding 
the  hook  meanwhile.  Then  must  you  string  the  gentle 
on  to  the  hook  bodily,  passing  the  hook  into  the  thick  end, 
and  the  point  coming  out  at  the  small  end  or  head,  and 
thus  you  may  delude  a  few  more.  Ofttimes,  too,  when 
they  find  that  on  the  ground-bait  is  rather  a  wann  neigh- 
bourhood^ or  when  perhaps  they  may  see  the  punt  too 
clearly,  they  will  remain  below  the  ground-bait,  catching 
the  atoms  as  they  sail  by.  The  best  fish  nearly  always  do 
this,  and  rest  quite  at  the  end  of  the  swim.  Then  pitch 
your  ground-bait  a  good  way  off  down  the  swim.  Let  out 
a  few  yards  extra  of  line  and  fish  farther  off,  and  you  will 
often  get  sport  in  that  way  when  the  fish  will  scarcely 
bite 'at  all  close  to  the  boat.  All  these  dodges,  and  any 
more  which  may  suggest  themselves  to  the  angler,  should 
be  employed  when  the  fish  are  biting  shyly.  A  change  of 
bait  will  often  procure  a  fish  or  two,  and  should  never  be 
neglected.  In  fact,  a  judicious  dodging  backwards  and 
forwards  in  this  respect  will  be  found  highly  necessary  to 
tickle  the  jaded  appetites  of  the  well-fed  aldermanic  roach, 
and  by  one  means  or  the  other  something  like  a  take  may 
generally  be  made,  provided  the  fish  are  there*  Many 
of  the  above  plans,  it  will  be  seen,  are  equally  feasible  in 
bank-fishing.  The  following  plan  is  an  ingenious  one ;  it 
was  communicated  to  me  by  an  old  roach-fisher  who  de- 
clared it  to  be  a  great  patent.  I  have  never  tried  it  myself, 
but  the  angler  can  do  so  if  he  chooses : — 

It  often  happens  that  when  the  water  is  clear  and  low 

*  Anyone  can  catch  some  roach  when  the  big  fellows  are  sucking  down 
the  float  quietly  at  every  swim,  just  under  the  rod  point,  and  when  you 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  strike  and  hook  a  fish ;  but  the  artist  in  roach- 
fishing  alone  will  make  fair  bag  on  an  indifferent  day.  The  above  hints 
are,  of  course,  unnecessaiy  save  for  the  tyro. 
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the  fish  are  diflScult  to  attract,  whereas,  if  you  could  dis- 
colour the  water  a  little,  you  would  not  only  coax  the  fish 
to  come  to  your  swim  but  would  induce  them  to  take  well. 
The  readiest  means  it  would  seem  is  a  rake,  but  however 
attractive  this  may  be  to  small  fry,  it  does  not  suit  good 
roach.  Get  a  tube  shaped  like  a  trumpet  or  a  post-horn, 
or  get  a  common  funnel  with  a  large  tube.  Then  get  three 
or  four  lengths  of  zinc  or  tin  pipe,  which  will  fit  into  each 
other  in  joints  like  ferrules,  of  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches 
each  in  length,  screw  on  a  sufficient  number  of  these  to 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  water.  Tie  a  stone  or  weight  on 
to  the  small  end,  sufficient  to  sink  it  to  the  bottom,  and 
keep  it  steady.  Then  thrust  it  overboard  to  the  bottom 
of  the  water,  the  funnel  remaining  above  the  water,  and 
handy  to  you.  Have  a  tub  near,  in  which  mix  up  some 
clay  or  mould  with  bran  and  plenty  of  water.  Stir  it  up 
until  it  becomes  thick  slush.  Then  take  a  half-pint  mug 
full  of  this  liquid  and  pour  it  into  the  funnel.  This  rises 
slowly  from  the  lower  end  of  the  tube  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  and  thickens  it  for  two  or  three  minutes,  quite 
sufficiently  to  attract  the  fish  and  set  them  biting,  while  it 
does  not  fill  their  bellies  like  ground-bait.  Dropping  your 
hook-bait  into  the  muddy  stream,  let  it  follow  it  down,  and 
you  will  be  likely  to  get  a  bite  or  two.  You  can  renew 
the  colouring  matter  about  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  and, 
said  my  informant,  ^  no  matter  how  low  or  bright  the  water, 
you  will  get  sport  when  none  of  the  boats  or  fishermen 
near  you  will  perhaps  be  able  to  get  any.' 

Among  other  baits  much  favoured  by  roach  are  creed 
malty  boiled  wheat ;  it  must  be  boiled  until  it  cracks,  which 
takes  a  couple  of  hours.  Grreen  wheat  in  the  milky  state' is 
a  very  good  bait  in  some  places ;  it  lasts  but  a  short  time, 
however.  Pearl  barley,  which  answers  the  same  pur- 
pose, is  a  favourite  bait ;  it  should  be  boiled  till  soft,  but 
not  too  soft.     It  sticks  on  the  hooks  nearly  as  well  as 


24  BAlTS.      SINKING  AND  DRAWING. 

gentles.  Plain  paste  (see  bait  table)  is  an  excellent  bait 
for  roach,  and  usually  comes  into  favour  as  gentles  go  out. 
A  piece  of  the  size  of  a  big  pea  should  be  put  on  the 
hooky  and  the  angler  should  be  careful  not  to  strike  too 
violently,  or  he  will  constantly  have  to  renew  his  bait. 
Some  mix  a  little  wool  with  the  paste  to  make  it  stay 
better  on  the  hook,  and  it  answers  the  purpose  pretty  welL 
It  is  best  used  in  eddies  and  slow  streams.  The  red  worm 
is  a  tolerably  good  bait  also  for  roach,  particularly  in  thick 
water,  where  the  fish  may  have  been  feeding  on  worms,  and 
the  large  roach  will  often  take  the  tail  of  a  lob  worm  sufl&- 
ciently  ravenously.  Caddis  bait  is  also  a  favourite  bait  with 
roach,  but  it  is  a  bad  substitute  for  gentles.  The  diminu- 
tive bloodworms,  found  in  the  muddy  deposit  at  the  bottom 
of  stagnant  waters,  is  held  to  be  a  great  attraction  for  roach, 
but  it  requires  a  fine  hook  and  great  care  to  bait  it  well. 

SINKING  AND  DRAWING. 

Sinking  and  drawing  with  a  large  blow-fly  on  a  small 
hook,  and  a  single  large  shot,  is  a  killing  way  in  warm 
weather.  It  is,  too,  a  scientific  way,  as  the  angler  has  to 
trust  a  good  deal  to  the  sense  of  feeling  for  knowing  when 
he  has  a  bite,  as  no  float  is  used  and  the  bait  is  often 
several  inches  under  water.  The  method  is  to  let  out  some 
ten  or  twelve  yards  of  light  silk  line,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  some  six  feet  of  fine  gut  with  a  small  hook  baited  with- a 
large  blow-fly  or  a  wasp-grub,  or  even  a  gentle  may  be  used 
in  the  same  way,  and  about  a  foot  above  this  a  shot  or  two, 
according  to  the  strength  of  the  stream.  Let  the  bait  sink 
almost  to  mid-water  by  dropping  the  point  of  the  rod,  and 
then  draw  it  to  the  top  by  raising  the  point,  and  so  keep 
on  falling  and  raising  the  point  of  the  rod  alternately,  gra- 
dually following  your  bait  down  stream  :  strike  gently  but 
quickly  at  the  least  symptom  of  a  bite  or  a  touch.     In 
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this  way  you  will  also  kill  dace  and  sometimes  perch,  and 
occasionally  a  trout.  You  may  also  take  roach,  and  good 
ones  by  fly-fishing.  Indeed,  in  some  waters,  excellent 
sport  may  be  had  with  the  artificial  fly.  An  imitation  of 
a  bluebottle  or  a  common  red  or  black  palmer,  with  a 
pair  of  wings  of  starling  feather  added  to  it,  is  a  good  fly. 
Dress  it  on  a  No.  8  hook.  It  will  be  all  the  more  attrac- 
tive if  the  hook  be  pointed  with  a  gentle  or  a  little  bit  of 
stringy  bacon  skin  of  the  size  of  a  gentle.  In  default  of 
this,  a  small  piece  of  white  kid  or  wash-leather  does  well. 
As  a  rule,  roach  do  not  take  fly  well  upon  the  Thames, 
though  I  have  seen  them  at  special  times  feeding  vora- 
ciously on  flies.  One  warm  day,  in  October  1860,  the  ant 
fly  was  swarming  in  the  air,  and  the  water  was  thronged 
with  it.  I  was  fishing  at  Hampton,  and  every  roach  in  the 
river  was  feeding  most  greedily  on  them,  and  on  enquiry 
I  found  that  the  same  thing  had  been  noticed  at  Twicken- 
ham and  elsewhere. 

Large  roach  are  often  taken  also  with  the  lob  worm 
when  barbel-fishing.  The  ground-baits  for  roach  are  as 
various  as  the  hook-bait«.  In  still  streams  and  quiet  eddies 
these  should  be  scattered  loosely  in,  without  any  admix- 
ture of  clay  or  any  sinking  matter,  but  the  angler  in  doing 
so  must  always  calculate  whereabouts  his  bait  is  likely  to 
ground,  and  fish  there ;  for  if  he  baits  in  one  place,  and 
fishes  a  few  yards  off  it,  his  ground-bait  will  do  him  more 
harm  than  no  bait  at  all  would :  never  overbaU  roach,  a 
very  little  bait  will  draw  them  together,  and  a  few  scraps 
occasionally  will  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  keep  them  on 
the  watch.  The  angler  wants  to  keep  them  hungry  and 
expectant,  not  to  fill  their  bellies ;  and  therefore  a  little 
scattered  over  a  space  where  all  can  get  at  it,  is  better 
than  a  mass  where  only  two  or  three  can  plunge  their  noses 
into  it,  and  succeed  in  gorging  themselves.  For  this  purpose 
there  is  no  plan  so  absurd,  so  literally  destructive  of  sport. 
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as  that  pursued  by  the  majority  of  Thames  fishermen,  with 
their  huge  piles  of  puddings  of  clay,  bran,  gentles,  greaves, 
bread,  and  what  not ;  an  occasional  ball  or  two  mixed  up 
with  clay,  of  about  the  size  of  a  plum,  is  useful  to  keep 
the  ground  baited  as  it  were.  This  is  a  very  diflferent  thing 
from  casting  in  five  or  ten  at  a  time,  as  big  as  large  oranges. 
For  casting  in  loose,  in  eddies,  either  gentles,  pounded 
greaves,  or  chopped  worms,  may  be  used ;  these  baits  are 
likely  to  attract  barbel  to  the  swim  also ;  or  any  of  the 
above-named  hook-baits,  as  bran  (wetted)  with  ground 
barley,  boiled  wheat,  grains,  or  rice  boiled.  Some  folks 
use  bread,  but  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  like  this  plan ;  it 
goes  entirely  against  my  grain  to  take  a  half-quartern  loaf 
and  cast  it  to  the  fishes,  it  smacks  too  much  of  *  taking  the 
children's  bread  and  casting  it  to  the  dogs,'  and  seems  to 
me  too  wholesale  a  waste.  When  used  it  is  soaked,  and 
squeezed  up  with  the  bran ;  but  a  handful  or  two  of  refuse 
rice  is  a  much  better  and  handier  bait.  It  is  a  very  good 
plan  to  damp  the  bran  slightly,  and  mixing  with  a  handful 
or  two  of  pollard  or  meal  and  a  little  rice,  to  squeeze  it,  and 
work  it  lightly  together  over  a  small  pebble  into  balls 
about  the  size  of  large  plums.  This  can  be  used  instead  of 
the  clay  bait,  when  the  stream  is  only  moderately  rapid ;  it 
breaks  directly  it  touches  the  bottom,  and  scatters  all  over 
the  swim ;  but  as  it  is  soon  swept  away,  a  small  ball  now  and 
then  of  clay,  as  recommended  above,  is  advisable.  If  fishing 
with  paste,  a  few  pellets  thrown  in  now  and  then  near  the 
float,  will  be  found  advisable.  Some  anglers  use  bullocks' 
brains  as  a  ground-bait ;  but  as  it  seems  it  is  necessary  to 
chew  them  raw — a  process  my  gorge  rises  at  the  thought 
of — I  have  never  tried  them.  In  the  midland  counties, 
however,  particularly  on  the  Trent,  the  bait  is  in  great 
request.  But  if  gentles,  greaves,  worms,  pearl  barley,  rice, 
and  paste  fail,  the  angler  may  very  reasonably  give  it  up. 
Although  roach  are  not  supposed  to  be  fish-eaters,  I  have 
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often  seen  and  heard  of  their  rmining  at  and  taking 
a  spinning  bait;  but  I  look  upon  such  facts  as  mere 
aberrations. 

THE  RUDD 

is  a  widely  distributed  fish,  being  found  in  many  lakes, 
ponds,  and  rivers  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  Norfolk 
Broads  contain  great  quantities  of  them,  as  do  some  of  the 
Irish  lakes.  I  have  taken  large  numbers  in  Osterly  Park. 
They  are  a  somewhat  similar  fish  to  the  roach,  though  of  a 
more  coppery  tinge,  and  of  a  rather  deeper  and  shorter  make. 
They  seldom  exceed  one  and  a  half  pounds  in  weight,  and 
are  not  common  of  that  size.  For  all  angling  purposes,  the 
directions  given  for  roach  answer  for  the  rudd  equally.  In 
the  Thames  the  two  fish  are  often  caught  in  the  same  swim, 
and  confounded  together.  *What  a  short  thick  roach !'  the 
angler  will  sometimes  observe,  as  he  drops  it  into  the  well. 
They  spawn  in  April,  or  early  in  May,  and  are  said  to  be 
a  better  fish  for  the  table  than  roach. 

THE   DACE    {Cyprinus  leuciscus). 

The  dace  is  an  active  and  prolific  little  fish,  slender  and 
graceful  in  its  proportions.  It  seldom  exceeds  a  pound  in 
weight,  and  in  few  rivers  in  England  is  it  even  taken  up 
to  that  weight ;  in  the  Thames  a  dace  of  half  a  pound  is  un- 
usually large,  though  I  once  remember  taking  thirteen  that 
weighed  seven  pounds,  my  companion  having  previously 
taken  his  share  from  the  basket  (which  was  the  product  of 
our  joint  eflForts),  which  consisted  of  a  like  number  as  fine 
or  finer ;  all  these  fish  were  taken  with  the  tail  of  the  lob 
worm  when  we  had  baited  for  barbel.  Never  before  or  since, 
through  many  long  years'  experience,  have  I  seen  such  a 
take  of  dace  on  the  Thames,  nor  one  at  all  approaching  it 
for  average  size.  In  the  Colne,  and  the  Hampshire  Avon, 
and  the  Usk,  however,  I  have  often  seen  dace  that  would  run 
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full  three  quarters  of  a  pound  in  weight,  and  even  over  that 
weight.  The  dace  is  gregarious,  and  spawns  in  May  or  June, 
and  gets  into  fair  condition  again  by  the  middle  of  July.  By 
August  they  get  on  the  shallows,  where  they  may  be  taken 
in  large  numbers,  by  whipping  with  almost  any  small  fly, 
or  even  with  a  single  gentle ;  some  people,  to  make  the  fly 
more  attractive,  point  the  hook  with  a  gentle ;  others,  as  I 
have  said  in  roach-fishing,  use  instead  a  small  shred 
of  wash  or  kid  leather.  I  have  found  the  inner  rind  of  a 
scrap  of  stringy  bacon  answer  the  purpose  better  perhaps 
than  either,  being  a  kind  of  compromise  between  the  two ; 
that  is,  something  to  bite  at,  and  not  liable  to  be  whipped 
ofiF.  A  short  stiff  rod  (about  eight  feet  long)  is  the  best  for 
this  work.  The  line  should  not  be  too  long,  or  it  is  not 
manageable,  as  gentle  striking  is  the  order  of  the  day  with 
this  very  nimble  fish.  The  flies  should  always  be  dressed 
upon  as  large  hooks  as  the  angler  can  afford  to  dress 
them  on,  as  the  fish  rising  often  in  very  sharp  streams  are 
apt  to  break  off  from  any  slight  hold.  In  the  eddies  of  a 
sharpish  stream,  over  a  shallow,  by  the  side  of  a  bank  of 
weeds,  is  a  sure  find  for  them.  Choose  for  your  sport  a 
day  that  is  cloudy  and  warm,  and  without  much  wind ;  as 
if  there  be  much  wind  you  cannot  see  the  rises,  and  when 
you  feel  them  it  is  too  late  to  strike  dace,  as  they  reject 
the  fly  with  great  quickness ;  hence  the  use  of  the  gentle, 
or  bacon  rind,  to  make  them  retain  their  hold.  They  are 
very  quick  of  sight,  and  on  a  too  sunny  day  the  angler 
will  experience  the  disappointment  of  seeing  fish  aft«r 
fish,  and  often  two  or  three  at  a  time,  follow  his  fly  for 
yards  without  taking  it;  when  this  is  the  case,  try  a  smaller 
fly,  and  finer  tackle,  and  don't  forget  the  bacon,  or  gentle. 

All  the  methods,  and  arts,  and  tackle,  recommended  for 
catching  roach,  are  applicable  to  dace,  and  the  hooks  are 
of  a  similar  size,  only  as  the  dace  is  rather  more  carnivo- 
rous, the  angler  will  find  worms,  greaves,  and  gentles, 
preferable  to  farinaceous  food ;  and  although  roach  and 
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dace  for  the  most  part  bite  in  the  same  swims^  yet,  if  the 
angler  desires  more  particularly  to  fish  for  dace,  he  must 
choose  a  rather  sharper  and  heavier  swim;  dace  bite  rather 
quicker  and  sharper  than  roach^  and  the  slow  suck  down, 
which  so  often  betrays  a  good  roach,  is  not  so  common  in 
dace  fishing.  One  good  plan  of  drawing  small  dace  is  to 
rake  the  bottom,  as  in  gudgeon-fishing,  when  little  or  no 
ground-bait  will  be  needed. 

When  fly-fishing  for  dace,  use  caution  and  quiet,  as  they 
are  easily  alarmed,  and  a  slight  wave,  or  unusual  ripple  on 
the  water,  will  instantly  stop  their  rising.  There  is  no 
bait  so  good  for  taking  dace  as  a  red  worm,  or  the  tail  of 
a  small  lob  worm  ;  next  to  that,  I  give  the  preference  to 
gentles  and  greaves. 

Dace  are  a  troublesome  fish  to  get  into  a  trout  stream, 
as  their  habits  and  food  being  similar  to  that  of  the  trout, 
they  take  much  of  the  food  from  the  trout,  and  being 
a  restless  hardy  fish,  and,  moreover,  in  the  height  of 
condition  when  the  trout  are  spawning,  they  pick  up  a 
vast  quantity  of  the  eggs  shed  by  the  trout,  and  owing  to 
these,  and  other  cause?,  they  soon  considerably  outnumber 
and  override  the  trout.  The  greatest  number  of  dace  I 
ever  saw  together  was  in  the  pools  in  the  river  Usk,  a 
mile  or  two  below  Brecon.  The  pools  were  alive  with 
them,  and  they  ran  very  large ;  I  saw  some  nearly  a  pound 
in  weight.  They  were,  too,  in  this  water,  but  bad  risers, 
and  were  not  much  thinned  by  the  fly,  and  bait<^fishing  not 
being  allowed,  they  had  it  all  their  own  way,  and  the  trout 
evidently  suffered  in  proportion  to  their  increase.  They  are 
a  delicate  fish  to  eat  when  in  good  order,  and  should  be 
broiled  dry,  a  slice  of  butter  being  then  allowed  to  melt 
upon  them.  They  make  one  of  the  most  valuable  spinning- 
baits  for  jack  and  trout  which  the  angler  can  obtain,  being 
bright  and  roimd,  and  reasonably  tough  on  the  hooks. 

The  metropolitan  angler  finds  the  best  dace-fishing, 
particularly  with  the  fly,  on  the  various  shallows  between 
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Isleworth  and  Teddington  Lock.  It  will  be  found  advis- 
able to  pay  some  attention  to  the  particular  fly  on  the 
water ;  though  small  red  and  black  palmers  will  seldom 
fail  to  kill.  Still  there  are  times  when  other  flies  will  kill 
better,  and  it  is  advisable  to  note  this.  I  have  had  good 
sport  with  duns  of  all  kinds,  ant  flies,  the  water-cricket, 
the  cinnamon,  &c. 

THE   CHUB   (Cyprmus  cephalus). 

The  chub  is  a  well-shaped,  handsome-looking  member  of 
the  carp  tribe ;  but  his  value  for  the  table  much  belies  his 
appearance,  his  flesh  being  watery,  coarse,  and  tasteless. 
The  French  are  said  to  call  him  '  un  villain,'  from  the 
difliculty  they  experience  in  rendering  him  toothsome,  and 
it  seems  reasonable  that  the  fish,  which  even  French  cookery 
rejects  as  worthless,  should  be  held  by  others  in  the  very 
lowest  estimation ;  and  yet  he  may  be  made  eatable.  One 
of  the  best  recipes  for  this  purpose  is  the  well-known  one 
in  Isaac  Walton.  Moreover,  small  chub  of  some  half- 
pound  weight,  if  crimped  and  fried  dry,  are  by  no  means 
so  bad  as  above  represented,  and  will  *  pleasure '  others 
than  ^poor  bodies.'  But  I  must  reiterate  that  which  he 
states  with  respect  to  a  chub,  viz.,  that  they  must  be 
cooked  as  soon  as  caught,  for  if  kept  even  for  the  night 
they  are  worthless. 

The  chub  spawns  early  in  May,  and  not  uncommonly 
reaches  the  weight  of  six  or  seven  pounds,  though  seldom 
taken  over  that  weight.  Yarrel  says  he  cannot  find  one 
recorded  of  over  five  pounds'  weight,  but  I  have  seen  them 
of  six  pounds  in  the  Thames,  and  have  heard  of  them  pf 
seven  or  eight  pounds.  The  chub  is  rather  an  omnivorous 
fish,  and  may  be  taken  in  almost  any  way ;  he  will  rise 
freely  at  a  fly,  will  run  equally  at  a  spinning-bait,*  or  a 

♦  I  have  frequently,  when  spinning  for  trout>  taken  chub  of  four  pounds 
weight  and  upwards,  to  mj  considerable  discus*  and  disappointment ;  and 
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live  minnow,  while  at  slugs,  worms,  snails,  frogs,  and  the 
usual  matters  used  by  anglers,  as  greaves,  pastes,  and  par- 
ticularly cheese,  he  is  a  perfect  glutton. 

About  June  the  chub  get  upon  the  shallows  to  clean 
themselves ;  the  tail  of  a  pool,  where  there  is  a  sharpish 
stream,  is  a  favourite  place  for  them.     Here  they  may  be 
taken  in  some  numbers  with  a  good  rough  palmer,  pro- 
vided the  angler  gives  them  a  rest  every  two  or  three  fish 
he  takes,  as  they  are  a  very  shy  fish,  and  easily  alarmed. 
Later  on,  as  the  season  gets  warmer,  they  retire  to  deep 
holes,  under  banks,  large  stumps,  roots,  old  campshots  are 
a  sure  find,  or  under  overhanging  boughs,  where,  8ub  teg- 
mine,  they  lay  on  the  watch  for  any  insect  that  may  drop 
from  the  branches  above  into  their  ever-ready  jaws ;  and 
nothing  in  the  way  of  insect  life  comes  amiss  to  them,  for 
the  chub  will  take  cockchafers,  bumblebees,  wasps,  pal- 
mers, and  caterpillai's  of  all  kinds,  beetles,  slugs,  and  snails 
most  ravenously.  Drifting  quietly  along  just  within  a  long 
cast  of  the  boughs,  I  know  of  no  pleasanter  way  of  fishing 
for  the  chub,  on  a  warm  summer  evening,  than  having  on  a 
large  rough  red  or  black  palmer  (or,  if  they  rise  not  well  to 
these,  an  imitation  bumblebee,  of  which  a  cut  may  be  seen 
in  Plate  IX.  fig.  4,  will  seldom  fail) ;  the  alder  or  the  cinna- 
mon or  any  large  trout  fly  will  also  kill  well,  and  casting 
in  as  far  under  the  boughs  as  may  be  practicable.  When  the 
chub  rises  to  the  fly,  the  angler  must  be  a  bungler  indeed 
who  neglects  to  stick  his  hook  into  his  huge  leathern  port- 
manteau of  a  mouth.    He  fights  well  for  a  minute,  but  does 
not  last,  for  after  his  first  run  he  is  soon  subdued.  The  above 
is  the  pleasantest  way  of  fishing  for  chub,  but  not  the  most 
killing,  particularly  for  large  fish.     A  better  plan  is  to  use 
a  stiflF  double-handed  fly  rod  and  a  single  perch  hook ;  on 

how  I  have  anathematised  them  for  taking  the  salmon  fly,  just  when  some 
salmon  has  shown  himself  on  the  Wye,  where  they  abound,  I  hardly  like  to 
recalL 
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this  stick  the  head  of  a  lob  worm,  or  a  lump  of  greaves,  or 
a  bunch  of  gentles,  and  cast  it  like  a  fly  towards  the 
boughs,  bank,  or  campshot,  and  let  it  sink  to  mid-water, 
working  it  towards  you,  and  at  the  slightest  etymptom  of  a 
touch  strike  smartly ;  indeed,  the  bait  should  never  be 
drawn  out  of  the  water  to  repeat  the  throw  without  a 
strike ;  by  this  means  both  perch  and  trout  may  often  be 
taken.  It  is  the  best  way  of  taking  good  chub,  combined 
with  exercise  and  motion,  and  is  pleasanter  than  the 
practice  of  daping,  or  float-fishing.  With  regard  to  the 
former,  no  better  instructions  have  ever  been  given  than 
those  of  Isaac  Walton.  My  advice  on  this  point  is  brief. 
Having  found  out  the  holes  and  spots  where  the  chub  are, 
and  having  decided  how  they  can  be  fished,*  let  the  angler 
first  see  that  his  rod  and  line  are  all  in  proper  trim,  and  his 
hook  carefully  baited.  The  spot  must  then  be  approached 
with  the  utmost  caution ;  he  must  keep  out  of  sight  behind 
some  bush  or  tree,  on  his  hands  and  knees  if  need  be.  If 
he  cannot  accomplish  this  he  must  do  the  best  he  can,  and 
having  reached  the  spot  he  intends  to  fish  firom,  he  must 
try  perfect  quiet,  and  give  the  fish  time  to  recover  from  the 
alarm  he  has  thrown  them  into.  Next,  protruding  his  rod 
at  an  angle  of  90°  over  the  water,  with  as  little  flourish 
or  disturbance  as  possible,  he  may  allow  the  bait-hook  and 
line  to  fall  from  the  hand  in  which  he  has  held  it,  so  that 
it  may  hang  some  six  or  eight  inches  from  the  water ; 
gradually  and  very  gently  he  may  move  the  point  of  the 

*  Before  the  angler  eyer  attempts  to  fish  any  special  hole,  swim,  plt^h, 
or  cast,  let  him  study  the  spot,  and  settle  in  his  own  mind  how  it  can  best 
be  fished  to  advantage ;  how  this  bough,  or  that  obstruction,  may  be  avoided ; 
how  the  wind  acts  with  reference  to  them ;  how  an  eddy  may  be  used  or 
avoided,  and  how  the  spot  can  be  approached  best  without  his  being  seen 
or  heard.  By  so  doing,  in  many  cases,  he  will  avoid  the  disappointment  so 
often  consequent  upon  hastiness ;  and  the  practice  of  such  consideration 
wiU,  in  time,  so  improve  his  judgment  and  quickness  that  this  portion  of 
his  art  will  appear  almost  like  intuition  to  the  less  considerate  angler. 
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rod  over  the  spot  where  the  fish  are  thickest ;  having  ar- 
rived so  far,  he  may  drop  his  bait  smartly  on  the  surface  of 
the  water.  If  a  chub  rises  and  gobbles  it  down  directly, 
as,  if  the  angler  has  conducted  his  operations  properly, 
will  most  likely  be  the  case,  he  must  not  strike  imme- 
diately, or  the  fish  will  splash  upon  the  top  of  the  water, 
and  so  disturb  every  fish  within  yards  of  the  spot.  But 
let  him  turn  his  head  well  down,  and  then  give  him  a 
gentle  pull  (not  a  sharp  strike),  and  put  a  strong  persuasive 
drag  on  to  lead  him  away  from  the  spot,  so  that  he  may  not 
by  fljdng  about  all  over  the  hole  disturb  the  others,  as,  if 
he  is  permitted  to  do  so,  the  angler  will  barely  take  another 
fish  in  the  hole,  whereas  byconducting  his  measures  properly 
he  may  take  three  or  four  or  more.  Having  landed  the 
fish  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  get  the  hook  baited,  and 
swing  it  out  over  the  hole  again,  and  there  let  it  hang  for 
a  few  minutes  previous  to  dropping  it  on  the  surface,  in 
order  that  the  fish  may  thoroughly  recover  their  equani- 
mity. When  the  fish  become  quite  disturbed,  the  angler 
should  directly  leave  the  spot,  first  casting  in  a  handful  of 
ground-bait  ere  he  goes.  No  good  will  be  done  by  his 
continuing  to  fish  it,  for  the  fish  will  not  come  on  again 
unless  left  to  themselves  for  an  hour  or  more,  when  he 
may  come  back  and  renew  his  attentions  with  success. 

The  best  baits  for  daping  are  cockchafer,  bumblebee, 
grasshopper,  large  flies  of  various  kinds,  and  the  young  frog. 
Flies  should  be  hooked  on  sideways  through  the  thorax,  and 
not  from  head  to  tail,  and  as  little  line  as  possible  should 
rest  on  the  water  when  daping  with  them.  Fishing  with  the 
young  frog  is  a  very  killing  method  of  fishing  for  chub.  The 
following  method  I  have  from  my  friend,  Mr.  Eolfe,  the  emi- 
nent fish  artist,  so  well  known  to  the  angling  world,  and  by 
this  means  almost  any  spot  can  easily  and  certainly  be  fished. 
The  worst  things  one  has  to  contend  with  in  daping  are  the 
branches  and  foliage  on  the  wooded  spots  where  this  kind  of 
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angling  is  chiefly  followed ;  the  difficulty  being  to  get  the 
line  and  hook  out  over  the  water  without  entangling.  To  do 
this,  various  expedients  have  been  adopted — ^twisting  the 
line  round  the  top  of  the  rod,  and  then  poking  it  through 
holes  in  the  bushes  over  the  water,  and  there  untwisting  it 
by  turning  the  rod  round  like  a  mop  handle  the  reverse  way 
to  the  twist.  But  this  is  tedious,  and  not  always  certain. 
Mr.  Eolfe's  plan  is  far  better.  Use  a^long,  light,  and  stiflF- 
ish  rod  with  upright  rings,  a  very  fine  soft  silk  Nottingham 
line  ;  have  a  perch  hook  on  about  a  foot  of  fine  gut  for  the 
line,  and  a  bullet  of  sufficient  weight  made  fast  at  the  join 
between  the  foot  of  gut  and  the  silk  line.  Take  a  small  lively 
frog  (you  can  get  any  number  of  them  collected  by  country 
lads  at  the  right  period  of  the  year).  Hook  a  very  little 
bit  of  the  skin  of  the  frog's  back  on  the  bend  of  the  hook 
(just  enough  to  secure  without  damaging  him),  as  Isaac 
sayeth,  '  Treat  him  as  if  you  loved  him,'  though  it  may 
be  a  queer  method  of  expressing  one's  sentiments.  Now, 
having  wound  all  the  line  up  on  your  reel  until  the  bullet 
touches  the  eye  of  the  rod-top,  check  the  line  so  as  to 
keep  it  there.  You  have  then  but  the  foot  of  gut  with 
the  hook  and  frog  hanging  from  the  point,  and  there  are 
very  few  holes  amongst  foliage,  where  you  may  desire  to 
fish,  through  which  this  cannot  very  easily  be  passed  with- 
out catching  in  any  twigs.  Having  passed  it  through 
and  the  rod-point  being  over  the  spot  you  want  to  fish, 
release  the  line,  and  the  weight  of  the  bullet  will  draw  it 
out  directly.  As  the  frog  glides  down  towards  the  surface, 
ease  the  line  slowly,  as  it  is  not  desirous  to  plump  him  or 
the  bullet  into  the  water,  but  to  keep  him  on  the  surface, 
so  that  not  an  inch  of  the  line  should  touch  the  water,  but 
the  frog  should  just  rest,  as  it  were,  upon  the  surface,  the 
bullet  being  a  foot  above  him  and  qijite  out  of  the  water, 
of  course.  The  moment  the  frog  touches  the  water,  he 
will  begin  to  strike  out,  and  in  his  inefifective  attempts  to 
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swim  away  he  will  kick  up  such  an  attractive  bobbery  on 
the  top  of  the  water  that  all  the  chubs  within  reasonable 
range  will  come  to  see  what  the  disturbance  is,  and  to  a 
certainty  they  will  think  it  necessary  to  take  the  disturber 
into  custody,  and  your  hook  will  probably  pick  a  chub^s 
loch 

Quot  homines  tot  sententice.  Some  like  frogs,  and  some 
cockchafers,  and  some  bumblebees.  I  have  another  friend 
who  vows  that  no  respectable  chub  is  seen  out  after  the 
grey  of  the  morning.  He  then  goes  out,  and  drops  down 
the  river  with  the  most  intense  caution,  with  muffled 
rowlocks  and  carpet  slippers,  like  a  house-breaker,  grasp- 
ing his  jemmy  or  fishing-rod,  and  with  hardly  a  breath 
or  motion.  He  knows  the  exact  spots,  calculates  his 
distance  nicely,  and  casts  an  artificial  cockchafer  into  the 
holes,  the  hook  being  attractively  garnished  with  two  or 
three  gentles,  which  gives  the  cockchafer  the  savoury  ap- 
pearance of  having  had  his  intestines  squeezed  out,  a  state 
of  things  which  he  vows  no  chub  can  resist ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly does  catch  some  very  large  chub  where  no  one 
would  expect  them.  He  declares,  however,  that  the 
slightest  noise  or  motion  is  fatal,  and  that,  if  he  finds  a 
boat  has  gone  up  the  river  before  him,  he  does  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  go  out. 

One  of  the  most  common  and  general  ways  of  fishing  for 
chub  is  with  float  and  ground-bait ;  the  best  baits  thus  for 
chub  are  greaves  and  cheese.  There  is  a  coarse  common 
kind  of  cheese  made  in  the  north  and  in  Wales  for  about 
2d.  per  pound,  which  is  suitable  for  this  purpose.  The 
greaves  should  be  broken  up  and  scalded ;  the  cheese  cut 
to  the  size  of  beans. 

As  chub  are  rather  shy,  the  angler,  particularly  if  he 
is  in  a  punt  or  boat,  must  fish  for  them  some  distance 
from  him,  and  he  must,  therefore,  when  throwing  in  his 
bait,  calculate  whereabouts  it  will  ground  or  be  dispersed 

D  2 
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on  the  bottom,  because  over  that  part  of  the  swim  he  must 
fish  the  most  carefully.     This  should  not  be  nearer  to  him 
than  ten  yards,  from  twelve  to  twenty  will  be  better.     Use 
Nottingham  tackle,  which  will  be  described  presently.    The 
float,  of  course,  must  suit  the  stream.   The  hook,  if  greaves 
or  cheese  be  used,  should  be  a  small  triangle,  and  the  depth 
plumbed,  so  that  the  bait  travels  naturally  along  the  bottom 
without  dragging  too  much.     The  Nottingham  tackle  used 
in  light  corking  will  be  about  the  tackle  for  this  purpose. 
The  tackle  dropped  in,  and  the  swim  commenced,  the  rod 
ifi  held  almost  upright,  the  point  inclining  a  little  forward. 
If  the  weight  of  the  stream  does  not  take  the  line  out 
fast  enough,  it  must  be  handed  off  the  reel.     The  great 
object  is  not  to  check  the  line,  but  to  let  the  bait  travel 
steadily  onward ;   presently  the   float  disappears.      The 
angler  must  strike  smartly  and  firmly  (as  he  may  have  a 
good  length  of  line  to  lift  off  the  water)  back  over  his 
right  shoulder.     If  he  has  hooked  his  fish,  he  then  winds 
steadily  on  him  until  he  winds  him  up  into  the  swim 
under  the  point  of  the  rod,  when,  if  he  has  been  brought 
up  from  any  distance,  he  is  usually  fit  for  the  landing-net 
by  the  time  he  comes  into  the  swim.     In  this  kind  of 
fishing,  which  is  called  *  traveller'  fishing  (the  float  being 
the  traveller),  a  long  swim  is  made  if  the  bottom  admits 
of  it,  and  it  is  common  enough  to  strike  fish  forty  or  even 
fifty  yards  ofif.     Many  sorts  of  fish  are  caught  in  this  way, 
as  I  shall  show. 

Chub  are  often,  too,  caught  when  float-fishing  in  the 
ordinary  roach  and  dace  style,  either  from  punt  or  bank, 
mostly,  however,  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  swim,  and  if 
there  be  a  chub  about,  a  swim  of  some  five  or  ten  yards 
extra  will  often  be  rewarded  with  a  good  one.  Many 
trout  and  even  salmon  rivers  abound  in  chub,  as  the  Welsh 
Wye  and  Irvon,  where  they  are  a  positive  nuisance  to 
the  angler,  and  take  the  place  and  food  of  better  fish. 


ID 
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I  once,  when  fishing  the  Wye  with  a  very  light  eleven-foot 
trout  rod,  had  two  of  these  brutes  on  at  the  same  time  of 
above  two  pounds  each,  and  no  landing-net.  I  was  fishing 
a  very  promising  run  of  trout  and  greyling  water,  and,  to 
my  disgust,  they  quite  spoiled  all  chance  of  sport  in  it- 
They  are  very  abundant  also  in  the  Kennet,  Windrush,  and 
many  other  excellent  trout  streams,  which  suffer  severely 
by  their  superabundance. 

Few  of  the  previous  fish,  unless  it  be  perhaps  a  good 
sized  roach,  will  often  require  the  service  of  a  landing-net 
to  land  them ;  chub,  however,  mostly  will.  In  Plate  I. 
figs.  1  and  2, 1  have  given  cuts  of  two  nets  or  frames  which 
by  folding  up  or  compressing  can  be  packed  up  and  carried 
about  with  the  rods  or  in  cases.  In  punt-fishing,  however, 
a  circular  fixed  frame  is  all  that  is  required.  There  are 
various  methods  of  attaching  landing-nets  to  the  person, 
so  that  they  may  be  ready  to  the  angler's  hand  when  walk- 
ing along  the  banks  of  a  stream,  and  yet  not  in  his  way 
when  fishing.  I  find  a  spring  hook  fixed  on  the  handle, 
and  hung  over  the  basket  strap  on  the  left  hand  side,  as 
good  as  any ;  but  anglers  can  see  various  plans  at  the 
tackle  makers  and  select  for  themselves.  In  handling  a 
landing-net,  some  little  skill  is  requisite:  the  netsman 
should  never  dash  at  his  fish,  but  sinking  it  in  the  water, 
and  keeping  out  of  sight  as  well  as  he  can,  wait  till  the 
fish  is  brought  round,  and  then  moving  the  net  softly,  till 
the  fish  is  within  the  ring,  he  should  lift  him  smartly  out. 

The  scales  of  chub,  as  well  as  those  of  bleak,  were  for- 
merly valuable  for  the  nacre  upon  them  to  the  artificial 
pearl-makers,  but  a  better  substitute  has  long  rendered 
them  valueless. 

It  is  but  seldom  the  angler  would  either  spin  or  use  a 
live  bait  for  chub,  as  their  taking  it  is  rather  the  exception 
than  the  rule,  though  they  do  take  both  spinning  and 
]ive  baits  at  times.    Besides  cheese  and  greaves  for  bottom 
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baits,  chub  are  very  partial  to  various  grubs  and  caterpillars, 
to  the  black  slug,  to  snails,  gentles,  and  worms.  The  chub 
likes  a  large  and  fat  mouthful,  so  that  the  hook  may  be 
well  covered. 

I  always  look  upon  the  chub  with  somewhat  of  venera- 
tion ;  for  was  it  not  that  historical  chub,  that  chub  Dagon 
in  fact,  with  the  white  spot  on  his  tail,  that  was  the  first 
fish  that  introduced  me  to  old  Isaac  ?  I  trow  it  was,  and 
well  do  I  remember,  although  so  many  years  have  passed 
away,  how  from  that  chub  I  devoured  the  work  to  the  end. 
Venator  and  Auceps  I  cared  nought  for.  I  care  nothing 
for  them  now.  They  were  simple  nuisances,  they  are  ex- 
crescences, wens,  which  should  be  cut  oflf.  Indeed,  I  doubt 
if  ever  I  waded  through  their  conversations.  The  idea  of 
a  twopenny-halfpenny  bird-fancier,  or  falconer,  or  what- 
ever he  called  himself,  and  a  screaming  lunatic  in  a  red 
coat,  comparing  these  sports  to  the  mysterious,  philosophi- 
cal, elegant,  and  magnificent  art  of  angling  !  Well,  I  am 
sure  I    What  next  ? 

THE  BARBEL   (Cypnnm  barbus). 

So  named  from  the  barbs  or  wattles  that  depend  from 
the  sides  of  the  mouth.  It  is  a  coarse,  watery,  flavourless, 
bony  fish,  and  of  little  value  for  the  table  unless  it  be 
used  as  stock  for  fish-soup.  Albeit  I  have  seen  fishermen 
eat  them,  first,  however,  splitting  them  down  the  back,  and 
taking  out  the  backbone.  Barbel  spawn  in  May  or  June, 
and  get  into  condition  about  the  end  of  July,  before  which 
time,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be  spared  by  the  angler. 
Bottom-fishing  commences  on  the  Thames  in  June,  and 
numbers  of  barbel  are  often  caught  in  that  month  in  a 
gravid  state.  I  have  seen  them  captured  at  that  time,  when 
the  spawn  and  melt  was  running  from  them  at  the  slightest 
pressure.  It  is  gregarious,  and  is  a  widely  distributed 
fish,  being  found  in  abundance  in  many  of  the  Continental 
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rivers*  It  abounds  also  in  the  Crimea.  It  is  seldom  found 
to  reach  above  sixteen  pounds  in  weight.  But  one  of  twelve 
pounds,  though  not  very  imcommon,  is  not  taken  every 
day.  The  barbel,  from  the  size  of  its  fins  and  its  powerful 
muscles,  affords  great  sport,  chiefly  to  the  anglers  of  the 
midland  counties,  the  sport  being  much  enhanced  by  the 
very  fine  tackle  which  is  often  employed  in  his  capture, 
and  a  day's  good  barbel-fishing  with  fine  float  tackle,  when 
the  barbel  are  biting  freely,  is  not  to  be  despised,  for  you 
may  sometimes  have  fish  of  eight,  ten,  and  even  twelve 
pounds  weight  upon  the  finest  possible  hook  and  tackle. 

There  are  two  means  employed  for  barbel-fishing — by 
float-fishing  and  by  a  stationary  bait  kept  in  its  place  by 
means  of  a  plummet ;  and,  firstly,  I  shall  treat  of  float- 
fishing  for  barbel.  The  barbel's  powerful  fins  enable  him 
to  frequent  the  strongest  and  heaviest  streams,  and  in  these, 
if  there  be  a  ledge  or  a  deep  hole  or  eddy  in  which  he  can 
rest,  there  he  will  be  found,  and  usually  with  many  friends 
in  his  company.  Having  found  out  his  whereabouts,  the 
next  thing  is  to  decide  upon  the  swim,  and  how  to  bait 
and  fish  it  most  advantageously.  There  are  many  places 
which  barbel  affect,  and  in  which  the  largest  fish  will  often 
be  foimd,  which,  owing  to  the  turbulence  of  the  water,  can 
only  be  fished  with  ledger  tackle,  but  for  the  float  choose 
a  moderately  sharp  part  of  the  stream  as  near  the  supposed 
hole  as  may  conveniently  be.  It  should  have  a  fairly  level 
bottom  without  large  stones  or  other  obstructions,  and  be 
of  tolerably  equable  depth,  with  a  steady  current  and  not 
too  much  eddy  or  boil.  If  the  float  on  the  first  trial  be 
drowned  or  sucked  under,  a  heavier  one,  with  a  weightier 
set  of  tackle,  should  be  chosen.  Eight  or  ten  B  B  shots 
as  sinkers  will  fish  most  streams,  but  the  lightest  tackle 
which  the  stream  will  carry  is  the  best,  provided  the  float 
swims  easily  and  steadily.  It  is  advisable  that  the  swim 
should  not  be  less  than  four  feet  in  depth,  nor  for  the 


40  CHOOSiya  A  BARBEL  SWIM. 

convenience  and  comfort  of  the  angler  should  it  be  more 
than  from  eight  to  ten.  If  it  be  shallower,  good  fish  will 
not  take  well  to  the  stream,  and  will  not  take  well  in  it 
if  deeper.  The  tackle  will  need  to  be  heavy,  and  the  depth 
will  be  unmanageable  for  comfortable  fishing.  Of  course, 
I  am  here  referring  to  the  choice  of  a  swim  and  to  or- 
dinarily clear  water.  There  are  plenty  of  cases  where 
there  is  no  choice,  and  the  angler  may  be  obliged  at 
times  to  fish  in  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  of  water.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  water  be  heavy  and  coloured  much 
with  rain,  he  will  sometimes  get  good  fishing  in  three  or 
four  feet.  Having  found  out  where  there  are  barbel, 
and  selected  the  swim,  all  that  the  angler  has  to  do  is 
to  bait  the  stream  and  fish  it.  If,  however,  he  does  not 
know  where  there  are  barbel  he  should  keep  his  eyes  open, 
and  mark  where  he  sees  a  barbel  jump  ;  for,  as  they  are 
by  no  means  a  solitary  fish,  he  will  probably  there  find 
more  of  them.  Barbel  are  a  very  restless  fish,  jumping 
out  of  the  water  all  day  long,  dififering  in  this  from  many 
fish  which  only  show  themselves  so  in  the  morning  and 
evening.  It  is  said  that  they  jump  thus  to  free  themselves 
from  parasites  to  which  they  are  very  subject. 

If  the  angler  cannot  fix  upon  a  swim  in  this  way,  he 
should  choose  a  swin^  such  as  I  have  above  described,  and 
which  ends  in,  or  runs  by  the  edge  of,  some  deep  hole  or 
eddy,  or  where  there  are  old  piles  or  roots,  sunken  boats,  or 
rubbish  of  any  kind  which  may  afibrd  harbours  for  the  fish. 
This  he  should  bait  in  such  fashion  that  some  of  the  bait 
shall  find  its  way  into  the  hole  and  amongst  the  rubbish, 
and  so  coax  the  fish  from  their  holes  to  look  for  more,  even 
though  a  hook  should  be  concealed  in  some  of  it^  Failing 
in  all  these  methods,  he  must  rove  for  them,  and  this,  after 
all,  is  much  the  pleasantest  way  of  fishing.  Coming  to  the 
river's  side,  he  chooses  a  swim  which  is  suitable,  and  which 
lie  finds  is  tolerably  level.     Here  he  breaks  up  two  or  three 
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worms  or  other  bait,  and  throws  them  loosely  into  the  water, 
80  that  they  shall  find  the  bottom  all  about  the  swim  he 
designs  to  fish.  Then  he  takes  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen 
swims.  If  he  catches  a  fish  he  throws  in  another  worm 
or  two.  If  the  fish  go  on  biting  he  keeps  on  fishing,  now 
and  then  throwing  in  a  worm  or  two  to  draw  them  together. 
If  the  place  appears  likely  to  show  sport,  he  throws  in  per- 
haps half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  worms  broken  up,  and  fishes 
the  swim  until  the  fish  are  exhausted  or  go  off,  when  he 
seeks  another  swim.  Should  he,  however,  get  no  fish  or 
bite  in  half  a  dozen  swims,  he  continues  onward  down- 
stream until  he  comes  to  the  next  most  likely  swim,  when 
he  tries  that  in  like  manner — ^never  stopping  longer  in  one 
swim  than  he  finds  the  fish  bite. 

In  thfs  method  of  fishing  the  angler  must  make  as 
little  disturbance  on  the  bank  as  possible,  or  he  will 
alarm  every  fish.  Should  he,  however,  know  where 
barbel  lie,  having  chosen  the  swim,  he  will  proceed  to 
bait  it,  with  about  1,000  fresh  lob  or  dew-worms,  coming 
to  it  at  least  twenty  hours  before  he  intends  to  fish 
it.  He  breaks  each  worm  up  into  about  four  pieces, 
and  casts  the  whole  into  the  place  he  intends  to  fish.  On 
the  Thames,  in  order  to  keep  the  bait  from  straying  too 
far,  the  worms  are  enclosed  in  huge  balls  of  clay,  and  they 
bait  the  night  before  fishing ;  so  that  when  they  come  in 
the  morning,  less  than  twelve  hours  after,  they  find  the  fish 
collected  together,  doubtless,  but  gorged  with  the  worms  so 
profusely  provided  for  them,  and  so  close  to  the  place  where 
the  pimt-poles  are  to  be  driven  in,  and  the  punt  or  boat 
fixed,  that  the  fish,  startled,  even  if  they  are  hungry,  get 
shy  of  the  boat  and  retire  to  a  distance.  On  the  Trent 
they  do  not  put  the  bait  into  clay,  but  let  it  scatter  down 
the  stream ;  and  as  they  fish  a  long  way  from  the  stand  or 
boat,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  barbel  are  not  alarmed. 
Whether  the  angler  fishes  from  a  stand  on  the  shore,  or 
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from  a  boat,  the  modus  operandi  is  the  same.  The  object 
is  to  let  the  hook-bait  travel  over  the  whole  distance  along 
which  the  ground-bait  has  been  scattered,  dragging,  like 
the  ground-bait,  slowly  along  the  bottom.  (For  barbel, 
which  are  a  ground-routing  fish,  the  bait  should  always 
touch  the  bottom.)  Coming  then  to  the  spot  which  has 
been  baited,  and  having  determined  the  depth,  let  the  bait 
drag  slightly,  and  cast  in  some  ten  or  a  dozen  broken  worms 
in  order  to  set  the  fish  biting  again — taking  care,  of  course, 
to  keep  the  bait  as  much  in  a  line  as  possible  with  the 
spot  which  you  have  taken  the  depth  of.  The  float  should 
be  of  the  sort  used  by  the  Nottingham  fishers,  and  described 
hereafter.  The  hook  should  be  a  straight  round-bend 
worm-hook  of  about  No.  5  or  6,  and  tied  upon  fine  but 
round  stained  gut.  The  nearest  shot  should  be  at  least  a 
foot  or  fifteen  inches  from  the  hook,  or,  if  it  be  requisite 
that  the  bait  shoiQd  drag  much,  even  more  than  that  dis- 
tance. The  bait  should  be  the  tail  of  a  bright-red  well- 
scoured  lob  worm,  neatly  threaded  on  the  hook,  with  barely 
one-third  of  an  inch  of  the  tail  ofiT  the  point  of  the  hook, 
which  should  always  be  thoroughly  covered  and  concealed 
in  the  bait.  Be  sure  that  your  hook-bait  is  always  a  part 
of  the  best  and  liveliest  worms  you  can  select.  Having 
baited  the  hook,  drop  it  into  the  water,  and  allow  it  to 
travel  onwards,  as  described  in  Nottingham  fishing. 
Barbel  are  often  taken  with  the  lighter  appliances  used 
in  roach-fishing,  and  excellent  sport  is  thus  enjoyed. 
Should  the  angler  use  greaves  or  cheese  as  a  bait,  no 
change  in  the  style  of  fishing  is  needed,  save  that  the 
cheese  should  drag  on  the  ground  as  lightly  as  possible, 
or  it  will  come  off  the  hook.  In  fishing  with  a  stationary 
bait»  two  plans  are  also  adopted.  The  first  is  by  the  use 
of  the  ledger,  and  the  second  by  the  clay  ball.  The  ledger 
is  composed  of  a  perforated  lead,  usually  a  good-sized  bul- 
let, through  which  the  line  runs  freely ;  a  shot  being  fastened 


LEDGEB-FISHING.  48 

on  the  line,  about  two  feet  above  the  hook,  to  prevent  the 
bullet  from  sliding  farther  down  towards  the  hook.  (See 
Plate  I.  fig.  3.)  In  this  tackle  a  flat  lead  is  shown,  but  a 
perforated  bullet  can  be  used  if  preferred. 

The  hook  for  ledger-fishing  is  generally  a  size  or  so 
larger  than  that  used  for  float-fishing,  and  is  baited  with 
a  clean  and  lively  lob  worm.  Some  people  take  off  the 
head,  if  the  bait  be  large,  preferring  only  to  cover  the  hook 
well.  As  I  have  said,  in  baiting  a  barbel  hook  generally, 
only  the  smallest  portion  of  the  tail  of  the  worm  should 
be  allowed  beyond  the  point  of  the  hook.  The  tackle  is 
then  swung  and  pitched  forward  to  the  requisite  distance — 
i.e.,  where  the  fish  are  supposed  to  be  the  most  plentiful ; 
and  the  lead  is  allowed  to  remain  upon  the  bottom,  a  tight 
line  being  kept  on  it,  so  as  just  to  feel  the  lead,  without 
lifting  it  at  all  from  the  bottom.  The  moment  a  bite  oc- 
curs, the  angler  will  feel  it,  as  the  line  is  not  checked  at 
all  between  the  bullet  and  the  point  of  the  rod.  At  the 
first  touch  the  angler  should  not  strike,  as  the  barbel  nib- 
bles a  little  at  a  stationary  bait ;  but  when  he  feels  two  or 
three  sharp  jogs  at  the  rod-point,  he  may  strike  upwards 
sharply,  as  he  has  to  strike  the  lead  from  the  bottom,  as 
well  as  to  stick  the  hook  into  the  fish.  For  the  first  half- 
second  he  should  hold  the  line  firmly,  so  as  to  fix  the  hook 
securely  in  the  fish's  mouth ;  after  which  he  may  let  him 
nm,  if  he  be  a  big  one,  and  play  him  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.  The  weight  of  the  lead  will  help  him  much  in 
tiring  the  fish ;  the  hold  seldom  gives  if  the  hook  be  of  good 
size,  as  the  mouth  of  a  barbel  is  very  leathery  and  tough. 

I  will  now  recommend  a  species  of  tackle  for  this  sort  of 
fishing,  which  I  deem  to  be  very  far  superior  to  the  single 
hook  usually  employed.  One  of  the  greatest  annoyances 
the  angler  experiences  in  ledgering,  is  the  constant  occur- 
rence of  nibbles  or  short  bites,  at  which  he  is  often  induced 
to  strike  futilely ;  the  consequence  of  which  being  that 
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the  bait  is  torn  or  disaxranged,  and  the  hook  so  exposed 
that  it  becomes  necessary  to  draw  it  up,  and  bait  afresh. 
If  the  fish  are  well-fed  and  shy,  he  will  get  three  or  four 
or  more  nibbles  for  one  bite ;  and  as  the  bait  is  a  rather 
long  and  large  one,  and  the  hook  likewise,  it  is  useless  to 
strike  unless  the  fish  has  it  in  his  mouth.  Let  the  angler 
then  adopt  the  Stewart  worm-tackle,  shown  in  Plate  VIII. 
fig.  2,  and  which  consists  of  three  small  fly-hooks  tied  on 
one  above  the  other,  at  intervals  of  half  an  inch  or  so — 
(the  hooks  should  be  rather  larger,  and  stouter  than  those 
used  for  trout) — and  let  him  fix  his  worm  .on  these,  and 
strike  at  every  nibble,  and  the  result  will  astonish  your 
Thames  puntsman  considerably.  Indeed,  by  laying  the  rod 
down  and  stopping  the  reel,  the  fish  as  often  as  not  will 
hook  themselves.  After  catching  a  few  fish,  whether  by 
float  or  ledger,  if  the  fish  go  oflF  biting  a  little,  throw  in  two 
or  three  broken  worms  to  set  them  on  the  feed  again  ;  but 
the  angler  must  beware  of  overfeeding  them  while  the  fish 
are  biting,  as  many  a  day's  sport  is  spoilt  by  this  foolish 
habit. 

The  next  stationary  way  of  fishing  is  by  what  is  called 
the  clay  ball.  This  plan  is  used  chiefly  from  a  punt  or  boat, 
and  is  often  successful  in  clear  water ;  it  is  employed,  too, 
chiefly  when  gentles  or  greaves  are  used  as  bait,  about  half  a 
dozen  gentles,  or  a  small  piece  of  greaves,  being  stuck  on  a 
perch-hook.  About  a  foot  or  more  above  the  hook,  a  little 
bit  of  stick,  of  about  an  inch  in  length,  is  fastened 
crosswise ;  this  is  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  ball  on 
the  line.  A  lump  of  stiff  clay,  of  the  size  of  an  orange,  is 
then  taken,  and  some  gentles  being  enclosed  in  it,  it  is 
worked  up  with  bran  over  the  piece  of  stick  on  to  the  line. 
The  gut  between  the  ball  and  the  hook  is  then  wound 
round  the  ball  and  drawn  into  the  clay,  which  is  squeezed 
and  worked  over  it,  so  that  only  the  hook  shall  protrude 
beyond  the  proper  end  of  the  ball,  which  is  then  dropped 
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to  the  bottom — the  hook  with  the  gentles  ghowing  just 
outfiide  the  ball,  in  the  most  attractive  way  (see  Plate  11. 
figs.  8  and  9).  Soon  the  gentles  in  the  clay  force  their  way 
out,  and  the  fish  taking  them  from  the  ball,  almost  inevitably 
take  the  ones  on  the  hook  also ;  the  angler  strikes  when 
he  feels  a  bite,  which  he  does  almost  as  easily  as  with  the 
ledger,  and  the  strike  shakes  and  breaks  off  the  clay  ball, 
leaving  the  line  free  to  play  the  fish.  Some  anglers, 
to  make  the  lure  more  deceptive,  enclose  the  hook  in  the 
clay  ball  and  let  the  fish  dig  it  out,  but  it  is  not  necessary ; 
a  stoutish  rod  and  tackle  are  required.  This  is  a  very 
killing  plan,  when  the  fish  are  biting  shyly ;  but  it  cannot, 
of  course,  be  practised  far  from  the  boat  or  punt. 

The  French  fish  somewhat  in  this  style,  using  a  short 
piece  of  whalebone  or  stick,  of  some  eighteen  inches  long, 
instead  of  a  rod,  and  playing  the  fish,  when  hooked,  with 
the  hands.  The  tackle  they  use  is  of  course  stout.  They 
weld  up  horse-dung  with  the  clay  ball,  which  is  supposed  to 
render  it  more  attractive.  I  have  seen  a  Frenchman  make 
some  very  good  takes  of  barbel  in  this  way,  with  about 
twelve  feet  of  water-cord,  and  the  half  of  an  old  umbrella 
rib.  The  slightest  bite  is  felt  very  distinctly  with  this  ap- 
paratus. Though  cheese  is  often  used  in  float-fishing,  it 
is  more  often  so  used  for  chub  (which  are  particularly  fond 
of  cheese)  than  barbel.  The  cheese  used  on  the  Trent 
and  in  the  midland  counties  is  made  of  skim-milk,  and 
without  salt;  it  must  be  cut  into  small  pieces,  of  the 
size  of  a  small  gooseberry.  As  at  almost  every  strike  the 
bait  requires  to  be  renewed,  when  other  baits  can  be  ob- 
tained it  is  not  much  in  favour.  Barbel  also  take  greaves 
well,  and  likewise  gentles ;  both  may  be  used  either  with 
float  or  ledger.  Barbel,  particularly  the  larger  ones,  may, 
in  the  spring  of  the  year,  often  be  taken  with  a  spinning 
bait,  when  the  angler  is  spinning  for  trout,  in  weir-pools 
and  such  rough  water.     I  have  known  many  large  onea 
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caught  thus,  and  one  of  above  fifteen  pounds  was  taken 
years  back,  by  poor  old  Bill  Wisdom,  af  Hampton  Court 
weir,  on  the  Thames.  Still  they  cannot  be  called  a  preda- 
ceous  fish.  Another  bait  which  answers  well  for  them  is 
a  piece  of  a  lampem ;  this  is  a  killing  bait  in  November, 
when  the  lampems  are  running — the  ground-bait  being 
the  head,  blood,  and  intestines  of  lampems.  I  have,  with 
the  ledger,  made  some  very  fine  takes  with  this  bait,  once 
taking  many  heavy  fish,  my  first  four  ones  being  five,  six, 
eight,  and  twelve  pounds  each.  It  is  not  often  used,  how- 
ever, as  the  barbel  retires  to  winter-quarters  at  the  first 
smart  frost,  and  the  lampems  seldom  run  in  any  numbers 
until  a  frost  or  two  has  occurred. 

Fishing  for  barbel  with  fine  roach  tackle  is,  however, 
certainly  productive  of  the  most  sport,  though  it  is  not  the 
way  to  make  a  large  bag ;  for,  if  the  angler  be  using  fine 
roach  tackle,  and  hooks  a  good  fish,  he  may  waste  an  hour 
or  an  hour  and  a  half  over  him,  and  then  lose  him  after 
all,  as  I  have  done  scores  of  times.  I  always  fished  with 
single  hair  formerly,  when  float-fishing  from  a  punt,  and 
have  killed  very  many  barbel  of  four  and  five  pounds 
weight  with  it ;  but  so  much  time  and  so  many  fish  were 
lost  at  it,  that  I  have  long  discontinued  it.  I  once  re- 
member, many  years  since,  hooking  an  apparently  large 
fish  on  single  hair,  about  five  o'clock  one  November  after- 
noon. I  played  him  for  a  long  time  until  my  arm  grew 
tired,  when  I  handed  the  rod  to  a  friend  who  was  with 
me.  He  tired,  and  handed  the  rod  to  Wisdom,  who,  in 
turn,  gave  it  back  to  me.  They  both  despaired  of  our 
ever  killing  the  fish,  and  set  his  weight  at  a  dozen  pounds 
at  least.  '  Hell  take  you  all  night,  sir,'  said  Wisdom. 
'  Then  I'll  stop  with  him  all  night,  if  he  does  not  break 
me,  for  I  never  have  been  able  to  kill  one  of  these  big 
ones  with  a  single  hair,'  was  my  reply.  I  had  often  in  the 
same  spot  hooked  three  or  four  of  these  monsters  in  a 
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morning,  but  I  never  could  kill  one  of  them.   They  always 
got  away,  for  not  far  below  us  was  a  large  deep  hole,  full 
of  snags,  old  roots,  and  rubbish  ;  and  sooner  or  later  they 
always  remembered  their  hold  here,  and  dashed  into  it 
headlong.      Even  stout  ledger-tackle  would  hardly  have 
held  them,  and  that  they  were  very  shy  at,  preferring  the 
single   hair  greatly.      This  hole  was   about   fifty  yards 
below  us,  and  I  constantly  expected  the  fish  would  make 
for   it.     However,  though  he  made   constant  runs,  he 
never  cared  to  go  above  half  the  distance,  but  sheered 
about,  now  out  in  the  stream  and  now  in  towards  the 
campshot.     It  had  long  been  dark,  and  he  showed  no 
symptoms  of  tiring,  though  he  had  in  turn  tired  all  of  us. 
Playing  a  fish  in  the  dark  is  awkward  work,  so  we  hailed 
some  men,  several  of  whom,  attracted  by  the  report  of  our 
having  hooked  ^  a  big  un,'  were  standing  on  the  bank,  to 
bring  us  a  couple  of  lanthoms  and  some  hot  brandy  and 
water,  for  it  was  bitterly  cold ;  and  with  the  aid  of  the 
lanthoms  we  at  length  managed  to  get  the  net  under  the 
fish  and  lifted  him  out.     It  was  half-past  eight  when  he  was 
landed,  so  that  I  had  had  him  on  three  and  a  half  hours. 
And  now  what  does  the  reader  think  he  weighed  ?     I  was 
disgusted  to  find  that  he  was  only  a  six  and  a  half  pound 
fish ;  had  I  known  it,  I  would  have  broken  from  him  hours 
before ;  but  it  turned  out  that  he  was  hooked  by  the  back- 
fin,  and  his  head  being  perfectly  free,  of  course  he  played 
as  heavily  as  a  fish  of  double  the  size ;  and  even  now,  re- 
membering what  the  stream  was,  I  wonder  how  I  did 
succeed  in  landing  him,  as  a  fish  so  hooked,  having  his 
broadside  opposed  to  the  water,  has  great  power  of  resist- 
ance.    Indeed,  I  consider  that  the  accomplishment  was 
equal  to  killing  a  fish  of  double  the  weight  ii  fairly  hooked. 
The  feat  may  sound  incredible — three  hours  and  a  half 
with  only  a  single  horsehair,  a  fin-hooked  fish,  and  a  heavy 
stream  —  nevertheless  it  is  strictly  true.     Had  the  hold 
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been  in  the  mouth  instead  of  the  hard,  tough  fin,  it  would 
probably  have  cut  out  in  half  the  time.  Now  I  give  this 
piece  of  advice  to  all  anglers  who  may  be  fishing  from 
a  punt  with  roach-tackle,  and  who  chance  to  hook  a  big 
one,  and  it  is  a  wrinkle  worth  remembering.  Let  the 
punt  go  from  the  poles  and  get  below  him  if  you  can  be- 
fore he  knows  what  he  is  about,  so  as  to  lead  him  down 
stream  as  far  from  his  hold  (and  big  fish  always  have  one) 
as  possible.  For  if  you  keep  playing  him  about  the  spot 
where  you  hooked  him,  sooner  or  later  he  will  make  a  bolt 
to  his  holt,  when  you  may  wish  him  good-bye.  There- 
fore, get  him,  if  possible,  to  travel  into  a  strange  country, 
when,  if  the  bottom  be  fairly  clear  and  the  hold  good, 
you  may  easily  reduce  it  to  a  question  of  patience.  The 
largest  I  ever  took  or  saw  taken  weighed  a  little  over 
twelve  pounds,  and  was  taken  on  the  ledger  with  lampern 
bait  as  noted  above.  I  have  seen  scores  of  ten  and  even 
eleven  pound  fish,  but  an  honest  twelve  pounder  is  deci- 
dedly rare  in  the  Thames.  One  hears  of  twelve  pounders 
often,  but  one  does  not  see  them  weighed,  and  Thames 
water,  from  its  strong  magnifying  powers,  should  be  used 
for  microscopes. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

BOTTOM'  FISHIN  G— continued, 

KOTTIN6HAH  ANGUITO — CASTING  FROM  THE  BBBL-^DACBING — UOHT 

COSKING THE  SLIDER,   ETC. 

Having  spoken  of  the  Nottingham  school  of  fishing,  it 
may  be  as  well  here  to  give  some  idea  of  its  method  and 
the  means  and  appliances  connected  with  it.  In  the  first 
place,  then,  as  to  tackle,  Nottingham  reels  differ  widely, 
from  those  commonly  employed ;  they  are  usually  made 
of  wood  and  in  two  pieces.  The  reel  part  turning  on 
a  spindle  fixed  in  the  centre  of  the  portion  which  forms 
the  basis  of  the  reel.  This  is  contrived  so  that  the  reel 
shall  run  with  the  utmost  freedom  at  the  lightest  touch. 
These  reels  were  invented  chiefly  for  bank-fishing,  where 
it  is  required  to  cast  out  a  long  line.  In  the  fashion 
pursued  by  the  fishermen  who  require  to  cast  a  long  line 
on  the  Thames,  for  ledgering  or  spinning  more  parti- 
cularly, the  line  is  drawn  oflf  the  reel  and  laid  loosely  in 
coils  at  the  fisherman's  feet.  Such  a  practice  would  not 
do  where  the  angler  is  walking  along  the  bank  of  a  river, 
or  fishing  haply  from  a  withy  or  reed  bed,  for  his  line 
would  be  constantly  catching  in  twigs,  thorns,  or  particles 
of  rubbish,  and  a  tangle  at  the  rings  at  every  cast  would 
be  inevitable.  Added  to  this,  the  Nottingham  style  of 
float-fishing  absolutely  requires  the  finest  and  lightest  silk 
running-line  made,  and  the  line  used  for  float-fishing  is  of 
Derby  twist,  scarce  coarser  than  the  common  netting-silk. 
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This  would,  if  drawn  oflF  the  reel  and  laid  in  coils,  of  itself 
hank  and  tangle  up  into  inextricably  knots,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  required  to  run  off  the  reel,  and  that,  as  I 
have  said,  with  the  utmost  freedom  from  friction,  for  if 
there  were  much  friction  it  would  not  run  at  all.  Indeed, 
such  is  the  freedom  of  these  reels,  that  they  more  often 
than  not,  in  throwing  a  heavy  tackle  or  letting  out  long 
line,  require  to  be  regulated  or  moderated  in  their  pace, 
and  this  (as  the  right  hand  is  engaged  in  holding  the  rod) 
is  done  by  the  pressure  of  the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand 
on  the  edge  or  circumference  of  the  revolving  reel,  softer 
or  harder  as  the  pace  is  required  to  be  moderated,  while 
increased  pressure  stops  the  run  of  the  line  altogether.  If 
this  be  not  done,  when  the  reel  is  in  full  impetus,  it  turns 
round  so  much  faster  than  the  line  runs  out  through  the 
rings  that  it  is  apt  to  overrun  the  line,  and  a  sad  tangle 
and  bungle  is  the  result.  This  part  of  the  operation 
requires  practice,  and  a  good  deal  of  practice.  Indeed, 
the  whole  system  is  much  more  diflScult  than  the  one 
in  ordinary  use  on  the  Thames,  but  to  compensate 
for  this  it  is  much  neater,  and  more  deadly  when  once 
acquired. 

The  equipment  of  the  Nottingham  roach  and  dace-fisher 
will  be  as  follows  :  Eod,  light  and  springy,  more  flexible  than 
a  Thames  punt-rod,  but  not  so  flexible  as  a  fly-rod,  almost 
midway  between  the  two,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  feet 
long  and  not  too  heavy  for  one  hand,  and  with  small  upright 
rings;  a  wooden  reel  with  seventy  or  eighty  yards  of  the  finest 
Derby  twist  on  it ;  a  tackle  of  very  fine  gut  of  about  four  or 
five  feet  in  length.  The  hook  used  is  usually  of  the  straight 
round  bend  pattern,  as  they  fish  oftener  with  worm  than 
any  other  bait ;  the  size  of  course  will  be  proportioned  to 
the  fish — for  dace,  roach,  &c.,  they  use  a  size  equal  to  a 
No.  8.  The  float  is  composed  solely  of  some  eight  inches  of 
a  good  sound  goose-quill,  the  top  of  which  is  painted  red 
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to  make  it  watertight,  the  bottom  having  a  ring  for  the 
line  to  pass  through  whipped  on  to  it.  The  float  has  no 
caps,  as  being  usually  fastened  on  the  running  line,  instead 
of  on  the  tackle  (as  in  Thames  fishing),  it  is  fastened  on 
with  two  half  hitches.  This  float  carries  about  from  four  to 
six  BB  shot,  the  lowest  of  which  is  a  good  foot  above  the 
hook,  so  as  to  allow  the  bait  to  drag  for  some  inches  on  the 
bottom  without  catching ;  the  others  are  placedrat  intervals 
of  some  six  inches  or  so  up  the  tackle.  This  is  far  better 
and  less*  visible,  and  the  line  swims  straighter  and  less 
wavily  in  the  water  than  in  the  Thames  plan,  where  the 
shot  are  all  crowded  together  at  one  spot  (some  six  or  eight 
inches  above  the  hook).  With  this  tackle  they  fish  for 
roach,  dace,  perch,  gudgeon,  chub,  and  bream,  and  in  a 
light  or  slow  water  occasionally  for  barbel ;  though  for 
regular  barbel-fishing  in  the  heavy  streams,  they  have  a 
set  of  heavier  apparatus  altogether,  which  is  called  *  light 
corking  tackle,'  because  they  use  for  it  their  lightest  cork 
float;  the  one  above  described  being  but  quill.  The 
harbel  float  has  an  elongated  cork  body,  more  or  less 
bulky,  supplemented  over  it. 

Now,  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  a  Nottingham  fisher- 
man is,  not  to  let  the  fish  see  or  hear  him,  and  therefore 
he  fishes  as  far  ofif  the  fish  as  he  reasonably  can.  Walking 
along  the  bank  of  a  river,  if  he  has  not  already  selected  a 
swim,  he  fixes  upon  a  spot  that  looks  likely  to  yield  fish. 
He  decides  to  fish  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  shore 
where  the  stream  is  steady  and  not  too  strong,  and  the 
water  apparently  of  the  right  depth.  The  first  thing  is  to 
find  the  depth.  A  London  angler  would  plump  in  a  lump 
of  lead  and  work  it  about  up  and  down  all  over  the  swim, 
thereby  scaring  all  the  fish,  to  commence  with.  But  the 
Nottingham  man  does  nothing  of  the  sort ;  he  adjusts  his 
float  at  what  he  supposes  to  be  about  the  right  depth,  casts 
his  tackle  out  to  the  exact  distance  he  intends  to  fish,  and 
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allows  his  float  to  swim  down  stream.  If  it  swim  quite  up- 
right without  the  slightest  symptom  of  dragging,  it  is  too 
shallow,  and  the  depth  of  line  must  be  increased.  If  the 
float  bob  under,  the  shots  are  on  the  ground,  and  the  line 
must  be  shallowed,  and  so  on,  and  after  four  or  five  swims 
are  tried  he  hits,  by  judgment,  the  right  depth,  which  is  for 
the  worm  to  trip  or  drag  slightly  over  the  bottom  without 
the  shot  coming  in  contact  with  it,  for  if  the  worm  be  pro- 
perly hooked,  and  the  bottom  not  foul,  the  tackle  will 
nearly  always  carry  the  worm  with  it;  should  it  hang, 
a  slight  raising  of  the  rod-point  will  loosen  it.  Having 
found  the  depth  of  the  water  opposite  to  him,  he  proceeds 
to  try  it  for  the  whole  length  of  the  swim,  for  a  Notting- 
ham angler's  swim  is  often  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  yards 
in  length ;  sometimes  it  does  not  commence  until  the  float 
is  almost  that  distance  from  him,  the  intermediate  water 
being  a  cautionary  compliment  to  the  fishes'  sharpness  of 
sight  and  sensation.  Of  course,  having  taken  up  the  posi- 
tion or  line  of  swim,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  which  he 
means  to  travel  over,  it  is  expedient  to  keep  in  that  line, 
as  it  is  there  his  ground-bait  will  be  cast,  and  a  few 
feet  outside  or  inside  of  it  will  be  so  far  from  the  fish. 
Considerable  nicety  of  judgment  is  required  to  keep  to 
this.  Having  now  to  try  the  swim  the  whole  length,  and 
pitched  his  tackle  out  to  the  requisite  distance,  he  lowers 
the  point  of  the  rod  until  it  slightly  inclines  from  the 
thigh  towards  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  follows  the  float 
(with  neither  too  free  nor  too  tight  a  line)  with  the  point  of 
the  rod  until  the  float  has  all  the  line  he  can  give,  from 
the  rod-point  down  stream  with  it.  Now  comes  the  nicer 
part  of  the  operation,  and  that  is  to  give  oflf  line  from  the 
reel  so  lightly  and  continuously  that  it  shall  run  freely 
through  the  rings  and  never  check  the  swim  of  the  float. 
This  is  done  by  keeping  the  reel  turning  fast  or  slow  in 
exact  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  stream,  by 
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working  it  by  quick^  short  touches  on  the  edge  or  circum- 
ference from  one  of  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand. 

If^  in  going  down  the  swim,  the  angler  finds  that  it 
deepens  off  very  much,  or  that  there  is  too  much  of  a 
rise  or  hill,  or  that  the  bottom  is  foul,  he  has  nothing 
for  it  but  to  choose  another  swim.  Supposing  that  he 
has  at  length  found  a  swim  sufficiently  level  through- 
out and  to  his  mind,  he  breaks  up  four  or  five  worms 
into  very  small  pieces  and  throws  them  in  well  above 
the  swim,  calculating  carefully  whereabouts  they  are 
likely  to  ground ;  and  here  again  is  a  point  that  requires 
practice  and  judgment,  because  if  thrown  in  too  high 
up  the  stream  the  bait  grounds  too  soon,  and  the  fish  are 
drawn  up  out  of  the  swim.  If  too  low,  then  the  reverse 
happens.  The  great  object  is  to  fish  over  your  ground- 
bait,  and  for  this  purpose  you  must  observe  not  only  the 
latitude  of  the  swim,  but  the  longitude  also.  There  is  a 
great  deal  more  in  this  than  many  suppose,  and  many  an 
indifferent  day's  sport  has  no  doubt  been  ascribed  to  any 
other  cause  but  the  right  one,  in  consequence  of  neglect 
or  miscalculation  of  this  important  point.  Now,  having 
ascertained  that  the  bottom  of  the  swim  is  tolerably  clear 
of  obstruction,  and  thrown  in  bait,  &c.,  the  angler  com- 
mences his  swim,  but  first  it  may  happen  that  the  swim  he 
has  selected  is  some  two  rods'  lengths  from  the  shore 
(roach  and  dace  swims  are  seldom  more,  though  barbel  of 
course  will  lay  in  the  heavier  streams  more  towards  the 
centre  of  the  river).  Now,  suppose  the  angler's  swim  to  be, 
let  us  say,  twenty  feet  from  the  spot  he  stands  on,  the  length 
of  his  rod  is  twelve  or  thirteen  feet,  s6  he  may  take  nine  or 
ten  feet  for  the  rod,  or  perhaps  a  little  less ;  the  depth  of 
the  water  is  five  feet,  so  that  supposing  his  bait  to  hang  at 
the  full  length  of  the  rod,  which  is  as  much  line  as  he  will 
be  able  to  swing  out,  and  probably  more,  his  float  will  be 
some  half-way  up  the  rod  and  there  will  be  but  five  feet 
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of  line  to  add  to  the  ten  feet  allowed  for  the  rod ;  but 
he  wants  to  get  the  float  five  or  six  feet  farther  out — 
how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  The  tackle  is  datfie  tackle,  and 
is  therefore  too  light  to  cast  from  the  reel,  for  with  such 
a  light  weight  the  reel  would  not  revolve ;  he  cannot 
lay  any  line  on  the  grass  at  his  feet,  nor  allow  any  to 
hang  loose  from  the  reel,  because  a  line  so  light  as  the 
fine  Derby  twist  would  inevitably  twist  up  and  tangle  so 
that  it  would  catch  at  the  first  ring ;  so,  to  overcome  all 
these  difficulties,  he  takes  hold  of  the  running  line  above  the 
first  rod-ring  with  the  left  hand,  and  draws  as  much  as  he 
requires  oflF  the  reel,  and  holds  it  away  from  his  left  side 
(farther  from  or  nearer  to  his  body  as  the  case  may  require), 
thus  keeping  the  spare  line  that  is  to  run  through  the  rings 
straight  and  tight,  so  that  it  cannot  tangle.  While  doing 
this  he  will  find  it  necessary  to  hold  the  rod  close  to  the 
reel,  so  that  the  hand  which  holds  it  may  be  pressed  against 
the  reel  to  prevent  it  from  turning  round  and  loosening  the 
line.  Then  poising  the  rod  clear  of  his  body  on  the  right 
side,  he  gives  his  bait  and  tackle  the  requisite  swing  towards 
the  point  he  desires  to  reach,  and  as  he  makes  the  swing  he 
relinquishes  his  hold  on  the  line  in  his  left  hand  and  the  spare 
Une  goes  clear  and  fairly  through  the  rings  without  tangle 
or  cat<5h.  (See  Plate  VIII.  fig.  1.)  By  extending  his  left 
hand  farther  out  from  his  side  he  can  increase  the  quantity  of 
spare  line  up  to  a  certain  point.  Should  he  require  more 
still,  he  will  have  to  take  hold  of  the  line  above  the  second 
ring  instead  of  the  first,  or  even  if  need  be  the  third  or 
fourth,  and  so  on,  and  thus  he  will  be  able  to  get  out  suffi- 
cient line  safely  to  enable  him  to  cast  his  tackle  without 
catch  or  tangle  to  almost  any  reasonable  distance  he  may  re- 
quire for  roach  and  dace-fishing.*  We  will  suppose  that  the 
float  is  cast  to  its  destination,  which  should  be  a  little  up 

*  This  style  of  casting  the  bait  will  be  found  most  useful  to  the  trout- 
fisher  when  wading  and  spinning  a  minnow,  or  casting  a  worm. 
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stream  from  where  the  angler  is  standing,  with  the  point  of 
the  rod  raised  always  if  possible  above  or  up  stream  of  the 
float,  and  just  so  much  as  to  keep  a  moderately  tight  line, 
not  sufficient  to  lift  or  check  the  float  (for  if  this  happens 
the  float  is  drawn  inwards  towards  the  bank,  and  probably 
out  of  the  swim),  but  sufficiently  to  enable  the  angler  to  strike 
the  instant  he  perceives  a  bite,  and  without  having  any 
bagged  or  slack  line.  Following  the  float  with  the  point  of 
the  rod,  and  lowering  the  point  until  all  the  line  he  can 
give  is  given,  the  angler  then  applies  his  left  hand  to  the  reel 
and  turns  it  gently  as  before  described,  giving  oflf  line  as  it  is 
required,  but  not  faster,  nor  yet  so  slowly  as  to  check  the 
float.  The  instant  he  sees  a  bite  he  strikes  sharply,  but  not 
too  heavily,  up  stream,  and,  having  hooked  his  fish,  winds 
on  him  with  the  reel  until  he  gets  him  well  under  the  rod- 
point.  Failing  in  getting  a  bite,  he  allows  the  float  to 
travel  down  stream  fifteen,  twenty,  or  even  more,  yards 
until  he  is*  sure  that  he  has  completely  covered  the  space 
where  the  ground-bait  is  likely  to  be — when  he  strikes, 
winds  up  the  spare  line,  poises  the  rod,  draws  oflf  the  requi- 
site quantity,  and  repeats  his  cast.  If  he  has  half  a  dozen 
full  swims  without  a  bite  he  usually  considers  there  are  no 
fish  there,  and  goes  on  to  another  spot.  But  if  the  place 
looks  so  favourable  as  to  tempt  him  further  he  may  per- 
haps try  the  experiment  of  two  or  three  more  worms  broken 
up.  Usually,  however,  he  is  not  induced  to  commit  such 
extravagance.  If  he  gets  a  fish  or  two,  or  a  bite  or  two, 
he  then  breaks  up  half  a  dozen  more  worms  at  the  first 
pause  in  the  biting  and  sticks  to  his  swim,  only  repeating 
the  dose  when  the  fish  begin  to  slacken  in  their  biting.  A 
dozen  worms  will  often  be  all  the  ground-bait  he  will  use 
in  a  pitch  which  may  give  him  as  many  or  even  double  as 
many  fish.  The  hook-bait  in  this  kind  of  fishing  is  usually 
a  small  red  worm,  though  scratching,  as  they  term  greaves 
there,  is  used  when  worms  are  not  to  be  had.     One  great 
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point  the  Nottingham  angler  pays  the  utmost  attention  to 
is^  that  all  his  baits  shall  be  thoroughly  sweet  and  scoured, 
and  as  lively  as  possible. 

Having  now  described  this  method  of  fishing,  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  fine  line  is  of  the  first  necessity  to  it.  It 
does  not  sink  in  the  water,  but  lies  lightly  on  the  surface, 
so  that  the  strike  is  not  impeded  in  any  way.  It  sucks 
up  very  little  water,  too,  and  soon>  dries,  and  beyond 
this  it  runs  off  the  reel  much  more  freely  than  a  thicker 
line  would.  So  far  there  is  every  advantage  in  favour  of  it, 
but  if  it  raiofl  and  the  rings  get  wet,  it  becomes  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  the  light  line  to  run,  even  by  the  most  assiduous 
wiping ;  and  if  there  be  a  strong  contrary  wind,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  fish  satisfisu^torily. 

If  he  goes  for  barbel-fishing  then  he  usually  uses  a  rod 
and  tackle  a  trifle  heavier  and  larger.  This  is  called 
^  light  corking/  because  the  float  used  is  a  light  cork  one. 
This  will  carry  sufficient  weight  to  enable  the  tackle  to  be 
cast  oflF  the  reel.*  It  will  be  evident  that  the  angler  has 
here  no  need  to  draw  ofif  line  in  the  left  hand  as  in  dace- 
fishing.  In  roving  for  barbel  the  process  is  similar  to  that 
for  roach  and  dace,  but  larger  worms  are  used,  and  the  tail 
of  a  nice  lively  lob  is  placed  upon  a  hook  some  two  or 
three  sizes  larger.  Eoving  for  barbel  is  not  often  resorted 
to  if  the  angler  can  manage  to  bait  a  pitch  the  day  before. 
Indeed,  in  order  to  increase  the  chance  of  sport,  it  is  not 
unusual  to  bait  two  or  three  days  before  ^nd  to  repeat  the 
baitings  at  some  twenty  or  twenty-four  hours'  interval 
two  or  three  times. 

It  will  often  happen  that  the  hole  or  swim  to  be  fished 
is  some  distance  from  the  shore  and  is  deeper  than  can  be 

*  This  cast,  howeyer,  is  by  no  means  easy  to  acquire.  Even  the  old 
Thames  spinner  or  ledger-fisher  will  find  it  no  certainty,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement will  very  often  find  his  fioat  round  his  head,  or  his  rod,  perhaps, 
or  anywhere  but  where  he  wants  it  to  be ;  but  patience,  practice,  and  perse- 
verance do  much. 
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conveniently  cast  from  the  rod,  deeper  perhaps  than  the 
length  of  the  rod.     When  this  is  the  case  they  use  a  float 
which  they  call  *  a  slider.'    The  slider  is  not  a  fixed  float, 
but  has  a  ring  at  the  top  as  well  as  at  the  bottom,  standing 
out  sideways  so  that  the  line  may  travel  freely  through 
tbem.     To  use  this  float,  it  is  slipped  on  the  line  through 
both  rings  and  finds  its  resting-place  upon  the  uppermost 
«hot  of  the  sinkers.     When  the  float  is  dropped  into  the 
water  it  floats  in  its  proper  position,  but  the  sinkers  carry 
tbe  bait  to  the  bottom,  drawing  line  enough  for  that  pur- 
pose with  them  down  through  the  float  rings.     Now,  the 
depth,  having  been  carefully  plumbed  previously,  is  marked 
on  the  line  by  the  tying  on  of  a  little  fragment  of  India- 
rubber  elastic,  which  just  offors  enough  resistance  to  pre- 
vent the  line  running  any  farther  than  is  requisite  through 
the  small  float  rings,  upon  which  therefore  the  bit  of  India- 
rubber  rests,  keeping  the  bait  at  the  required  depth  below. 
Should  a  fish  bite,  of  course  the  check  of  the  India-rubber 
allows  the  float  to  be  pulled  down  in  the  usual  way,  but  it 
does  not  offer  suflScient  resistance  to  prevent  its  being  wound 
up  or  sent  through  the  rod-rings  when  cast.      The  hole  to 
be  fished  may  be  thirty  feet  deep  and  twenty  feet  from  the 
shore,  and  the  rod  but  twelve  feet  long,  yet  by  the  aid  of 
the  slider  it  can  easily  be  fished.  (See  Plate  II.  fig.  1.)  The 
sUder  is  now  a  good  deal  used  by  Thames  fishermen  for 
traveller-fishing  in  deepish  water,  because  in  playing  a  good 
fish  with  a  fixed  float  the  float  often  comes  up  to  the  rod- 
point  and  prevents  any  more  line  from  being  wound  in. 
But  the  slider  slips  on  down  to  the  uppermost  shot  if  neces- 
sary, and  always  accommodates  itself  to  the  depth  of  the 
water ;  and  besides  this,  if  the  bait  or  tackle  hangs  for  a 
moment  on  the  bottom  the  raising  of  the  rod-point  brings  a 
direct  action  on  the  line  and  tackle,  and  clears  it  without 
suddenly  checking  and  altering  the  position  of  the  float,  or 
ii^ng  a  splash  with  it  which  woiild  startle  the  sharp-eyed 
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fish.  Indeed,  the  slider  possesses  all  the  qualifications  of 
ordinary  floats,  and  some  which  are  peculiarly  its  own,  and 
which  they  are  devoid  of.  In  adapting  the  Nottingham 
fashion  to  Thames  punt  or  traveller-fishing,  the  slider  is  not 
necessarily  used,  but  a  somewhat  longer  rod  than  the  Not- 
tingham bank-fisher  employs  is  used,  as  the  Thames  punt- 
fisher  is  closer  down  to  the  water  and  has  often  a  longer 
stretch  of  line  to  lift  oflf  the  surface,  as  he  frequently  lets 
out  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  line  and  strikes  his  fish  at  times 
a  long  way  off.  In  this  kind  of  fishing  the  rod  is  held  and 
the  tackle  employed  as  is  described  in  chub-fishing. 

In  ground-baiting  a  pitch,  the  Nottingham  fishermen 
seldom  use  clay  or  any  substance  of  that  kind  to  sink  their 
ground-bait ;  they  break  up  the  worms  and  cast  them  in 
loosely.  The  number  used  runs  from  eight  to  twelve  or 
even  fourteen  himdred  as  the  case  may  require.  They  are 
not  distributed  too  widely,  but  kept  within  the  limits  it  is 
desired  to  fish,  and  twenty  hours  at  least  is  allowed  for  the 
fish  to  feed  on  the  bait  before  they  attempt  to  fish.  Having 
baited  their  pitch,  if  the  water  be  low  and  clear,  they  take 
care  when  they  approach  to  fish,  not  to  come  too  close  to 
their  swim  or  to  make  any  disturbance,  but  they  stand  well 
above  the  place  where  they  expect  to  find  the  fish,  often 
fifteen  or  twenty  yards  above  it,  striking  their  fish  thirty 
or  even  forty  yards  off.  Thus  they  do  not  alarm  the  fish, 
but  often  manage  to  get  good  sport  in  a  water  and  at  a 
time  where  and  when  a  Thames  angler  would  seldom  think 
of  fishing  at  all. 

The  principal  baits  they  use  are  worms,  scratching  or 
greaves,  cheese,  and  creed-malt.  In  all  float-fishing  their 
practice  is  superior  to  that  of  the  Thames,  and  this  appears 
to  be  so  much  recognised  now,  that  Nottingham  tackle 
and  that  style  of  fishing  is  very  commonly  adopted.  But 
it  is  only  in  punt-fishing.  The  much  more  workman- 
like, scientific,  and  deadly  method  pursued  by  the  accom- 
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plished  Nottingham  bank-fisher  is  almost  unknown  to  the 
generality  of  Thames  anglers,  yet  it  is  quite  high  art  in 
float-fishing  from  the  bank,  and  is  not  at  all  easy  to  per- 
form welL  I  strongly  recommend  anglers  who  can  afford 
it  to  take  a  turn  on  the  Trent,  and  put  themselves  under 
the  tuition  of  a  Nottingham  adept.  It  will  be  money 
saved,  as  they  will  be  thereafter  very  independent  of  punts 
and  puntsmen,  and  will  enjoy  the  active  exertion  of 
walking  the  river's  bank  in  preference  to  the  passively 
apoplectic  operation  of  sitting  in  an  arm-chair  with  a 
pipe  and  a  bottle  of  stout  as  a  solatium  for  want  of  sport. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

BOTTOM-FISHING— continued, 

THE  BBEAM— THE  CA.BP — THE  TENCH — THE  EEL — THE  PERCH — ^PA.TBRNOS- 

TBBma,  ETC. 

THE  BREAM  (Cyprinus  brama). 

Of  this  lubberly  carp  there  are  two  kinds  known  to 
anglers :  the  carp  or  golden  bream  and  the  bream-flat  or 
silver  bream.  The  former  is  by  far  the  best  fish  both  for 
size  and  quality,  the  latter  being  of  no  great  value  for 
the  table,  and  not  reaching  any  great  size,  seldom  ex- 
ceeding one  pound.  The  bream  is  very  widely  distributed, 
and  is  found  alike  in  rivers,  ponds,  and  lakes.  In  risers  it 
prefers  quiet,  deep  holes  with  a  loamy  or  sandy  bottom. 
The  deepest  holes  in  ponds  are  likewise  those  preferred. 
The  bream  spawns  in  May,  about  the  latter  end,  and  takes 
some  time  to  recover  condition.  The  bream  is  gregarious, 
swimming  in  large  shoals,  and  when  they  are  inclined  to 
feed,  which  they  are  rather  shy  of,  vast  numbers  of  them 
may  be  taken,  as,  although  somewhat  of  a  nibbler,  yet  if 
time  is  given  to  him,  the  bream  will  almost  always  take  the 
bait  in  the  end.  If  the  angler  does  not  know,  but  is  desir- 
ous to  find  out  whereabouts  bream  haunt  in  a  river,  let  him 
watch  the  likely  spots  early  and  late,  and  he  will  see  one 
every  now  and  then  prime  or  rise  up  like  a  large  roach,  but, 
from  some  peculiarity,  the  bream,  when  it  does  this,  almost 
always  leaves  a  large  bubble  on  the  surface,  which  the 
roach  does  not  do.     When  the  angler  notes  a  bubble  or 
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two  of  this  sort  left  after  the  priming  of  large  fish,  let  him 
watch  the  spot  narrowly  and  he  may  soon  perhaps  satisfy 
his  doubts  as  to  whether  there  be  bream  there  or  no. 

Bream  are  a  curious  fish,  often  disappearing  from  haunts 
they  have  afiocted  for  two  or  three  years  without  any 
apparent  reason,  and  taking  to  some  other  hole  or  eddy. 
In  ray  river  (a  part  of  the  Colne)  I  see  their  roving  habit 
oft^n  exemplified.  They  will  be  in  one  hole  in  a  large 
shoal  one  day,  and  on  another  perhaps  half  a  mile  off. 
Having  chosen  a»  swim,  the  angler  should  ground-bait 
and  fish  it  after  the  same  method  as  that  directed  for 
barbel,  and  with  bream,  as  with  barbel,  worms  are  the 
best  bait,  though  he  will  take  gentles  and  other  grubs. 
The  hook  used  should  be  a  size  or  two  smaller  than 
that  employed  for  barbel,  as  the  bream  likes  a  smaller 
bait.  In  all  other  respects  the  tackle  and  method  are 
similar.  Bream  may  often  by  baiting  be  drawn  out  of  their 
deep  holes  into  the  more  manageable  barbel-swims,  and 
when  this  is  the  case  both  may  be  taken  together.  But 
if  the  holes  can  be  fished  by  any  means,  the  take  will  be 
both  larger  and  more  certain.  This  is  often  difficult,  how- 
ever, and  when  ledger-fishing  under  these  circumstances  it 
is  advisable  to  fasten  a  hook  on  the  ledger  gut  about  six 
inches  above  the  lead,  so  that  there  may  be  one  hook  on 
the  bottom  for  the  barbel  and  one  just  off  it  for  the  bream, 
as  the  bream  is  scarcely  such  a  ground  router  as  the  barbel. 
The  finer  the  angler  can  fish  for  bream  the  better.  Indeed, 
whether  for  bream  or  barbel,  his  tackle  never  should  be 
a  shot  heavier  than  the  stream  requires  to  ride  the  float 
well  and  steadily.  In  pond-fishing  for  bream,  or  in  still 
quiet  eddies,  the  bream  will  often  lift  and  throw  the  float 
flat  upon  the  water.  The  reason  of  this,  I  imagine,  is  that 
it  is  a  round-shaped,  round-bellied  fish,  and  when  it  picks 
up  the  bait  and  then  assumes  its  natural  position  to  eat  it, 
although  the  belly  of  the  fish  may  touch  the  ground,  the 
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head  and  tail  are  some  distance  off  it,  and  hence  the  shots 
and  sinkers  are  lifted,  and  the  float,  instead  of  being  pulled 
down,  is  thrown  up.  When  hooked  in  still,  deep  water, 
the  bream  has  a  disagreeable  knack  of  boring  head  down, 
and  rubbing  and  chafing  the  line  with  its  side  and  tail,  so 
that  the  line  often  cpmes  up  for  a  foot  above  the  hook 
covered  with  slime.  When  hooked  in  a  stream  after  the 
first  rush,  he  soon  turns  on  his  side  and  comes  in  easily. 
Bream  run  to  a  good  weight,  six  or  seven  pounds  being 
not  very  uncommon,  while  occasionally  they  have  been 
caught  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds. 

In  some  of  our  lakes,  particularly  in  Ireland,  as  Loughs 
Neagh,  Conn,  Corrib,  and  Erne,  especially  the  latter,  the 
abundance  of  bream  exceeds  all  belief,  many  cartloads 
being  often  taken  in  one  sweep  of  the  nets.  Bream  bite 
pretty  well  during  the  summer,  more  particularly  to- 
wards evening,  but  as  a  rule  they  take  more  freely  towards 
autumn.  The  carp-bream  are  eatable.  Some  anglers 
say  they  are  really  good  fish :  perhaps  split,  salted,  and 
dried  is  the  best  way  of  eating  them.  There  is  an  old 
proverb  among  the  French  to  the  effect  that  '  He  who 
hath  bream  in  his  pond  may  bid  his  friend  welcome.'  I 
fancy,  *  to  a  day's  fishing '  should  have  been  added,  as  I 
do  not  think  even  French  cookery  could  find  anything 
worth  eulogising  in  a  pond-bream,  the  pond-bream  being 
for  the  most  part  the  bream-flat  or  silver  bream.  Many 
spots  on  the  Thames,  as  Walton,  Weybridge,  Chertsey, 
Shepperton,  Hampton,  &c.,  are  or  have  been  at  times 
famous  for  bream,  and  the  Colne  abounds  in  them  in  parts. 
The  East  India  Docks,  too,  formerly  held  very  fine  bream, 
and  many  of  the  waters  around  London  have  abundance 
of  them.  The  midland  counties'  rivers,  as  the  Trent,  Ouse, 
and  the  Norfolk  streams,  are  also  well  stocked  with  them. 


carp:  theie  shyness.  63 


THE  CARP   (Cyprinus  carpio). 

Tliis  cunning  member  of  the  carp  tribe  requires  all  the 
angler's  skill  to  delude  him,  and  it  will  often  happen  that 
even  after  the  angler  has  exhausted  his  patience  and  inge- 
nuity, our  leathern  mouthed  friend  will  altogether  fail  to 
come  to  hand^  or  rather  to  net.  Small  carp  under  and  up 
to  two  pounds  are  not  so  difficult  to  take,  but  when  the 
angler  essays  his  skill  upon  the  wily  old  veterans  of  the 
pond,  it  is  quite  another  matter.  It  is  difficult  to  get  carp 
to  look  at  the  bait  at  all,  and  when  he  does,  he  will  more 
often  nibble  and  suck  at  it,  and  leave  only  half  of  it  on 
the  hook,  than  he  will  take  it  fairly.  It  is  wonderful,  too, 
how  soon  even  small  carp  get  shy  if  they  are  much  fished 
for.  I  remember  two  ponds  in  which  as  a  boy  I  always 
could  take  large  numbers  of  carp.  In  one  I  once  took 
one  of  four  pounds,  though  usually  they  seldom  exceeded 
two  or  two  and  a  half  pounds ;  but  fish  of  from  one  to  two 
pounds  I  could  generally  catch  in  considerable  numbers. 
In  the  other  pond  I  have  taken  in  one  afternoon  four 
that  weighed  over  twenty-two  pounds,  and  could  usually 
catch  ten  or  a  dozen  or  more  in  one  afternoon ;  but  some 
years  after,  when  the  ponds  became  more  popular  and  fisher- 
men more  plentiful,  I  have  visited  them  and  fished  them 
in  vain,  although  the  carp  were  still  in  them  in  abundance, 
and  might  be  seen  rolling  and  .grubbing  all  around  the 
hook. 

Carp,  owing  to  their  caution,  often  reach  a  very  large 
size,  growing  to  between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds  in 
weight.  A  large  carp,  too,  is  not  only  cunning  before 
he  takes  your  bait,  but  he  quite  appreciates  the  value  of 
large  masses  of  weeds  to  help  him  in  getting  rid  of  it, 
and  as  the  angler  is  compelled  to  fish  as  finely  as  possible, 
and  with  not  too  large  a  hook  nor  too  coarse  gut,  the  wary 
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old  fellow  will  sometimes  give  you  the  slip  even  after  he 
has  been  well  hooked. 

The  usual  method  of  fishing  for  carp  is  to  employ  a 
small  light  float  and  fine  tackle,  and  to  fish  in  the  method 
recommended  for  pond-fishing  generally.  The  hook  should 
not  be  above  No.  7,  or  6  at  the  outside.  The  shot  fine 
and  some  distance  from  the  float,  as  the  mere  gravity  of 
the  hook  and  worm  will  carry  it  to  the  bottom.  The  gut 
fine,  round,  and  olive  or  weed-coloured,  and  the  bait,  as  I 
have  said,  a  small  red  worm.  The  depth  should  be  plumbed 
so  that  the  bait  ifnay  rest  on  the  bottom.  It  is  not  natural 
to  see  a  worm  hanging  in  the  air  barely  touching  the  bot- 
tom, and  that  the  carp  know  well  enough.  In  this  posi- 
tion, too,  the  gut  ascends  directly  fi-om  the  head  of  the 
worm,  and  the  unnatural  attitude  of  the  bait  challenges 
the  carp's  attention  to  this  *  new  thing  in  worms.'  Mons. 
€arp  then  catches  sight  of  the  shot,  and,  lastly,  in  all  pro- 
bability, of  the  float  above.  All  this  is  of  course  strange  and 
unusual,  and  he  proceeds  to  investigate  the  bait  with  all 
due  care  nibbling  and  picking  at  it,  like  the  female  ghoul 
in  the  Arabian  Nights,  who  eat  rice  with  a  bodkin.  He 
cannot  make  up  his  mind  to  take  it,  and  yet  he  cannot 
make  up  his  mind  to  leave  it,  so  he  nibbles,  and  nibbles, 
and  at  last  you  think  he  must  have  got  the  bait,  and  you 
strike.  Now,  it  is  not  customary  for  worms  to  dash  oflF  in 
that  frantic  fashion;  and  therefore,  while  your  worm 
dashes  off  one  way.  Master  Carp  dashes  off  the  other.  It  is 
best  to  take  your  depth  the  evening  before  you  intend  to- 
fish,  so  that  you  need  not  disturb  the  spot  when  you  come 
in  the  morning.  A  longish  bamboo  rod  will  be  found 
useful  for  this  kind  of  angling,  as  it  is  advisable  to  swing 
your  bait  as  far  off  from  the  shore  as  possible. 

If  it  be  not  possible  to  select  and  bait  your  pitch  before- 
hand, it  will  be  only  necessary  to  follow  the  directions  for 
pond-fishing  given  at  the  commencement  of  this  work.    I^ 
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however,  you  can  manage  to  bait  your  pitch,  then  select 
say,  two  places.  Let  the  bottom  be  clear  of  weeds,  and 
the  spot  be  near  rushes,  or  in  some  part  where  you  see 
carp  usually  feeding.  Then,  go  in  the  morning  (if  there 
are  eels  in  the  pond)  and  throw  in  a  few  handfuls  of 
broken  worms,  gentles,  or  any  other  ground-bait  you  may 
select.  The  reason  I  say  the  morning  is,  that  if  there  be 
eels  in  the  pond,  in  all  probability  (as  they  are  unusually 
busy  at  night)  they  will  gobble  up  all  the  worms  before 
the  carp  can  get  a  chance,  and  this  is  one  of  the  miseries 
you  have  to  endure  in  carp-fishing  when  using  worms,  viz., 
that  when  you  expect  a  bite  from  some  noble  carp,  which 
is  cruising  coyly  round  your  hook,  some  wretched  little 
eel  comes  and  takes  your  worm,  and  the  hauling  of  the 
little  brute  out  is  sure  to  scare  the  carp.  It  is  preferable, 
therefore — if  carp  will  take  any  of  the  multifarious  vegeta- 
ble or  mealy  baits  recommended  for  them — to  ground-bait 
with  them.  I,  however,  have  always  found  the  worm  to 
be  the  favourite  bait  with  carp.  Having  baited  your  pitch 
once  or  twice,  or  if  you  like  oftener,  come  to  the  water 
with  your  rod  all  ready,  your  hook  baited  with  a  clean, 
lively  red  worm,  and  well  covered;  pitch  your  float  as 
quietly  as  you  can  out  to  the  requisite  distance,  lay  down 
the  rod  in  the  fork  mentioned  in  pond-fishing,  and  flip  a 
few  bits  of  broken  worm  in  round  about  your  float.  When 
you  see  a  nibble  do  not  be  in  a  hurry,  for  at  the  best  the 
carp  is  a  slow  biter,  and  the  float  will  often  bob  and  wrig- 
gle about  for  half  a  minute  or  so  before  the  bite  is  con- 
firmed; get  the  rod  carefully  and  cautiously  in  hand 
without  disturbing  the  line  or  float,  and  when  the  float 
goes  under  and  sails  majestically  away,  and  not  till  then, 
you  may  raise  the  point  smartly,  and  in  all  probability  a 
desperate  rush  (if  the  fish  is  a  good  one)  will  answer  the 
strike  ;  play  him  as  firmly  as  the  tackle  will  stand,  for  the 
hook  seldom  breaks  out  of  his  tough  mouth,  and  get  him 
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into  the  net  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  with  as  little  dis- 
turbance as  possible.  Then  throw  in  a  handful  of  bait 
and  proceed  to  your  other  baited  pitch,  and  do  likewise, 
allowing  the  disturbance  at  the  first  to  subside  before  you 
return  to  it.  By  working  the  two  pitches  alternately  in 
this  way,  you  may  get  far  more  sport  from  either  of  them 
than  you  would  if  you  had  only  one  baited. 

I  have  spoken  of  other  baits,  and  there  are  an  infinite 
variety  of  baits  which  carp  are  said  to  take.  Paste,  both 
plain  and  honey  paste  (see  bait  table)  are  good,  particularly 
the  plain  white  paste,  which  I  think  is  the  best  of  all ; 
paste  mixed  up  with  gin  or  with  brandy  is  also  said  to 
be  irresistible,  though  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  foimd  it 
so,  although  assured  of  large  takes  made  with  it  by  friends : 
perhaps  the  carp  I  ofiered  it  to  had  taken  the  pledge.  A 
green  pea  is  a  noted  bait  for  carp.  One  carp-fisher  I  know 
of,  swears  by  boiled  beans,  the  large  yellow  haricots,  or 
the  smaller  broad  bean  for  the  hook,  ground-baiting  with 
boiled  barley.  Others  get  good  results  from  a  knob  of 
potato  about  the  size  of  a  dice.  Mr.  Goodwin,  of  Hampton 
Court,  assured  me  that  he  has  made  some  wonderful  takes 
of  very  large  carp,  up  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds  weight 
each,  with  potato,  in  the  canal  in  the  park  there.  His 
method  was  as  follows :  choosing  a  clear  place  where  there 
were  no  weeds  at  the  bottom,  he  would  every  evening  for 
some  days,  throw  in  two  or  three  handfuls  of  chopped 
potatoes  (the  red  potatoes  are  supposed  to  be  preferable, 
but  that  may  be  only  a  whim).  Then,  when  about  to 
fish,  he  would  take,  not  a  float,  but  a  rod  with  ledger 
tackle,  with  tolerably  stout  gut,  and  baiting  the  hook  with 
a  piece  of  potato  of  the  size  of  a  dice,  he  would  throw 
the  tackle  in  in  the  usual  way,  and  allow  the  lead  to  rest 
on  the  bottom,  slackening  the  running  line.  In  time  a  bite 
would  ensue ;  the  fish  would  carry  away  the  potato,  and 
as  he  went  off  for  two  or  three  feet,  the  line  would  be 
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yielded  to  him  easily  and  without  check,  and  would  run 
freely  through  the  bullet,  when  the  strike  brought  matters 
to  an  explanation,  and,  as  the  gut  was  pretty  stout,  even 
though  a  big  fish,  he  was  not  allowed  to  have  everything 
his  own  way.  The  potato  should  be  parboiled  just  suffi- 
ciently to  make  it  stick  well  on  the  hook.  In  this  way, 
Mr.  Goodwin  assured  me  that  he  used  to  take  two  or 
three  large  carp  whenever  he  went  to  fish  for  them,  the 
evening  being  the  preferable  time.  Stout  tackle  can 
be  used  thus,  because  the  gut  rests  on  the  bottom,  and 
the  carp  cannot  see  it  as  he  can  when  it  runs  directly 
from  the  bait  up  through  the  water.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  always  recommend,  in  carp-fishing,  that  the  bait 
should  rest  on  the  bottom,  and  some  inches  of  the  line 
likewise ;  for,  though  the  carp  will  detect  the  finest  gut, 
as  I  have  said,  when  the  bait  is  pendent,  yet  he  will 
not  notice  the  coarsest  tackle  if  it  rests  on  the  bottom. 
Indeed,  I  once  took  a  seven  pound  carp  on  an  eel  line  with 
coarse  string  snooded  hooks,  in  a  pond  where  no  one  has 
ever  been  able  by  ordinary  float  and  line-fishing  to  catch 
the  carp  at  all,  though  they  abound  in  the  pond,  and  are 
of  large  size.  In  using  paste  baits,  the  angler  will  find 
it  to  his  account,  instead  of  using  a  single  hook,  if  he 
employs  a  small  brazed  triangle,  or  three  hooks  braced 
together  back  to  back,  such  as  are  used  on  spinning  tackles. 
This  holds  the  paste  on  far  more  firmly,  thus  resisting  the 
carp's  ^  power  of  suction,'  and  gives  the  angler  a  better 
chance  of  hooking  him.  The  hooks  must  be  completely 
buried  in  the  paste,  and  the  bait  should  be  the  size  of  a 
moderate  gooseberry. 

Some  anglers  in  fishing  a  pond  employ  various  devices 
to  hide  themselves  from  the  sharp  eyes  of  the  fish,  and  stick 
in  bushes  by  the  margin,  or  even  hurdles  to  shelter  them. 
I  never  found  this  particularly  desirable,  though  there  can 
be  no  harm  in  it ;  but  it  is  most  needful  that  the  angler 
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should  move  with  perfect  caution,  and  should  not  stump 
about  on  the  bank — a  very  few  steps  of  an  Irish  jig,  for  ex- 
ample, on  the  bank,  would  be  fatal  to  all  hopes  of  sport  for 
an  hour  or  two.  The  angler  need  never  be  afraid  to  lay  down 
his  rod,  as  the  bite  is  always  so  slow  that  he  has  ample 
time  to  regain  it  before  striking  time  ;  but  when  he  takes 
it  up  he  must  take  it  up  carefully,  and  not  jerk  the  line. 
The  worst  of  the  carp  is  that  you  must  be  content  with 
your  sport,  for  when  you  have  caught  him  (in  England  at 
any  rate,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes)  he  is  not  worth 
eating,  being  a  muddy,  bony,  woolly  beast,  on  whom  any 
sance  or  condiment  is  simply  wasted.  In  many  places 
carp  are  tamed  so  that  they  will  come  and  feed  out  of  their 
keeper's  hand,  and  will  even  come  to  his  whistle,  or  any 
other  accustomed  signal.  In  rivers  the  carp  bites  more 
boldly  than  he  does  in  ponds  ;  at  any  rate,  such  is  the  case 
in  the  Thames,  where  they  are  often  taken  when  the 
angler  is  roach  or  barbel-fishing  in  some  parts.  The 
favourite  method  of  fishing  for  them  there  is  by  a  very 
light  ledger,  and  a  lump  of  paste.  I  do  not,  however, 
think  the  carp  is  native  to  the  Thames.  Some  years 
ago  a  good  many  were  turned  on  at  Teddington,  and 
there  they  certainly  have  thriven,  and  in  the  eddies  by 
the  weir  (a  somewhat  strange  place  for  them  to  affect) 
they  frequently  take  the  worm  boldly,  and  show  good 
sport;  no  doubt  they  might  easily  be  increased  in  the 
Thames,  and  would  form  an  agreeable  diversion  if  more 
general. 

THE   TENCH   {Cyprinm  tinea). 

The  tench  is  a  better  fish  for  the  table  than  the  carp, 
and  if  caught  in  a  tolerably  well  kept  pond,  is  not  a  bad  fish 
to  eat,  the  skin  being  thick  and  glutinous,  and  the  flesh 
white,  firm,  and  sweets  The  method  which  I  have  described 
in   fishing   for   carp   Avith  the   worm   and    float   answers 
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equally  well  for  the  tench,  save  that  the  halt  need  not  rest 
quite  so  much  on  the  ground,  but  the  line  may  be  plumbed, 
so  that  the  bait  may  just  touch  the  bottom  in  the  usual 
way.  The  tench  is  a  very  curious  fish  in  his  habits. 
You  may  see  a  pond  which  is  stocked  with  good  tench, 
aad  look  over  it  narrowly,  and  even  do  so  many  times, 
without  having  the  slightest  idea  that  there  is  a  fish  in  it. 
I  have  known  ponds  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  fish- 
less  for  years,  by  the  merest  accident  to  be  discovered  to 
contain  large  numbers  of  fine  tench  in  them.  The  tench 
is  very  peculiar  in  many  places,  also  in  his  times  of  feed- 
ing ;  on  some  days  they  will  feed  well,  and  again,  you  will 
not  manage  perhaps  to  get  a  fish  in  a  week,  and  though 
this  is  not  always  the  case,  they  are  yet  usually  more  or 
less  capricious.  As  an  illustration  of  the  above,  I  may 
state  that  I  once  knew  a  little  pond  in  Hampshire,  which 
was  not  perhaps  more  than  about  twenty  yards  square.  I 
had  many  times  seen  it,  but  never  saw  a  fish  in  it,  when  one 
day  the  person  to  whom  it  belonged,  knowing  that  I  was 
fond  of  fishing,  asked  me  if  I  would  not  like  to  catch  some 
of  the  tench  in  the  pond.  I  had  no  idea  there  were 
any  in  it,  but  as  he  assured  me  there  were,  and  as  I  had 
nothing  else  to  do  one  afternoon,  I  got  a  bag  of  worms  and 
walked  down  to  the  pond  with  my  rod.  I  put  up  a  small 
light  cork  float,  and  a  couple  of  hooks,  one  four  or  five 
inches  above  the  other,  baited  with  red  worms,  threw  in 
some  broken  worms  and  waited.  Presently  I  caught  a  little 
eel ;  then  another  ;  then  a  little  tench  of  less  than  half  a 
pound  weight ;  then  one  or  two  more  eels,  and,  although  I 
kept  on  throwing  in  the  broken  worms  I  did  no  more,  and 
finally  I  threw  in  the  rest  of  my  worms  and  went  away 
disgusted,  not  having  seen  another  fish  move.  fcJtill  the 
proprietor  assured  me  there  were  good  tench  in  the  pond, 
and  urged  me  to  try  again ;  and  the  next  afternoon,  being 
inclined  for  a  lazy  hour  or  two,  I  took  my  rod,  a  book. 
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and  my  pipe,  and  walked  down  to  the  pond.  I  pitched  in 
my  float  as  usual,  and  sat  down  behind  a  bush,  lighted  my 
pipe,  and  began  to  read,  when  on  looking  up  I  found 
that  my  float  had  disappeared,  and  was  *  making  tracks  ' 
for  the  middle  of  the  pond.  Thinking  it  was  only  a 
small  eel,  I  got  up  lazily,  took  up  the  rod  and  struck, 
when,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  that  I  had  hold  of  some- 
thing a  good  deal  larger  than  I  bargained  for,  and  after 
a  tolerable  tussel,  I  got  out  a  fine  tench  of  a  pound  and 
a  half.  The  book  was  at  once  consigned  to  oblivion, 
and  I  set  to  work  carefully,  and  barely  was  my  float 
settled,  when  *  wriggle,  wriggle,  wriggle,'  it  went,  and 
afber  the  usual  preliminary  gyrations  and  bobs  which 
the  tench  generally  communicates  to  it,  off  it  went; 
I  struck  again,  and  got  another  fine  tench  of  nearly  two 
pounds:  after  this  the  fan  grew  fast  and  furious.  Un- 
fortunately, I  did  not  keep  score  of  the  fish  I  caught, 
as,  finding  I  was  having  such  great  sport,  I  was  afraid  of 
clearing  the  pond  out,  so  I  put  most  of  them  in  again, 
merely  keeping  three  brace  of  two  pounders ;  but  I  should 
imagine  that  I  must  have  captured  about  thirty  fine  tench, 
not  one  of  which  would  be  under  one  and  a  quarter, 
and  many  of  them  topped  two  and  a  half  pounds.  Where 
all  these  large  fish  could  have  packed  themselves  in  this 
mite  of  a  pond  without  ever  attracting  notice,  I  could 
not  imagine.  Tired  of  pulling  them  out,  I  left  off  in  the 
evening  while  the  fish  were  yet  biting  freely.  I  went  there 
again  the  next  day,  and  caught  one  tench  of  three-quarters 
of  a  pound ;  but,  though  I  fished  there  many  times  since, 
/  never  caught  a  tench  afterwards.  Tench  at  times 
feed  freely  enough  all  day;  but  the  favourite  feeding  time  is 
at  dusk,  and  when  you  can  barely  see  your  float — then  they 
will  take  if  they  take  at  all.  Moderately  fine  tackle  is 
desirable,  but  though  the  tench  is  a  slow,  niggling,  tedious 
biter,  he  is  not  so  wary  as  the  carp.     Oftentimes,  however. 
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he  will  play  with  and  nibble  at  the  bait  and  will  leave  it 
after  all.  When  I  find  the  biting  going  on  in  this  fashion 
I  have  found  it  a  capital  plan  to  expedite  matters  by  very 
gently  drawing  the  worm  away  a  few  inches,  when  Dr. 
Tench,  thinking  that  he  is  going  to  lose  his  fee,  usually 
comes  after  it  and  takes  it  well.  This  is  a  peculiar  spe- 
ciality in  tench-fishing,  which  the  angler  will  do  well  to 
remember,  as  it  will  often  stand  him  in  good  stead.  Two 
or  three  shots  will  be  quite  enough  to  sink  the  bait,  and 
the  hook  should  be  about  No.  7,  not  larger.  Tench  will 
feed  on  gentles  and  grubs,  but  the  best  bait  by  far  is  the 
red  worm.  Broken  worms  to  be  used  for  ground-bait,  and 
a  handful  or  two  thrown  in  for  one  or  two  days. before  fish- 
ing, will  no  doubt  serve  as  an  aid  to  sport.  Tench  are 
fonder  of  weedy  ponds  than  carp,  and  a  space  of  a  few 
square  yards  in  the  middle  of  banks  of  weeds  is  often  a 
favourite  find  for  them.  When  once  hooked,  there  is  little 
fear  of  losing  your  tench,  though  he  makes  a  strong 
fight  for  his  life.  The  tenacity  of  life  in  the  tench  is  very 
remarkable:  I  once  carried  onp  in  the  midst  of  a  basket  of 
other  fish  100  miles — the  fish  was  five  hours  at  least 
out  of  the  water.  It  was  at  Christmas  time,  and  though, 
at  the  end  of  the  journey  all  the  other  fish  were  dead  and 
stiff,  the  tench  was  alive;  I  put  him  into  a  bucket  of 
water,  and  he  swam  about  as  if  he  had  only  just  been  taken 
out  of  the  punt's  well.  My  friends  thought  him  uncanny 
and  would  not  eat  him,  so  I  determined  the  next  day  to 
make  my  supper  off  him.  I  took  him  out  of  his  bucket, 
gave  him  a  tap  on  the  head,  rolled  him  up  in  a  handker- 
chief, and  put  him  into  my  portmanteau  amidst  coats, 
trousers,  &c.  I  journeyed  home  again,  and  about  five 
hours  after  I  took  out  my  tench  to  give  him  to  the  cook, 
when  lo!  he  gasped;  I  put  him  into  water,  and  he 
actually  appeared  none  the  worse  for  all  he  had  gone 
through.      Thinking  then   that  he  had   earned  his   lifea 
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I  gave  him  his  liberty,  and  turned  him  into  a  small 
pond,  and  a  twelvemonth  after,  when  we  were  netting 
it  we  got  him  out,  and  he  had  grown  about  half  a 
pound.  I  have  seen  some  tench,  however,  that  have  died 
in  a  much  shorter  time,  though  generally  they  have 
tough  lives.  What  truth  there  may  be  in  the  old  story 
of  the  medical  powers  of  the  tench,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say.  He  is  rather  slimy  as  to  his  skin,  and  if,  like  the 
bream,  he  can  part  with  his  slime  freely,  it  might  prove 
efficacious,  like  '  parmacety  for  an  inward  wound '  pro- 
bably ;  but  I  can  assume  no  other  way  in  which  he  could 
be  at  all  serviceable  as  a  member  of  the  finny  faculty. 

THE  EEL. 

Angling  for  eels  can  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  a  mat- 
ter of  any  great  consequence,  as  regards  sport ;  and  yet 
there  are  times,  such  as  very  hot  still  days,  when  the  trout 
will  not  move,  when  sniggling  an  old  eel  out  of  his  hole 
in  some  lock  or  hatch-gate  is  not  altogether  unamusing, 
while  three  or  four  of  them  form  a  by  no  means  unpleasant 
change  in  the  angler's  bill  of  fare,  in  an  edible  point  of 
view.  And  as  at  times  the  angler  may  be  glad  so  to  amend 
his  supper  or  dinner,  I  give  a  brief  account  of  the  best 
way  of  taking  eels.  Eels  are  principally  caught  in  traps 
constructed  for  the  purpose.  These  are  made  mostly  at  mill 
weirs,  and  such  places,  but  often  independently  of  them. 
Stages  are  erected,  and  on  them  large  baskets  are  set ;  these 
are  called  '  bucks.'  They  are  also  taken  in  smaller  baskets, 
called  pots  or  wheels.  These  are  set  under  banks,  or  in  the 
runs  between  weeds.  In  the  winter  time  they  are  speared, 
a  spear  being  thrust  into  every  likely  looking  spot  in  mud 
banks,  where  they  are  thought  to  be  concealed  ;  and  occa- 
sionally an  eel  comes  up  hanging  between  the  teeth,  fished 
out  of  the  seething  flood  by  a  demon  prong,  like  one  of 
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the  unhappy  peculators  in  the  boiling  pitch  of  Malebolge, 
described  in  the  *  Inferno '  of  Dante.  They  are  also  taken 
on  set  night  lines.  But  these  methods  have  nothing  to  do 
with  angling.  From  an  angling  point  of  view,  they 
are  taken,  imprimis^  with  the  rod  and  l^ne,  a  worm  on 
about  a  No.  6  or  7  hook  being  the  favourite  bait.  It 
matters  little  whether  a  float  be  used  or  not ;  the  only 
requisite  is  to  allow  the  worm  to  lie  upon  the  bottom, 
whence  it  will  be  picked  up  by  the  eels,  and  as  certainly 
devoured.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  one  will 
take  the  worm  in  barbel  or  trout-fishing,  when  it  becomes 
a  very  great  nuisance,  and  if  not  very  speedily  unhooked, 
twists  the  line  into  knots,  and  covers  it  with  slime.  As 
soon  as  the  eel  is  landed,  the  angler  should  set  his  foot 
firmly  upon  the  body,  and  with  his  penknife  sever  the 
vertebraB  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  when  its  struggles 
will  almost  entirely  cease.  Eels  have  been  known  not 
only  to  run  at  and  take  a  spinning  bait,  but  even  to  rise 
at  and  take  an  artificial  fly.  The  way  that*  affords  the 
most  amusement,  however,  is  sniggling.  The  tackle  re- 
quired for  sniggling  is  simply  some  half  dozen  yards  of 
water  cord,  with  a  large  darning  needle  lushed  on  cross- 
wise by  the  middle,  at  one  end  of  it.  This  of  course  is 
easily  carried  in  the  creel,  and  when  the  fish  will  not  rise, 
and  the  angler  is  at  a  loss  for  amusement  (if  the  river 
present  facilities  for  it),  he  may  kill  half  a  dozen  pounds 
or  more  of  eels  easily,  and  so,  as  I  have  said,  amend  his 
feed  without  wasting  his  time.  He  must  cut  a  sniggling 
stick  or  rod,  from  eight  to  ten  feet  long,  or  longer,  with  a 
curved  or  bent  top — a  hazel,  alder,  ash,  or  other  twig  will 
do.  Taking  then  a  lob  worm,  he  must  thrust  the  needle 
into  the  worm,  until  it  be  hidden  within  it  (see  Plate  VI. 
figs.  5  and  6) ;  then  sticking  the  point  of  the  needle  lightly 
into  the  end  of  the  stick,  and  holding  one  end  of  the  string 
in  the  left  hand,  the  stick  in  the  right,  the  angler  must 
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'prospect'  and  look  out  for  some  hole  in  the  bank,  under 
a  stone,  or  the  side  of  lock  walls,  &c.,  which  may  be  likely 
to  hold  an  eel ;  and  directing  the  worm  at  the  point  of  the 
stick  towards  the  hole,  it  should  be  thrust  as  far  as  practi- 
cable into  it.  If  an  eel  be  there,  he  will  immediately 
seize  it,  and  pull  it  from  the  stick ;  when  the  angler  feels 
the  tug,  he  should  draw  the  stick  gently  away  from  the 
spot,  and  give  the  eel  time  to  swallow  the  wprm ;  when  he 
has  reason  to  think  it  has  done  so,  he  must  give  a  slight 
pull,  and  the  needle,  which  has  gone  inside  the  worm 
straight  down  the  eel's  throat,  will  turn  across  in  his  gullet 
and  hook  him  safely.  Now  comes  the  tug  of  war.  The 
eel  will  refuse  to  quit  his  hole  very  likely,  and  turning  his 
tail  about  in  its  sinuosities,  will  firmly  resist  all  efforts  to 
withdraw  him ;  but  the  angler  has  only  to  be  patient  and 
keep  up  a  steady  strain  on  the  string,  and  he  will  in  time 
tire  the  eel  out,  and  it  will  come  out  of  its  hole,  when 
it  will  be  easily  captured.  Eels  of  two  or  three  or  even 
more  pounds  weight  are  often  thus  taken. 

Clod-fishing  is  another  way  of  taking  eels.  It  can 
hardly  be  called  angling,  though  it  has  a  rude  resemblance 
to  it.  A  large  number  of  lob  worms  are  strung  on  pieces 
of  worsted,  and  these  are  all  tied  up  into  a  mass  some- 
what resembling  a  small  mop.  This  is  called  the  '  clod ;  * 
it  is  attached  by  means  of  a  stout  line  of  convenient  length 
to  a  suitable  pole.  When  the  eels  are  running  or  migrating, 
the  angler  takes  his  stand  with  a  pail  half  full  of  water 
beside  him,  and  placed  almost  the  length  of  the  pole  from 
him.  He  drops  the  clod  into  the  water,  and  allows  it  to 
sink  to  the  bottom ;  presently  an  eel  attacks  it ;  as  soon  as 
the  angler  feels  the  bite,  he  raises  the  clod  with  a  steady 
lift  from  the  water,  and  holds  it  over  the  pail.  The  eel's 
teeth  being  entangled  in  the  worsted  he  cannot  easily  of 
himself  let  go.  He  is  shaken  off  into  the  pail,  and  the 
clod  is  once  more  dipped  in  the  water. 
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THE  PERCH  (Pei'ca  fluviatilU). 

The  perch  is  usually  described  as  a  bold-biting  fish, 
and  so  he  may  be  where  he  is  not  much  fished  for,  or 
where  perch  are  over-plentiful  and  small,  or  when,  like 
other  fish,  they  have  a  hungry  day ;  but  if  by  the  above 
character  it  be  meant  that  good  perch  are  deficient  in 
wariness,  then  I  contradict  it.  Where  they  are  at  all 
fished — and  my  remarks  apply  to  rivers  and  lakes  where 
they  are  well  and  regularly  fished  for — there  are  few  fish 
more  capricious  or  careful  in  biting  than  large  perch; 
small  ones  may  often  be  taken  in  any  numbers,  but  not  so 
when  they  gain  experience.  I  have  known  places  haunted 
by  numbers  of  good  perch,  perch  of  from  one  pound  and  a 
half  to  three  pounds  in  weight,  for  season  after  season,  and 
yet  there  are  seldom  more  than  one  or  two  of  them  caught 
in  a  season ;  and  that  nearly  always  at  the  starvation  part  of 
the  year,  i.e.,  aft^r  the  heavy  winter  floods,  when  the  small 
fish  are  all  driven  up  the  brooks,  and  the  perch  are  driven 
into  the  few  still  eddies  that  exist.  Here,  while  the  river  is 
tearing  down  outside  in  a  spate,  from  one  to  two  hundred, 
and  sometimes  more,  perch  will  often  be  congregated  in 
a  space  of  some  ten  or  twenty  square  yards,  perhaps ;  after 
having  battled  with  the  frosts  of  winter,  on  short  rations 
for  weeks,  what  chance  has  a  minnow  among  such  a  host, 
or  what  chance  even  a  hundred  minnows  ?  No  wonder  you 
pull  them  up  two  or  three  at  a  time,  one  for  each  minnow ; 
the  only  wonder  is  that  they  do  not,  in  their  eagerness, 
swallow  the  plummet  of  your  paternoster  in  its  descent, 
by  mistake.  In  truth  and  faith,  January  and  February 
are  deadly  months  for  poor  perchy.  Cabined,  cribbed, 
confined  in  a  black  hole  of  an  eddy,  they  are  pulled  out 
not  in  braces,  dozens,  or  even  scores,  but  often  to  the 
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tune  of  hundreds.  I  have  seen  and  helped  to  catch  ten 
dozen  and  over  out  of  one  hole,  and  I  heard  of  twice  tea 
dozen  being  taken.  But  catch  Master  Perch  on  a  fine 
summer's  day,  in  this  way,  if  you  can.  Often  have  I 
through  the  crystal  clear  water,  watched  the  proceedings 
of  a  dozen  perch  at  the  worm  or  a  minnow  on  my  hook, 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  below ;  how  they  come  up  to 
it  with  all  sail  set,  their  fins  extended,  their  spines  erect, 
as  if  they  meant  to  devour  it  without  hesitation,  and  how 
they  pause  when  they  do  come  up  to  it,  and  swim  gently 
round  it,  as  if  a  worm  or  a  minnow  were  an  article  of 
virtu,  which  required  the  nicest  taste  and  consideration  of  a 
connoisseur  to  appreciate  it  properly.  Then  one  of  the  bold- 
est will  take  hold  of  the  extreme  tip  of  the  tail,  as  timidly 
as  a  bashful  young  gentleman  takes  hold  of  the  tip  of  his 
partner's  finger,  when  he  leads  her  to  the  festive  quadrille, 
and  give  it  a  shake.  Now,  if  you  are  curious,  watch  your 
float;  see  how  it  bobs  down,  after  a  fashion  that  would  make 
you  think  the  perch  must  not  only  have  swallowed  the  bait, 
but  half  digested  it ;  but  they  cannot  make  up  their  minds 
about  it.  Is  it  a  safe  investment  or  is  it  not  ?  Is  it  real 
old  Chelsea  or  only  a  modern  imitation  ?  And  then  comes 
an  aldermanic  perch,  a  warm  liveryman  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  of  nigh  two  pounds,  a  regular  turtle-fed  lord 
mayor  elect,  with  his  cheeks  blown  up,  his  eyes  staring 
out  of  his  head,  his  fins  all  bristling  with  magisterial  im- 
portance. *  Now  then,  what  is  this  case  ?  Ha,  hum !  a 
worm,  eh  ?  yes.  Found  hanging  about  the  streets  with 
no  ascertainable  occupation,  and  without  any  home,  eh? 
Ha  !  bad  case — very  bad !  a  mysterious  and  vagrom  charac- 
ter evidently.  Take  him  away,  some  of  you,  and  lock  him 
up — very  suspicious  indeed — very  much  so,'  and  so  his 
lordship  having  taken  a  half  turn,  and  a  brief  survey  of 
the  wretched  trembling  culprit,  who  with  policeman  hook 
stuck  into  him,  alderman  perch  looking  at  him  angrily  and 
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hungrily,  and  limbo  gaping  at  him  from  Mr.  Alderman's 
stomach,  is  drawn  up  as  useless  and  thrown  on  one  side ; 
while,  with  a  fan  of  his  tail,  the  alderman  scuttles  off  to 
a  fresh  case,  and  all  his  little  people  scuttle  off  after  him, 
save,  perhaps,  one  unhappy  little  devil  who  won't  take 
warning.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  see  this  portrayed, 
should  look  at  poor  Arthur  Smith's  lithograph  of  Eolfe's 
picture,  called  *the  committee  of  taste.'  It  is  a  grand  bit 
of  expression,  and  the  combination  of  greediness,  inquisi- 
tiveness,  pomposity,  and  funk,  in  the  picture,  is  perfectly 
delicious.     But  to  my  angling. 

There  are  various  ways  of  catching  perch.  The  first, 
and  most  common,  is  with  the  live  minnow,  or,  if  minnow 
cannot  be  had,  any  other  small  fish,  or  fry  of  gudgeon, 
dace,  or  roach,  will  do ;  but  these  should  only  be  used  when 
the  angler  has  no  other  alternative,  as,  although  the  perch 
is  infinitely  the  more  desirable  and  valuable  fish,  fry 
should  not  be  wasted.  There  are  four  ways  of  using  a 
minnow,  all  of  which  will  take  perch  :  viz.,  with  a  float 
and  either  one  or  two  hooks,  or  a  paternoster  with  two  or 
three,  with  a  loose  line  and  roving  minnow,  or  by  spinning. 
With  the  float,  the  lowest  hook  (if  two  are  used)  should 
be  two  or  three  inches  off  the  bottom,  and  the  next  one 
should  hang  between  mid-water  and  the  bottom.  The 
best  way  of  baiting  the  minnow  is  to  pass  the  hook  ten- 
derly and  carefully  through  the  gristle  of  the  upper  lip ; 
some  choose  the  back  fin,  but  a  minnow  so  hooked  neither 
lives  so  long  nor  moves  so  freely  as  when  hooked  by  the 
lip.  When  a  perch  takes  the  float  down,  do  not  strike 
directly,  as  the  tackle  used  for  this  fishing  being  usually 
fine,  it  is  as  well  to  make  sure  of  him,  for,  in  spite  of  any- 
thing that  some  sceptical  anglers  may  say  to  the  contrary, 
the  scratching  and  losing  of  one  or  two  perch  does  most 
indubitably  very  often — I  won't  say  always,  because  there 
may  be  exceptions,  but  does  very  often — drive  the  shoal 
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away.  I  have  noticed  it  scores  of  times,  and  have  heard 
many  good  and  experienced  anglers  verify  the  fact.  There- 
fore rather  give  him  a  little  time,  and  even  let  him  leave 
the  bait,  or  cut  it  oiF,  in  preference  to  being  too  hasty  and 
scratching  him.  The  paternoster  is  simply  a  gut  line,  a 
yard  or  four  feet  long,  with  hooks  about  a  foot  apart,  and 
weighted  at  the  end  with  a  bullet  or  pear-shaped  plummet. 
Some  anglers  use  three  hooks,  and  some  two,  a  necessity 
which  is  more  often  regulated  by  the  depth  of  the  water 
to  be  fished.  But  the  lowest  hook,  unless  the  bottom  is 
uDuaually  foul,  should  be  almost  on  the  ground,  as  it  is 
the  habit  of  the  minnows  to  strike  up  toward  the  surface 
in  their  efforts  to  escape,  just  as  it  is  the  habit  of  all  fish 
when  pursued  by  an  enemy ;  fear  causes  them  to  seek  the 
surface,  and  even  to  jump  out  of  the  water  in  their  eflforts 
to  escape,  and  therefore  if  the  minnow  be  not  kept  down, 
it  will  be  much  above  the  head  of  such  perch  as  are  lying 
at  the  bottom,  and,  if  the  water  be  at  all  coloured  (as  is 
best  for  perch-fishing),  this  will  not  only  be  a  fault,  but  a 
great  one;  whereas,  if  the  hook  be  kept  close  down  to 
the  lead,  it  will  catch  two  or  three  fish  against  either  of  the 
other  hook's  one ;  of  course  a  tolerably  clear  bottom  is  re- 
quired in  this  case,  or  the  paternoster  will  hang  up  every 
minute.  The  second  hook  should  hang  two  or  three  inches 
above,  and  clear  of  the  tie  of  the  lower  hook.  This  is  the 
best  form  of  paternoster  made. 

Some  people  make  a  paternoster  by  tying  their  hooks 
on  to  coarse  hog  bristles,  and  these  again  on  to  a  piece  of 
perforated  bone,  through  which  the  main  line  runs,  a 
shot  above  and  below  it  keeping  the  bristled  hook  in  its 
place.  This  is  done  in  order  to  keep  the  minnows  clear  of 
the  main  line  (bristles  being  stiffer  than  g^t),  and  to  per- 
mit him  to  swim  freely  and  unnaturally  round  and  round 
like  a  mill  horse  ;  a  very  clever  contrivance,  and  very  ex- 
quisite fooling,  but  an  abomination  of  abominations  in 
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practice.  Patemostering  properly  followed  is  a  very  skil- 
ful and  not  particularly  easy  branch  of  angling,  and  as  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  not  one  angler  in  a  thousand  knows 
how  to  make  or  fish  a  paternoster  properly.  You  cannot 
fish  too  fine  for  the  perch  in  season,  and  the  finer  you 
fish^  the  more  and  better  fish  you  catch,  and  to  put  a 
great  coarse  hog's  bristle,  with  a  cumbrous  parapher- 
nalia of  shots  and  bone,  under  a  perch's  nose,  is  a  down- 
right insult  to  his  common  sense  of  self-preservation,  and, 
if  he  condescends  to  take  your  minnow  at  all,  he  will 
take  it  probably  without  the  hook. 

Now,  this  is  the  way  I  make  a  paternoster,  and  this  is 
the  way  that  some  old  friends  of  mine,  who  are  by  far  the 
best  paternoster  fishers  on  the  Thames  or  anywhere  else  that 
ever  I  saw  or  heard  of,  taught  me  to  make  it.  Make  a  long 
noose  for  the  loop  on  which  to  fasten  your  lead,  and  in  this 
loop,  or  immediately  above  it,  tie  another  loop,  by  the  simple 
process  of  doubling  the  gut  and  tying  it ;  about  nine  inches 
above  this  repeat  the  process,  and  tie  another  loop,  and  at 
the  same  distance  above  that,  tie  another.  This  fashion 
of  making  the  loops  may  be  thought  dangerous  to  the  knot, 
but  in  reality  it  is  not  so  when  the  gut  is  wet,  and  it  has 
the  advantage  of  always  standing  out  at  right  angles,  and 
so  keeping  the  hook  from  the  line.  Into  each  of  these 
loops,  slip  the  end  of  the  hook  gut,  which  should  have  a 
knot  tied  in  the  extreme  end  to  prevent  slipping,  and 
secured  by  the  hitch  shown  in  Plate  III.  fig.  5;  a  hook  is  thus 
appended  to  each  loop,  the  gut  to  each  hook  being  about 
seven  inches  long;  the  lowest  one  need  not  be  so  long. 
The  hooks  are  of  Nos.  6  and  7  and  of  moderately  fine  wire, 
stoutish  in  the  shank,  and  roundish  bend,  and  are  tied  upon 
fine  round  gut,  the  main  line  being  a  little  stouter.  The 
lead  is  pear-shaped,  and  varies  in  weight  to  suit  the  stream  ; 
and  even  with  this  tackle,  I  do  not  find  that  I  hook  all 
the  perch  that  come  at  it ;  a  cut  of  this  paternoster  may 
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be  seen  in  Plate  II.  fig.  10.     If  any  other  form  is  wanted 
the  angler  must  go  to  the  tackle  shops. 

To  use  the  paternoster,  first  be  sure  your  baits  are  alive, 
and  then  commence  at  the  top  of  the  eddy  or  stream,  and 
fish  the  eye,  or  first  eddy,  carefully,  for  there  the  best  fish 
lay.  Drop  the  tackle  to  the  bottom,  keeping  a  tight  line, 
so  that  the  lead  touches  the  bottom,  but  with  no  slack 
line ;  let  it  rest  a  minute,  and  if  no  bite  come,  lift  it,  and 
move  it  from  left  to  right,  or  vice  versa,  round  about  you, 
until  the  immediate  neighbourhood  is  fished ;  then,  lifting 
the  tackle  out  of  the  water,  swing  it  out  a  yard  or  two 
farther  down  stream,  let  it  rest  a  minute,  and  then  draw  it 
towards  you,  a  foot  or  so  at  a  time,  until  the  tackle  comes 
home,  when  repeat  the  cast,  lengthening  the  distance  each 
time,  until  the  place  is  fished  out,  or  the  angler  has  to 
move  lower  down. 

If  you  get  a  bite,  do  not  strike  at  the  first  nibble,  but 
drop  the  point  of  the  rod  so  as  to  yield  a  little  line ;  but 
when  you  feel  a  quick  *  pluck,  pluck,  pluck,'  strike  firmly, 
but  not  too  heavily,  and  remember  that  the  heavier  the 
fish  you  expect  to  catchy  the  moi*e  time  you  must  give 
them^  as  they  are  slow  and  cautious,  and  if  the  hook  be 
not  well  in  their  mouths,  you  will  lose  them  to  a  certainty, 
when  good-bye  to  sport.  I  always  use  a  landin,g-net  if  the 
fish  is  over  half  a  pound  ;  if  under,  I  lift  him  in  at  once, 
as  it  saves  so  much  time,  from  the  other  hooks  often 
getting  hung  up  in  the  net.  Take  care  how  you  handle 
Master  Perch,  for  he  has  sharp  spines  and  gill  points,  and 
will  often  resent  rough  and  unskilful  handling  by  a  sharp 
stab  or  two. 

When  two  persons  are  paternostering  from  a  punt,  they 
should  stand  side  by  side  in  the  stern  of  the  punt,  fishing 
right  and  left,  merely  bringing  the  rod  round  to  the  fisher- 
man, who  will  take  the  fish  off  and  rebait ;  much  depends 
upon  the  puntsman,  and  his  skill  in  holding  and  managing 
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the  punt,  in  patemostering.  A  bungler  will  be  sure  to 
spoil  the  fishing. 

The  localities  in  which  to  look  for  perch  vary  with  the 
season ;  early  in  the  summer,  the  angler  will  find  them  in 
the  streams,  as  in  gudgeon-swims,  into  which  they  come 
when  the  ground  is  raked  or  disturbed,  and  here  they  often 
take  the  angler's  gudgeon  worm  ravenously ;  indeed,  perch 
occasionally  take  a  worm  almost  as  well,  and  in  some  cases 
even  better  than  they  do  the  minnow.  They  are  often 
taken  on  the  ledger,  and  these  are  frequently  the  best  fish 
too.  Some  time  since,  I  was  fishing  with  a  friend  on  the 
Thames;  we  were  dace-fishing  with  the  fioat  line;  he 
had  a  paternoster  out  on  his  side  of  the  boat  for  perch ; 
I  had  a  ledger  on  my  side  for  barbel ;  I  had  at  least  a 
dozen  bites,  and  caught  two  or  three  nice  perch,  while  he 
never  got  a  touch,  with  a  choice  minnow  and  a  small 
gudgeon  not  four  or  five  yards  off,  and  the  perch  were 
feeding  all  round  us. 

As  the  summer  advances,  the  pereh  seek  the  deeper 
and  stronger  streams,  the  quiet  eddies  and  deep  holes 
near  piles,  lock  gates,  corners  of  weirs,  and  by  heavy  weed 
banks,  n  At  this  time  they  are  well  fed  and  cautious,  and 
will  try  the  angler's  skill  to  make  a  good  dish  of  them.  A» 
the  season  advances,  and  the  winter  floods  sweep  down, 
they  all  draw  into  the  great  eddies,  or  still  comers,  parti- 
cularly after  a  sharp  frost,  and  here  they  may  be  found 
in  great  numbers ;  and  when  the  water  is  a  little  coloured, 
they  may  be  taken  in  from  three  to  seven  or  eight  feet  of 
water,  or  deeper,  in  any  quantity,  as  they  are  then  hun- 
gry, though  in  good  condition.  As  March  comes  on,  they 
get  heavy  in  spawn,  when  they  should  not  be  disturbed. 
By  the  middle  of  April  they  get  amongst  the  weeds, 
rushes,  or  fibrous  roots  of  trees,  in  still  baok-waters,  and 
here  they  deposit  their  spawn  in  long  ropy  glutinoua 
masses.     It  is  astonishing  what  a  vast  number  of  eggs  tho 
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female  perch  will  void ;  they  are  very  small,  and  about  the 
size  and  of  the  appearance  of  little  seed  pearls.  Perch 
spawn  about  the  end  of  April,  and  get  into  fair  season  again 
by  the  end  of  June. 

Perch  may  often  be  caught  with  a  spinning  minnow,  but 
it  is  not  a  very  common  method  of  angling  for  them, 
though  the  best  fish  are  usually  caught  so,  and  I  have 
known  good  execution  done  in  lakes  by  spinning,  either 
with  a  minnow  (real  or  artificial)  or  a  spoon — indeed,  I 
almost  think,  from  my  experience,  that  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  they  take  a  spoon  better  than  almost  any  other 
spinning  bait;  but  I  have  found  them  prefer  the  trian- 
gular spinner,  made  of  spoon  metal,  commonly  called 
the  'otter,'  to  the  regular  spoon,  the  only  reason  I  can 
give  for  it  being  that  it  spins  better  and  more  evenly  than 
the  spoon,  which  wobbles  a  good  deal,  and  though  this  is 
liked  by  pike,  and  not  always  objected  to  by  trout,  particu- 
larly lake  trout,  it  would  seem  that  it  is  not  a  strong  re- 
commendation to  perch.  A  handful  or  two  of  gentles  or 
broken  worms  will  be  found  useful  as  ground-bait,  when 
float-fishing  with  worms.  But  whatever  you  do,  do  not 
take  your  wife's  or  sister's  gold  fish  globe  out  with  a  muslin 
cover  on  it,  and  a  stock  of  lively  minnows  inside,  under  the 
supposition  that  the  perch  will  rub  their  noses  against  the 
glass,  like  cats  at  a  dairy  window,  according  to  the  old  super- 
stition. Perch  are  commonly  taken  with  the  fly  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  but  this  is  a  less  general  method  of 
fishing  for  them  even  than  spinning.  A  showy  fly  with 
tinsel  on  the  body  is  most  to  be  commended,  the  fashion 
being  of  no  great  consequence,  perch  not  being  very  par- 
ticular in  this  respect. 

Perch  in  this  country  seldom  exceed  four  pounds  in 
weight,  but  one  of  three  pounds  is  a  rarity,  while  a  two  pound 
perch  is  a  fine  fish.  They  have  been  known  to  reach 
nine  pounds  weight,  and  in  the  large  lakes  of  Grermany 
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aud  Scandinavia  they  occasionally  reach  a  very  large  size* 
A  dish  of  half-pound  perch,  however,  are  not  in  our  less 
favoured  land  to  be  despised.  The  best  day's  perch-fish- 
ing I  ever  had  was  on  the  Kennet,  a  capital  perch  river. 
I  fished  with  a  friend  and  we  took  home  thirty-seven  perch 
which  weighed  sixty  pounds — many  of  them  were  of  two 
pounds  weight  and  some  over  that  weight.  My  companion 
had  three  large  perch  on  his  paternoster  at  the  same  time  ; 
he  bagged  two  of  them  :  one  was  two  pounds,  the  other  two 
pounds  and  a  quarter,  and  the  one  which  got  away  was 
larger  than  either  of  them.  We  lost  a  great  many  fine 
fish  in  the  course  of  the  day,  I  in  particular  losing  nearly 
as  many  as  I  caught. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

MID- WATER  FISHING. 

THE  PnCE — SPDmnSQ — ^TROIXINO  -WITH  THE  DEID  OOBOE — LITE  BAITmO,  ETC. 

THE   PIKE    (Esox  lucius). 

The  pike  plays  no  little  part  in  the  literature  of  angling ; 
indeed,  he  has  even  been  deemed  worthy  of  a  work  all  to 
himself;  and  all  about  him  and  the  various  methods  of 
catching  him  will  be  found  detailed  very  fully  in  my  friend 
Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell's  *  Book  of  the  Pike.'  Of  course 
I  cannot  afford  to  give  more  than  a  limited  space  to  him, 
and  must  treat  him  with  infinitely  more  brevity  than  Mr.% 
Pennell  has.  But  if  the  reader  not  only  wants  to  know 
how  to  catch  the  pike  but  all  about  him — ^including  his 
birth,  parentage,  and  education — ^with  the  history  of  his 
ancestors,  &c.,  then  I  commend  him  to  that  capital  book„ 

*  The  Book  of  the  Pike.'  The  pike,  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, grows  to  almost  any  size  a  freshwater  fish  could 
be  supposed  to  attain,  even  to  hundreds  of  pounds.  In  this 
country  they  have  rarely  been  known  to  exceed  eighty 
pounds,  but  Sir  J.  Hawkins  speaks,  in  his  notes  to  the 

*  Complete  Angler,'  of  one  caught  at  Lillieshall  Lime  Works, 
in  1765,  which  weighed  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds. 
(*  Book  of  Pike,'  p.  15.)  Even  a  forty-pound  fish,  how- 
ever, is  not  by  any  means  *  common  wares '  now-a-days. 
I  have  the  head  of  one  that  size  which  was  sent  me  by  my 
late  friend,  *  The  Old  Bushman,'  but  that  was  killed  in 
Sweden.     I  have  never  killed  one  of  quite  twenty  pounds 
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myself,  tiiough  I  have,  I  think,  hooked  some  of  over  that 
size,  but  it  was  when  spinning,  which  is  a  very  risky 
method  of  taking  large  fish,  and  they  invariably  managed, 
afker  a  run  or  two,  to  discard  the  hooks.  The  story  of  the 
Manheim  pike  has  so  often  been  referred  to  that  I  feel 
bound  not  to  pass  him  by.  •  Mr.  Pennell  took  much  pains 
to  investigate  that  story.  The  fish,  when  caught,  was  said 
to  be  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  years  old.  The  skele- 
ton was  preserved  in  the  Manheim  Museum,  and  was 
nineteen  feet  in  length ;  but,  upon  being  examined  by  a 
clever  anatomist,  it  was  discovered  that  several  vertebrae 
had  been  supplemented.  However  much  or  little  of  this 
story  has  been  exaggerated,  the  fact  that  pike,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  will  reach  a  very  large  size  is 
undoubted,  and  the  rate  of  growth  in  the  earlier  years, 
where  food  is  plentiful  and  the  water  suitable,  is  astonish- 
ingly rapid.  Mr.  Simeon,  in  his  admirable  *  Stray  Notes 
on  Natural  History,'  cites  an  instance  in  which  pike  had 
^increased  to  nearly  twenty  pounds  weight  (from  two  or 
three)  in  eighteen  months,  or  at  the  rate  of  almost  ten  or 
eleven  pounds  a  year. 

The  pike  is  from  his  habits  a  solitary  fish,  though  big 
ones  are  often  found  in  pairs ;  and  after  floods  and  frosts 
they  may,  like  perch,  be  found  collected  together  in 
numbers  in  any  favourable  eddy,  such  as  the  mouth  of  a 
back-water,  or  the  tail  of  an  island,  tlie  ends  of  old  locks, 
reed  or  rush  beds,  the  corners  of  tumbling  bays,  &c.,  are 
all  favourite  holds.  They  spawn  from  March  till  May, 
in  ditches  and  back-waters,  and,  after  a  short  rest,  they 
scour  themselves  in  the  streams,  and  then  take  up  their 
regular  habitation  and  hunting-grounds  for  the  season. 
The  pike,  when  young,  and  up  to  about  four  pounds 
weight,  has  been  called  a  jack,  until  by  degrees  it  has 
come  often  to  be  called  a  jack,  no  matter  of  what  size  it 
may  be.     It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  omnivorous  fish 
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that  swims,  and,  when  hungry,  nothing  living,  and  few  things 
dead,  come  amiss  to  it.  I  have  known  them  to  take  plum- 
mets and  floats  when  in  motion,  under  the  idea  that  they 
were  edibles,  and  retain  their  hold  of  them  for  some  space 
in  spite  of  strong  pulling.  Yet,  where  pike  are  well  fed, 
and  are  much  fished  for,  they 'get  tolerably  shy  and  wide- 
awake ;  and  a  pike  that  has  been  run  once  or  twice,  and 
roughly  handled,  is  apt  to  come  at  the  bait  somewhat 
cautiously.  In  fishing  for  pike,  regard  is  to  be  had  as  to 
whether  you  wish  to  take  the  pike,  big  or  little,  indiscri- 
minately, or  whether  you  desire  only  to  kill  those  over  a 
certain  size,  returning  all  others  to  the  water.  If  the 
latter  be  your  aim,  no  gorge  bait  of  any  kind  should  be 
allowed,  and  the  angler  should  be  confined  to  spinning  or 
snap-fishing.  If,  however,  the  former  be  your  wish,  you 
may  use  any  bait  or  style  that  suits  your  purpose. 

The  most  sportsmanlike  way  of  fishing  for  pike  is  cer- 
tainly by  spinning.  Spinning  is  thus  practised :  the 
angler  takes  a  small  fish — b,  gudgeon,  dace,  or  bleak  are 
preferable ;  if  these  cannot  be  obtained,  he  may  use  any 
other  small  fish  which  he  can  get — ^he  then  hooks  the 
fish  on  to  his  line  by  a  certain  arrangement  of  hooks 
called  a  flight  or  set,  so  that  by  communicating  a  crook  to 
the  body  or  tail,  it  may,  when  drawn  through  the  water, 
revolve  rapidly  on  the  screw  principle.  In  order  to  permit 
the  bait  so  to  revolve  without  twisting  the  line,  a  tackle 
called  a  trace  is  used.  This  is  about  four  or  five  feet  long, 
and  consists  of  a  few  strands  of  stout  salmon  gut,  or  of  gut 
twisted,  or  even  of  gimp,  linked  together  with  a  couple  of 
swivels  at  intervals,  about  eighteen  inches  apart,  a  third 
swivel  being  sometimes  used  to  connect  this  part  of  the 
tackle  with  the  running  or  reel  line,  a  good  large  loop  being 
left  at  the  other  end  of  the  trace  to  loop  the  flight  of  hooks 
on,  or  for  the  purpose  of  changing  them  at  pleasure.  A 
cut  of  a  trace  may  be  seen  surrounding  the  spinning  flights 
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in  Plate  IV.  The  trace  should  be  not  less  than  from  a  yard 
to  four  feet  long,  and  not  more  than  five,  or  it  will  be  found 
awkward  in  casting.  Between  the  swivels  the  lead  or  sinker 
is  to  be  fastened.  In  ponds,  where  the  weeds  come  very 
near  the  surface,  a  sinker  may*be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
bait  run  almost  along  the  surface  of  the  water.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  simpler  the  arrangement  of  hooks  and  the  fewer 
there  are  of  them  the  better.  The  sinker  most  usually 
adopted  is  the  long,  round,  perforated  lead,  shown  in  Plate 
IV.  fig.  6,  and  through  which  the  gimp  is  run;  some 
anglers  use  large  shot;  these  are  sometimes  squeezed  or 
bitten  on  to  the  line,  and  the  gimp  or  gut  thus  so  forcibly 
compressed  cannot  but  be  damaged  and  weakened.  Others 
use  a  set  of  perforated  shot,  with  loops  at  each  end,  which 
is  linked  on  in  the  middle  of  the  trace  between  two  swivels ; 
but  perforated  shot  cut  the  gimp  in  time.  While  some 
bite  a  number  of  shot  on  to  a  loose  piece  of  gimp  or  gut,  and 
then  lash  the  set  of  shot  on  to  the  trace.  But  all  these  plans 
have  this  objection — the  lead  turns  with  the  line,  and  the 
twist,  in  spite  of  any  number  of  swivels,  is  communicated 
to  the  running  line,  and  thus,  when  the  twist  gets  into  it 
it  snarls,  and  kinks,  and  tangles,  so  that  it  will  not  run 
through  the  rings,  which  is  very  trying  to  the  temper. 
Mr.  Pennell,  in  order  to  prevent  this,  brought  out  a  means 
of  fixing  the  lead  to  the  line,  which  certainly  has  the  effect. 
The  pipe  lead  has  a  wire  run  through  it,  which  is  attached 
to  the  trace  by  a  wire  eye  at  one  end  and  one  or  two 
swivels  at  the  other  (see  Plate  IV.  fig.  7).  This  struck  me  as 
being  a  little  cumbrous,  and  I  brought  out  the  *  Field '  lead 
(Plate  IV.  fig.  8),  the  lead  being  secured  from  shifting  by  a 
fimall  plug  thrust  into  the  pipe  to  jamb  the  line ;  and,  from 
experience,  I  can  say  that  it  answers  thoroughly.  With 
these  leads,  at  least  two  swivels  should  be  between  the  lead 
and  the  hooks,  as  all  the  twist  is  in  that  part  of  the  trace, 
and  according  to  the  depth  or  swiftness  of  the  water  or 
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stream  to  be  fished,  so  should  the  weight  of  the  lead  be;  and 
this  is  a  point  considerable  attention  should  be  paid  to,  as 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  fish  deep,  and  sometimes  to 
fish  shallow.  Of  the  two,  I  prefer  to  fish  deep,  as  the  less 
distance  a  pike  has  to  come  after  the  bait  the  better,  for 
pike  will  not  always  come  to  the  top  of  the  water  after 
the  bait,  even  if  they  see  it;  if  they  are  not  tolerably 
hungry,  they  will,  when  they  do  come,  see  the  deception 
so  much  more  easily  that  they  will  often  refuse  the  bait. 
This  is  especially  the  case  with  good  fish.  Many  a  time 
have  I,  when  fishing  rather  high,  seen  a  good  ten  or  a  dozen 
poimder  come  up  with  a  dash  at  the  bait,  and  after  follow- 
ing it  for  a  yard  or  two,  turn  tail  and  leave  it,  when,  pro- 
bably, had  I  been  fishing  deep,  he  would  just  have  put  his 
nose  out  of  the  weed  and  snapped  my  bait.  But  there  is 
a  great  advantage  in  fishing  high  when  the  fish  are  hungry. 
You  cover  so  much  more  ground — that  is  to  say,  the  fish 
can  see  the  bait  so  much  farther  oflF.  If  the  angler  will 
glance  at  the  diagram  in  Plate  VI.  he  will  see  what  I  mean. 
A  is  one  spinning-bait  fished  high,  B  is  another  fished  low. 
Now,  pike  at  C  and  D,  and  all  within  that  range  will  easily 
see  A,  whereas  B  will  scarcely  be  seen  farther  oflFthan  E  and 
F.  Still,  if  the  fish  are  running  shyly,  two  trolls  or  throws 
in  the  position  of  B  are  preferable  to  one  at  A.  Of  course, 
if  the  fish  is  well  on  the  feed,  and  is  ranging  for  food,  it  will 
matter  little  whether  the  angler  fishes  high  or  low,  as  within 
any  reasonable  distance  his  bait  will  be  seen  laterally,  and 
probably  run  at.  Whether  it  be  taken  or  no,  however, 
of  course  depends  on  the  opinion  the  fish  forms  of  it 
on  nearer  inspection.  One  point  the  angler  should  bear 
in  mind,  viz.,  that  he  cannot  (provided  the  bait  turns 
round  fairly,  so  as  to  display  itself  well  and  hide  the 
hooks)  spin  too  slowly,  and  if  he  over-weights  his  line,  in 
order  to  keep  it  clear  of  the  weeds  at  the  bottom,  he  will 
be  obliged  to  spin  so  quicklj,  lOr  to  draw  the  bait  along  so 
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rapidly,  that  he  will  not  give  the  pike  a  fair  chance.  Too 
swift  spinning  is  a  great  fault,  and  it  is,  indeed,  too  much 
the  fault  in  these  fast  days.  The  angler  likes  to  be  always 
throwing.  *  Swish  !' — out  goes  thirty  or  forty  yards  of 
line.  *  There's  a  throw.  Smith,  my  boy !'  He  likes  to  see 
his  bait  spin  like  a  humming  top.  ^  Look  at  that,  Smith, 
Day  hoy !  can  you  make  a  bait  spin  like  that  ?'  Possibly 
Smith  cannot  make  a  bait  spin  in  that  wonderful  way, 
and  cannot  throw  above  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  line,  but 
somehow  Smith,  with  a  short  line,  runs  more  fish  than  our 
fast  friend.  It  has  been  the  popular  myth  that  a  bait 
travelling  at  railway  pace,  and  spinning  like  one  long  line 
of  silver,  is  the  correct  thing,  because  it  imitates  a  fish  in 
an  agony  of  terror.  This  argument  is  sheer  nonsense,  as 
fish  do  not  conduct  themselves  like  dancing  dervishes  or 
ballet  masters,  and  perform  pirouettes  when  in  a  fright. 
They  run  away  and  turn,  perhaps,  from  side  to  side,  as  the 
swimmer  does,  to  gain  increased  power  by  concentrating 
every  eflFort  now  to  one  point,  and  then,  as  a  relief,  to  the 
other.  The  long,  slow  wobble  of  a  badly  spinning  bait  is 
much  more  like  the  real  thing,  no  doubt,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  make  the  fish  turn  somewhat  rapidly  in  order  that  the 
pike  may  not  have  too  much  uninterrupted  inspection  of  the 
eight  or  ten  hooks  that  encumber  one  side  of  it,  and  in 
order  to  present  the  silver  side,  constantly  changing  and 
flashing  in  the  light,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  fish, 
and  this  a  badly  spinning  bait  will  not  do  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  unless  the  bait  spins  very  well  indeed 
when  drawn  rapidly  through  the  water,  when  drawn  only 
moderately  slowly,  as  is  preferable,  it  will  hardly  spin  at 
all ;  therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  bait  should  spin  well. 
The  best  kind  of  line  for  spinning,  unless  the  angler  be 
fishing  with  Nottingham  tackle,  or  casting  from  the  reel, 
is  plaited  silk  dressed.  In  choosing  the  line,  see  that  it  be 
neither  too  fine  nor  too  bulky.     If  it  be  too  fine  it  will  be 
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constantly  kinking  in  throwing,  and  it  will  not  stand  the 
requisite  amount  of  wear  and  tear  attendant  on  jack-fishing. 
If  it  be  too  bulky  it  does  not  go  so  freely  through  the  rings 
and  much  shortens  the  cast,  besides  being  too  visible  to  the 
fish.  If  very  heavy  baits  be  required  and  large  fish  be 
expected  a  stouter  line  must  of  course  be  used.  Select  a 
line  that  is  neither  too  dry  nor  too  sticky  as  regards  the 
dressing.  If  it  be  too  dry  the  dressing  on  the  line  cracks 
in  places  and  the  line  becomes  more  like  a  land  measuring 
chain  than  a  nshing  line,  and  if  it  be  too  soft  and  sticky 
it  is  a  perpetual  nuisance  in  casting,  causing  endless 
kinking,  and  the  dressing  very  soon  wears  oflF.  It 
should  be  fifty  or  sixty  yards  long,  not  that  so  much  will 
be  often  required  in  fishing,  but  when  used  well  at  one 
end  it  can  be  turned  end  for  end  with  advantage  and 
answers  all  the  purpose  of  a  new  line.  The  rod  used  in 
spinning  for  jack  should  be  from  twelve  to  fourteen  or 
fifteen  feet  in  length  with  suflBcient  of  spring  in  it  to  cast 
a  bait  well  and  yet  with  good  substance  to  stand  the  strain 
and  plunges  of  heavy  fish  should  weeds  intervene.  Some 
anglers  prefer  the  rod  made  of  cane.  If  it  be  made  of 
cane,  the  only  cane  that  should  be  used  for  it  is  bamboo, 
the  other  canes  having  hardly  suflScient  substance  in  them. 
Others  prefer  it  made  of  solid  wood,  and  of  all  woods 
hickory  is  the  best,  with  a  strong  spliced  top.  That  is  the 
rod  I  prefer.  But,  whichever  may  be  adopted,  the  rod 
should  be  ringed  with  good  sized  stout  upright  rings,  to 
allow  the  line  to  run  through  them  with  perfect  freedom. 
If  the  angler  does  not  require  to  convey  the  rod  from  place 
to  place,  but  is  in  the  habit  of  fishing  the  same  water,  and 
has  a  convenient  place  for  it,  a  single  stick  of  bamboo,  with 
winch  fittings  and  a  short  solid  spliced  top  .spliced  into  it 
will  be  found  as  useful  and  effective  a  rod  as  can  be  em- 
ployed. I  used  such  a  one,  when  I  almost  lived  on  the 
Thames,  for  years  and  never  had  reason  to  complain  of  it. 
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as  it  was  both  light  and  powerful.  It  will  be  found  very 
advantageous  with  the  ordinary  rod  to  have  two  tops,  the 
one  a  little  shorter  and  stiflfer  than  the  other,  for  heavy 
baits  and  big  fish,  as  the  use  of  heavy  baits  with  an  or- 
dinary top  would  soon  strain  and  wear  it  out.  Attention 
should  be  paid  from  time  to  time  to  the  eye  at  the  top  of 
the  rod  whence  the  line  is  delivered,  as  this  is  apt  to  wear 
into  grooves  from  the  constant  running  friction  of  the  line, 
and,  if  not  seen  to,  these  grooves  get  so  sharp  that  they  will 
in  once  or  twice  using  cut  all  the  dressing  off  even  a  new 
line.  A  very  good  plan  is  to  have  a  movable  bone  or 
mother-of-pearl  ring  enclosed  in  the  wire  eye,  which  can 
be  turned  round  at  pleasure  so  as  to  shift  the  place  over 
which  the  line  runs.  Many  eyes  have  been  invented  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  the  line  with  the  least  amount  of 
friction,  and  various  mechanical  contrivances  have  been 
put  into  use,  but  I  have  seen  none  yet  worth  adopting. 

The  last,  and  perhaps  most  important,  point  to  be  consi- 
dered is  the  flight  of  hooks  on  which  the  bait  is  to  be  fixed, 
and  about  this  there  is  a  great  variety  of  opinions,  some 
anglers  preferring  large  hooks  and  some  small  hooks, 
some  many  hooks  and  some  few,  some  triangles  brazed 
and  unbrazed,  some  doubles  and  some  singles ;  in  fact, 
almost  every  possible  combination  of  hooks  and  gut  or 
gimp  has  been  tried.  The  tackle  in  most  general  use  is 
the  old-fashioned  three  triangles  with  a  sliding  lip-hook 
(see  Plate  IV.  fig.  1 ).  Some  use  four  triangles  and  a  slider, 
some  have  a  double  set  of  hooks  or  a  triangle  or  two  on 
either  side  of  the  bait ;  but  I  have  never  found  the  mul- 
tiplying of  hooks  beyond  a  certain  point  to  increase  the 
certainty  of  capture,  rather,  indeed,  the  reverse,  for  the 
hooks  are  apt  to  entangle  and  one  interferes  with  the 
action  of  the  other.  I  have  seen  the  hooks  which  have 
been  rejected  by  a  pike  on  several  occasions  come  up  all 
hooked  and  tangled  together,  almost  in  a  ball,  and  each 
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hook  had  evidently  been  instrumental  in  dragging  the 
other  from  its  hold.  How  much  more  useful  would  one 
single  fair-sized  hook  well  stuck  in  have  been.  Added  to 
this,  anglers  should  remember  that  it  is  far  more  difficult 
to  stick  four  or  five  hooks  simultaneously  into  the  jaw  of 
a  jack  than  it  is  to  stick  one.  Let  the  angler  take  a  single 
hook,  place  the  point  against  any  substance  and  give  it  a 
pull  so  as  to  embed  the  barb5  and  then  let  him  take  an 
ordinary  spinning  flight  and  fix  the  points  of  two  hooks  in 
each  triangle  on  the  same  substance  and  take  a  pull  at 
the  flight,  and  I  do  not  think  I  am  far  out  in  my  calcu- 
lation when  I  say  that  it  requires  five  times  the  force  to 
bury  the  barbs  that  would  be  required  for  the  single  hook, 
and  of  course  the  more  the  number  of  hooks  is  increased 
the  less  chance  there  is  of  the  barbs  being  buried,  and 
consequently  the  greater  chance  there  is  of  the  pike's  get- 
ting off  the  tackle.  The  angler  may  depend  upon  it  that 
the  simpler  the  tackle,  and  the  fewer  hooks  there  are  in  it 
(combined  with  a  fair  arming  of  the  bait  and  a  reasonable 
chance  of  hooking  the  fi»h  of  course),  the  better.  A  great 
many  pike  do  continually  escape  from  spinning  tackle,  and 
these  are  mostly  the  best  fish,  and  a  very  hard  stroke  is 
required  to  send  the  hooks  home  beyond  the  barbs,  if 
many  and  good  sized  hooks  are  used.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  this  is  always  so,  because  it  may  happen  that  only  one 
hook  comes  in  contact  with  the  pike's  jaw,  but  this  is  cer- 
tainly exceptional.  Another  reason  for  harder  striking 
than  would  at  first  seem  necessary  is  this :  the  pike,  when 
he  seizes  the  bait,  takes  it  across  his  jaws,  that  is,  the 
head  and  tail  protrude  on  each  side  of  his  jaws.  Savage 
perhaps  with  hunger  and  rage  he  drives  his  long  tusks 
almost  thro.ugh  the  bait.  Now,  the  hooks  being  also  buried 
in  the  bait  have  to  be  torn  out  of  the  bait,  or  the  bait 
must  be  dislodged  from  the  firm  grip  of  the  pike's  tusks, 
before  the  hooks  can  be  stuck  into  him.     It  often  happens 
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that  the  angler  will  play  a  good  pike  for  some  minutes  solely 
hy  the  pike  having  his  teeth  stuck  deeply  into  the  bait 
and  not  having  the  sense  to  open  his  mouthy  or  it  may  be 
that  he  refuses  to  relinquish  his  prey.  The  first  time  he 
comes  to  the  surfeice  of  the  water  he  gasps  for  breathy  his 
huge  mouth  gapes,  he  gives  his  head  a  shake  and  out 
tumbles  the  bait,  hooks  and  all,*  not  one  of  them  having 
had  hold,  and  away  goes  pikey  quite  satisfied  with  his 
entertainment  jpro  tem.y  and  wondering  what  that  ugly 
two-legged  monster  with  the  hop  pole  in  his  hand,  and 
who  looked  in  such  a  state  of  perplexity  and  stew,  had  to 
do  with  the  matter. 

But  to  return  to  that  important  point,  the  flight  of  hooks, 
for  there  is  another  reason  why  pike  often  get  off  through 
the  barbs  of  the  hooks  not  being  fleshed  in  the  pike,  for 
that  is  from  the  bad  shape  of  the  hooks,  the  points  being 
far  too  long  and  the  barbs  much  too  rank*  I  have  touched 
more  fully  on  this  point  in  the  chapter  on  hooks.  The 
three  triangles  and  sliding  lip-hook  tackle  has  perhaps  the 
greatest  number  of  admirers  of  any  tackle.  Some  anglers 
like  to  add  a  reverse  hook,  or  a  hook  tied  on  the  reverse 
way,  just  above  the  tail  triangle,  in  order  to  secure  the 
crpoking  of  the  tail,  and  this  is  a  very  useful  addition,  as 
it  keeps  the  crook  in  form  and  protects  and  holds  the  bait 
together.  In  the  common  three  triangle  pattern  too  great 
space  should  not  be  allowed  between  the  tail  triangle  and 
the  second  one,  or  the  tail  will  have  too  much  play  and 

*  Another  reason  why  a  pike  is  often  thus  held,  is  owing  to  the  peculiar 
shape  of  his  teeth.  Let  the  angler  examine  the  mouth  of  a  pike,  and  note 
how  it  is  made  for  holding.  The  tusks  curve  slightly  backwards  and  in-* 
wards  from  the  lower  jaw,  while  all  the  upper  teeth,  particularly  the 
palatal  teeth,  are  bent  directly  back  towards  the  throat,  so  that  the  angler 
wiU  easily  perceive  that  if  these  teeth  were  buried  in  a  bait,  and  the  bait 
were  drawn  firmly  forwards,  it  would  not  be  an  easy  thing  for  the  pike  to 
disengage  himself  by  any  other  method  than  the  one  suggested,  which  he 
usually  adopts. 
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the  bait  will  not  spin  properly.  If  the  three  triangles  are 
short  for  the  bait  more  space  between  the  other  triangles 
is  preferable. 

To  bait  the  three  triangle  tackle^  take  a  small  fish  (a 
dace,  gudgeon,  or  bleak),  stick  one  of  the  hooks  of  the 
lowest  triangle  into  the  flesh  of  the  tail,  bringing  the  point 
out  on  the  same  side  so  that  the  shanks  of  the  hooks  may 
be  in  a  straight  line  along  the  side  of  the  bait,  draw  the 
tail  up  so  as  to  bend  or  crook  it,  and  insert  one  of  the  hooks 
of  the  second  triangle  in  the  middle  of  the  side,  about  or 
a  little  below  the  vent;  stick  one  of  the  hooks  of  the 
third  triangle  into  the  middle  of  the  side  near  the  shoulder. 
It  should,  if  the  bait  is  suijbed  to  the  size  of  the  tackle,  go 
in  just  below  the  pectoral  fins ;  then,  having  slid  the  lip- 
hook  down  to  the  proper  distance  so  as  neither  to  bend  the 
head  of  the  bait  nor  allow  it  to  be  too  loose,  put  the  lip- 
hook  through  both  lips  of  the  bait,  the  point  being  up- 
wards. Examine  the  drawing  of  the  lip-hook  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  gimp  passes  two  or  three  times  round  the 
shank  in  order  to  secure  it  from  slipping  ;  by  a  little 
manipulation  the  lip-hook  can  be  slid  up  or  down  so  that 
the  head  can  be  slackened  or  tightened  at  will.  The  gimp 
is  wound  on  or  unwound  from  the  shank  of  the  lip-hopk 
very  easily  if  it  be  unlooped  from  the  rest  of  the  trace,  by 
passing  the  end  of  the  gimp  under  each  turn.  It  is 
difficult  to  explain  either  in  words  or  by  a  drawing  this 
operation  which  is  very  simple  if  once  seen.  If  the  bait 
be  put  on  properly,  the  three  triangles  will  be  straight 
along  the  sides  of  the  bait,  and  there  will  be  no  loose  gimp 
between  them  (as  see  Plate  V.  fig.  I).  If  the  gimp  be 
too  loose  between  the  hooks,  the  bait  when  drawn  against 
the  water  '  buckles '  as  it  is  termed,  i.  e.  bends  back  as  if 
the  backbone  were  broken,  and  this  will  be  found  fatal  to 
spinning  (see  Plate  V.  fig.  3).  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
be  too  short  and  tight,  the  bait  is  bent  the  other  way,  and 
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will  wobble  too  much  (see  Plate  V.  fig.  4).  The  hooks 
being  all  firmly  fixed,  if  the  bait  appears  to  hang  straight 
and  fairly  on  them^  drop  it  into  the  water  and  draw  it 
rapidly  along ;  if  it  spins  to  suit  your  mind,  proceed  to  fish 
with  it.  If  it  does  not,  tighten  or  slacken  the  lip  or  the 
shoulder-hooks  or  both  as  the  case  may  seem  to  require, 
and  try  it  again.  These  directions  are  to  suit  a  dace  or 
gudgeon  or  other  round-bodied  fish.  With  a  more  flat 
bodied  fish,  as  a  bleak  or  roach,  instead  of  the  bait  hanging 
quite  straight  upon  the  hooks,  the  head  should  be  bent  a 
little  down  towards  the  tail,  and  the  body  on  the  side  op- 
posite to  the  hooks  should  have  somewhat  of  the  curve 
displayed  by  the  back  of  the  bowl  of  a  spoon  (see  PlatB  V. 
fig.  2).  Put  on  properly  thus,  a  bleak  or  even  a  roach 
may  be  made  to  spin  quite  as  well  and  sometimes  better 
than  a  dace  or  gudgeon.  The  directions  given  by  many 
old  writers  to  compress  the  body  by  tying  it  round  and 
round  with  white  silk  are  quite  unnecessary.  Poor  old 
Tom  Eosewell  of  Marlow  was  the  first  man  who  showed 
me  how  a  bleak  should  be  put  on,  and  when  he  put  one 
on  and  spun  it,  you  could  see  nothing  but  one  long  even 
line  of  silver.  I  am  particular  in  these  directions  as  it  has 
been  the  fashion  hitherto  with  many  authors  to  pretend 
that  the  putttng  on  of  a  bait  cannot  be  explained,  but  the 
young  hand  is  directed  to  go  to  a  Thames  fisherman  and  to 
get  him  to  show  him  how  to  do  it.  This  is  all  very  well,  and 
I  by  no  means  disparage  the  advice,  for  the  Thames  fisher- 
men are  the  best  spinners  in  the  world ;  but  it  is  not  every- 
body who  can  go  to  a  Thames  fisherman  and  take  lessons. 
Practice  alone  will  enable  the  young  hand  to  put  a  bait 
on  with  any  cert«dnty  of  its  spinning  well,  or  (as  even  old 
hands  cannot  always  be  quite  sure  of  this)  will  enable  him 
at  once  to  know  how  to  rectify  it  if  it  does  not.  But  I 
think  by  following  the  above  instructions  and  studying 
the  cuts  given,  that,  if  in  time  he  is  not  able  to  succeed. 
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he  must  have  less  appreciation  and  readiness  than  a  fisher- 
man ought  to  have. 

The  same  directions  will  answer  to  the  letter  when  I  come 
to  touch  on  spinning  for  large  trout.  If  the  angler  chooses 
to  have  tackle  with  four  triangles,  the  only  difference  will 
be  that  the  triangles  will  be  closer  together,  but  in  insert- 
ing the  hooks  the  angler  must  follow  the  instructions 
already  given.  He  can  also  have  hooks  on  the  reverse  side 
as  well,  but  as  these  are  supplementary  hooks  they  have 
merely  to  be  stuck  loosely  into  the  bait  so  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  hang  of  it,  this  depending  entirely  on  the 
main  set.  I  do  not  recommend  them,  however,  unless 
the  fish  are  very  large  and  hungry,  the  tackle  very  stout, 
and  very  heavy  striking  be  the  order  of  the  day.  With 
these  conditions  they  are  very  deadly,  for  I  once  used 
a  double  set  of  this  kind  made  of  large  mackerel  hooks 
(having  no  others),  and  throughout  one  whole  day  / 
killed  every  fish  I  struck/^  and  they  were  not  few,  number- 
ing thirty-six.  This  took  place  at  Fordingbridge,  on  the 
Avon,  in  Hampshire  many  years  since ;  but  the  whilom 
worthy  host  of  the  Star,  Mr.  Stewart,  who  wanted  the 
pike  taken  out  of  the  stream,  as  they  had  almost  destroyed 
all  the  trout  will,  if  still  alive,  well  remember  the  slaughter 
of  that  day ;  the  strike,  however,  would  almost  have  broken 

*  This  was  the  only  time  in  my  life  that  J  ever  achieved  this  feat  when  I 
have  had  any  number  of  fish  run.  The  largest  fish  was  ten  pounds ;  the 
rest  about  three  and  four  pounds  each.  The  day  was  very  windy  and 
boisterous,  and  the  fish  hungry.  Mr.  Stewart  and  myself  had  as  many  fish 
to  carry  home  as  we  could  manage.  The  set  of  hooks  I  used  was  very 
large,  and  had  three  triangles  on  one  side,  and  one  on  the  other.  I  gave 
the  fish  plenty  of  time,  and  then  struck  them  as  hard  as  I  could  with 
safety  to  my  rod.  Usually,  the  angler  will  find  that  upon  a  fair  average 
he  loses  fully  one-thiid  of  the  runs  he  has,  if  he  keeps  a  fair  and  honest 
score.  On  some  days  he  will  lose  nearly  a  half  when  the  fish  run  badly, 
on  others  of  course  much  less ;  this  may  be  modified  to  some  small  extent 
by  improved  tackle,  but  there  will  always  remain  a  considerable  per-centage 
of  scratched  and  lost  fish. 
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ordinary  hooks  and  tackle.  I  had  used  a  single  set  of 
small  brazed  triangles  the  day  before  and  lost  a  great 
number  of  fish^  and  so  resorted  to  these  in  desperation : 
almost  every  stroke  took  one  or  two  hooks  clean  through 
the  jaws.  Where  pike  are  at  all  shy,  this  tackle  would  be 
useless,  as  there  was  visible  more  of  the  hooks  than  the 
bait  If  the  angler  wishes  to  fish  very  neatly  and  without 
show,  he  can,  if  using  the  white  brazed  triangles,  wrap  the 
silk  lapping  over  with  stout  silver  foil.  This  will  protect 
the  silk  from  the  fishes'  teeth  and  will  add  to  the  brilliancy 
of  the  baits,  showing  little  or  nothing  to  alarm,  and  if 
anything  lending  an  attractive  brilliance  to  the  bait. 

Before  using  any  tackle  composed  of  brazed  triangles, 
the  angler  should  test  each  hook  carefully,  more  particu- 
larly if  they  are  at  all  old  or  have  been  used  and  laid  by 
for  any  length  of  time,  or  if  they  show  any  trace  of  rust, 
as  the  brazing  often  destroys  the  tempering  of  the  hooks, 
at  least,  I  conclude  so,  as  I  have  frequently  found  hooks 
in  the  state  I  have  mentioned,  though  apparently  stout 
and  well  looking,  snap  at  the  slightest  stroke,  and  many  a 
good  fish  have  I  thus  lost  from  neglecting  this  necessary 
precaution. 

The  simplest  tackle  in  the  way  of  triangles  I  have  met 
with  is  that  used  by  the  Nottingham  spinners.  It  is  com- 
posed of  only  two  triangles  and  a  lip-hook.  The  lip-hook 
is  a  fixed  one.  The  loop  of  the  gimp  is  passed  up  through 
the  gill  of  the  fish  and  out  of  the  mouth,  the  lip-hook 
being  carefully  manoeuvred  through  also;  this  is  then  turned 
and  hooked  through  the  lips  in  the  usual  way.  The  first 
triangle  goes  into  the  shoulder,  and  the  last  is  brought 
up  and  hooked  in  over  the  tail  part  of  the  back,  just  be- 
hind the  dorsal  fin,  the  bait  being  drawn  up  so  as  to 
communicate  a  bend  or  crook  to  the  body,  and  the  bend 
is  thus  given  to  the  middle  of  the  bait  instead  of  the  tail 
(see  Plate  V.  fig.  7).     The  flight  is  then  looped  on  to  the 
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trace  and  is  ready  for  use.  It  is  a  simple  and  effective 
method,  and  a  bait  thus  put  on,  if  it  be  properly  hung, 
spins  very  well,  and  shows  enough  arming  sufficiently  dis- 
posed over  the  main  parts  of  the  body  to  hook  any  fish  that 
runs  and  takes  it  fairly.  They  more  often  use  a  roach 
for  baiting  in  this  way  than  any  other  fish,  and  certainly 
a  roach  thus  baited  spins  with  even  less  difficulty  than  it 
does  when  baited  on  a  Thames  tackle  with  the  tail  crooked 
as  is  the  custom  there. 

Some  time  since  I  invented  a  tackle  for  Thames  trout, 
which  was  also  made  up  by  the  tackle  makers  for  pike.  The 
object  of  that  tackle  was  to  obtain  fewer  but  more  effec- 
tive hooks.  It  was  a  modification  of  Col.  Hawker's,  or,  as 
Mr.  Pennell  reminds  us,  Salter's  tackle,  with  a  single  instead 
of  double  strand  of  gut,  no  flying  triangles,  and  no  lead 
cap.  If  the  angler  will  turn  to  the  chapter  on  spinning 
for  trout  he  will  find  the  circumstances  relating  to  that 
tackle  described.  Soon  after  I  brought  this  tackle  out, 
Mr.  Cholmondely  Pennell  wrote  a  little  work  on  spinning 
for  pike,  in  which  he  described  a  tackle  which  he  had  in- 
vented, and  an  excellent  tackle  it  is.  It  furnished  me  with 
the  hint  which  I  required  for  my  trout  tackle  in  respect  to 
the  tail-hook,  the  plan  of  the  reverse  hook  at  the  tail 
(see  Plate  IV.  fig.  2)  enabling  me  to  prevent  the  twisting 
of  the  big  tail-hook  which  had  rather  bothered  me.  Mr. 
Pennell  states,  with  respect  to  his  tackle,  that  flying  tri- 
angles and  triangles  upon  separate  strands  of  gimp,  are 
more  correct  in  principle  and  kill  more  fish  than  if  they 
were  fastened  on  to  the  single  strand  of  gimp  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  I  am  sure  that  he  is  right ;  and  the  only  possible 
objection  I  can  enter  to  it  is  the  plurality  of  strands  of  gimp 
he  uses,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  did  use,  and  the  amount  of 
lashing  which  must  be  rather  conspicuous  on  the  fish's  side ; 
and  I  should  prefer  the  tail-hook,  too,  to  be  a  trifle  larger 
than  in  his  original  tackle,  a  sketch  of  which  may  be  seen 
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in  Plate  IV.  fig.  2.  I  have  great  faith  in  a  big  hook  for 
big  fish.  Subsequently  Mr.  Pennell  improved  his  tackle, 
enlarged  the  tail-hook,  did  away  with  much  of  the  lashing, 
and  adopted  the  shifting  triangle  attached  to  the  lip- 
hook,  which  I  had  employed  on  my  tackle,  instead  of  two 
attached  by  single  strands  to  the  main  strand  of  gimp, 
the  shifting  triangle  being  inserted  on  the  reverse  side, 
and  in  this  form  it  makes  the  best  tackle  that  had  so 
far  been  invented  (see  Plate  IV.  fig.  3).  Wishing,  if  pos- 
sible, still  further  to  improve  on  the  system  of  flying 
triangles,  I  hit  upon  the  idea  a  short  time  since  of  em- 
ploying triangles  with  the  loops  or  eyes,  instead  of  tying 
them  on  to  strands  of  gimp,  and  having  a  single  hook  tied 
to  the  main  gimp  under  each  triangle  to  hook  the  fish  on, 
leaving  the  triangles  to  stand  out  free.  My  belief  is  that 
in  most  tackles  the  hooks  lay  too  closely  to  the  bait  to  take 
a  favourable  hold  of  the  fish,  and  often  hit  upon  the  hard 
jaw  bone,  instead  of  catching  the  more  fleshy  parts  of  the 
mouth.  By  letting  the  triangles  stand  farther  from  the 
bait,  the  chance  of  hooking  is  greatly  increased. 

In  Plate  IV.  fig.  4,  the  tackle  is  represented,  but  I  have 
had  it  also  made  with  the  shifting  triangle  for  the  reverse 
side,  as  is  shown  in  Fig.  3,  and  it  answers  exceedingly 
welL  There  is  an  immense  variety  of  other  spinning 
tackles,  far  more  'than  can  be  noticed  here,  but  the  above 
are  about  the  best  of  them.  In  the  choice  of  hooks, 
Mr.  Pennell  strongly  recommends  the  sneck  bend  for  the 
triangles,  as  being  far  more  sure  in  hooking,  and  I  have 
certainly  found  that  no  hooks  do  so  well  or  hook  so  many 
trout  in  fly-fishing,  where  the  question  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  principle  which 
certainly  suits  best  and  prevails  so  very  extensively  in  trout 
hooks  should  not  be  equally  applicable  to  pike.  Mr.  Pennell 
says  that,  after  a  series  of  experiments,  he  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  advantage  which  the  sneck  bend  has 
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over  the  other  hooks  is  something  like  100  per  cent,  and 
such  being  the  case — ^as  it  cannot  matter  two  straws  to  the 
angler  which  pattern  he  selects — ^by  all  means  sneck  bend 
be  it. 

There  are  various  ingenious  inventions  for  the  purpose 
of  simplifying  the  art  of  putting  on  a  spinning-bait.  Some 
of  them  are  more  ingenious  than  useful.  The  principle  of 
most  of  them  is  to  have  a  piece  of  flat  brass  about  the 
length  of  the  bait  to  be  used,  pointed  and  barbed  at  one  end. 
This  is  thrust  into  the  mouth  of  the  bait  and  down  beside 
the  spine  until  the  barbed  point  is  buried  in  the  root  of  the 
tall ;  another  barb  half-way  up  the  metal  helps  to  keep  the 
bait  on  and  in  its  place.  The  other  end  of  the  brass  has 
fixed  on  it  a  pair  of  wings  or  fans,  on  the  Archimedian 
screw  principle ;  these  extend  on  either  side  of  the  mouth 
of  the  bait  and  communicate  to  it  the  spinning  action. 
Above  these  wings  is  an  eye  in  the  brass  from  which  a  pair 
of  triangles  on  one  side,  and  a  single  one  on  the  other, 
hang  and  form  the  arming  of  the  bait,  one  of  the  hooks  of 
the  upper  triangle  on  one  side,  and  the  single  one  of  the 
other,  being  hooked  into  the  bait,  serve  also  to  keep  it 
together.  But  in  spite  of  all  this,  when  there  is  the  con- 
stant strain  caused  by  casting  and  drawing  against  stream, 
the  barbs  will  at  times  work  loose  and  allow  the  fans  to 
come  up  and  away  from  the  mouth,  so  that  a  short  interval 
will  appear  between  the  fan  and  the  head  of  the  bait,  which 
is  very  undesirable.  To  the  eye  is  fixed  a  swivel  to  which 
the  trace  is  fastened  in  the  usual  manner.  Some  of  these 
artificial  spinners  are  without  the  fans,  and  the  spin  is  given 
to  the  bait  by  simply  bending  the  tail,  brass  and  all,  the 
brass  keeping  the  tail  properly  crooked.  Some,  again, 
have  the  fan  at  the  tail,  the  tail  being  cut  off,  the  spear 
thrust  in  at  the  tail  and  out  at  the  mouth,  an  artificial  tail 
being  thus  given  to  the  bait.  Most  of  these  aids  to  spin- 
niug  are  leaded  so  that  the  weight  is  concealed  in  the  body 
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of  the  bait ;  and,  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  hide  the 
lead  and  to  show  as  little  tackle  as  possible  to  alarm  the 
fish^  I  have  always  found  that  the  thrusting  of  a  lead  into 
the  fish  soon  cuts  the  bait  to  pieces,  and  the  belly  and 
thorax  are  liable  to  cut  out  more  or  less  speedily.  Again, 
in  these  aids  to  spinning  many  of  them  require  the  baits 
to  be  fitted  with  some  exactness  to  the  apparatus  and  the 
apparatus  to  the  bait.  The  best  of  them  all,  perhaps,  is 
the  Chapman  spinner  (see  Plate  V.  figs.  8  and  9).  But, 
however  good  they  may  be  in  one  sense,  there  are  many 
objections  to  them ;  and  my  advice  to  the  young  spinner 
is  to  learn  how  to  put  a  bait  properly  on  an  ordinary 
flight  of  tackle  devoid  of  aids  or  makeshifts  of  any  kind, 
and  to  practise  until  he  becomes  an  expert,  when  he  will 
certainly  decline  to  be  bothered  with  any  apparatus  of 
the  sort. 

With  respect  to  baits,  pike  are  tolerably  indifferent,  and 
bleak,  dace,  gudgeon,  or  the  young  of  barbel  or  chub,  may 
be  used  for  spinning  baits  indiscriminately,  and  even  a  roach 
can,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  be  made  to  spin  well.  Bleak 
and  dace  of  course  are  the  most  showv,  and  are  for  that 
reason  more  quickly  seen,  and  are  therefore  perhaps  more 
attractive.  But  whatever  be  the  baits,  the  angler  should 
always  take  a  good  supply  of  them,  as  so  many  get  cut, 
torn,  and  spoilt,  that  a  couple  of  dozen  will  not  be  too 
many,  and  sometimes  not  enough,  for  each  rod  in  a  mode- 
rate day's  sport.  If  the  angler  is  not  certain  about  pro- 
curing bait  on  the  water  he  is  going  to  fish,  he  should 
never  trust  to  chance ;  always  make  sure  in  this  respect, 
and  thus  many  an  hour  often  vexatiously  lost  will  be  saved, 
and  many  an  indiflFerent  day  turned  into  a  good  one.  Never 
mind  what  your  companion  may  say  about  being  able  to 
catch  bait,  or  the  probability  that  Jack,  Bob,  or  Tom 
may  be  able  to  spare  you  some.  Catching  bait  is  always  a 
very  chancy  occupation,  and  although  if  you  did  not  want 
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them  you  might  be  able  to  pull  out  dace  and  gudgeon  by 
the  score,  yet  when  you  do  want  them  particularly,  they 
seem  to  have  an  instinctive  knowledge  of  the  fate  awaiting 
them,  and  to  be  resolved  to  defeat  your  object     At  the 
best,  it  always  wastes  valuable  time ;  while  as  for  the  hypo- 
thesis aflFecting  Jack,  Bob,  or  Tom,  it  never  comes  oflFwhen 
you  most  want  it  to:  so  unless  you  are  quite  sure  of  a  good 
•  supply  of  bait,  take  them.     If  you  are  going  to  live-bait,  a 
large  can  will  be  requisite  to  convey  the  baits  alive  to  the 
river  (see  Plate  I.  fig.  6,  for  cut  of  a  live-bait  can),  and 
if  it  be  a  long  journey  and  warm  weather,  there  will  be 
much  difficulty  in  keeping  them  alive.*     A  small  pair  of 
bellows  will  greatly  aid  this,  for  by  putting  the  nozzle 
to  the  bottom  the  water,  and  blowing  it  two  or  three  times, 
the  water  is  aerated  afresh,  to  the  great  reviving  of  the 
fish.     If,  however,  spinning  be  the  object,  you  may  much 
simplify  matters  by  getting  a  supply  of  dead  baits.     These 
may  be  preserved  in  various  ways,  by  being  either  salted  or, 
if  the  weather  be  cool,  simply  put  into  a  box  of  bran  if  they 
are  not  required  to  be  kept  too  long,  or  by  painting  them 
over  with  glycerine,  or  by  putting  a  number  into  a  widish 
mouthed  bottle  full  of  spirits  of  some  kind.     This  keeps 
the  baits  well,  and  their  colour  as  brilliant  as  in  their  na- 
tural condition,  while  they  are  rendered  so  tough  that  they 
will  stand  much  more  wear  and  tear  than  in  their  natural 
state.     Take  out  of  the  bottle  as  many  baits  as  may  be 
required  for  the  day,  and  if  they  are  not  used  they  can  be 
returned  to  the  bottle  again.     The  angler  should  keep  up 
his  stock  by  adding  fresh  baits  occasionally. 

We  will  now  suppose  the  weighty  matters  of  choosing 
a  tackle,  fixing  and  baiting  it  concluded.  Let  the  angler, 
if  standing  on  the  bank  of  a  river  or  pond,  see  that  the 
ground  at  his  feet  is  clear  of  fragments  of  stick,  &c.,  which 

*  In  cold  winter  weather  baits  wiU  travel  by  rail  a  long  distance  without 
requiring  much  attention. 
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may  entangle  in  his  line  and  spoil  his  cast;  then  let  him  draw 
off  as  much  line  as  he  requires  from  his  reel,  and  let  it  lay 
in  loose  coils  at  his  feet.  Of  course  I  am  supposing  here 
that  he  is  about  to  fish  in  the  Thames  style,  which  is  that 
most  generally  adopted,  and  is  certainly  the  best  and  most 
attractive.  Only  on  very  foul  ground  is  the  Nottingham 
style  of  spinning  at  all  preferable,  and  even  here  on  Thames, 
fishers  of  experience  will  often,  by  the  knack  which  they 
have  of  gathering  up  the  line  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  by 
an  up  and  down  motion,  something  like  that  of  a  weaver 
with  a  shuttle,  greatly  counteract  this  advantage.  Sup- 
posing, then,  the  line  to  be  ready:  it  will  be  best  to  com- 
mence with  a  short  line  for  practice,  say  ten  or  fifteen 
yards ;  this  can  be  increased  as  the  angler  progresses,  by 
pulling  some  two  or  three  yards  extra  off  the  reel  between 
each  cast:  and  ju8t  after  he  has  made  his  cast,  when  all 
the  line  is  out,  holding  the  rod  firmly  above  the  reel, 
in  his  right  hand,  with  the  line  clasped  to  the  rod,  and 
taking  hold  of  the  rod  below  the  reel  with  his  left  hand,* 
with  the  point  elevated  in  the  air  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty  degrees  from  the  body,  the  bait  hanging  downwards 
some  five  or  six  feet  from  the  rod-point,  let  him  wave  the 
bait  gently  backwards,  either  to  the  right  or  across  his 
body  to  the  left,  so  as  to  get  the  swing,  and  when  the 
bait  has  reached  the  full  extent  of  the  swing  let  him 
sweep  his  rod  forward  rapidly,  feeling  the  weight  of  the 
bait  and  lifting  it  slightly  as  he  delivers  it,  and  when  he 
has  reached  about  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  sweep, 
open  or  loosen  his  right  hand,  so  as  to  release  the  line  just 
as  he  gives  the  lift  spoken  of,  and  directing  the  point  of 

*  Some  anglers  hold  the  rod  only  with  the  right  hand,  the  hip  forming  a 
rest  and  a  pivot,  the  line  being  held  in  the  left;  this  is  awkward  and 
lacks  the  capability  of  precision,  which  is  desirable  whether  in  casting,  work- 
ing, or  striking.  It  also  gives  the  right  arm  too  much  to  do,  and  in  a  long 
day's  spinning  with  a  14  or  15  feet  rod  this  will  be  found  a  consideration. 
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the  rod  towards  the  spot  he  desires  to  reach,  the  line  will 
thus  run  freely  through  the  rings,  the  bait  will  fly  through 
the  air,  and  if  the  strength  and  the  lift  be  properly  given, 
and  the  rod  pointed  aright,  his  bait  will  hardly  fail  to  reach 
the  point  aimed  at.  To  do  this  well  and  effectively  will 
require  some  little  practice.  The  bait  should  not  be  lifted 
too  high  or  it  makes  too  much  splash  when  it  falls ;  but 
practice  alone  will  enable  the  angler  to  judge  of  this. 
When  the  bait  falls  in  the  water,  he  must  allow  it  to  sink 
to  the  depth  he  requires,  then  he  must  bring  the  rod  down 
to  a  parallel  with  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  a  little 
above  it,  resting  the  but  against  his  right  hip  or  thigh. 
If  the  water  is  deep,  and  the  angler  desires  to  fish  deep, 
he  may  let  the  point  of  the  rod  almost  touch  the  sur- 
face of  the  water.  Then,  griping  the  line  again  to  the 
rod  with  his  right  hand,  he  must  take  the  line  in  his 
left  hand  and  commence  drawing  it  in,  loosing  the  grip 
of  the  right  hand  at  every  draw,  and  lifting  the  rod-point 
and  working  the  bait  in  shoots,  as  it  were,  after  each  draw. 
Thus,  he  must  keep  on  drawing  the  line  in,  letting  it  fall 
in  free  coils  at  his  feet  as  before,  until  he  has  brought  all 
the  line  once  more  to  the  shore.  If  these  directions  be 
properly  carried  out,  the  bait  will  come  traversing  the  water 
about  mid-water,  spinning  and  shooting  in  a  way  very 
attractive  to  the  pike.  By  raising  the  point  of  the  rod 
he  may,  of  course,  work  the  bait  nearer  to  the  surface  if 
required. 

The  length  of  cast  which  an  angler  will  find  it  conve- 
nient to  make  is  that  which  he  can  not  only  cast  but  fish 
best.  Some  anglers  can  cast  from  thirty-five  to  forty-five 
yards ;  but  for  fishing  purposes  twenty  to  thirty  yards  is 
long  enough,  unless  a  special  case  occurs  to  require  more. 
The  question  of  how  much  can  be  cast  is  doubtful.  I  am 
sure  that  I  have  seen  fully  fifty  yar<}s  if  not  more  cast  with 
a  heavy  live  bait  and  float.     I  can  manage  forty-five  yards 
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with  an  ordinary  tackle,  and  bait  weighing  from  one  and 
a  quarter  to  one  and  a  half  ounces.  Long  casts  are  often 
useful  when  it  is  required  to  get  a  live  bait  well  out  in  a 
lake  or  pond. 

With  respect  to  the  pace  at  which  it  is  desirable  to  spin, 
as  I  have  before  said,  I  prefer  slow  spinning,  as  it  gives 
the  fish  more  time  to  see  the  bait ;  but  it  must  not  be  so 
slow  as  to  spoil  the  spinning.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of  how  to  regulate  this  than 
to  quote  Mr.  Pennell's  words  on  the  subject.  He  says:  '  The 
draws  or  pulls  and  the  corresponding  movements  of  the  rod 
must  of  course  be  varied  in  length  and  rapidity  according 
to  the  depth  of  the  water,  size  of  bait,  and  other  circum- 
stances ;  but  a  good  medium  speed,  when  the  left  hand  is 
carried  well  back,  is  about  forty  draws  per  minute.'  This, 
as  Mr.  Pennell  says,  is  a  medium  pace.  To  fish  a  stream 
properly,  that  method  is  the  best  which  enables  you  to 
cover  the  most  water  with  the  greatest  ease  and  the  shortest 
time,  and  the  best  way  is  to  cast  across  and  rather  down 
stream,  and  to  repeat  it  three  or  four  yards  farther  down  and 
nearer  to  you  until  you  have  fished  all  the  water  you  can 
cover — when  move  on.  Always  fish  your  cast  out  and  do 
not  be  in  a  hurry  to  withdraw  the  bait,  as  pike  often  follow 
it  and  take  it  close  to  the  boat  or  the  bank.  Greville  F.  tells 
a  story  in  the  *  Field'  of  one  following  the  bait  with  such 
good  will  that,  missing  it,  he  ran  his  head  against  a  post 
and  stunned  himself,  and  was  thus  lifted  out  in  the  landing- 
net  without  more  ado.  Some  anglers  prefer  to  cast  up 
stream  where  there  is  not  much  stream,  and  draw  down, 
holding  that  the  fish  has  thus  a  better  chance  of  seeing  the 
bait ;  but  straight  casts  up  or  down  should  be  avoided  as 
much  as  possible,  as  the  fish  sees  too  much  of  the  line. 

If  the  angler  feels  a  check  or  stoppage  of  the  li^e  while 
he  is  drawing  it  home,  he  has  to  decide  whether  it  is  a  fish 
or  a  weed  or  other  obstruction ;  usually  he  will  feel  the  tug 
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of  the  fish,  or  if  he  slacks  the  point,  the  line  will  move  oflF 
if  it  be  a  fish,  but  if  he  feels  nothing  of  this,  by  raising 
the  point  slightly  he  will  tighten  the  line,  when  he  will 
decide  the  question  at  once.  If  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
it  proceeds  from  a  fish,  he  must  strike  directly  straight 
back  and  firmly,  holding  his  fish  rather  tightly  for  the  first 
few  seconds,  so  as  to  embed  the  hooks  in  the  pike's  hard 
mouth  before  letting  him  work  his  wicked  will ;  he  can 
then  ease  him  a  little  and  play  with  him  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.  Some  anglers  when  they  feel  a  run  give  the  fish  a 
few  seconds.  This  is  quite  optional.  It  is  not  necessary,  as  a 
pike  seldom  misses  his  grip  if  he  means  to  take  the  bait, 
and  as  he  holds  it  across  his  mouth,  the  Instant  he  is  felt  he 
has  as  much  of  the  bait  in  his  mouth  as  he  will  have  until  he 
pouches.  In  striking,  the  angler  should  not  strike  straight 
upward  over  his  own  head  if  he  can  avoid  it,  but  sideways 
and  downward,  parallel  with  the  water  as  it  were,  and  for 
this  reason  :  if  he  strikes  up,  he  strikes  the  hooks  against 
the  hard  homy  roof  of  the  pike's  mouth,  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  and  this  is  one  mass  of  teeth,  into  which 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  drive  a  hook  deeply ;  whereas,  if 
he  strikes  sideways  he  has  a  better  chance  of  getting  hold 
of  the  softer  and  more  fleshy  lower  jaw. 

Mr.  Pennell  recommends  striking  twice,  so  as  to  be  sure 
of  driving  the  hooks  in.  It  is  quite  possible  to  lose  a  fish 
by  striking  twice,  the  first  strike  sending  the  hook  in,  and 
the  second  striking  it  out  again  ;  but  there  is  this  much  to 
be  said  in  that  case,  viz.,  that  the  hold  must  be  rather  a 
slight  one  and  that  there  would  be  every  possibility  of  the 
fish  breaking  from  it  whether  or  no ;  whereas  if  the  points 
only  without  the  barbs  are  buried  in  the  pike's  jaw  the 
second  strike  will  certainly  make  assurance  doubly  sure  by 
sending  the  barbs  home.  Therefore  I  leave  the  angler  to 
adopt  whichever  course  he  pleases.  I  never  strike  twice, 
but  then  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  certainly  do  lose  a  good 
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many  fish.  If  a  pike  runs  deep  when  struck,  hold  a  firm 
hand  upon  him  so  as  to  keep  his  head  up  out  of  the  weeds, 
and  always,  if  possible,  particularly  if  he  is  a  big  one,  keep 
the  point  of  the  rod  behind  him  so  as  to  pull  the  hooks 
into  his  mouth  instead  of  out  of  it.  If  the  fish. be  straight 
down  stream  below  you,  rather  drop  to  him  than  pull 
against  him,  for  if  when  you  are  so  pulling  he  happens  to 
open  his  mouth  and  give  his  head  a  shake  or  two,  it  is  a 
hundred  to  one,  unless  your  hold  is  very  good  indeed,  if  he 
does  not  shake  himself  free.  If  a  pike  comes  to  the  top 
of  the  water  standing  on  his  tail,  ss  it  were  (as  if  you  were 
weighing  him),  and  with  open  mouth  'grins  ghastly'  at 
you,  shaking  his  head  to  and  fro  savagely,  you  are  in  no 
little  danger  of  losing  him.  I  have  lost  scores  in  this  way. 
The  only  thing  to  do  is  to  drop  the  point  of  the  rod  and 
let  him  have  nothing  to  struggle  against,  when  he  will 
speedily  recover  his  horizontal ;  for  if  you  hang  on  to  him, 
you  are  unusually  lucky  if  you  kill  him.  Get  the  point  of 
the  rod  down  to  the  surface  of  the  water  if  he  shows  symp- 
toms of  coming  to  the  top,  so  that  the  weight  of  line  may 
aid  in  deterring  him.  If  you  lose  a  fish  after  playing  him 
for  a  turn  or  two,  don't  lose  a  moment  in  throwing  again 
to  the  spot  where  you  lost  him,  and  he  will  possibly  take 
it  again,  for  pikey  is  very  likely  looking  all  round  him  in 
rage  and  desperation  at  losing  his  prey,  and  does  not  feel 
his  scratches  more  than  a  wounded  tiger  or  shark  does, 
and  whose  rage  is  kindled  against  the  insignificant  being 
which  has  scratched  him  and  then  run  away ;  of  course, 
however,  if  you  give  him  time  to  cool  and  reflect  your 
chance  is  small  of  seeing  him  again.  Sometimes  a  pike 
will  jump  out  of  water  like  a  salmon,  when  hooked. 
Always  drop  the  point  and  slacken  line  to  him  when  he 
does  so,  until  he  is  well  in  his  native  element  again,  when 
you  can  resume  your  command  of  him.  It  is  not  a  com- 
mon trick,  but  I  have  seen  it  happen  two  or  three  times. 
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A  pike  is  never  safe  with  spinning  tackle  until  he  is  in  the 
landing-net.*  Cret  him  there  as  speedily  as  possible.  He 
is  always  in  danger  of  getting  oflF  just  as  you  are  about  to 
land  him,  because  if  you  use  a  landing-net  you  have  to 
bring  him  near  the  surface.f  Never  let  your  man  make  a 
dash  at  the  fish  or  he  may  chance  to  catch  your  hooks  in 
the  net  and  lose  your  fish,  which  is  by  no  means  the  object 
you  have  in  view.  Let  him  sink  the  net  well,  and  as  you 
bring  the  fish  round  sweep  him  into  it  tail  first  If  he 
goes  in  head  first  your  hooks  catch  the  net,  the  fish  some- 
times gives  a  spring,  and  you  have  to  sit  down  and  mend 
your  tackle,  at  least  occasionally  you  have.$ 

Having  landed  your  pike,  the  next  thing  is  to  unhook  him, 
and  ware  fingers  here,  for  he  has  woundy  sharp  teeth.  A  dis- 
gorger  (see  Plate  VI.  fig.  7),  as  it  is  termed,  will  be  found  a 
useful  aid.  It  is  a  piece  of  metal  or  bone  with  a  notch  in  the 
end,  and  by  pushing  it  against  any  hook  that  is  fast  it  may  be 
unhooked.  To  keep  the  fish's  mouth  safely  open  during  the 
operation  is  not  an  easy  task.  My  friend,  Mr.  Rolfe,  the 
admirable  fish  artist,  invented  a  machine  like  to  a  pair  of 
scissors  with  a  rack.  By  opening  these  in  the  fish's  mouth 
and  setting  the  rack,  the  angler  can  poke  out  the  hooks  at 

*  And  even  when  in  the  net  I  have  known  them  jump  out.  I  was  once 
fishing  at  Hampton  Court  with  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Frank  Matthews,  the 
well-known  comedian.  He  hooked  a  fish  of  about  seven  pounds  ;  Wisdom,  our 
fisherman,  attempted  to  land  it  while  it  was  some  distance  off,  and  as  he  held 
the  net  extended  it  jumped  out  again  into  the  water  and  escaped.  Ten  minutes 
after  I  caught  the  same  fish  again.  I  have,  too,  known  a  fish  go  through 
the  bottom  of  an  old  net,  and  playing  a  heavy  fish  in  this  predicament  offers 
both  variety,  novelty,  and  excitement. 

t  The  gaff  is  a  most  useful  auxiliary  here,  for  big  fish  particularly. 

^  I  lost  a  ten-pound  fish  in  this  way  in  the  Kennet  some  time  since;  I  was 
perch-fishing  and  the  net  was  much  too  small.  I  had  no  assistant.  The  bank 
was  too  rotten  to  finger  him :  a  dozen  times  I  got  his  tail  in  the  net,  but  he 
always  contrived  to  slip  out  at  the  critical  moment.  At  last  I  slipped  it  over 
his  head,  determining  to  fetch  him  out  with  a  swing,  but  at  the  instant  of 
reaching  the  bank  he  fiopped  out  again  and  into  the  water,  leaving  the 
paternoster  hooks  fast  in  the  net. 
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leisure.  \Mien  he  is  quite  free,  knock  him  on  the  head  with 
a  short  bludgeon  like  a  ship's  trenail  or  a  boat's  rowlock, 
and  put  him  in  the  creel. 

There  are  many  other  ways  of  taking  pike  besides  spin- 
ning. Trolling  with  a  dead  gorge  bait  comes  next  to  it, 
but  it  is  not  so  much  pi*actised  now  as  formerly,  as  there 
is  little  which  can  be  done  with  it  which  cannot  be  done 
better  with  the  spinning  bait.  The  only  advantage  it  pre- 
sents is  that  you  can  fish  amongst  weeds,  which  could  not 
be  fished  with  a  spinning  bait.  See  Plate  V.  figs.  5  and  6 
for  cuts  of  a  gorge  hook  baited  and  unbaited.  The  dead 
gorge  hook  consists  of  two  hooks  fastened  back  to  back. 
The  shanks  are  then  heavily  leaded  and  are  lengthened 
ad  lib.  by  means  of  a  piece  of  stoutish  twisted  brass  wire. 
These  are  made  of  various  lengths  to  suit  various  baits. 
Bait  it  as  follows  :  Choose  a  bait — a  dace  or  gudgeon  is  the 
best — cut  oflF  the  tail,  and  then  slip  the  loop  of  the  tackle 
into  the  eye  of  the  baiting  needle  (see  Plate  VI.  fig.  8).*  Put 
the  baiting  needle  in  at  the  mouth  of  the  bait,  push  it  down 
through  the  centre  of  the  fish  and  out  at  the  tail,  and  draw 
the  lead  down  into  the  gullet  and  stomach  of  the  fish  until 
the  hooks  are  arrested  at  the  mouth  and  lie  upon  each  side 
of  it.  The  tail  is  then  tied  tightly  to  the  gimp  with 
thread,  the  eye  of  the  gimp  hooked  on  to  the  line  by  a 
swivel,  and  all  is  ready  for  action.  It  is  worked  thus : 
cast  it  into  a  hole,  and  let  it  sink ;  the  point  of  the  rod 
is  then  lifted  and  lowered  constantly  as  the  bait  is  drawn 
home,  and  this  causes  it  to  shoot  along  through  the  water 
more  like  a  live  fish  than  even  a  spinning  bait.  When  a 
pike  seizes  it,  or  a  check  is  felt,  line  is  given  out  and  the 

» 

*  1  inTented  a  little  leathern  machine  some  years  since  for  carrying  baiting 
needles  and  disgoigers ;  as  these  implements  are  so  easily  missed  and  diffi- 
cult to  find,  that  they  are  always  missing  when  wanted.  It  was  simply 
buttoned  on  to  one  of  the  breast  buttons  of  the  angler's  doat,  and  was  thus 
always  at  hand.  Mr.  Bernard  of  Piccadilly  took  up  the  idea  and  made 
Beveral. 
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fish  carries  it  where  he  pleases.  When  he  remains  quiet 
he  may  be  considered  to  have  commenced  pouching — ^that 
is,  gorging  or  swallowing  the  fish.  The  angler  does  Tiot 
lay  down  his  rod,  take  out  his  watch,  and  wait  five  or  even 
ten  minutes  to  steady  his  excited  nerves,  as  recommended 
by  old  authors — if  he  does,  he  deserves  to  get  into  diffi- 
culties— ^but  he  waits  until  he  thinks  the  fish  has  gorged 
the  bait,  keeping  the  line  all  clear  for  a  run  in  case  the 
fish  moves.  In  about  five  minutes,  if  he  does  not  move, 
he  will  have  pouched  or  gorged,  when  the  angler  can 
gather  in  all  the  loose  line  and  give  him  a  persuasive  tug. 
As  he  will  be  tuggii^g  at  the  poor  wretch's  vitals  probably 
he  need  not  pull  very  hard.  If  the  fish  moves  soon,  the 
angler  must  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  whether  it  may 
be  worth  while  waiting  to  see  if  he  will  seek  another  holt 
or  whether  he  has  bolted  the  bait  at  short  notice.  Savants 
— telegraph  clerks  probably — pretend  that  they  can  tell  by 
certain  tremblings  of  the  line  whether  he  has  pouched  or 
not.  I  am  not  so  well  up  in  piscatorial  electricity  as  to  be 
able  to  do  so.  As  a  general  rule,  a  fish  moves  as  soon  as  he 
has  pouched ;  when  he  does,  stick  the  hook  into  him  at  once. 
If  by  chance  he  does  not,  but  appears  desirous  of  making 
a  time  bargain  of  it,  the  angler  must,  as  I  have  said,  use 
his  own  discretion  as  to  the  time  when  he  shall  think  it 
desirable  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  which  Mr.  Pike  has 
taken  of  him.  If  the  fish  be  a  large  one,  perhaps  half  the 
above  time,  or  three  minutes,  will  be  enough  for  him.  If 
a  small  one,  the  shorter  time  the  better,  because  he  may  get 
off  without  being  killed,  which  the  gorge  bait  necessitates 
to  every  fish  indiscriminately.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  not  a 
nice  way  of  fishing;  the  fish  is  very  apt  to  reject  the 
bait  on  feeling  the  lead  within  it,  or  from  not  being  very 
hungry,  and  the  waiting  is  tedious,  and  the  whole  affair  is 
so  unsatisfactory  and  savage  that  let  those  follow  it  who 
list,  for  I'll  none  of  it.     Nobbes,  who  is  called  *  the  father 
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of  trolling/  gives  very  special  and  particular  directions 
with  respect  to  it.  To  those  who  desire  to  know  more  of 
it,  I  say,  read  Nobbes. 

Live  baiting  is  the  next  method  for  discussion,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  this  should  be  pursued  is  by  means  of 
the  live  snap.  Gorge  baits  of  all  kinds,  which  were  in- 
vented by  the  father  of  cruelty,  where  pike  are  preserved, 
should  not  be  permitted  on  any  excuse,  because,  no  matter 
what  the  size  of  the  fish  may  be,  they  kill  him.  The  live 
snap  is  usually  composed  of  a  triangle,  of  which  one  hook 
is  small  and  two  are  large.  The  small  one  is  whipped  on 
high  up  at  the  top  of  the  shanks  of  the  two  larger  ones,, 
and  it  is  on  this  small  one  the  fish  is  fixed  by  the  back  fin, 
the  two  large  ones  hanging  down  the  side.  A  better  plan 
by  far  is  to  use  a  lai^sh  triangle,  a  single  hook  being 
whipped  on  the  gimp  a  little  above  it,  the  triangle  hanging 
down  loose  by  the  fish's  side  (see  Plate  VI.  figs.  1 1  and  12). 
As  soon  as  the  angler  perceives  a  bite,  giving  the  fish  half  a 
minute  or  a  minute  to  get  the  hooks  well  into  his  mouth, 
but  not  time  enough  to  pouch,  he  strikes.  A  float  is  used 
with  this  tackle.  Some  like  a  large  pear-shaped  one  (as 
shown  in  Plate  II.  fig.  7) — I  do  not,  as  they  are  apt  to  catch 
in  any  obstruction,  and  so  lose  you  your  fish — a  large  carrot 
or  cucumber-shaped  one  is  better.  A  single  hook  hooked 
through  the  nose  of  the  bait  is  often  used  by  some  anglers, 
but  unless  the  bait  be  of  small  size,  as  in  paternostering, 
this  is  rather  a  gorge  bait,  and  time  must  be  given  for 
the  fish  to  pouch  to  be  sure  of  getting  the  hook  in  his 
mouth.  Some  use  a  double  hook,  or  two  hooks  set  back 
to  back  and  tied  on  gimp.  A  baiting  needle  is  then 
hooked  on  to  the  loop  of  the  gimp  and  the  point  is  intro- 
duced under  the  skin  just  behind  the  pectoral  fins  of  the 
bait,  and  the  needle  is  run  along  towards  the  tail  and 
brought  out  above  the  vent,  or  a  little  nearer  to  the  tail, 
and  the  gimp  is  drawn  through,  so  that  part  of  the  gimp 
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and  the  shanks  of  the  hooks  are  hidden  under  the  skin 
(see  Plate  VI.  figs.  9  and  10).  This  plan  is  only  adopted 
when  very  long  throws  requiring  a  good  deal  of  force  are 
required,  as,  in  any  other  mode  of  baiting,  the  bait  is  apt 
to  be  thrown  oflf  the  hook  by  the  force  employed.  It  is  a 
very  cruel  plan,  however.  When  such  plans  as  these  are 
adopted,  as  is  often  the  case  by  pot-hunting  anglers  with 
two  or  three  or  more  rods,  I  would  ask  what  diflTerence 
there  is  between  this  and  ti'immer-fishing.*  One  can 
scarcely  be  held  to  savour  more  of  poaching  than  the 
other. 

A  very  killing  plan,  also  much  in  use  by  the  Thames 
anglers  more  particularly,  is  to  use  a  paternoster  with 
a  couple  of  gimp  hooks,  with  a  bait  on  each.  By  this 
means  every  inch  of  water  can  be  thoroughly  searched, 
but  as,  when  the  pike  runs,  the  lead  or  the  spare  hook 
and  bait  is  apt  at  times  to  catch  in  a  stone  or  weed,  the 
fish  have  a  fairer  chance  of  getting  off  than  with  the 
float.  Small  baits  and  short  law  must,  of  course,  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  Some  people  set  their  faces  altogether 
against  the  use  of  a  live  bait,  but  when  the  snap 
style  is  used,  with  a  single  bait,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
so  objectionable,  as  I  am  sure  that  if  the  fish  are  in  the 
humour  far  more  fish  are  actually  hooked  in  spinning 
than  by  any  other  means.  I  have  often  seen  one  angler 
spinning,  and  another  live  baiting,  and  I  have  seen  the 
spinner  take  at  the  rate  of  five  fish  for  the  live  baiter's  one. 
Where,  then,  is  the  objection?   It  certainly  is  not  a  pretty 

*  In  fact,  it  is  trimmer-fishing  in  disguise,  the  rod  being  a  sort  of 
neutral  introduced  to  conceal  enemies'  goods,  which  are  certainly  contraband 
of  fishing  thus  employed.  When  I  see  a  fellow  at  this  kind  of  work,  I  always 
think  what  a  capital  greedy  bill  discounter  he  would  make,  inasmuch  as  he 
would  skin  a  flint  or  a  pond  with  equal  readiness.  He  keeps  all  his  capital 
afloat  at  once,  and  expects  a  very  large  interest  for  it — fills  his  creel  with 
post  obits,  and  is  never  so  happy  as  when  effecting  a  sharp  ca  sa  upon  any 
number  of  debtors,  great  or  small. 
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way  of  fishings  and  I  dislike  it  because  it  is  not  so  pleasant 
or  lively  a  way  as  spinning,  and  it  never  can  or  will  be  so 
popular.  The  truth  is  that  sometimes  the  fish  prefer  a 
live  bait  to  a  spinning  bait^  but  more  often  the  case  is 
reversed ;  and  if  spinning  is  (as  I  know  it  to  be)  more 
deadly  in  respect  to  numbers  than  live  baiting,  upon  what 
ground  is  it  objected  to  ?  I  rarely  use  the  live  bait,  and 
certainly  do  not  advocate  it  from  any  preference.  But 
'live  and  let  live.'  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  those 
who  do,  being  well  assured  that  I  am  more  likely  to  spoil 
their  sport  than  they  are  mine.  Another  reason  why  some 
persons  prefer  live  baiting,  is  that  a  larger  bait  can  be 
used,  and  there  is  far  less  likelihood  of  losing  a  large  fish, 
when  once  hooked,  in  live  baiting,  than  spinning,  and  there 
is  some  reason  for  this  belief. 

There  are  various  other  baits  used  for  pike-fishing,  when 
fish  are  scarce,  but  it  is  needless  to  say  that  none  of  them 
equal  fish,  in  point  of  attractiveness.  Perhaps  a.  good 
yellow  lively  firog  ranks  next  in  point  of  estimation.  The 
way  to  bait  a  frog  is  to  use  one  large  long-shanked  hook, 
pass  it  through  the  under  lip  and  draw  the  hook  down 
undfer  the  belly,  until  the  bend  lies  beside  the  thigh  of  the 
hind  leg,  to  which  it  should  be  tied  with  a  lap  or  two  of 
silk,  and  work  him  after  the  fiEushion  of  a  live  bait.  Mice, 
water-rats,  and  dead  birds,  will  all  be  taken  at  times,  and 
an  artificial  rat  may  be  made  from  a  slice  of  the  skin  of  a 
cow's  tail,  which  is  said  to  answer  the  purpose  well ;  as  I 
never  used  it,  however,  I  cannot  speak  to  its  eflScacy  ;  but 
if  an  artificial  bait  be  used,  a  good  large  spoon  bait  is 
perhaps  as  effective  as  any.  Mr.  Pennell  reconmiends  a 
sapplementary  triangle  to  be  added  to  the  side  of  a  spoon, 
as  fish  often  run  and  miss  the  end  hooks,  and  it  is  a  good 
plan.  The  spoon  is  certainly  an  excellent  lure ;  they  may 
be  had  of  all  sorts,  sizes,  fashions,  and  colours  at  the 
tackle  makers,  and  as  people  have  so  many  whims  on  this 
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point,  I  leave  the  angler  to  choose  for  himself.  Sir  S.  Baker, 
the  great  African  traveller  and  Nile  explorer,  formerly  a 
correspondent  of  the  *  Field,'  once  called  my  attention  to  a 
bait  he  had  used  with  great  success  in  Wallachia.  It  was 
made  out  of  an  old  Daguerreotype  of  an  old  lady,  and  the 
^  old  lady,'  as  he  called  it,  beat  the  spoon  hollow.  He  took 
the  plate,  which  was  silvered  on  one  face  and  coppered  on 
the  reverse,  and  cut  a  rude  resemblance  of  a  fish  out  of  it, 
and  turned  the  lobes  of  the  tail  reverse  ways,  to  make  the 
bait  spin,  armed  it  well,  and  it  succeeded  admirably, 
never  giving  the  spoon  a  chance.  The  otter,  previously 
referred  to,  in  perch-fishing,  is  also  a  useful  lure  at  times. 
As  regards  the  imitations  of  fish  used  for  artificial  baits 
they  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  catalogue 
them ;  made  of  every  metal,  from  tin  to  silver,  and  of  all 
sorts  of  substances,  from  bone  or  horn  and  glass  to  India 
rubber  and  leather,  the  angler  must  be  difficult  to  please 
if  he  cannot  select  one  to  suit  him  from  the  stock  usually 
displayed  in  our  fishing  tackle  shops.  Perhaps  as  easily 
made  and  as  effective  a  bait  as  any,  is  made  in  the  follow- 
ing way :  take  a  thin  bar  or  strip  of  lead,  of  suitable  length, 
and  expanded  at  the  latter  end  into  a  tail,  lash  a  wire  eye 
on  to  the  upper  end ;  this  must  be  wrapped  over  and  over, 
round  and  round,  with  worsted  or  wool,  moulded  so  as  to 
shape  a  body.  Then  get  two  strips  of  kid  glove,  one  olive 
for  the  back  of  the  bait,  and  one  white  for  the  belly ;  these 
must  be  stretched  tightly  on  the  wool  body  and  sewn  on  to 
it.  The  leather  should  be  well  varnished,  and  the  tail 
twisted  as  usual,  and  few  better  baits  can  be  constructed 
I  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  economic  anglers.  If  they 
like  to  put  a  strip  of  silver  leaf  along  either  side,  under  the 
varnish,  and  define  a  head  and  eyes,  they  may  render  it  a 
little  more  attractive,  but  it  will  be  found  quite  killing 
enough  without  it — indeed,  I  doubt  if  any  better  artificial 
bait  than  this  is  made.     It  will  stand  a  good  deal  of  wear 
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and  tear^  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  soft  to  the  fish's 
teeth,  and  in  an  artificial  bait  I  certainly  prefer  a  soft  one 
to  a  hard  one ;  when  it  is  soft,  a  pike  will  hold  it  in  his 
mouth  as  long  as  he  will  a  natural  bait ;  when  it  is  hard, 
of  course  he  speedily  rejects  it. 

Pike  are  also  taken  in  some  waters  with  an  artificial  fly, 
and  it  is  not  a  very  uncommon  thing  for  the  angler  to 
hook  one  on  his  salmon  fly,  nor  to  lose  fly  and  all  in 
consequence.  The  kind  of  fly  most  commonly  employed 
is  one  of  large  size,  with  a  pair  of  big  out-spreading  hooks, 
the  body  composed  of  divers  coloured  pig's  wool,  blue, 
yellow,  and  green,  as  thick  as  a  man's  little  finger,  with  a 
large  heron's  or  other  hackle  for  legs ;  and  for  the  wings, 
two  eyes  from  a  peacock's  tail,  with  a  few  showy  hackles, 
wide  gold  or  silver  foil;  and  a  tail  of  various  coloured 
hackles;  at  the  head,  two  glass  beads  are  strung  on  to 
represent  eyes.  This  apparatus,  which  is  more  like  a  good 
sized  hummingbird  than  anything  else,  is  cast  and  worked 
like  a  salmon  fly,  and  when  pike  are  inclined  to  take  it, 
it  is  the  most  sporting  and  agreeable  way  of  fishing  for 
them.  In  shallow  pools,  where  there  is  very  little  water 
above  the  weeds,  it  will  be  found  the  most  serviceable. 
There  are  many  such  places  which  are  full  of  jack,  and 
which  it  would  be  found  very  diflBcult  perhaps  to  fish  in 
any  other  way. 

In  some  places,  a  rather  primitive  way  of  trolling  is 
still  indulged  in :  the  tail  and  the  head  of  a  small  eel  are 
cut  off  and  joined  together,  and  one  large  hook  being  run 
down  through  the  centre,  so  as  to  bend  the  tail  sufficiently, 
makes  it  a  by  no  means  ineffective  spinning  bait,  though 
somewhat  of  the  rudest.  I  have  seen  it  used  with  a  long 
horsehair  knotted  line,  with  a  yard  of  fine  whip  cord,  one 
coarse  swivel,  and  a  small  bullet.  The  line  is  coiled  round 
the  arm,  and  no  rod  being  used,  the  bullet  is  swung  round 
and  jerked  out  into  the  water,  being  then  drawn  in  hand 

X  2 
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over  hand.  When  a  run  ensues,  the  fish  is  struck  and 
played  by  hand.  This  is  perhaps  the  rudest  fashion  of 
spinning  for  pike  extant,  and  must  be  a  relic  of  the  bar- 
barous ages,  I  should  imagine.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  pike  to  take  a  worm ;  I  once  took  four  in  one  even- 
ing with  a  small  red  worm  and  roach  tackle,  losing  two 
others,  which  managed  to  cut  the  hook  oflf;  and,  on  sub- 
sequent occasions,  I  took  seven  or  eight  more,  one  or  two 
a  day,  in  the  same  piece  of  water.  They  will  also  run 
at  anything  moving ;  and  on  the  same  water,  on  one  of 
these  days,  a  fish  ran  at  and  took  my  float  (I  was  tench- 
fishing)  as  I  was  drawing  it  slowly  towards  me  along  the 
surface ;  it  was  towards  dusk  ;  the  fish  got  his  teeth  into 
the  cork  and  could  not  get  rid  of  it  at  first,  and  I  played 
him  for  a  minute  or  so  until  he  managed  to  get  quit  of  it. 
And  now,  having  told  the  young  angler  how  to  prepare 
and  bait  his  tackle,  and  what  tackles  may  be  used,  with  the 
methods  of  using  them,  how  to  hook,  play,  and  land  his 
pike,  I  shall  tell  him  where  to  fish  for  him.  When  I 
say  where  to  fish  for  him,  I  do  not  mean  in  what  loca- 
lities ;  for  if  I  knew  any  good  localities,  I  should  keep 
them  to  myself,  for  my  own  experience  of  pike-fishing 
is,  that  good  pike-fishing  is  far  more  scarce  than 
good  salmon-fishing,  and  is  much  more  easily  spoiled.  I 
think  this  is  owing  to  the  practice  amongst  anglers  of 
killing  small  fish.  If  we  kill  the  small  fish,  it  is  evident 
that  they  cannot  grow  into  large  ones.  Had  I  the  manage- 
ment of  a  good  pike  water,  I  would  allow  nothing  but 
spinning,  and  no  fish  under  four  pounds  to  be  killed. 
Be  satisfied,  0  angler,  with  landing  the  three  pounder, 
you  have  had  your  sport  from  him,  let  him  go  to  grow 
bigger,  that  your  sport  may  grow  with  him,  and  your  horn 
be  exalted  some  day  at  killing  a  twenty  pounder.  Some 
time  since,  I  turned  seven  fish  of  under  one  and  a  half 
pounds  each  (part  of  my  day's  take)  into  a  cunning  comer 


WHERE  TO   FISH  FOR  PIKE.  117 

in  the  Thames  ;  the  very  next  day  a  pot-hunter  came  and 
took  four  of  them,  and  carried  them  away. 

Confound  all  pot-hunters, 
Frustrate  these  knave  punters,  &c., 

say  I ;  for  they  are  the  curse  of  most  waters  and  of  all 
fair  fishers,  while  unfortunately  their  name  is  legion.  In 
ponds  or  lakes,  the  angler  should  attend  more  particularly 
to  the  shallow  portions,  where  the  water  does  not  exceed 
from  seven  to  eight  or  ten  feet  in  depth ;  and  even  in  less 
than  this  he  will  find  the  best  sport.  Pike  prefer  the 
shallower  waters,  especially  when  feeding,  as  there  bait  is 
the  most  plentiful.  If  there  be  a  shallow  margin,  and 
then  a  sudden  deepening  of  the  water,  the  fish  are  fond  of 
lying  just  on  the  edge,  between  the  two ;  at  least  that  is 
where  they  more  often  take  the  bait,  and  a  bait  pitched 
off  the  shore  into  the  deepish  water,  and  spun  rapidly 
towards  the  shallow,  as  if  seeking  to  escape  in  that  direc- 
tion, will  be  pretty  sure  to  *get  a  bid.'  The  angler  should 
always  take  care  to  pay  especial  attention  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  weeds,  reeds,  or  flags;  flags  are  very  favourite 
lairs  with  pike,  and  when  they  exist  to  any  extent,  the 
angler  will  find  his  account  in  sending  a  boat  or  a  New- 
foundland dog  into  them,  to  beat  the  fish  out,  half  an 
hour  before  be  begins  to  fish.  It  may  seem  a  strange 
direction  to  give,  but  it  must  be  evident  that  if  the  fish  be 
yards  deep  in  a  reed  or  weed  bed  they  will  hardly  catch 
sight  of  the  bait  outside.  If  the  weed  bed  has  occasional 
holes  and  open  spaces  in  it,  it  will  be  advisable,  before  try- 
ing the  clearing  out  system  recommended,  to  try  them 
with  the  dead  gorge.  In  such  a  place  you  are  more  safe 
to  kill  your  fish  with  it,  than  with  a  dead  snap,  as  you  can 
hang  on  to  your  fish  with  more  safety;  and  should  he 
make  a  twenty  yards'  run  in  the  midst  of  a  thick  weed  bed, 
threading  innumerable  rushy  needles  with  the  assistance 
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of  your  line,  he  will  be  the  less  likely  to  leave  you  behind 
with  nothing  but  half  a  ton  of  weed  on  your  hook  and 
line ;  in  lakes,  try  the  sheltered  shallow  bays,  where  the 
bottom  is  well  covered  with  lily  leaves  and  roots,  also  the 
outsides  of  reed  beds,  and   all  such  places.      In  rivers 
very  much  depends  upon  the  time  of  the  year.     In  the 
spring  the  fish  are  spawning.     In  the  summer  they  lay 
in  the  open  reaches,  or  the  eddies  and  holes  by  weirs,  and 
under  boughs  or  mill  aprons,  by  lock  gates,  &c. ;  often, 
feeding  in  the  heavier  streams.    With  the  autumn  floods, 
they  get  into  the  weed  beds,  or  the  large  still  spots  where  a 
back-water  debouches,  or  below  an  island.    In  such  places 
they  will  be  often  found  gathered  together  in  large  num- 
bers, on  some  favourite  spot  of  ground  but  a  few  yards 
square.     Always  try  such  spots  carefully,  or  you  may  miss 
the  fish  altogether,  and  yet  if  you  take  one,  you  may,  by 
sticking  to  the  same  locality,  catch  a  dozen  or  more.     I 
once  caught  twenty-four  in  two  days  from  under  the  apron 
of  Hampton  Court  weir. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ARTIFICIAL   FLY-FISHING, 

TIBIETIBS   OF  TBOtJT — ^INSTBVCTIOMS  AS  TO  BODS  AND  TACKLE — HOW  TO  USE 
THEM — ^WEATHEB — HOW  TO  CHOOSE  FLIES — DAE8S — NIOHT-FISHINO. 

THE  TROUT   (Salnw  fario), 

Probablt  of  all  the  fish  that  inhabit  the  fresh  waters, 
there  is  nooe  which  affords  so  wide-spread  and  great  an 
amount  of  sport  to  the  angler  as  the  trout,  and  this  is 
partly  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  fish  itself,  and  partly  to 
the  exceedingly  wide  area  of  its  distribution,  for  it  is 
found  in  almost  all  moderately  temperate  climates.  But 
if  the  localities  in  which  it  is  found  are  various,  scarcely 
less  so  are  the  characteristics  of  the  fish  itself.  Indeed,  it 
is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  strongly  marked  differences 
found  to  exist  do  not  almost  constitute  separate  species.  I 
do  not  allude  to  the  mere  question  of  size,  though  that  is 
sufficiently  striking  at  times  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  their 
identity  in  the  angler's  mind,  for  who  that  looks  upon  the 
noble  Thames  trout  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds  weight, 
in  all  its  panoply  of  silver,  could,  when  placing  beside  it 
the  little  dark-coloured,  smutty-looking  troutling  of  three 
or  four  ounces,  hooked  out  from  under  some  overhanging 
bank  in  a  moss  burn,  hold  that  they  were  brothers  of  the 
same  family?  But  there  are  often  actual  differences  in 
their  anatomy,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  numbers  of  their 
fin  rays  and  vertebrae.  Indeed,  in  examining  two  trout  from 
different  streams,   even  though  one  may  be  a  tributary 
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of  the  other,  not  only  will  a  marked  difiference  often  be 
found,  but  that  difference  will  hardly  ever  be  found  to 
be  absent.  This  point  is  one  which  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for,  and  we  can  but  speculate  upon  it.  The  mark- 
ings also  vary  greatly.  Some  trout  are  almost  without  the 
red  spots,  others  are  as  distinctly  parr  marked  as  any 
salmon  fry,  while  their  brothers  in  the  same  water  will 
be  destitute  of  such  markings  altogether.  In  fact,  the 
varieties  are  endless,  for  every  stream  has  its  particular 
breed  of  trout,  and  hardly  ever  will  any  two  be  found  to 
agree  in  all  points. 

I  am,  however,  writing  rather  upon  angling  than  natural 
history,  and  therefore  I  recur  at  once  to  the  legitimate 
purpose  of  my  work,  merely  throwing  out  a  hint  which 
may  ofben  find  amusement  for  the  speculative  naturalist^ 
who  may  be  an  angler  also.  But  if  trout  are  various  in 
their  forms  and  shapes,  no  less  various  are  the  means 
employed  to  take  them,  there  being  hardly  any  of  the 
numerous  plans  adopted  for  wiling  fish  from  their  watery 
domains  which  may  not  be  successfully  applied  to  the  cap- 
ture of  trout,  for  the  trout  feeds  equally  at  the  top,  in  the 
middle,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  while  the  baits  and 
lines  employed  to  take  him  are  far  more  numerous  than 
those  used  for  any  other  fish — fly-fishing  with  live  and 
artificial  fly,  spinning  with  every  kind  of  real  and  arti- 
ficial bait,  and  bottom-fishing  in  a  hundred  various  ways, 
being  all  more  or  less  in  vogue  with  the  adepts  in  trout- 
fishing. 

The  salmon-fisher  rejoices  in  the  vigour  and  size  of  his 
quarry,  and  exercises  his  patience  and  skill  in  the  capture 
of  the  noble  twenty  pounder,  which  gives  him  half  an 
hour's  wild  excitement  and  pleasure;  but  his  skill  and 
patience  will  often  be  taxed  to  the  uttermost,  and  vainly, 
many  a  time  and  oft,  in  the  attempt  to  hook  some  wily 
old  four  or  five  pound  brook  trout,  who  may  be  feeding 
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rapidly  and  constantly  under  his  very  flies  which,  tied  on 
almost  imperceptible  gut,  fall  like  gossamer  above  him,  and 
float  fruitlessly  down  ojer  his  head  as  like  the  real  thing 
as  human  cunning  can  contrive.  Nay,  you  shall  even  float 
the  live  fly,  drake,  stone,  or  what-not,  over  him  so  deftly 
that  nothing  in  your  deception  seems  to  you  wanting. 
You  shall  offer  him  worm,  minnow,  and  cad  bait,  or  drop 
the  all  but  irresistible  cockroach  or  cricket  within  his  ken, 
while  you  remain  concealed.  He  may  wave  his  fan-like  tail 
coyly,  and  take  a  nearer  glance  askance  at  your  bait,  but 
proves  a  very  St.  Anthony  to  your  temptation.  He  will  per- 
haps come  to  it  like  a  bulldog,  making  your  heart  jump 
into  your  mouth,  but  hjB  will  even  then  *  pull  up  sharp 
on  the  post,'  as  turfites  say,  and  refuse  it:  and  do 
what  you  will,  999  times  out  of  a  thousand  his  virtue  is 
ancient  Spartan,  and  his  cunning  modern  Spartan;  but 
haply  on  the  thousandth,  in  some  sheltering  flood,  a  fair 
deceiver,  which  proves  to  be  the  '  worst  devil  of  all '  to 
him,  in  the  shape  of  a  fat  worm  or  minnow,  tempts  him — he 
gobbles  it  down,  and  dies  the  death.  Happy  you  if  it  be 
your  worm  or  minnow.  There  is  far  greater  skill,  caution, 
patience,  and  cunning  required  to  delude  such  a  fish  than 
is  thought  of  in  the  landing  of  the  noblest  twenty  pound 
salmon  that  ever  sailed  up  Tweed  or  Tay.  A  good  trout- 
fisher  will  easily  become  an  expert  at  salmon-fishing,  but 
a  very  respectable  practitioner  with  the  salmon  rod  will 
often  have  all  his  schooling  to  do  afresh,  should  he  descend 
to  trout-fishing,  before  he  can  take  rank  as  a  master  of  the 
art. 

As  fly-fishing  is  at  once  the  most  popular  and  most 
sportsmanlike  method  of  fishing  for  trout,  I  will  take  that 
branch  first.  It  is  the  custom  in  many  rivers,  particularly 
in  the  more  southern  counties,  as  in  Devonshire,  for 
example,  to  commence  fly-fishing  for  trout  as  early  as  the 
months  of  February  and  March.     No  doubt  the  trout  being 
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hungry  feed  better  then,  but  they  can  hardly  be  said 
to  be  in  such  condition  as  the  angler  loves  to  see.  In 
Devon,  the  trout  do  not,  to  my  thinking,  get  into  anything 
like  good  fettle  until  they  have  had  a  gorge  upon  that  ex- 
cellent and  valuable  insect  the  March  brown.  In  many 
rivers  the  trout  are  hardly  in  fair  condition  in  May,  and 
often  not  until  June,  when  they  have  fed  upon  the  May 
fly.  After  this  they  are  in  the  primest  order,  and  require 
all  the  angler's  skill  to  take  them,  but  they  will  then  re- 
pay him  for  his  trouble. 

To  commence  at  the  beginning,  I  will  suppose  that  the 
angler  is  a  novice,  and  intends  to  try  his  hand  with  a 
single-handed  rod.  This  should  not  be  less  than  eleven, 
nor  more  than  thirteen,  feet  in  length  ;  between  these  ex- 
tremes the  angler  may  suit  his  requirements  and  strength. 
I  say  strength,  because  the  angler  should  never  over- 
burthen  himself:  an  ounce  or  two  too  much  in  a  rod  is 
apparently  no  great  matter,  but  when  the  same  set  of 
muscles  have  to  lift  that  ounce  some  two  feet  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand  times  in  the  day,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  must  tell  heavily.  The  angler  will,  perhaps,  be 
surprised  to  hear  how  little  difierence  there  is  usually  in 
the  weight  of  single-handed  trout  rods.  Here  are  the 
dimensions  and  weights  of  four,  of  four  different  makers, 
which  I  selected  at  random  from  my  stock  : 

Oould — A  hollow  cane  rod,  with  ash  but,  twelve  feet 
eight  inches  long ;  weight,  thirteen  ounces  twelve  drams. 

Cheek — A  common  hickory  rod,  of  the  usual  make, 
rather  stout  in  the  but,  but  very  handy  and  well  balanced, 
eleven  feet  seven  inches  long ;  weight,  fourteen  ounces  six 
drams. 

Bowness  —  Ordinary  hickory  rod,  rather  light  and 
whippy,  eleven  feet  eight  inches  long;  weight,  thirteen 
ounces  four  drams. 

Aldred — This  is  one  of  the  glued  triangular  spliced  rods; 
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that  is,  the  joints  consist  of  three  long  pieces  of  bamboo 
cane,  carefully  fitted,  glued  up,  and  tied  every  one  and 
a  half  inch.  This  rod,  though  a  beautiful  specimen  of 
workmanship,  is  rather  tiring  to  the  arm,  being  a  little 
top-heavy,*  and  lacking  the  free  spring  of  the  last  two, 
though  it  has  great  power  of  resistance  with  a  heavy  fish. 
Length,  twelve  feet  four  and  a  half  inches ;  weight,  thir- 
teen ounces  eight  drams.  That  the  reader  may  get  an 
accurate  comparative  view  of  these,  I  put  them  together : 


oz. 

drs. 

ft. 

in. 

1  Gould, 

13 

12 

12 

8 

2  Cheek, 

14 

6 

11 

7 

3  Bowness, 

13 

4 

11 

8 

4  Aldred, 

13 

8 

12 

4.1 

So  that,  after  all,  it  reduces  itself  to  a  question  of  drams. 
Well,  if  a  horsehair  can  pull  down  the  strength  of  a  great 
fish,  a  dram  or  two  (no  pun  intended)  may  well  pull  down 
the  strength  of  the  human  arm.  The  great  thing  I 
deduce  from  the  above  is  not  to  have  a  single-handed  rod 
the  least  top-heavy.  The  rod  which  figures  as  the  heaviest 
by  ten  drams  in  the  above  list  is  lighter  to  the  feel  and 
easier  to  fish  with  than  either  of  those  numbered  1  and  4, 
and  yet  it  is  ten  drams  heavier  than  one,  and  fourteen 
drams,  or  nearly  an  ounce,  heavier  than  the  other ;  and 
this  I  hold  to  be  a  significant  fact,  because  the  introduc- 
tion of  greenheart  and  Castle  Connel  rods  has  been  working 
an  entire  revolution  in  this  respect,  and  top-heavy  rods  are 
the  order  of  the  day.  There  is  no  doubt  that  you  can 
¥rith  these  rods  heave  out  more  line,  but  if  the  stream  I 
desired  to  fish  required  long  throws  and  more  power,  I 
would  not  sacrifice  comfort  in  fishing,  but  would  simply 
prefer  a  double-handed  rod  at  once.  These  rods,  which 
are  a  good  deal  used  now^  are  so  small  in  the  but,  and 
so  top-heavy,  that  they  are  to  me  entirely  detestable,  and 
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I  would  not  fish  with  one  of  them  if  it  would  throw  one 
hundred  yards  of  line.  I  like  plenty  of  substance  in 
the  but  to  grasp,  and  then  I  am  sure  that  any  weight  in 
reason  which  may  be  thrown  into  the  upper  joints  will 
be  carried  comfortably. 

To  get  at  a  fair  medium  size  for  a  single-handed  rod,  I 
would  say  that  probably  a  rod  of  twelve  feet,  or  there- 
abouts, will  suit  the  generality  of  anglers  sufficiently  well. 
Then  comes  the  question  of  pliability.  Some  anglers 
prefer  a  very  pliable  rod,  others  a  very  stiff  one ;  some 
a  heavy  rod  and  some  a  light  one.  For  very  light  flies, 
delicate  casting,  and  horsehair  points,  or  casting  lines, 
it  is  better  to  err  on  the  side  of  pliability  than  the 
reverse,  but  when  the  trout  run  above  half  a  pound  in 
weight,  and  the  stream  is  rough  or  otherwise  dangerous, 
it  will  be  as  well  to  eschew  horsehair.  The  novice 
certainly  should  commence  with  gut,  if  he  would  save 
himself  endless  breakages,  losses  of  fish  and  flies,  and 
interminable  vexations.  When  he  is  au  fait  with  that, 
if  he  chooses  he  can  come  to  hair.  A  very  stiflF  rod  is  use- 
ful under  some  circumstances,  but  is  very  apt  to  snap  oflF 
flies,  and,  though  desirable  in  windy  weather,  in  moderate 
weather  it  will  not  cast  so  long  or  light  a  line  as  a  fairly 
pliable  rod.  I  like  a  rod  which  is  neither  too  stiff  nor  too 
whippy,  but  of  moderate  pliability,  so  that  it  will  cast 
comfortably  a  midge  fly  for  a  long  throw  without  danger  of 
flicking  it  off,  or  will  lift  a  pound  trout  over  a  run  of  weeds 
when  you  want  to  get  out  of  difficulties.  It  must  be  re- 
membered here  that  the  play  of  a  rod  is  acted  upon  more  or 
less  by  the  weight  of  the  line,  and  a  stiff  rod  may  be  made 
more  pliable  by  a  heavier  line ;  as  a  rule,  however,  these  two 
important  articles  should  be  carefully  adapted  to  each 
other,  for  no  rod  will  carry  a  line  which  bends  it  too  much 
for  any  length  of  time  without  straining  and  warping  irre- 
trievably.    As  hardly  anybody  makes  his  own  rod  now-a- 
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days^  the  best  direction  I  can  give  is  go  to  a  first-class  rod 
maker,  pay  him  a  good  price,  tell  him  the  sort  of  rod  you 
want,  if  you  are  not  equal  to  choosing  one  for  yom-self, 
and  leave  it  in  his  hands,  and  nineteen  times  in  twenty 
you  will  have  no  reason  to  regret  it.  The  gut  for  the 
casting  line,  lash,  or  point  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  should 
taper  from  the  loop  down  to  the  first  drop  fly,  after  which 
it  should  be  as  fine  as  can  be  obtained.  If  no  drop  flies 
are  x^sed,  it  may  taper  to  within  two  feet  of  the  fly,  whence 
the  gut  should  be  fine.  If  these  directions  are  properly 
attended  to,  they  will  facilitate  straight,  light,  and  even 
throwing.  When  two  flies  are  used,  the  one  at  the  ex- 
treme end  of  the  cast  is  called  the  stretcher ;  the  one 
which  is  fastened  two  feet  or  so  above  it  is  called  the  drop 
or  bole  fly ;  if  three  or  more  be  used,  the  uppermost  fly  is 
called  the  first  dropper,  the  next  the  second,  and  so  on. 
In  putting  flies  on  to  the  casting  line,  always  put  the 
heaviest  fly  on  as  the  stretcher,  as  if  this  practice  be  re- 
versed, the  heaviest  fly  receiving  the  greatest  momentum 
goes  first,  and  is  apt  to  double  over  the  lighter  one,  and 
thus  the  drop  will  fall  over  the  stretcher,  and  a  foul  will 
be  the  consequence ;  or  to  avoid  this  so  much  force  will 
need  to  be  used  that  the  flies  will  alight  in  anything  but 
gossamer  fashion.  It  is  almost  unnecessaiy  to  say  what 
will  be  the  result  of  either  of  these  contingencies  if  you 
happen  to  be  casting  over  a  good  fish.  Probably  you  will 
see  a  wave  on  the  water  as  he  dashes  away  to  his  lair,  but 
that  is  all.  You  will  have  spoilt  him  for  hours,  and  the 
fish  that  would  have  come  up  and  sucked  in  your  fly  with 
the  most  confident  greediness  and  innocence  will  remember 
the  bungle  that  scared  him  perhaps  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
I  cannot  too  much  impress  upon  the  young  angler  the 
necessity  for  neat  and  light  casting  in  trout-fishing.  Old 
anglers  sometimes  raay  take  liberties  in  this  respect,  and 
lose  nothing  by  it,  but  then  they  know  when  to  take  them 
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and  how,  which  the  novice  does  not.  The  casting  line 
should  vary  slightly  in  length  with  the  water  and  weather. 
In  June  weather,  and  shallow  clear  water,  not  less  than 
three  yards  should  be  used,  three  and  a  half  is  even  better, 
and  four  if  the  angler  can  throw  it  neatly  and  well,  which 
few  can,  for  the  longer  the  casting  line,  the  more  difficult 
it  is  to  throw  and  place  neatly.  In  rough,  windy  weather, 
or  in  heavy  thick  water,  a  shorter  line  may  suffice.  In 
windy  weather  particularly,  a  long  casting  line  becomes 
troublesome. 

In  fixing  drop  flies  on  a  casting  line,  loops  are  so  clumsy 
as  to  be  objectionable.  I  have  tried  all  sorts  of  plans, 
and  I  find  the  following  decidedly  the  best.  At  the  knots 
in  the  cast  line,  about  which  I  wish  to  tie  my  droppers,  in 
cutting  off  the  ends  of  the  gut  after  tying  the  knot,  I 
leave  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  or  less  of  the  upper  end 
uncut.  This  I  secure  to  the  line  by  a  fine  silk  lashing,  well 
varnished.  On  this  I  tie  my  dropper.  It  serves  two  pur- 
poses— stops  the  knot  and  saves  chafing,  and  strengthens 
the  line  at  the  very  point  where  it  is  weakest  when  a  fish 
takes  the  dropper.  I  then  cut  the  gut  of  my  drop  fly  to 
about  five  inches  long,  well  wet  the  end,  and  tie  a  single 
knot  in  the  extreme  end.  I  then  take  a  single  tie  (the 
gut  being  still  moist),  the  knot  being  upwards  or  away 
from  the  knot  on  the  cast  line,  and  draw  the  two  tight 
over  the  dressed  space  above  the  knot,  and  it  will  never 
slip,  at  least  I  have  never  found  it  do  so.  This  knot  la 
shown  in  Plate  III.  fig.  1.  If  you  cannot  open  the  knot 
with  a  pin  point  when  you  wish  to  take  the  dropper  off, 
just  slip  the  knot  off  with  a  penknife,  and  a  pull  will 
release  the  fly,  while  the  loss  of  gut  will  not  be  a  quarter 
of  an  inch.  Several  knots  may  thus  be  tied,  and  before 
you  get  the  gut  too  short  for  use,  the  fly  will  probably 
be  worn  out.  If  you  want  to  be  very  secure,  hold 
the  knot  against  the  knot  in  the  cast  line,  the  fly  point<- 


THE   RUNNING   LINE.  127 

ing  upwards  and  from  it,  and  tie  a  single  tie,  and  then 
another,  between  the  tie  and  the  end  knot,  and  it  is  all  but 
impossible  to  have  any  slip ;  but  in  this  instance  you  will 
most  likely  find  it  necessary  to  cut  the  whole  of  the  tie  oflF, 
and  will  lose  more  than  half  an  inch  of  gut.  Where  the 
droppers  are  not  required  to  be  removed,  I  have  seen  the 
flies  dressed  upon  long  strands  of  gut,  and  the  gut  tied 
into  the  lash  line  as  a  part  of  it  some  four  inches  above  the 
fly,  but  I  do  not  like  the  plan.  Some  persons,  again,  adopt 
the  plan  of  forming  a  slip  loop  in  the  casting  line,  by  tying 
each  end  of  a  strand  round  the  gut  of  the  other  strand, 
slipping  the  knotted  end  of  the  dropper  between,  and  then 
drawing  the  knots  home  tightly,  as  shown  in  Plate  III. 
fig.  2  ;  but  this  is  troublesome  to  open,  it  frays  the  gut  at 
a  critical  point,  and  is  not  to  my  mind  the  most  secure 
way  of  putting  on  a  dropper. 

The  running  or  reel  line  should  be  of  hair  and  silk 
mixed.  Some  anglers  prefer  plaited  dressed  silk,  but  I  do 
not  like  such  lines  for  single-handed  rods,  they  want  light- 
ness and  elasticity.  Some,  again,  say  that  they  should  be 
all  hair,  but  this  is  as  bad  as  the  other.  A  hair  line  is 
apt  to  kink  and  hang  in  the  rings.  Some  aver  that  the 
silk  and  hair  do  not  mix  well,  that  one  gives  while  the 
other  does  not,  and  so  forth.  I  have  occasionally  in 
plaited  lines  found,  after  a  heavy  strain  caused  by  the 
hanging  up  of  a  fly  in  some  distant  obstruction,  and  the 
strong  pull  required  to  loosen  it,  that  strands  of  hair  have 
broken  into  minute  particles.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  hair  used  at  first  in  such  cases  was  not  of  the  best 
quality.  I  think  there  is  greater  ease  and  comfort  in  fishing 
with  a  plaited,  tapered,  mixed  line,  well  made  and  of  good 
material,  than  with  either  of  the  others.  The  line  should 
be  bought  to  suit  the  rod ;  and  here  is  a  point  anglers 
almost  always  lose  sight  of,  though  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance.     Thirty  or  forty  yards  of  trout  line,  that  is  what 
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they  require.  It  may  be  tolerably  fine,  or  very  fine,  or 
perhaps  moderately  stout.  Now,  it  may  chance  that  the 
rod  will  not  throw  a  very  fine  line,  being  somewhat  stiff, 
and  then  ensues  no  end  of  poppings  and  crackings,  as 
if  the  rod  were  a  cart  whip  and  the  trout  a  team  of 
Suffolk  punches ;  and  flies  go  to  grass,  or  supposing  they 
do  not  quite  go  so  far,  the  gut  at  the  head  of  the  fly  gets 
so  broken  and  damaged  that  the  first  good  fish  which 
comes  at  it  takes  it  away.  Perhaps  to  avoid  the  incessant 
popping,  the  angler  gives  a  little  more  time  behind,  when 
he  makes  constant  and  exasperating  acquaintance  with 
thistles,  or  a  longer  blade  of  grass  than  ordinary,  with  a  nice 
knobby  unbreakable  head  to  it,  up  to  which  the  fly  slides 
and  jambs  as  neatly  as  if  it  were  made  for  it ;  and,  mayhap, 
in  one  of  these  drawbacks,  smash  goes  the  top  of  his  rod 
just  above  the  brazing,  and  this  will  be  well  home  in  the 
ferrule,  of  course,  as  it  always  is  when  you  would  just  as 
soon  that  it  was  not ;  and  then  you  find  that  there  is 
perhaps  little  or  nothing  to  cat<3h  hold  of  to  pull  out  the 
fragment  by.  You  damage  a  favourite  grinder  or  so  in 
trying  to  twist  it  out  with  your  teeth,  and  finally  the  aid  of 
science,  a  penknife  and  picker,  are  invoked  to  worm  out 
the  stoppage,  and  you  are  lucky  indeed  if  the  best  half  of 
the  day  is  not  lost  in  this  interesting  occupation,  the  trout 
meanwhile  rising  right  under  your  nose,  as  if  they  knew  all 
about  it,  and  were  determined  to  make  the  best  of  their 
time.  And  when  at  last  the  spare  top  or  the  old  one,  by 
the  assistance  of  a  bit  of  wet  paper  and  some  lashing,  is 
once  more  set  up,  the  rise  is  over,  and  not  a  trout  is  to  he 
seen.  This  is  the  pleasantest  aspect,  but  at  the  worst 
(and  this  is  something  awful  to  contemplate)  the  refrac- 
tory brazing  resists  all  efforts  to  release  it,  and  the  angler 
has  to  put  his  rod  over  his  ehoulder  and  stalk  gloomily 
home  from  two  or  three  to  ten  or  a  dozen  mortal  miles, 
and  all  because  he  has  neglected  to  suit  his  line  to  his  rod. 
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Now,  this  is  no  fancy,  and  these  are  no  imaginary  cases.  I 
have  known  them  happen  half  a  dozen  times  and  more ;  on 
the  other  hand,  perhaps,  the  rod  being  rather  limber,  will 
not  support  a  heavy  line,  and  the  angler  goes  on  walloping 
the  water,  coming  down  on  the  surface  with  a  thrash  and  a 
splash  sufficient  to  frighten  away  every  fish  within  fifty 
yards,  all  the  while  straining  and  warping  his  top  all  to 
pieces,  as  it  keeps  bending  and  groaning  under  the  inflic- 
tion, and  perhaps  actually  in  the  end  does  smash  from 
pure  weariness,  and  then,  *  Oh,  the  wood  is  rotten  1 '  and 
*  Confound  that  rogue  of  a  rod  maker ! '  and  the  poor  tackle 
maker  gets  a  bad  name  through  the  fisherman's  ignorance 
and  carelessness.  And  I  have  seen  this  happen  too,  over 
and  over  again.  A  too  heavy  line  in  a  month  will  wear  a 
rod  out  more  than  years  of  fair  angling.  If  in  throwing 
the  line  when  it  goes  back,  and  is  about  to  be  urged  for- 
wards, it  feels  in  the  least  degree  heavy,  it  is  too  heavy  /or 
the  rod.  If  none  of  the  above  contingencies  occur  in  thei/r 
worst  phases,  then  a  still  worse  one  happens  in  another, 
viz.,  to  avoid  the  consequences  here  set  down,  the  angler 
has  to  employ  some  particular  knack  or  method  of  getting 
his  line  out  which  inevitably  gets  him  into  a  bad  style  and 
false  form  of  fishing,  out  of  which  he  will  never  after  get 
as  long  as  he  lives.  I  cannot  here  give  any  exact  direc- 
tions whereby  such  errors  in  choice  may  be  avoided,  but  if 
the  angler  will  request  his  tackle  maker  to  choose  him  a 
line  suitable  to  his  rod,  he  will  seldom  go  far  wrong.  If 
this  does  not  suit  him,  and  it  be  too  much  trouble,  and  he 
is  unable  to  choose  well  for  himself,  then  he  must  chance 
the  consequences. 

The  running  line,  like  the  casting  line,  should  be  care- 
fully tapered  and  should  end  in  a  neat  loop.  If  a  knot  be 
used  and  a  tie  be  resorted  to  to  fix  the  casting  line  to  it, 
this  knot  will  often,  when  taking  apart,  to  save  time  be 
broken  off,  and  the  line  little  by  little  is  reduced  in  length 
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until  much  of  the  fine  tapering  is  lost  to  it,  and  the  thick- 
ness of  the  running  line  and  the  fineness  of  the  cast  make 
a  very  unequal  junction^  so  that  the  running  line  goes 
before  the  casting  line,  and  it  requires  a  sharp  switch  or 
cut  to  get  the  casting  line  fairly  forward.  This  makes  the 
fly  fall  heavily  and  overworks  the  rod-top. 

A  plain  click  winch  is  the  best.     For  trout  it  should  be 
not  too  heavy  in  the  click  or  the  line  will  not  pay  out  as 
fast  as  it  is  required  should  a  good  fish  make  a  run ;  neither 
should  it  be  so  light  as  to  overrun  or  leave  loose  line  on 
the  barreL     It  should  be  capable  of  taking  thirty  or  forty 
yards  of  line  of  medium  size  easily ;  should  be  broad  in 
the  plate  and  not  too  wide  between  the  plates.     Avoid  all 
multiplying  abominations  as  you  would  swearing,  for  the 
one  will  be  sure  to  produce  the  other  by  getting  out  of 
order  at  the  most  critical  moment     Having  chosen  rod, 
line,  and  casting  line,  the  next  thing  to  settle  upon  will  be 
flies.    In  his  choice  of  these,  the  angler  must  be  guided  by 
the  time  of  year  and  the  character  of  the  water.    I  have  ap- 
pended a  list  of  flies  selected  from  the  best  authors  and 
my  own  experience*     This  list  is  a  long  one,  and,  for  all 
general  purposes,  perhaps  nearly  half  of  the  flies  therein 
mentioned  are  unnecessary;  many  of  them  are  tried  fa- 
vourites upon  some  waters  and  cannot  safely  be  discarded. 
Those  without  any  star  affixed  to  them  are  such  as  I 
myself  have  found  to  be  good  general  killers,  and,  with 
a  fair  selection  of  them,  with  a  slight  variety  as  to  size 
and  colour  for  various  waters,  the  angler  need  never  fear  to 
attack  any  river  in  the  kingdom,  and  sure  I  am  that  if  he 
cannot  find  a  killer  among  them  his  hopes  of  sport  are  veiy 
small. 

Before  proceeding  to  fish,  the  angler  had  better  pick  out 
a  selection  of  those  flies  which  he  is  most  likely  to  want, 
and  arrange  them  in  the  handiest  places  in  his  book.  One 
never  can  tell  exactly  what  one  may  require,  but  there  are 
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always  several  flies  which  are  probable,  and  a  few  of  these 
will  be  more  than  likely,  and  from  them  he  will  select  his 
first  casf.  He  should  then  always  set  up  a  spare  cast  of 
flies,  so  that  if  he  meets  with  an  accident  or  requires  to 
change  he  can  do  so  at  once  with  little  or  no  delay,  as 
when  the  fish  are  rising  well,  delays  of  any  kind  are  in- 
tolerable, and  to  have  at  such  times  to  be  hunting  your 
book  through  for  a  fly  or  two  which  should  be  ready  to 
hand,  is  sure  to  be  productive  of  three  great  and  allitera- 
tive losses — ^loss  of  time,  loss  of  tackle,  and  loss  of  temper. 
He  must  of  course  judge  for  himself  whether  in  setting 
up  his  spare  cast  it  is  desirable  merely  to  repeat  the  one 
he  has  on  or  to  vary  it.  I  find  it  most  convenient  to  wind 
my  cast  round  my  hat,  as  it  makes  a  larger  coil  and  does 
not  require  soaking  to  take  the  turns  out,  and  I  find  €he 
fly  hat-band,  which  I  invented  some  years  since  and  gave 
to  Mr.  Farlow,  of  great  service,  as  spare  and  stray  flies 
can  be  looped  on  and  safely  stuck  into  it  without  damage 
to  gut  or  hook-point,  and  when  it  is  not  wanted  the  band 
can  be  taken  off  and  put  loosely  away. 

Having  selected  his  flies  and  affixed  them  to  his  casting 
line,  we  will  suppose  the  angler  at  the  river  side :  approach- 
ing the  bank  with  caution,  let  him  choose  the  most  likely 
spot  to  commence  operations.  Before  commencing,  how- 
ever, he  should  be  sure  to  see  that  his  casting  line  is 
thoroughly  straight  and  even  with  no  bends  or  turns  in  it, 
as  these  will  cause  an  unnatural  glitter  on  the  line,  and 
displacement  of  the  water.  Now,  there  are  two  ways  of 
fly->fishing,  viz.  with  the  dry  fly  and  with  the  wet  fly. 
Some  flshermen  always  use  one  plan,  others  almost  as  per- 
tinaciously use  the  other.  To  use  either  of  them  invari- 
ably is  wrong.  Sometimes  the  one  will  be  found  to  kill 
best  and  sometimes  the  other.  In  fine  waters,  particularly 
in  the  southern  counties,  where  fly-flshing  for  trout  is  cer- 
tainly more  of  a  systematic  art  than  it  is  in  the  north, 
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the  dry  fly  is  greatly  used,  and  with  very  deadly  effect  at 
times.  In  very  calm,  bright  and  still  weather,  when  a  wet 
fly  will  often  be  useless,  the  dry  fly  will  be  taken  most  con- 
fidingly. In  rough  windy  weather  the  wet  fly  is  preferable, 
but  I  shall  return  to  this  subject  presently.  At  present,  as 
the  angler  is  supposed  to  be  a  novice,  he  will  hardly  com- 
mence with  the  dry  fly  as  it  is  rather  more  difficult  to  fish 
with  than  the  wet.  We  will  suppose  that  he  has  soaked  his 
gut  by  allowing  it  to  remain  some  minutes  in  the  water. 
Old  or  used  gut  will  soak  much  quicker  than  new — ^indeed, 
the  angler  will  often  find  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  getting 
new  gut  properly  soaked.  In  this  case,  having  wet  it,  he 
should  draw  it  through  his  fingers,  but  not  too  roughly 
lest  he  fray  the  gut,  then  wet  it  again,  and  repeat  the 
drawing  and  wetting  until  it  becomes  pliable. 

Standing  with  his  face  rather  up  stream,  he  must  let 
off  about  as  much  or  a  little  more  line  than  his  rod's 
length,  and  poising  the  rod  in  his  right  hand  in  almost  an 
upright  position  with  a  slight  forward  slant,  and  holding 
the  stretcher-fly  between  his  left  finger  and  thumb  a  little 
wide  of  his  body  so  as  to  clear  it,  wave  the  rod  gently 
back  over  his  right  shoulder,  releasing  the  fly  as  he  does 
so ;  when  he  has  reason  to  suppose  that  the  fly  line  is 
fairly  extended  behind  him,  he  must  bring  it  forward 
again  with  a  slight  outward  sweep  so  that  the  fly  may  not 
double  too  sharply  back  or  crack.  If  he  does  not  give 
sufficient  time  for  the  line  to  extend  itself,  and  if  he  mSjkes 
the  return  too  directly,  he  will  probably  hear  a  slight  pop 
behind ;  if  he  does  so  a  trifle  more  quickly  and  directly,  the 
pop  will  become  a  crack,  and  then  he  will  know  that  his 
fly  is  reposing  peacefully  in  the  long  grass  behind  him, 
while  his  line,  guiltless  of  a  lure,  is  extended  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water.  Some  people  who  make  the  return 
very  directly  always  pop  their  flies.  The  sound  is  a  most 
unpleasant  one  to  a  neat  fisherman,  as  at  every  pop  the 


MOTIONS  OP  THE  KOD.  133 

gut  at  the  head  of  the  fly  is  more  or  less  cracked  and 
broken^  until  at  last  the  fly  hangs  by  a  sort  of  pulp,  the 
hard  surface  of  the  gut  being  altogether  destroyed.  The 
angler  may  make  the  curve  or  sweep  I  have  spoken  of 
either  on  the  inside  or  outside.  The  outside  is  the  easiest 
to  the  novice,  and  the  throw  will  be  the  more  neatly  made. 
To  the  experienced  hand,  the  one  is  as  easy  as  the  other* 
By  the  outside  sweep,  I  mean  that  the  rod  is  waved  back- 
wards, say,  six  inches  or  so  from  the  ear,  and  is  then 
brought  forward  some  six  inches  farther  from  it ;  in  the 
inside  sweep  this  is  of  course  reversed,  the  line  being  cast 
back  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  from  the  ear  and  re- 
turned forward  at  about  six  or  eight  inches.  In  Plate  VI. 
fig.  4,  the  diagram  shows  the  direction  the  rod-point  is 
supposed  to  travel  over,  as  regards  the  head  of  the  angler, 
which  may  be  seen  beside  it.  Now,  in  bringing  the  fly 
forward,  the  angler  should  fix  his  eye  upon  the  spot  he 
desires  to  cast  towards,  and  endeavour  to  make  the  hand 
second  the  eye  by  urging  the  point  of  the  rod  towards  it ; 
there  should  be  no  jerking ;  the  forward  motion  should 
be  a  little  swifter  than  the  backward  one.  When  the 
point  of  the  rod  has  reached  an  angle  of  about  45%  the 
motion  should  be  checked  or  eased,  so  as  to  gradually 
check  the  line  and  let  it  fall  lightly  on  the  water.  If 
this  be  not  done,  or  a  sort  of  forward  cut  be  made,  as 
though  the  angler  were  chopping  at  the  opposite  bank 
with  his  rod,  the  line  is  cast  clean  and  hard  down  into 
the  water  and  the  flies  make  a  splash.  This  may  be  re- 
quisite in  very  windy  weather,  particularly  if  the  wind  be 
adverse,  but  in  such  circumstances  light  throwing  is  of 
less  consequence,  as  the  water  will  probably  be  rough,  and 
the  only  object  is  to  get  the  line  out  at  all.  If  the  angler 
follows  these  directions  properly,  his  line  will  fall  neatly 
and  well  in  the  water.  He  should  let  it  rest  a  second  or 
so,  then  commence  raising  the  point  of  his  rod  gradually 
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until  it  almost  reaches  the  position  he  started  from, 
when  he  must,  with  aswift  drag,  raise  the  line  sharply  and 
neatly  from  the  water,  fetching  the  line  back  over  his 
shoulder,  and  repeat  his  cast  as  already  shown. 

When  by  practice  he  can  manage  this  throw  neatly  and 
well,  he  may  let  out  a  little  more  line,  and  so  go  on  increas- 
ing the  length  of  his  throws  until  he  gets  about  twice  the 
length  of  his  rod  out.  For  a  first  lesson  he  will  find  this 
sufficient ;  with  this  he  had  better  practise  until  he  can 
throw  lightly  and  well  towards  his  mark.  Subsequent  prac- 
tice will  no  doubt  enable  him  to  cast  three  times  the  length 
of  the  rod,  and  every  yard  which  he  becomes  able  to  cast 
over  that  is  good  work,  but  he  should  remember  that  long 
casting  is  one  thing,  but  to  fish  a  long  cast  properly  is 
quite  another.  Many  anglers  may  throw  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen or  even  more  yards  of  line  who  cannot  fish  it.  It  is 
only  the  thoroughly  experienced  fly  fisher  who  can  fish 
these  long  casts  properly.  A  green  hand  may  by  dint  of 
raising  his  hand  to  the  level  of  the  crown  of  his  hat  and 
slashing  away  at  the  imminent  risk  of  tackle  and  everything 
else,  be  able  to  get  it  out  somehow.  But  what  a  spectacle 
he  becomes  when,  failing  to  get  such  a  length  of  line  off 
the  water  properly,  he  finds  one  of  the  flies  in  his  whiskers 
and  the  other  perhaps  fa^t  in  his  creel  or  an  adjacent  bush. 
Let  the  young  angler  be  conteni  with  doing  what  he  does 
do  well;  increasing  his  range  of  practice  by  little  and 
slow  degrees^  and  making  sure  fishing  of  every  eostra  foot 
he  gains,  I  consider  from  eighteen  to  twenty  yards  a 
very  long  throw  with  a  single-handed  rod,  and  there  is 
not  an  angler  in  a  thousand  that  can  throw  it ;  while,  of 
those  who  can  throw  it  (properly),  not  one  in  a  hundred 
can  fish  it.  I  may  add,  that  I  measure  the  length  of  a 
cast  from  the  reel.  In  long  throws,  the  difficulty  lies  in 
getting  the  line  quickly  and  neatly  off  the  water,  and  for 
this  purpose,  of  course,  the  draw  should  be  made  much 
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sooner  than  in  short  throws.  All  casts  with  the  single- 
handed  rod  should  be  made  with  the  fore-^rm.  The  upper 
arm  should  never  come  into  play;  the  elbow  should  be 
kept  not  quite  close  to  the  side  but  near  it,  and  always 
down ;  and,  in  casting,  the  top  joint  should  be  allowed 
to  do  its  full  work.  If  this  be  judiciously  attended  to, 
the  angler  will  find  that  even  for  long  throws  very  little 
more  force  than  usual  is  required ;  indeed,  the  leas  force 
used  the  better.  The  great  proportion  of  anglers  use  double 
the  force  that  would  be  needed  to  cast  a  much  longer  and 
lighter  line  than  they  do  cast 

I  will  now  suppose  the  angler  to  have  acquired  the  art 
of  casting  tolerably  welL  Having  cast  his  line  out  into 
the  stream,  so  as  to  have  it  all  clear  and  straight,  he  should 
make  his  first  cast  up  stream,  parallel  and  as  close  as  he 
conveniently  can  to  the  bank  on  his  own  side  of  the  stream, 
as  here  the  best  fish  are  lying  in  wait.  The  line  will  come 
floating  down  towards  him  with  the  stream,  and  he  should 
never  draw  it  faster  than  the  stream,  or  it  will  travel  faster 
than  the  natural  flies  which  are  coming  down  with  it,  and 
this  will  beget  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  besides 
making  an  unnecessary  disturbance  in  the  water.  AH 
that  he  has  to  do  is  to  keep  steadily  raising  his  rod  so  as 
to  keep  the  fly  near  the  top  of  the  water,  and  to  have  as 
little  slack  line  in  the  water  as  possible.  Some  people 
work  their  flies ;  but  unless  the  fly  be  sunk  rather  deeply 
in  the  water  (when  it  is  mistaken  rather  for  some  quick 
darting  water  larva  than  a  fly),  this  is  bad  and  often  de- 
structive of  sport.  Watch  the  flies  upon  the  water  how 
they  come  floating  down.  They  do  not  dart  and  spring 
and  shoot  about — that  is,  the  great  majority  of  them  do  not. 
There  are  one  or  two,  as  the  stone  fly  and  certain  spider 
flies,  that  do  so.  If  fishing  with  these,  motion  may  be  given 
to  them,  but  with  three-fourths  of  the  flies  it  is  worse 
than  unnecessary.    Let  the  fly  come  properly  home  and 
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then  make  another  cast  about  a  yard  farther  from  the  bank, 
and  so  go  on  covering  fresh  water  at  every  throw,  until 
you  have  fished  the  entire  water,  each  throw  representing 
a  radius  to  the  quarter  of  a  circle,  when  you  can  take  a 
step  or  two  farther  up  the  stream  and  repeat  the  process. 

Now,  this  is  the  way  to  fi.sh  a  stream  thoroughly  when 
you  are,  as  it  were,  searching  for  fish  and  do  not  know  the 
stream  or  where  they  may  come  up,  but  if  the  fish  are 
rising  fairly  it  is  a  needless  waste  of  time.  Cast,  then,  over 
the  rising  fish,  and  fish  over  the  likely  spots,  and  don't  dwell 
upon  barren  water.  In  casting  over  a  rising  fish  be  care- 
ful not  to  put  the  line  across  Aim,  as  the  sight  of  the  whole 
of  the  casting  line  coming  down  immediately  over  his  head 
will  not  increase  his  confidence.  Throw  beside  and  above 
him  and  allow  him  to  see  as  much  as  he  likes  of  the  fly 
and  as  little  as  possible  of  the  line.  In  Plate  VI.  the  fig.  2 
is  the  right  way  and  fig.  3  the  wrong.  If  a  fish  rises,  a 
slight  upward  or  downward  turn  of  the  wrist  will  be  suflB- 
cient  to  fix  the  hook,  and  here,  as  in  spinning,  the  down- 
ward strike  is  preferable,  but  beware  of  striking  too  hard, 
the  lightest  twitch  is  not  only  sufficient  but  far  the  best. 
As  to  giving  any  direct  rules  when  to  strike,  they  would 
be  of  little  avail,  as  sometimes  fish  rise  quickly  and  take 
quickly ;  sometimes  with  more  circumspection,  and  some- 
times altogether  falsely — practice  alone  will  teach  the 
angler  what  to  do,  and  how  and  when  to  do  it. 

And  now  a  word  or  two  about  the  much  discussed 
point  as  to  fishing  up  stream  or  down,  though  what  there 
is  to  discuss  in  it,  or  how  any  difference  of  opinion  can 
exist,  I  cannot  understand.  The  angler  should  never  fish 
down  stream  if  he  can  by  any  possibility  fish  up.  The 
fish  lie  with  their  heads  up  stream.  They  see  the  flies 
coming  down  towards  them  and  they  rise  to  meet  them. 
The  angler  is  far  behind  them  and  of  course  they  are 
not   so  likely  to  see  him.     If  a  fish  takes  the  fly  fairly 
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then  the  angler  will,  if  he  strikes  properly,  hardly  ever 
miss  his  &h,  because  he  pulls  the  fly  towards,  and  as  it 
were  into,  the  fish's  mouth,  whereas  in  fishing  down  he 
will  perpetually  pull  it  out  of  his  mouth ;  added  to  this, 
in  fishing  down  every  fish  for  twenty  yards  can  see  him 
coming,  and  the  best  will  cease  rising  and  take  shelter 
under  some  weed.  Again,  if  he  hooks  a  good  fish  tLat 
requires  play  he  must  take  it  down  over  unfished  ground 
disturbing  every  fish  for  some  distance,  or  create  much 
disturbance  of  the  water  and  risk  breaking  the  hold  or  the 
tackle.  If  the  wind  or  the  rapidity  of  the  stream  prevent 
the  angler  from  casting  directly  up  stream,  he  should  cast 
across  and  as  well  up  as  he  can,  and  still  let  the  fly  float 
down  until  it  becomes  a  tight  line  extended  straight  below 
him  down  stream.  But  even  then  he  should  work  up 
stream  if  possible.  But  to  cast  down  stream  and  work  the 
fly  up  against  it  is  not  j^Zy-fishing.  I  do  not,  however,  deuy 
that  plenty  of  fish  may  be  killed  so,  but  the  number  and 
size  will  be  heavily  in  favour  of  up  or  cross  stream  fishing. 
If  the  angler  must  fish  down  stream  he  should  still  cast 
across  and  let  the  fly  drift  down,  and  if  he  must  cast  straight 
down  let  him  cast  rather  short,  keeping  the  rod  pretty 
upright  when  the  line  is  delivered,  and  as  soon  as  the  fly 
alights  on  the  water,  he  can  by  dropping  the  point  as  low 
as  is  convenient,  still  allow  his  fly  to  drop  down  stream. 
If,  however,  he  will  cast  down  and  draw  up  he  will  find  it 
pay  better,  if  having  made  his  cast,  he  lets  the  fly'sink  some 
inches  under  water,  even  to  mid-water  if  he  pleases,  and 
then  works  it  by  gently  rising  and  falling  the  top  of  the  rod. 
It  will  then  be  taken  for  a  larva,  spider,  or  some  other 
water  insect,  and  he  will  thus  improve  his  chance  of  sport. 
Indeed,  I  have  known  very  good  fishermen  fish  so  and  take 
very  good  fish. 

Here    is   another  wrinkle.    To   fish  a   stream    to   the 
best  advantage  in  this  way  the  angler  should   pick  out 
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a  tolerably  rapid  one,  get  above  it  and  cast  into  the  head 
of  it,  sinking  and  working  his  fly,  and  as  he  does  so  he 
should  gradually  foot  by  foot  let  out  line,  and  in  this 
way,  without  moving,  he  may  fish  down  a  run  thirty  or 
forty  yards  in  length,  and  probably  some  very  good  fish 
will  reward  his  eflForts,  but  he  will  have  to  work  them  up 
against  the  stream  and  not  let  them  go  down,  and  he  must 
strike  at  the  slightest  touch,  for  he  will  not  see  his  rises. 
In  fishing  down,  as  the  line  is  always  tight,  the  angler 
must  be  very  careful  not  to  strike  too  hard.  The  lightest 
touch  is  enough,  and  a  sharp  stroke  will  part  the  tackle  to 
a  certainty,  particularly  if  the  gv;t  he  dry  and  has  been 
used  much  before. 

At  rdght,  however,  the  angler  should  always  fish  down, 
or  rather  across  and  down,  or  he  will  miss  three-fourths  of 
his  rises  owing  to  the  slack  line  not  giving  him  sufficiently 
quick  intimation  of  the  rise.  Added  to  this,  unless  he 
makes  too  much  disturbance,  the  fish  will  let  him  come 
within  two  or  three  yards  of  them,  and  the  fish  being  usually 
on  the  watch  for  any  insect  that  rnoveSf  no  matter  how  or 
what,  will  take  his  fly  boldly.  But  I  shall  recur  to  night- 
fishing  hereafter.  The  question  of  fishing  up  or  down, 
therefore,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  divided  question,  but 
the  angler  should  always  give  the  preference  to  fishing  up. 
But  in  whatever  style  he  fishes,  as  his  art  is  one  of  clever 
deception,  he  should  attend  to  and  imitate  nature  as  closely 
as  possible. 

In  very  windy  weather,  or  in  difficult  places,  midst 
trees  and  bushes,  the  angler  will  often  have  to  em- 
ploy other  ways  of  casting.  When  the  wind  is  blowing 
heavily  down  stream  or  he  has  trees  at  his  back,  he  will 
have  to  switch  his  line.*     Saising  the  point  of  the  rod 

*  This  plan  is  more  often  adopted  in  salmon-fishing  with  the  double- 
handed  rod  than  in  trouting,  though  in  the  latter  it  may  at  times  be  used 
with  advantage. 


*  fc""^   fc>  ■ 
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Ugh  in  the  air^  so  as  to  lift  as  much  of  his  line  as  possible 
clear  of  the  water  without  lifting  the  fly  altogether  oflf  the 
surface^  he  must  make  a  sharp  forward  and  downward  cut, 
and  the  fly  without  going  behind  him  at  all  will  rise  from 
the  water  and  describe  a  large  arc  of  a  circle  in  the  air 
towards  the  point  he  wishes.  A  wind  at  the  back  will 
much  facilitate  the  making  of  this  cast  effectually.  Occa- 
sionally he  will  meet  with  a  piece  of  water  where  the  trees 
are  not  only  close  at  his  back  but  where  their  branches 
stretch  out  over  the  water,  often  just  above  his  head.  This 
is  usually  tabooed  ground,  as  not  one  fisher  in  a  thousand 
can  cast  a  fly  in  it.  Here,  however,  *  recubans  sub  tegmine,' 
the  largest  trout  lie,  and  therefore  it  is  as  well  that  the  angler 
should  take  some  trouble  to  learn  how  to  fish  such  a  spot. 
Now,  suppose  the  branches  to  be  some  five  feet  only  above 
the  surface  of  the  stream,  and  the  banks  well  bushed. 
The  angler  miist  stoop  down  on  one  knee,  extend  the  rod 
over  the  water,  parallel  to  it,  some  eighteen  inches  above 
it — ^probably  he  will  find  it  easier  to  fish  it  down  stream 
if  at  all  rapid — and  letting  line  out  about  half  as  long  again 
as  the  rod,  with  the  jmgers  of  the  hand  which  grasps  the 
rod  turned  dowwwarda  towards  the  water^s  surface^  the 
back  of  the  hand  being  upwards — he  must  be  particular 
about  this  as  the  whole  virtue  of  the  cast  lies  in  the  pecu- 
liar position  and  the  reversal  of  the  hand — he  must  twitch 
the  line  sharply  off  the  water  and  directly  up  the  stream, 
being  cajeful  not  to  bring  the  point  of  the  rod  too  far 
round  or  the  fly  will  catch  the  bushes  on  the  bank  on  his 
own  side,  nor  higher  than  suflices  to  fetch  the  line  off  the 
water  or  he  will  take  hold  of  the  branches  above  it.  When 
the  line  is  fairly  extended  up  stream  he  may  make  his  cast 
by  bringing  his  hand  back  again  over  the  same  distance  it 
has  just  travelled,  but  as  he  does  so  he  must  reverse  the 
position  of  the  fingers  of  his  hand,  these  being  brought 
upwards   while  the  back  of  the  hand  is  brought  under 
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towards  the  water.  The  whole  secret  of  the  cast  lies  in  this 
turning  over  of  the  hand.  If  this  be  done  properly,  the 
angler  can  fish  such  spots  safely,  and  can  pitch  his  fly 
fairly  and  lightly  across  the  stream,  while  in  no  other 
way  that  he  can  devise  will  he  be  able  to  do  more  than  to 
cast  it  directly  down  the  stream,  or  if  it  ever  chances  to 
go  across,  it  will  go  with  such  a  splash  as  will  render  the 
cast  worse  than  useless,  while  he  will  be  perpetually  foul- 
ing in  the  branches  above  or  catching  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  behind  or  up  stream.  This  cast  is  difficult  to  learn 
and  requires  much  practice,  but  when  once  mastered  the 
angler  will  find  it  of  the  greatest  advantage,  and  he  will  be 
able  to  drop  his  fliy  just  where  he  chooses.  For  this  cast- 
ing a  stiff  rod  is  decidedly  requisite,  or  the  angler  will  not 
be  able  to  get  his  line  quickly  and  cleanly  enough  off  the 
surface  when  about  to  make  his  cast,  for  he  does  not  raise 
it  directly  off  the  water,  as  in  ordinary  casting,  but  rather 
pulls  it  through  it,  and  if  the  rod  gave  too  much  it  would 
be  brought  so  far  round  before  the  line  was  got  off  the 
water  that  the  fly  would  catch  in  the  bank. 

I  have  now  told  the  young  fly-fisher  how  to  suit  himself 
with  rod  and  tackle  and  how  to  fish  a  stream,  and  I  will  add 
a  few  general  directions  which  have  been  gathered  by  long 
experience,  watchfulness,  and  by  thinking  nothing  which 
occurs  on  the  water,  or  in  connection  with  it,  unworthy  of 
notice  or  consideration.  And,  firstly,  as  to  the  weather 
when  the  angler  should  go  fly-fishing,  and  these  remarks 
very  much  apply  to  all  other  kinds  of  fishing.  Most  of 
us  are  aware  of  the  old  rhyme  : — 

When  the  wind  blows  from  the  west, 
It  blows  the  hook  to  the  fish's  nest ; 
When  the  wind  blows  from  the  south, 
It  blows  the  hook  to  the  fish's  mouth ; 
When  from  the  north  and  east  it  blows, 
Seldom  the  angler  fishing  goes. 
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My  dear  friends  and  pupils,  don't  believe  it :  if  you  pos- 
sess a  copy  of  this  bit  of  ancient  doggerel,  let  it  be  any- 
thing but  a  rule  for  your  conduct.     You  may  have  sport  in 
all  winds  and  in  all  weathers,  or  you  may  not ;  as  long 
as  the  wind  is  not  too  heavy  and  is  wp  stream,  be  sure  that 
you  have  the  best  wind  that  can  blow.     I  have  had  some 
of  the  best  days  T  ever  had  in  my  life  with  a  north  or 
east  wind,  and  some  of  the  worst  with  a  south  or  west  one. 
Some  will  say,  choose  a  cloudy  day  with  the  wind  here 
or  there,  and  some  a  rainy  day  with  the  wind  nowhere ; 
some  say,  never  fish  in  thundery  weather,  whereas  I  have 
caught  fish   again  and  again,  and    known  them  caught, 
in  all  possible   sorts   of  weather,  even  with  the  thunder 
cracking  all  round — nay,  directly   overhead.      I  do   not 
believe  there  is   any  rule   whatever  that   can  be  relied 
upon.     I  have  had  first-rat«  sport  in  a  snow-storm  ere 
now.     The  influences  which  cause  fish  to  feed,  or  the  re- 
verse, are  as  much  a  mystery  to  us  as  they  really  were  to 
our  forefathers.     Fishes'  appetites  are  doubtless  somewhat 
like  our  own,  they  feed  best  when  they  are  hungry,  and 
when  they  can  do  so  with  the  least  fear.     Fish  feed  some- 
when  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  be  sure  if  they  are 
not  rising  it  is  because  there  are  no  flies  to  tempt  them. 
They  are  not  starving  by  way  of  amusement,  rely  upon 
it,  but  have  *  metal  more  attractive'  down  below,  in  the 
shape  of    grubs,   worms,   larva,   &c.      No    one    perhaps 
would  willingly  select  a  bright  hot  day,  with  no  wind  and 
a  low  water,  yet  I  have  at  times  had  excellent,  nay  the  best 
of  sport  even,  on  such  days.     And  few  would  choose  a 
steely  bright  day  with  a  cutting  easterly  wind,  and  little 
or  no  fly  on  the  water ;  but  on  two  such  days  running 
I  once,  in  Derbyshire,   killed   in  the  brightest   possible 
water,  forty-six  brace  of  capital  trout  each  day.     I  could 
have  killed  more  on  the  second  day,  but  did  not  care  to 
carry  them,  and  I  have  often  had  good  sport  on  similar 
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days ;  upon  the  other  hand,  how  often  will  the  angler  go 
out  upon  a  day  which  he  would  have  picked  out  from  the 
whole  year,  had  he  the  choice,  and  do  little  or  nothing. 
There  are  some  days,  nice  brisk,  cloudy  days,  with  a  steady 
breeze,  and  not  too  much  fly,  and  the  water  in  good  order, 
which  the  angler  may  pretty  well  count  upon  as  being  good 
days,  and  be  seldom  deceived,  though  he  may  sometimes 
even  then ;  but  as  to  picking  out  a  day  when  he  can  be  sure 
that  the  fish  will  not  feed,  it  is  beyond  his  skilL  He  may  of 
course  chance  to  be  right  and  he  may  chance  to  be  wrong, 
and  the  longer  he  is  a  fisherman  the  more  he  will  discover 
that  he  does  not  know  how  a  day  may  turn  out  until  he 
turns  out  his  creel  at  night.  It  not  unfrequently  happens 
that  some  very  slight  and  unexpected  change  will  take  place, 
some  new  fly  will  begin  to  hatch  out,  or  some  other  insect 
will  put  in  an  appearance,  which  sets  all  the  fish  feeding 
suddenly,  and  will  thus  afford  him  an  hour  or  two's  capital 
sport,  turning  a  bad  day  into  a  good  one.  My  advice 
to  the  young  angler  is,  always  carry  your  mackintosh,  be 
patient  and  persevering,  and  leave  the  weather  to  take  care 
of  itself.  As  regards  a  bright,  hot,  still  day,  although  I  do 
not  say  that  I  should  prefer  such  a  day,  yet  I  would  not  go 
far  out  of  my  way  to  avoid  it ;  on  a  similar  day  last  year  I 
caught  in  the  Kennet  (which  is  one  of  the  hardest  streams  to 
kill  a  dish  of  trout  in  that  I  know)  six  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout,  several  of  them  up  to  two  pounds,  and  one  of  nearly 
four — ^they  were  caught  with  a  good-sized  alder ;  and  often 
in  just  the  same  weather  have  I  had  capital  sport  with  the 
cocktail  in  the  Wandle,  and  that  is  by  no  means  an  eajsy 
stream  either  to  kill  fish  on  in  such  weather.  And  if  the 
fish  do  not  rise  well  in  the  hot  day,  they  generally  make  up 
for  it  in  the  evening.  Yet,  so  uncertain  is  angling,  that 
even  here  the  angler  may  reckon  without  his  host,  for 
after  such  a  day  a  fog  may  get  up  when  (and  this 
is  almost  the  only  tolerably  certain  rule  that  I  know 
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of  in  respect  to  weather)  the  trout  almost  invariably 
cease  feeding.  I  have  tried  hard  to  account  for  this,  and 
I  think  it  may  be  that  the  fog  is  caused  by  evaporation  in- 
duced by  the  sudden  cold  tipon  the  water  warmed  by  the 
hot  sun ;  that  this  sudden  chill,  evidenced  by  the  evapora- 
tion, checks  the  hatching  and  development  of  the  flies, 
and  the  fish  are  stopped  from  rising  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  fly.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  however,  that 
the  change  by  no  means  prevents  their  feeding  on  the 
bottom,  and  at  such  time  ground  food  will  hot  be  refused. 
Fish  will  not  feed  either  in  a  rapidly  falling  water,  and 
if  there  be  mills  on  the  stream  they  will  often  spoil  the 
best  evening's  sport  by  drawing  down  the  water ;  at  such 
a  time  the  only  chance  an  angler  will  have  of  a  fish  will 
be  in  some  snug  comer,  under  an  overhanging  bank — in 
the  open  stream  his  efforts  will  be  fruitless. 

There  are,  however,  many  extraneous  circumstances 
which  have  much  to  do  with  the  feeding  of  our  fish  and 
which  the  angler  will  have  to  take  into  consideration, 
and  which  affect  rather  disastrously  many  of  our  best 
streams,  as  sheep-washing,  mine  water,  drainage,  &c.,  and 
by  which  the  likeliest  day,  nay,  the  likeliest  week,  may  be 
seriously  damaged.  This  very  season  I  had  two  splen- 
did days  at  the  May  fly  spoilt  by  sheep-washing.  All 
that  can  be  said  upon  weather  as  a  guide,  is  but  of  a 
very  general  and  imperfect  nature.  Oue  or  two  points 
may  be  accepted  which  are  more  often  to  be  relied  on 
than  not,  which  is  all  that  can  be  said  of  them;  for 
example :  Fish  will  not  rise,  or  if  rising  will  not  take 
well,  when  heavy  clouds  are  coming  up  or  when  heavy 
rain  portends,  or  a  flood  threatens.  They  seem  to  have 
some  instinctive  notion  that  much  water  is  coming,  and 
that  there  is  a  grand  feast  preparing  and  they  reserve 
themselves  for  it.  Dead  low  water  is  not,  as  a  rule, 
desirable.     Sudden   and  violent  changes  of  weather  are 
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not  favourable  to  good  takes,  neither  are  extremes  of 
weather  favourable,  as  excessive  wind,  rain,  heat,  or  cold. 
Frost  will  not  always  deter  them  if  there  be  warm  glimpses 
of  weather  at  mid-day ;  but  witii  frost,  evenings  and  morn- 
ings are  not  to  be  relied  on.  The  angler  should  never  go 
out  on  the  day  after  a  flood ;  a  flood  always  brings  down 
much  food,  and  the  fish  are  generally  gorged  and  lazy.  If 
the  water  clears  well,  the  day  after  may  be  a  good  day ;  if 
it  clears  slowly,  the  day  after  that  will  be  found  even 
better. 

Fish  do  not  always  lie  in  the  same  spots  when  feeding; 
much  depends  upon  the  weather.  The  angler  should  re- 
member that  the  fish  always — particularly  in  larger  streams 
— follow  the  food  ;*  according,  therefore,  to  the  weather 
let  him  study  which  part  of  a  run  or  stream  is  likely  to 
contain  the  most  food,  for  here  he  will  assuredly  find  the 
most  and  best  fish.  In  a  flood,  the  fish  will  be  all  over 
the  river  feeding,  and  he  will  take  fish  in  spots  which 
it  would  be  utterly  useless  to  fish  when  the  river  is  down 
to  its  natural  level  again.  The  neck  of  every  little  run 
between  two  stones  or  weeds,  the  eye  or  eddy  in  each 
stream,  will  then  have  its  feeding  fish.  The  eye  of  the 
stream,  I  may  take  occasion  to  say,  is  always  the  most 
favourable  spot  for  fish.  By  the  eye  I  mean  the  first  good 
eddy  on  tite  inside  of  any  stream  after  it  commences  its 
shoot.  Into  this  almost  every  straw  or  insect  is  swept  in 
its  downward  course,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  stream  again 
after  it  has  made  a  revolution  or  two,  perhaps  a  yard  or  so 
lower  down,  and  here  the  fish  are  on  the  watch  for  food. 
In  hot  bright  weather,  the  fish  will  be  at  the  tails  of  the 
pools,  on  the  gravelly  shallows,  more  often  sunning  them- 

*  In  small  brooks  a  good  trout  takes  up  his  berth,  which  is  generally  a 
likely  one  for  the  run  of  the  food,  and  does  not  wander  far  from  it.  The 
stream  is  his  purveyor.  In  larger  rivers  they  are  more  of  wanderers  and 
have  to  follow  the  food,  while  every  flood  will  alter  the  currents  and  runs. 
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selves  than  feeding,  however.  Still  the  angler,  by  letting 
bis  fly  work  down  from  the  head  of  the  stream  to  the  end, 
may  perhaps  pick  up  a  fish,  but  the  hooking  of  one  fish 
will  be  a  signal  for  all  the  rest  to  rush  up  into  safety  and 
deep  water.  In  hot  weather,  too,  the  best  fish  may  be  ob- 
served under  the  deep  shades  of  overhanging  boughs,  lying 
within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  surface,  and  merely  lifting 
their  noses  very  quietly  to  the  top,  as  fly,  beetle,  or  grub 
comes  floating  to  them.  Whenever  the  angler  sees  a  fish 
rising  in  such  a  spot,  do  not  let  him  be  deluded  by  the 
very  slight  disturbance  it  makes  in  rising  into  the  belief 
that  it  is  a  small  fish  ;  nine  times  in  ten  it  is  a  good  fish, 
and  often  a  superior  one  and  worth  all  the  caution  and 
skill  he  can  use,  and  in  such  spots,  if  the  angler  can  get 
his  bait  properly  to  the  fish,  he  will  mostly  take.  In 
windy  weather,  always  fish  the  bank  towards  which  the  flies 
are  blown,  for  close  to,  almost  touching,  the  bank  the  big 
trouts  will  be  often  picking  the  struggling  flies  oft*  the 
sedges  or  grass  as  they  try  to  escape.  You  cannot  then 
fish  too  close  to  the  bank  for  your  fish. 

In  fishing  a  stream  when  the  fish  are  rising  under  the 
opposite  bank,  if  the  angler  can  make  his  fly  touch  the 
bank,  or  even  rest  upon  it,  so  that  it  will  drop  lightly  or 
rather  be  swept  oflf  into  the  water,  it  will  be  found  a  very 
killing  method ;  but  this  requires  to  be  done  with  great 
caution,  lest  the  fly  take  hold  of  anything — short  grass, 
earthy  banks,  or  rocks  are  the  most  preferable  substances 
on  which  to  practise  this  feat.  Should  the  angler,  when 
throwing  close  to  bushes,  hang  his  fly  up  to  a  branch  or 
spray,  let  him  not  use  any  violence  in  trying  to  get  it  ofi" 
again,  a  very  gentle  pull  will  often  cause  the  fly  to  come 
off  and  even  to  unwind  itself  from  any  twig  it  may  have 
lapped  round  and  to  drop  into  the  water  safely  (when 
haply  a  rise  and  a  good  fish  may  reward  the  angler's 
gentleness),  when  a  sharp  tug  would  probably  have  fixed 
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the  fly  in  the  obstruction  inextricably,  and  a  breakage  have 
ensued.  Try  a  steady  pull  but  not  a  hard  one;  if  this 
fails,  a  short  sharp  stroke  will  sometimes  save  the  tackle, 
but  always  try  gentleness  first,  for  ^  persuasion  is  better 
than  force.'  Some  trees  the  angler  can  venture,  and  with 
comparative  safety,  to  throw  closer  to  than  others,  the 
smooth  hanging  shape  of  the  leaves  and  brittleness  of  the 
twigs  being  less  dangerous ;  but  beware  of  oak  or  hawthorn, 
a  fixture  in  either  is  all  but  a  certain  smash.  He  may 
venture  to  throw  close  to  flags,  almost  with  impunity,  if  the 
hook  takes  hold  they  will  generally  split  from  bottom  to 
top;  some  rushes  are  also  tolerably  safe,  but  a  flowering 
rush  or  reed  hath  knots  in  it  through  which  no  hook 
will  go.  When  a  breakage  is  necessary,  do  not  strain  the 
rod,  but  wind  up  all  the  line  you  possibly  can  and  then 
take  an  almost  straight  pull  on  it. 

The  fisherman  should  look  behind  him  from  time  to  time 

as  he  works  along  the  banks  of  a  stream ;  should  he  neglect 

this  and  get  hung  up  in  some  tall  tree  behind  him,  he  will  be 

more  likely  to  get  fixed  than  when  throwing  across,  because 

of  the  heavy  drag  given  to  the  fly  in  the  forward  motion. 

To  provide   against   mischances   of  this  nature,  it  is  as 

well  to  carry  a  coil  of  stoutish  cord  in  the  pocket  or  basket ; 

this  takes  up  little  or  no  room,  and  by  tying  a  stone  on  to 

one  end  of  it  and  throwing  over  the  oflFending  branch,  and 

then  twisting  the  depending  stone  round  and  round  the 

length  held  in  the  hand,  the  bough  may  generally  be  pulled 

down  or  even  broken  off.     Some  anglers  carry  one  of  those 

little  hook-shaped  knives  which  have  a  barbed  gaff  hook 

on  the  reverse  side,  and  which  can  be  screwed  into  the  but 

of  the  landing-handle,  and  these  are  useful  also  in  cutting 

free  a  weed  or  twig  which  may  be  within  reach ;  but  it  often 

happens  that  the  handle  is  not  long  enough  to  reach  high 

up  into  a  tree,  and  therefore  the  coil  of  cord  is  to  my  mind 

preferable— at  any  rate  it  is  a  useful  adjunct. 
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It  will  often  happen  that  a  fish  runs  np  under  a  weed, 
in  his  efforts  to  escape ;  now  it  is  manifest,  if  the  angler 
pulls  against  the  stream  and  the  lay  of  the  weed,  or  even 
endeavours  to  pull  thie  fish  up  through  the  weed,  or  side- 
ways out  of  it,  that  he  will  utterly  fail  to  pull  the  fish 
through  the  mass  of  weed.  The  only  way  to  extricate  such 
a  fish  is  to  get  well  below  him,  let  out  a  longish  line,  sink 
the  point  of  the  rod  to  the  level  of  the  water,  and  put  a 
steady  strain  on  straight  down  stream.  The  fish  may  perhaps 
for  a  time  be  able  to  resist  this  strain,  but  patience  and 
perseverance  will  fetch  him  out  at  last ;  even  if  he  has 
gripped  the  weed  in  his  mouth,  as  fish  will  do,  he  must  open 
his  niouth  some  when,  particularly  as  he  has  the  fly  in  it 
straining  and  pulling  at  him.  I  do  not  say  that  this  plan 
is  always  successful,  but  it  more  often  is  than  not,  while  to 
pull  the  fish  against  or  across  the  weed  is  almost  certain 
destruction ;  a  gentle  sawing  motion  may  at  times  be  used 
with  excellent  effect,  if  the  angler  has  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  weed  hangs  at  all  on  the  line.  Poking  or  stoning 
a  fish  out  is  a  very  uncertain  remedy,  and,  unless  you 
can  see  and  manage  the  weed  very  well,  cutting  or  hook- 
ing it  up  is  imsafe,  and  sometimes  results  in  cutting  the 

line. 

The  angler  should  always  make  a  mental  note  of  any 
good  fish  he  may  see,  and  take  careful  stock  of  his  lying- 
ground,  and  any  obstruction,  bushes,  &c. ;  and  study  how 
he  may  best  be  fished  for,  in  order  that  he  may  know,  with- 
out being  obliged  again  to  look  at  him,  or  even  to  come 
within  sight  of  him,  how  to  fish  for  the  fish  when  he  again 
passes  his  lair.  If  he  does  so,  he  can  then  approach  with- 
out exposing  himself  in  any  way  to  the  watchful  fish,  know- 
ing at  the  same  time  exactly  when  and  how  to  cast.  In  cast- 
ing for  such  a  fish,  he  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  the 
first  time  a  fly  passes  over  a  fish  is  far  more  likely  to  be 
successful  than  any  subsequent  cast  which  he  can  make,  and 

L  2 
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consequently  he  cannot  use  too  much  care  or  caution  in 
making  it  neat  and  effective.  Let  him  be  sure^  therefore, 
by  a  wide  cast  or  two  away  from  the  fish^  that  his  line  and 
fly  are  in  good  order,  and  then  let  him  make  his  cast  with 
all  the  care  and  skill  he  is  capable  of^  and  nine  times  in 
ten  the  cast  will  be  lucky. 

I   always   like  to  illustrate   my  advice  if  I  can  from 
actual  experience,  and  I  will  do  so  now.     Some  years  ago 
I  was  fishing  the  Duke  of  Butland's  water  on  the  Lath- 
kill  :   I  was  approaching  a  bridge,  when  the  keeper  came 
up,   and  as  we  were  conversing,   he  pointed  to  a  fish 
rising  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  bridge-arch.     *  Now,  sir,' 
said  he,  ^  there  is  a  fish  that's  worth  catching.     He's  a 
sort  of  a  pet  of  mine ;  scores  of  people  have  tried  for  that 
fish,  but  he's  too  artful  for  them.     Give  him  a  try,  sir.'     I 
looked  at  the  spot.    The  fish  was  rising  regularly,  sucking 
in  every  fly  that  came  down.     But  I  had  no  doubt  that  be 
could  see  us  where  we  stood  perfectly,  as  the  water  was  en- 
tirely open,  and  the  fish  could  not  be  approached  from 
below,  without  one's  being  seen,  and  it  was  evident  that 
he  always  was  thus  fished  for,  and  as,  when  he  rose,  he 
could  see  everj^thing  for  thirty  yards  or  more  away,  the 
instant  a  line  fell  on  the  water  of  course  he  was  up  under 
the  bridge  out  of  harm's  way.     I  shook  my  head  and  de- 
clined to   make  a   spectacle  of  myself  for  the  keeper's 
amusement,  but  I  took  a  look  at  the  place,  both  above 
and  below  bridge,  and  told  the  keeper,  perhaps  half  in 
bravado,    that   I  would    catch    his    fish   as  I    returned. 
The   keeper  grinned  mighty  incredulously,  and,  having 
pocketed  his  tip,  wished  me  good  morning.     Now,  just 
above  the  bridge,  and  certainly  not  above  five  or  six  feet  or 
so  above  it,  there  was  a  fall  or  dam  of  some  two  or  three 
feet,  and  as  I  looked  at  it,  it  struck  me  that  I  might  by 
management  get  my  fly  over  the  fish  without  his  seeing 
me,  and  on  my  return,  I  stopped  wide  of  the  bridge  and 
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above  it.  After  measuring  the  distance  carefully  by  one  or 
two  preliminary  casts,  I  cast  as  far  over  towards  the  far- 
ther side  of  the  arch  as  I  could,  in  the  space  between  the 
fall  and  the  bridge,  and  giving  all  the  line  I  could,  I  let 
it  sweep  round  under  the  arch,  chancing  the  fact  of  the 
trout  being  at  home,  as  I  did  not  dare  to  look ;  and  sure 
enough  he  was  at  home,  and  just  as  my  fly  was  sweeping 
down  towards  a  straight  line  I  felt  a  gentle  touch,  which 
I  answered  with  a  turn  of  the  wrist,  and  a  nice  time  I  had 
of  it,  for  up  he  bolt^  into  the  fall,  and  a  pretty  jiggering 
match  he  gave  me ;  finding  that  I  was  not  be  trifled  with, 
he  rushed  down  under  the  arch,  but  it  was  of  no  use,  for  in 
due  time  I  basketed  him,  and  I  had  hardly  done  so  and 
moved  onwards,  when  the  keeper  came  towards  me  again. 
I  saw  him  glance  at  the  place  where  the  fish  usually  rose : 
*  Ah,'  I  said,  'it's  of  no  use  for  you  to  look  there  for  him, 
keeper,  youll  never  see  him  make  circles  there  any  more ; 
I  told  you  I'd  catch  him,  and  here  he  is.'  The  keeper 
looked  at  the  fish,  and  his  bump  of  veneration,  I  could  see, 
was  greatly  enlarged.  Evidently  he  thought  me  a  dan- 
gerous customer,  and  well  he  might,  for  I  made  his  finny 
charges  stand  and  deliver  to  a  very  considerable  amount 
before  I  left  them.  I  never  told  him  how  I  had  circum- 
vented his  i)et,  but  I  found  out  that  my  suspicions  as  to  how 
the  fish  was  always  fished  for  were  correct.  Yes ;  there  is 
nothing  pays  better  with  good  fish  than  a  little  careful 
preliminary  study  of  their  territory.  Never  fish  them 
rashly  or  without  due  consideration,  or  you  do  more 
harm  than  good.  If  a  good  fish  rises  at  the  fly  and  re- 
fuses it,  you  should  not  cast  again  immediately ;  give 
him  a  few  minutes'  rest  to  recover  himself,  and  take 
advantage  of  any  cloud  or  puff  of  wind  that  may  occur 
when  you  throw  again.  If  he  again  comes  short,  give 
him  another  rest,  and  try  a  dry  fly  over  him ;  if  that  fails 
let  the  fly  sink  well  six  or  eight  inc)ies,  or  even  more. 
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« 
under  water,  and  if  that  does  not  succeed  either  change 

the  fly  or  leave  him — leave  him  for  choice. 

If  fish  are  rising  short,  rolling  over  the  fly,  or  flapping 
at  it  with  their  tails  to  drown  it,  oblige  them  at  once 
by  letting  it  sink,  and  your  attention  to  their  wishes  will 
often  be  rewarded.  To  show  the  advantage  at  times  of 
sinking  the  fly,  I  will  relate  a  circumstance.  Fishing 
in  Hampshire  some  time  since,  on  the  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth's water,  I  had  had  very  indifferent  sport  all  the 
morning,  for  although  there  was  a  gpod  breeze  on,  and 
a  fair  show  of  fly  (yellow  dun)  the  fish  appeared,  though 
they  rose  well  enough,  to  take  very  badly.  I  had  cast  my 
fly  into  the  water,  and  having  to  light  my  pipe,  I  allowed 
the  fly  to  sink  to  the  bottom ;  when  I  recommenced,  I 
raised  the  point  of  the  rod  to  withdraw  the  tackle,  but  the 
line  was  too  long  and  dragged,  and  I  fancied  it  had  taken 
hold  of  a  weed.  I  then  took  the  line  in  my  hand,  and 
found  that,  instead  of  a  weed,  it  had  been  picked  up  by  a 
good  fish.  I  struck  him  with  the  hand  and  I  killed  him« 
The  hint  was  not  lost  on  me :  I  had  thrown  over  a  good  fish 
some  seven  yards  above,  not  five  minutes  before,  and  he  had 
risen  and  refused ;  I  now  cast  over  him  again,  and  allowed 
the  fly  to  sink  to  mid-water,  when  he  took  it  directly,  and 
I  killed  him.  I  then  tried  some  other  fish,  which  I  had 
previously  been  fishing  over  futilely,  and,  following  the 
same  plan,  I  rose  and  hooked  six  brace  of  capital  fish  of 
from  one  and  a  quarter  to  two  pounds  each,  killing  four 
brace  of  them,  and  losing  two  brace  owing  to  my  hook 
having  sprung  in  striking  a  good  fish  on  some  bony  part 
of  the  mouth.  I  had  only  killed  two  small  fish  during  the 
whole  of  the  morning  previously.  The  fish  were  evi- 
dently feeding  either  upon  the  drowned  flies,  though  these 
would  hardly  sink  I  fancy,  or  upon  the  larva.  I  may  state 
here,  that  in  deep  pools,  or  mill  heads,  no  plan  is  so  killing 
as  to  suffer  the  fly  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  then  to  work 
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it  with  short  sharp  shoots  up  to  the  surface.  Whether  the 
fish  mistake  it  for  the  larva  of  some  fly,  or  some  other 
water-insect,  or  a  fly  striving  to  get  to  the  surface,  or  what 
they  mistake  it  for  I  cannot  say,  I  only  know  that  it  is  a 
very  killing  plan,  and  many  a  good  dish  of  fish  have  I 
picked  up  thus,  when  I  could  not  coax  a  single  fish  to  come 
up  to  the  surface.  In  calm  or  hot  weather  it  is  a  capital 
dodge.  If  there  is  too  much  stream,  bite  a  shot  on  the  gut 
at  the  head  of  the  fly,  and  if  it  savour  not  too  much  of 
taking  a  mean  advantage,  put  a  gentle  on  the  hook,  and  if 
the  proprietor  of  the  water  does  not  look  upon  it  as  poach- 
ing, as  *  aiblins '  he  may,  you  will  perhaps  not  regret  the 
addition. 

When  the  angler  strikes  a  good  fish  at  all  heavily,  and 
loses  it,  he  should  always  look  at  his  hook.  Had  I  done  so, 
when  fishing  as  above,  I  should  have  saved  two  brace  of 
good  fish.  The  hook  will  sometimes  be  found  to  have 
lost  the  fine  point  and  sometimes  be  bent  outwards,  and 
this  is  usually  caused  by  its  hitting  obliquely  on  a  bone. 
When  this  occurs,  in  the  first  instance,  a  touch  from  a 
fine  needle  file  will  put  a  fresh  point  on,  but  in  the 
second  case  the  fly  is  useless,  and  no  bending  the  hook 
back  to  its  place  will  render  it  either  serviceable  or 
reliable ;  oflf  with  it,  and  put  on  another,  and  lest  it  may 
chance  by  any  oversight  to  be  put  on  again  break  the 
fly  off  and  throw  it  away,  or  if  the  pattern  be  needed 
break  the  hook. 

I  have  mentioned  fishing  with  the  dry  fly,  and  it 
is  at  times  an  invaluable  method.  With  the  dry  fly, 
fish  may  be  killed  on  fine  bright  days,  when  the  wet 
fly  will  be  almost  useless.  If  the  angler  will  notice  the 
class  of  flies  called  duns  on  a  bright  calm  day,  he  will 
see  when  first  hat^shed  how  they  come  floating  down 
with  wings  upright  and  unsoiled,  sitting  lightly  and 
cockily  on  the  water,  tempting  morsels  to  the  greedy  fish* 
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Few  flies  are  then  to  be  found  in  a  wet,  half-drowned  con- 
dition, and  therefore,  if  the  angler  sends  one  thus  to  the 
fish,  it  is  frequently  neglected.  Taking,  then,  two  or  three 
turns  of  the  fly  in  the  air  instead  of  one,  so  as  to  dry  the 
tackle,  let  him  deliver  the  fly  straightly  and  well,  a  yard 
above  the  flsh,  and  merely  raising  his  rod,  as  the  line  comes 
home,  allow  the  fly,  sustained  by  the  dry  hackle  and  wing 
and  by  the  dry  gut,  to  float  down  on  the  surface  like  the 
natural  fly,  without  motion.  If  the  gut  be  delivered  in 
a  wavy  manner,  the  bends  and  turns  in  it  will  show  a  glitter 
and  startle  the  fish ;  if  the  angler  attempts  to  draw  the  fly 
towards  him,  it  will  *  make  snakes,'  and  the  dry  gut  will 
appear  like  a  huge  centipede  crawling  on  the  water — per- 
fect quiescence  is  required.  It  is  quite  wonderful  at 
times  what  can  be  done  under  apparently  adverse  cir- 
cumstances with  a  dry  fly. 

The  judicious  and  perfect  application  of  dry,  wet,  and 
mid-water  fly-fishing  stamps  the  finished  fly-fisher  with  the 
hall-mark  of  efficiency.  Grenerally,  anglers  pin  their  faith 
to  the  entire  practice  of  either  one  or  the  other  plan,  and 
argue  dry  vermis  wet,  just  as  they  do  up  stream  versus  down, 
when  all  are  right  at  times  and,  per  contra^  all  wrong  at 
times.  It  requires  the  reasoning  faculties  to  be  used  to 
know  these  times  and  their  application.  As  a  rule,  rough 
weather  is  the  more  favourable  to  a  sunk  or  wet  fly,  while 
bright  and  calm  weather  favours  the  dry  one.  Indeed,  if 
there  be  much  ripple  on,  a  dry  fly  can  hardly  be  maintained. 

It  often  happens  that  a  fish  will  lie  in  some  hole  or 
corner  under  overhanging  bushes,  where  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  angler  to  put  the  fly  over  the  fish  by  cast- 
ing it  directly  to  him  ;  but  do  not  let  him  be  discouraged 
and  pass  the  fish  by.  A  trout  usually  lies  where  the  hang 
and  eddy  of  the  stream  will  give  him  the  best  chance  of 
the  greatest  amount  of  provender  with  the  least  amount  of 
trouble,  and  very  often  the  angler  will  see,  by  carefully 
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studying  the  spot,  that  by  pitching  a  fly  (dry  perhaps  is  best) 
well  above  the  fish,  and  letting  the  stream  take  it  where  it 
will,  the  eddy  will  do  for  it  what  the  angler  could  not, 
and  will  at  any  rate  bring  it  within  sight ;  and  a  fly  thus 
brought  to  a  fish  is  almost-oertain  to  be  taken,  provided  you 
do  nothing  glaringly  wrong,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
the  fish  usually  takes  every  fly  that  comes,  and,  secondly, 
he  seldom  or  never  sees  an  artificial  fly  la  that  spot.  I 
know  of  nothing  so  agreeable  in  fly-fishing  as  the  out- 
witting one  of  these  cunniog  old  stay  at  homes,  who, 
having  gotten  to  themselves  good  fat  places,  archidiaconal 
stalls,  with  only  archidiaconal  functions  attached  to  them, 
fancy  they  have  a  vested  interest  in  them,  and  that  they 
are  to  be  safe  sinecures  for  ever.  I  once  took  five  such 
fish  in  one  morning  on  the  Arrow,  and  they  were  all 
extra  good  fish,  and  not  one  of  them  would  many  anglers 
have  thought  it  worth  while  trying  for.  It  was  a  bit  of 
fishing  which  I  have  always  felt  rather  proud  of.  Indeed, 
nineteen  times  in  twenty,  a  fish  feeding  in  his  lair  or 
under  a  branch  will  rise  and  take  better  than  a  fish  in  the 
open  water  in  midstream. 

It  is  quite  needless  to  say  that  the  augler  should  avoid 
showing  himself  to  the  fish  as  much  as  possible,  and 
should  always  take  advantage  of  any  bush  or  tree  which 
may  easily  afford  him  a  screen:  when  the  banks  are 
too  open  to  the  river,  he  should  even  go  down  upon  one 
knee — nay,  I  have  known  good  service  done  by  an  angler 
lying  prone  upon  his  stomach.  In  many  places  and 
streams  it  is  quite  impossible  for  anyone  to  approach 
within  casting  distance  of  the  stream  in  an  erect  position 
without  seeing  every  trout  for  some  distance  rushing 
off  to  his  hiding-place.  In  places  of  this  description, 
the  angler  will  find  much  service  in  sticking  a  loose 
bush  or  two  into  the  ground  in  a  favourable  spot,  should 
he  design  to   come   there  again  the  next   day;   and   he 
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should  always  bear  this  in  mind,  that  the  higher  up 
in  the  air  he  is  the  more  likely  the  trout  is  to  see  him. 
Shy  fish  will  often  take  alarm  at  the  angler  as  he  comes 
along  the  bank,  even  while  he  is  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
away ;  but  which,  if  he  could  get  down  on  a  level  with  the 
water,  with  the  bank  at  his  back,  so  that  his  head  did  not 
appear  above  the  sky  line,  would  not  appear  to  see  him  at 
all,  and  would  take  the  fly  without  hesitation,  provided  no 
sudden  or  violent  motion  were  made  to  attract  attention. 
Height,  therefore,  is  not  an  advantage,  and  wading  up 
stream  (provided  no  disturbance  be  made  in  the  water)  is. 
With  regard  to  dress,  some  people  are  inclined  to  ridi- 
cule the  idea  of  there  being  any  necessity  for  attending  to 
it  at  alL  I  am  very  sure,  however,  that  excellent  grounds 
exist  for  not  being  too  conspicuous  in  this  respect.  The 
trout  is  a  very  gentlemanly  fish,  and  does  not  like  '  loud 
dressing ; '  positive  black  and  white,  too,  or  anything  which 
glitters  or  is  unusual,  should  be  carefully  eschewed,  parti- 
cularly on  the  upper  and  more  conspicuous  part  of  the 
person.  A  tall  black  hat,  or  one  of  the  genus  termed 
^  shiner '  I  do  not  recommend ;  and  though  I  would  rather 
fish  in  the  Bishop  of  Winchester's  stream  than  his  lordship's 
company  when  in  full  canonicals,  I  should  equally  con- 
sider Mr.  Chadband  in  his  cerements  an  objectionable  party 
for  successful  trouting  on  a  shy  or  well  fished  stream  ;  while 
a  stage  coachman  in  a  white  top  coat  and  shiny  hat  would 
be  equally  unacceptable — nay,  I  even  dislike  a  highly 
vai'nished  rod.  Who  has  not  seen  the  flash  of  a  rod  waving 
in  the  air  even  at  half  a  mile  distant  ?  and  surely,  to  such 
a  sharp-eyed  creature  as  the  trout,  such  an  unusual  and 
startling  phenomenon  cannot  but  be  calculated  to  disturb 
his  equanimity.  The  angler  must  not  always  consider, 
because  the  spot  where  a  trout  lies  is  apparently  out 
of  the  direct  range  of  his  vision,  that  therefore  he  is  in- 
visible to  the  trout ;  because,  owing  to  the  refraction  of  the 
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rays  of  light  consequent  on  their  passing  from  the  rarer 
medium  of  air  into  the  denser  medium  of  water,  the  direct 
line  of  vision  becomes  broken  on  reaching  the  water,  and 
takes  a  much  more  perpendicular  direction.  The  reader  will 
understand  this  by  placing  a  coin  in  an  empty  pan,  so  far 
out  of  the  line  of  sight  as  to  be  hidden  by  the  side  of  the 
vessel,  and  then  filling  the  pan  with  water,  when  the  coin 
previously  hidden  will  be  plainly  visible.  The  same  thing  of 
course  takes  place  inversely  with  respect  to  the  fish  seeing 
the  fisher,  with  this  remarkable  difference,  that  the  line 
is  still  farther  diverted  from  the  direct  line  of  vision,  and 
therefore  the  fish  can  see  at  a  greater  angle  of  divergence 
than  the  fisherman,  and  consequently  a  fish  lying  under 
a  bank  between  the  angler  and  himself  can  often  see  his 
enemy,  when  by  no  possibility  could  the  angler  see  him. 

It  is  as  well  that  the  angler  should  bear  this  little  bit  of 
science  in  mind,  as  it  will  often  account  for  a  fish  not 
rising  when  nothing  else  will ;  owing  to  this  peculiarity,  a 
fish  can  to  a  certain  extent  see  behind  him  as  it  were,  and 
can  take  in  a  much  wider  scope  of  objects  than  a  cursory 
consideration  would  give  him  credit  for,  and  the  more  so 
as  his  eye  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  his  element  in  this 
respect,  as  affording  him  increased  facilities  for  seeing 
his  way  to  a  living  in  the  world.  The  organ  of  sight 
is  the  chief  one  upon  which  fish  rely,  and  is  much 
more  keenly  developed  than  any  other.  Feeling  is  pro- 
bably the  next  sense  in  proportionate  development,  as 
the  nervous  organisation  of  fish  is  usually  rather  full 
and  perfect,  and  the  slightest  vibration  in  the  water  is 
felt  by  them  apparently  instantaneously.  Taste  and  smell 
are  no  doubt  also  tolerably  acute,  but  I  do  not  think 
hearing  is  of  so  much  consequence  to  them  as  some  of  the 
other  senses,  though  you  will  not  find  a  loud  or  unusual 
noise  in  any  way  advantageous. 

The  size  of  flies  to  be  used  must  be  regulated  by  the 
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water  to  be  fished  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  as  common  a 
fault  to  fish  with  too  small  flies  as  it  is  to  use  too  large 
ones.  On  very  well  preserved  and  much  fished  streams, 
as  the  Wandle,  for  example,  very  small  flies  are  the 
fevourite  cast,  but  I  have  oflien  seen  a  coarser  one,  with 
larger  flies,  beat  it  hollow ;  particularly  if  a  little  wind 
prevails.  The  angler  should,  if  he  finds  his  small  flies 
useless,  try  a  size  or  two  larger,  and  sink  them  a  few 
inches. 

I  will  now  give  a  few  simple  and  useful  directions  as 
to  night-fishinlg,  and  I  may  premise  that  I  wish  night-fish- 
ing were  generally  abandoned,  for  I  believe  it  materially 
injures  the  day  fishing,  by  rendering  the  fish  much  more 
shy  than  they  would  naturally  be  if  only  fished  for  in  the 
day-time.  There  ought  to  be  some  period  during  the 
twenty-four  hours  when  the  trout  can  feed  safely  without 
disturbance  or  the  fear  of  a  hook  before  them;  as  fly- 
fishing is  conducted  now  there  is  not ;  and  this  naturally 
makes  the  fish  suspicious  of  every  lure,  while  big  trout  get 
so  shy  that  they  seldom,  in  small  streams,  get  into  really 
good  condition  at  all.  Unfortunately  where  night-fishing 
has  been  practised  after  June,  unless  in  very  fSetvourable 
weather  indeed,  it  is  useless  to  fish  until  late  in  the 
evening. 

•  For  night-fishing,  the  fewer  flies  the  angler  uses  the 
better.  He  should  never  use  more  than  two  under  any 
circumstances,  and  even  one  is  better,  as  the  slightest 
hitch  or  tangle,  which  in  the  daylight  would  be  of  no 
consequence,  becomes  fatal  in  the  dark.  It  is  desirable 
always  to  put  up  two  casts,  a  spare  one  for  a  change  being 
round  the  hat.  These  casts  need  not  be  long,  a  yard  and  a 
half  of  gut  for  one  fly,  and  two  yards  for  two,  is  quite  long 
enough  ;  any  gut  does,  and  it  is  as  well  to  use  it  reasonably 
stout  and  coarse,  as  very  little  play  or  law  should  be  given 
to  the  fish  at  night,  as  the  angler  cannot  see  obstructions. 
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If  a  change  of  flies  be  desired^  let  them  be  so  placed  on  the 
angler's  hat  that  he  can  with  certainty  pick  out  the  fly  he 
requires  without  the  necessity  for  examining  it ;  and  as  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  undo  loops  in  the  dark,  the  fly  should  be 
dressed  on  a  plain  strand  of  gut,  and  the  end  of  the  cast- 
ing line  left  unlooped,  so  that  the  fly  can  be  knotted  on 
at  once,  this  being  a  process  which  you  manage  pretty 
well  by  feeling.  When  the  fly  is  to  come  oflF  it  must  be 
broken  off,  and  the  fresh  one  tied  on  in  its  place.  As  I  have 
said,  always  fish  with  a  tight  line,  that  is,  rather  down 
stream,  in  the  dark.  If  the  angler  fishes  up  stream  there  is 
every  chance  of  a  slack  line,  when  he  will  not  feel  the  rise, 
and  all  must  be  done  by  feeling ;  for  though  occasionally  a 
rise  may  be  seen,  if  the  fish  takes  boldly,  more  often  the 
best  rises,  or  rather  those  of  the  best  fish,  are  very  unob- 
trusive affairs,  and  the  notice  given  to  the  rod-point  is  so 
slight  that  the  angler  may,  if  he  fancies  it  is  the  touch  of 
a  fish  at  all,  set  it  down  to  some  trumpery  three  ounce  flib- 
bertigibbet instead  of  that  noble  three  pounder  he  gazed 
at  for  an  hour  off  the  bridge,  with  such  a  desire  for  a  nearer 
acquaintance.  Fish,  therefore,  rather  across,  and  let  the 
line  go  steadily  down  until  it  is  extended,  striking  at  every 
touch.  Good  large  flies  are  usually  required  at  night, 
though  this  is  not  always  the  case,  if  a  strong  rise  of  some 
small  insect  be  on ;  but,  more  often  than  not,  one  of  the 
moths  or  the  alder,  cinnamon,  sedge,  or  some  good  sized 
fly  will  be  used,  and,  as  the  hook  will  be  a  largish  one, 
a  firm  stroke  and  a  sharp  course  of  treatment  is  desirable, 
as  the  less  '  bobbery '  made,  and  the  less  time  wasted,  the 
better.  Pop  them  into  the  basket,  and  though  I  advise 
no  hurry,  yet  let  no  time  be  wasted.  If  the  angler  has  any 
doubt  about  the  state  of  his  flies,  he  should  never  fish  a 
moment  in  doubt,  but  run  the  cast  through  his  hand.  A 
short  cast  is  the  best ;  too  long  a  line  is  unmanageable  and 
uncertain  at  night,  and  there  is  no  need  for  it,  as  the  fish 
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will,  if  you  conduct  yourself  quietly,  rise  close  to  you — 
indeed,  I  have  often,  when  wading,  seen  them  rise  within 
a  yard  or  so  of  my  legs.     The  fish  which  are  most  likely 
to  take  well  are  those  which  get  in  close  under  the  banks. 
They  are  old  soldiers,  and  pick  a  bellyful  of  insects  al- 
most oflf  the  long  grass,  scarcely  rising  at  all ;  and,  more 
often  than  not,  the  fish  which  rise  in  the   mid-stream 
and  make  such  a  pother  are  but  middling  or  little  ones. 
Fish  the  banks,  therefore,  carefully,  for  even  if  you  do  not 
see  or  hear  a  rise  anywhere,  there  is  always  hope  under 
the  bank.     At  night,  a  fly  drawn  against  the  stream  will 
be  taken  almost  as  readily  as  one  floating  down,  which  of 
course  is  not  the  case  by  day.     It  is  seldom  so  dark  but 
the  angler  can  see  a  little;  and,  although  he  will  not 
detect  perhaps  the  exact  rise,  yet  he  will  see  a  slight 
ripple,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  guide  his  fly  to  the  right 
spot.     If,  however,  he  cannot  see  the  rise,  let  him  listen 
carefully,  and  now  and  then  he  will  hear  a  faint  tinkle  like 
the  falling  of  a  big  water-drop ;  that  is  the  rise  of  a  trout, 
and  his  ear  must  then  guide  him  to  the  right  spot.     He 
will  often  hear  a  *  suck,'  like  a  slobbery  kiss,  that  is  not 
a  trout  feeding,  it  is  an  eel  feeding.     How  to  get  the 
exact  distance  of  line  required  I  cannot  lay  down  any  rule 
for,  but  judgment  and  practice  alone  will  help  him.     One 
thing  it  is  very  advisable  not  to  do,  and  that  is,  when  he 
has  got  a  length  of  line  out  which  he  works  well,  to  lengthen 
or  shorten  it.     In  some  places  now  they  go  the  length  of 
fishing  with  a  dry  fly  at  night  time.     This,  I   confess, 
evidences  a  civilisation  and  progress  on  the  part  of  the 
trout  which  I  cannot  understand  at  all. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

ARTIFICIAL   FLIES. 

CONTRAST    OF  SYSTEMS COPYINQ  NA.TUKB  AND   COPYING  NOTHING — LIST  OF 

FLIES   FOB  EACH  MONTH. 

In  giving  a  list  of  artificial  flies,  I  shall   as  much   as 
possible  eschew  all  flies  which  I  do  not  know  from  expe- 
rience to  be  useful  to  the  angler.     There  are  scores  of  flies 
which  are  set  down  in  lists,  and  which  are  perpetuated 
from  list  to  list,  being  copied  from  one  to  the  other — 
like  the  celebrated  '  Hampstead  Eye '  butterfly,  of  which 
there  is  only  a  legend  of  a  solitary  specimen — ^but  which 
are  by  no  means  to  be  generally  relied  upon.      Such  flies 
I  shall  have  nothing   to  do  with.     Now,  there   are  two 
conflicting  systems,  in    support  of  which  we  find  warm 
partisans  and  good  anglers  on  either  side,  viz.,  the  ento- 
mological  and   what   may   be   termed   the   colorological 
system,  or  those  who  study  and  imitate  nature  as  closely 
as  possible  and  those  who  say  '  the  day  is  bright  and  the 
water  clear,  or  the  day  is  cloudy  and  the  water  coloured, 
and   therefore  such  and  such  colours  ought  to  kill.'      I 
shall  touch   upon    their    respective    merits   and    claims. 
There  are  throughout  the    kingdom  thousands  of  trout 
flies  in  use,  and  almost  any  fly  or  insect  which  can  fall  upon 
the  water  will  at  times,  if  it  be  little  fished,  be  taken  by 
the  trout.      On  the  other  hand,  the  reverse   of  this  is 
more  often  true,  and  the  trout  are  picksome  and  hard  to 
please.     It  will  often,  too,  occur,  when  trout  are  feeding 
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strongly  upon  a  particular  fly,  that  they  will  take  some- 
thing entirely  diflferent  in  preference  to  a  bad  imitation  of 
the  insect  they  are  feeding  on,  or  even  a  fair  imitation  put 
over  them  in  a  somewhat  different  way  from  those  which 
are  passing  over  them,  because  the  one  does  not  challenge 
comparison  while  the  other  does,  from  which  the  coloro- 
logists  argue  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  your  head 
with  considerations  of  what  is  on  the  water.     But  there 
are  times,   again,  when  the  fish  will  be  rising  furiously 
and  the  angler  may  exhaust  his  tackle  book  over  them, 
without  getting  a  rise  if  he  hae  not  the  exact  fly.    I  could 
cite  hundreds  of  instances  of  this.     I  cite  only  one,  the 
last  I  can  call  to  mind :  last  season  I  was  fishing  the  Itohin, 
at  Bishopstoke;  it  was  getting  towards  dusk,  the  fish  came 
on  to  rise  very  rapidly,  fly  after  fly  did  I  try,  in  the  very 
thickest  of  the  boils,  covering  half  a  dozen  fish  at  every 
cast;    every   likely  fly  I  could  think  of  was   tried  and 
rejected,  and  not  a  single  rise  could  I  get ;  the  fly  they 
were  rising  at  was  a  very  small  one,  but,  small  as  it  was, 
they  knew  perfectly  well  the  difference  between  it  and  others 
of  the  same  size,  even  though  it  was  evening.     By  great 
diflftculty  I  got  one  of  the  flies,  and  saw  it  was  a  red  spinner. 
I  was  able  to  find  a  red  spinner  without  much  trouble,  and 
in  less  than  twenty  minutes  I  had  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
fine  fish  when  the  rise  was  over.     Now,  the  general  prin- 
ciples so  much  favoured  by  our  friends  in  the  north,  in 
their  selection  of  flies,  would  have  been  utterly  useless  here. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  general  selection  of  a  dozen  flies, 
upon  the  principles  advocated  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Stewart, 
for  the  entire  season,  makes  very  easy  work  of  it,  and  the 
angler  is  not  much  puzzled  as  to  selection.     Such  a  sys- 
tem may  suit  the  northern  rivers,  but,  upon  our  well- 
whipped  southern  streams,  where  the  trout  are  exceedingly 
wary  and  well-educated,  the  fish  like  a  little  more  attention 
paid  to  their  fancies,  and  we  are  obliged,  too,  to  pay  that 
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attention,  because  we  have  not  generally  those  resources 
in  minnow,  worm,  and  larva  fishing  to  fall  back  upon,  when 
we  fail  with  the  fly,  which  our  brothers  over  the  border 
practise,  for  upon  our  best  streams  they  are  not  allowed, 
and  we  are  restricted  to  artificial  fly-fishing.  I  do  not  doubt 
for  one  moment  that  Mr.  Stewart's  flies — I  select  Mr. 
Stewart,  not  as  the  originator  perhaps,  but  as  the  exponent 
of  a  system — I  say,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Stewart's  flies 
kill  well  at  times,  because  the  best  of  them  very  strongly 
resemble  some  of  the  best  flies  that  are  found  on  pretty 
well  every  river  in  the  kingdom,  as  duns,  spinners,  midges, 
and  those  very  general  favourites  the  sand  and  cinnamon 
flies.  Then  Mr.  Stewart  has  two  imitations,  called,  the  red 
and  black  spider,  and  there  are  two  water  insects,  a  red 
and  black  spider,  which  I  have  often  caught  in  my  entomo- 
logical wanderings,  which  are  widely  distributed,  and  which 
these  imitations  also  resemble.  Now,  I  apprehend  that  it  is 
only  because  these  combinations  of  fur  and  feather  in  some 
sort  resemble  the  flies  which  the  fish  are  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  on  the  water,  that  the  fish  take  them  at  all.  This 
must  be  conceded ;  if  it  be  not,  why  does  the  fly-fisher 
adhere  to  the  form,  colour,  and  size  of  those  flies  at  all  ? 
Why  have  they  wings  and  legs  and  bodies  like  flies?  Why 
are  they  of  the  same  size  ?  Why  does  he  not  fish  with  a 
bunch  of  feathers  of  any  colour,  and  tied  on  anyhow  ?  Why 
should  he  have  any  choice  in  the  matter  ?  Why  even  have 
a  dozen  flies  ?  and  why  should  one  kill  one  day  and  not 
another  ?  It  is  clear  that  he  has  a  choice  and  a  variety 
because  the  fish  have,  and  he  finds  it  necessary  to  'pander 
to  their  base  tastes  and  fancies '  to  some  extent.  His  art  is 
unquestionably  a  deception,  and  he  must  allow  that  he  is 
deceiving  the  fish  with  the  imitation  of  a  fly.  Then  I  do 
not  see  how  he  can  get  out  of  the  sequence  that  the  better 
the  imitation  the  more  likely  it  is  to  deceive,  and  if  he  is 
obliged  to  consult  the  fishes'  tastes  at  all  the  more  sedu- 
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lously  he  consults  them  the  more  likely  he  is  to  please 
them,  and  this  is  all  that  we  Southrons  do.  This  is  a  position 
which  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  upset.  Nor  do  I  see 
what  can  be  said  beyond  it.  If  it  be  urged  that  colorology 
is  easier,  demands  less  study,  consideration,  or  variety,  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  lazy  argument,  applicable  to  every 
science,  and  cuts  away  one  of  the  most  interesting  branches 
of  the  fisher's  amusement.  The  trout  in  the  north  are 
more  plentiful  than  they  are  in  our  streams  in  the  south. 
The  season  for  feeding  is  much  shorter.  The  rivers  for  the 
most  part  do  not  so  abound  in  food  as  ours,  often  flowiDg 
as  they  do  over  hard  gravel  and  rocky  beds  and  through 
barren  moorland  districts,  and  the  fish  have  harder  work  to 
pick  up  a  living,  and  are  therefore  possibly  less  inclined  to 
be  closely  critical  when  they  are  feeding,  and  if  the  fly  be 
somewhat  near  the  colour  and  size  they  cannot  afford  to 
reject  it.  A  Scotchman  measures  his  takes  by  dozens,  we 
by  braces ;  and  it  is  more  diflScult  to  take  the  brace  upon 
one  of  our  well-thrashed  streams,  than  it  is  the  dozen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  border,  and  consequently  we  are 
obliged  to  be  more  careful  in  our  deceptions,  and  to  watch 
nature  more  closely. 

Our  system  is,  however,  little  by  litttle  creeping  north. 
On  Tweed  a  considerable  advance  has  been  made  of 
late  years  towards  the  studying  of  the  fly  that  is  *up,' 
and  the  imitation  thereof;  and  one  hears  now  amongst 
the  best  anglers  there,  of  blue  and  yellow  duns,  March 
browns,  willow  flies,  and  several  other  names  for  flies, 
many  of  which  are  perhaps  local,  but  which  neverthe- 
less indicate  the  flies  actually  on  the  water,  and  *  What 
fly  is  up  ?'  is  oa  common  a  question  nearly  as  it  is  ^  down 
south,'  and  if  angling  progresses  steadily  in  the  way  it  is 
doing,  ere  many  years  are  over,  many  a  stream  where  no 
study  is  now  paid  to  what  may  be  on  the  water  will  call 
for  a  much  closer  attention  to  this  peculiarity  than  is  now 
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exercised5  if  fish  are  to  be  killed.  One  thing  I  can 
certainly  say,  viz.,  that  by  following  the  system  I  advocate, 
of  studying  nature  as  closely  as  possible,  I  have  never 
come  upon  a  stream  in  the  kingdom  (and  I  have  fished 
much  the  greater  part  of  it,  where  the  colorological 
practice  prevails),  on  which  after  a  sufficient  acquaintance 
to  make  me  tolerably  familiar  with  the  water,  I  could 
not,  with  my  southern  book  of  imitations,  kill  trout  quite 
as  well  and  often  better  than  many  of  the  habitu^  of  the 
water  could  with  their  piscatory  heirlooms  and  relics. 
This,  however,  does  not  apply  to  all  lakes.  On.  many  of 
these,  whether  it  be  owing  to  the  depth  of  water  or  what 
not,  fancy  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  trouts'  notions, 
though  on  others  I  have  found  entomology  exceedingly 
successful.  Of  course  here  and  there  one  meets  some 
old  fellow  who  knows  every  stone  and  eddy,  and  whose 
local  knowledge  must  give  him  a  great  advantage ;  but, 
as  a  rule,  I  have  always  found  a  close  imitation  of  the 
natural  fly  to  do  better  than  all  the  blacks,  or  browns,  or 
reds,  or  blues,  or  hare  lugs,  and  all  the  colours  of  the 
rainbow,  which  the  Celtic  practitioner  regards  as  sacred 
traditions ;  and  I  never  wanted  yet  to  ask  what  fly  was 
taking,  if  there  were  any  fly  at  all  on,  knowing  from  expe- 
rience pretty  well  what  the  fly  was  at  a  glance.  For  a 
blue  dun,  or  a  yellow  dun,  or  red  spinner,  or  a  March 
brown,  are  the  same  flies,  and  should  be  dressed  in  the 
same  way  on  the  north  of  Tweed  as  on  the  south,  a  due 
regard  being  paid  to  size. 

Although  there  are  many  kinds  of  flies  which  do  kill, 
the  chief  ones  which  the  angler  must  rely  upon  are  those 
which  are  best  known  to  the  trout,  and  these  are  the  flies 
bom  of  the  water,  or  which  from  their  habits  and  location 
are  most  likely  to  be  blown  on  to  it.  Of  these,  though 
there  are  a  considerable  number  in  the  aggregate,  yet  the 
best  of  them,  and  those  which  are  most  abundant,  are  found 

M  2 


164  FANCY   FLIES  NEEDLESS. 

on  every  stream,  and  are,  as  I  have  said,  the  same  on  all  of 
them,  and  they  are  not  so  numerous  but  that  any  angler 
may  with  a  little  trouble  become  tolerably  well  acquainted 
with  them.  Of  course  there  are  partial  and  local  excep- 
tions— flies  which  are  found  in  some  waters  and  not  in 
others — but  even  these  he  will  become  acquainted  with  in 
time.  Do  not  listen  therefore,  dearly  beloved  pupil,  to  de- 
lusive talk  of  hares'  ears  and  yellows,  or  hare's  ear  and  pur- 
ple, or  green,  or  what  not,  or  bloas  of  all  sorts  of  shades, 
or  fancy  flies  of  endless  hue.  Some  of  these  certainly  kill, 
but  it  is  rather  a  fluke  if  they  do,  while  the  odds  are  that 
they  don't.  I  will  give  a  list  of  the  best  of  them,  firstly, 
because,  as  I  said,  they  do  kill  sometimes,  and,  secondly, 
because  my  book  would  certainly  be  held  incomplete  by 
many  anglers  without  it ;  but  always  try  the  fly  that  is  on, 
or  has  been  on,  or  which  you  think  ought  to  be  on  first, 
before  you  venture  upon  these  fancies,  and  be  sure  that 
wherever  you  go,  you  will  find  your  March  browns,  stone 
flies  and  drakes,  or  your  willow  flies,  alders,  sand  flies  and 
cinnamons,  your  duns  and  spinners,  &c.,  feeding  the  trout 
more  or  less,  and  these  are  your  ground-tackle,  your  hold- 
fast, and  if  you  once  master  enough  of  a  fly-fisher's  entomo- 
logy to  get  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  ordinary  succession  of 
flies  which  usually  throng  the  water  in  the  generality  of 
rivers,  you  need  not  venture  upon  the  uncertain  realms  of 
fancy  at  all — ^you  may  go  anywhere,  east,  west,  north  or 
south,  and  never  trouble  a  professional  to  tell  you  what  is 
on  his  water,  or  what  will  kill  best,  for  you  will  know 
what  flies  should  be  in  season,  and  if  you  have  any  doubt, 
a  glance  will  tell  you.  The  following  list  is  partly  the 
result  of  my  own  experience,  and  partly  that  of  others. 
The  flies  fed  on  by  trout  have  been  the  same  from  all  ages, 
unless  we  pin  our  faith  on  *  The  Vestiges  of  Creation,'  and 
therefore  one  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  them  from 
those  who  have  gone  before,  selecting  the  best  favoured 
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by  the  fish,  and  leaving  the  worst,  and  to  make  such  sug- 
gestions on  dressing  them,  &c.,  as  experience  may  dictate. 

The  principal  flies  which,  as  I  have  said,  the  angler 
relies  upon,  are  those  bom  of  the  water ;  the  most  useful 
of  these  are  divided  into  two  great  orders,  viz. :  the  neur«- 
ptera,  or  nerve-winged  (from  vsvpov^  a  nerve,  and  irrepov, 
a  wing— these  are  the  flies  which  have  smooth  wings,  veined 
to  and  fro  like  the  drakes,  the  stone  and  the  alder  flies), 
and  the  trichoptera,  or  hairy-winged,  from  dpl^y  gen. 
Tpi'xpSy  hair,  and  irrspoPj  a  wing.  Among  these  are  our 
sand  flies,  cinnamons,  mushroom  flies,  silver  horns,  &c. 
There  are  an  enormous  variety  of  these  flies,  something 
Kke  200  British  species  having  been  discovered.  The 
wings  are  soft,  and  somewhat  in  appearance  like  those  of 
moths.  They  are  not  upright,  like  those  of  the  drakes 
and  duns,  nor  flat  like  those  of  the  stone  and  willow  flies, 
but  come  up  to  an  angle,  like  the  roof  of  a  house  some- 
what ;  as  it  is  termed,  they  are  deflected,  or  defiexce.  These 
two  orders  are  subdivided  in  the  trichoptera,  the  ephe- 
meridae,  as  the  May  flies,  duns,  and  spinners ;  the  per- 
lidse,  as  the  stone  and  willow  flies;  and  the  sialidae,  of 
which  we  have  but  one  sample,  though  that  is  a  host  in 
itself,  viz.  the  alder  fly.  The  trichoptera,  used  for  the  most 
part,  include  only  the  family  of  phryganidae,  if  we  except 
the  silver  horns. 

The  other  orders  in  most  use  by  the  fly-fisher  are,  the 
coleoptera,  or  sheath-winged,  from  KoXeof,  a  sheath,  in- 
sects which  have  two  pairs  of  wings,  the  upper  of  which 
are  hard  and  horny,  and 'are  called  elytra,  and  form  the 
sheath  for  the  under  ones,  when  at  rest,  as  the  coch  y 
bondu  or  Marlow  buzz ;  the  fern  fly,  the  peacock,  and 
others;  and  the  diptera,  or  two-winged,  from  Svo,  two;  as 
the  cow-dung,  hawthorn,  black  gnat,  gravel  bed,  &c.  The 
majority  of  the  insects  used  in  the  two  last  orders,  how- 
ever, are  land  insects. 
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The  two  families  upon  which  the  main  hopes  of  the 
angler  rest,  are  the  ephemeridae  and  the  phryganidsB,  since 
some  of  the  species  of  one  or  the  other,  or  both  of  these 
families,  are  sure  to  be  on  the  water  if  any  fly  at  all  is. 
As  much  confusion  prevails  amongst  anglers  as  to  their 
history,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  devote  a  few 
lines  to  it.     The  error  which  has  and  does  still  largely 
prevail  amongst  fishermen  is,  that  the  May  flies  or  drakes 
come  from  the  caddis,  or  case  gnibs,  found  in  abundance 
in  many  waters  at  the  bottom ;  and  according  to  the  plenty 
or  scarcity  of  these,  so  they  estimate  the  plenty  or  scarcity 
of  the  May  fly,  in  the  season.   This  is  a  great  mistake,  as  the 
caddis  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  ephemeridae; 
it  is  the  home  of  the  phryganidse  exclusively,  and  their 
plenty  will  determine  the  abundance  of  sand,  grannom, 
sedge,  cinnamon,  and  other  flies  of  that  class.  To  trace  the 
ephemeridae  through  their  various  transformations,  we  will 
commence  with  the  egg,  which  is  dropped  on  the  water  by 
the  imago,  or  perfect  fly,  and  which  finds  its  way  to  the 
bottom,  where  it  awaits  the  period  of  hatching.     When 
hatched,  it  becomes  a  very  active  predaceous  larva — ^the 
word  larva  signifying  a  mask,  as  in  this  form  it  is  the  mask 
of  the  perfect  insect,  with  six  legs,  and  extremely  strong 
hook-shaped  mandibles ;  along  their  sides  are  a  series  of 
small  filamentary  appendages,  serving  as  fins,  and  by  the 
aid  of  which  the  creature  is  supposed  to  breathe  under 
water,  which  are  somewhat  akin  to  the  filaments  or  fringes 
of  which  the  gills  of  fishes  are  composed,  and  extract  the 
oxygen  necessary  for  the  larva's  existence  from  the  water 
in  a  similar  manner.     These  answer  to  the  gills  of  the 
fish,  and  thus  another  error  of  anglers  is  disposed  of,  viz. 
that  owing  to  high  spring  floods,  the  larva  of  the  May  fly 
have  been  drowned  when  there  is  a  bad  fly  year.     It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  process  of  drowning  an  insect 
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which  lives  in  the  water  by  any  natural  cause^  must  be  an 
uncommon  one,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  The  tail  has  three 
whisks,  which  are  the  rudiments  of  the  tail  of  the  imago,  or 
perfect  insect.  These  larva  make  themselves  holes  in  the 
bed  or  banks  of  the  river,  or  reside  under  stones,  &c.,  so 
as  to  be  safe  from  the  attacks  of  the  many  animals  which 
prey  on  them.  After  a  time,  the  larva  changes  into  a  pupa, 
the  word  pupa  signifying  a  puppet,  or  doll,  from  the 
swathed  and  swaddled  appearance  of  the  grub,  with  its 
wings,  &c.,  bandaged  about  as  it  were.  The  change  in 
form  is  slight,  but  an  important  change  has,  nevertheless, 
taken  place.  Hitherto  the  creature  has  possessed  no  sign 
of  wings ;  changing  into  the  pupa  state,  it  throws  oflF  its 
skin,  and  another  one  is  developed,  and  on  the  shoulders 
are  seen  two  excrescences,  which  are  the  rudiments  of  the 
future  wings.  The  pupa  is  also  larger  than  the  larva.  In 
time  it  approaches  to  the  change  into  the  fly  state,  when 
it  rises  to  the  surface,  or  creeps  to  the  bank,  and  there 
splits  ofif  another  case,  and  at  once  emerges  a  fly.  This 
in  the  May  fly  is  the  green  drake,  and  in  the  smaller 
species  is  the  dun  of  the  angler.  The  time  which  the 
larva  and  pupa  dwell  under  water  varies  in  the  different 
species  from  one  to  three  years,  it  is  supposed.  When  the 
newly  hatched  fly  arises,  it  is  not  yet  a  perfect  insect,  and  is 
incapable  of  procreating  its  species.  In  this  form,  its  colours 
are  dim  and  dull,  its  motions  heavy,  it  dwells  much  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  it  is  an  easy  and  welcome  prey 
to  the  eager  fish.  In  this  form  it  is  said  to  be  semi^om^ 
pleta,  or  only  a  half  complete  insect,  and  is  termed  the 
pseudimago,  or  false  image.  After*  a  short  time,  however, 
the  fly  throws  off"  another  complete  casing,  and  emerges 
the  perfect  insect,  larger,  brighter  in  colour,  with  tail 
greatly  elongated,  stronger  and  far  more  active,  a  perfect 
insect,  the  imago,  or  image,  at  last.    In  this  form,  the  last 
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oflBces  of  its  life  are  performed,  it  consummates  its  exist- 
ence, drops  its  eggs  upon  the  water,  to  the  number  of  many 
hundreds  (often  seven  or  eight)  and  dies. 

The  phryganida3  go  through  much  the  same  process, 
with  the  notable  exception  that  they  spring  from  the  pupa 
state  into  the  perfect  fly  or  imago  at  once,  not  having  to 
pass  through  the  pseudimago  phase  of  existence.  When 
the  eggs  of  the  phryganidaB  are  hatched,  they  take  the 
form  of  a  little  soft  grub,  resembling  a  maggot  in  appear- 
ance, with  a  hard  horny  head,  and  with  six  feet  upon  the 
future  thorax.  This  is  the  larva  form,  and  as  the  skin  is 
very  tender  and  soft,  and  susceptible  of  injury,  it  proceeds 
by  means  of  a  kind  of  gluten  it  possesses,  to  form  for  itself 
a  dwelling,  and  attaches  itself  to  small  fragments  of  stick, 
sand,  stone,  and  shells,  until  it  has  constructed  a  small, 
rough,  hard  tubular  case,  within  which  it  can  shroud  itself 
completely ;  one  end  is  left  entirely  open,  and  from  this 
the  animal  at  times,  when  it  desires  to  shift  its  position, 
protrudes  its  head  and  feet,  and  travels  along,  drawing 
the  case  after  it.  The  other  end  of  the  case  is  in  many 
species  partially  closed,  leaving  only  a  round  air-hole,  which 
fulfils  a  curious  purpose  in  insect  economy.  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  larva  to  raise  itself  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  by  secreting  within  the  case  a  small  portion  of  air 
sufiicient  to  buoy  up  the  weight  of  itself  and  its  habitation. 
This  portion  of  air  is  secreted  at  the  tail  end  of  the  case, 
and  by  means  of  this,  it  may  often  be  seen  hanging,  as  it 
were,  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  basking  apparently 
tail  upwards.  At  the  least  alarm  or  the  slightest  touch, 
however,  the  air- bubble  is  expelled  by  the  larva  through 
the  round  hole  alluded  to,  and  the  creature  drops  down  at 
once  to  the  bottom.  When  it  is  about  to  change  into  the 
pupa  form,  it  closes  up  the  tube,  and  thus  in  a  sort  of 
cocoon  becomes  a  pupa,  the  wing  cases,  &c.,  being  deve- 
loped, as  in  the  ephemeridse,  but  rather  more  perfectly. 
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When  about  to  change  into  the  imago,  some  of  the  species 
tear  open  the  closed  up  entrance  and  crawl  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  there  abandon  their  case,  and  become  the 
imago.  Some  of  the  smaller  species,  however,  by  the 
power  above  mentioned,  rise  to  the  surface,  and  take  wing 
from  their  cases,  using  them  as  a  sort  of  raft.  These  cases 
are  beautifully  smooth  and  polished  on  the  inside,  and 
well  adapted  to  the  creature's  habits.  The  rest  of  its 
existence  is  similar  to  that  already  described  for  the  ephe- 
meridse,  save  that  it  is  somewhat  more  prolonged.  The 
imago  of  the  green  drake  is  the  so-called  grey  drake, 
while  the  spinners  are  the  imagos  of  the  angler's  dun.  As 
I  am  not  writing  a  work  upon  entomology,  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  occupy  further  space,  by  describing  the  history  of 
the  other  various  orders.  It  will  suffice  to  say,  that  they 
all  more  or  less  go  through  somewhat  similar  transforma- 
tions— egg,  larva,  pupa,  imago  being  the  progress  of  their 
existence,  which  is  carried  out  either  in  the  earth  or  in 
animal  or  vegetable  matters,  the  droppings  of  cattle,  or 
the  bark  of  trees.  Nor  should  I  have  ventured  to  dip  so 
deeply  as  I  have  already  done  into  the  science  of  entomo- 
logy, save  to  dispel  errors  of  belief  and  judgment,  which 
often  produce  in  practice  results  which  are  not  really 
&vourable  to  the  angler's  interests.  I  trust,  however,  that 
these  explanations  may  be  found  so  far  interesting  to  the 
angler  as  to  call  for  no  further  apology  for  their  introduc- 
tion. 

March  is  quite  early  enough  to  begin  fly-fishing ;  for 
though  they  do  begin  in  Devonshire  in  February,  yet,  as 
the  ghost  of  Giles  Scroggins  said  to  Molly,  when  she  ob- 
jected to  go  with  him  because  she  was  not  dead,  *  That's 
no  rule.'  One  of  the  first  flies  found  out,  particularly  in 
the  midland  counties'  streams,  is 

The  February  Red, — ^For  a  representation  of  the  natural 
fly,  see  Plate  VII.  fig.  12.     I  have  the  dressing  of  this  fly 
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from  my  friend  Mr.  Ackers^  the  president  of  the  Leint- 
wardine  Club,  as  it  is  much  in  favour  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  It  belongs  to  the  perlidcBy  and  is  a  member  of 
the  same  family  as  the  great  stone  fly,  the  smaller  willow 
fly,  and  the  still  smaller  needle  brown.  Their  wings,  of 
which  they  have  two  sets,  are  hard,  homy,  and  shining, 

• 

and  are  folded  flat  on  the  back  in  a  very  small  space ;  and, 
though  comparatively  small  looking  insects  when  at  rest, 
when  on  the  wing  their  appearance  is  greatly  increased  by 
the  double  allowance  of  wings.  Body,  two  turns  of  dirty 
claret  red  mohair  at  the  tail,  and  medium  brown  mohair, 
with  a  strand  or  two  of  hare's  ear  and  claret  thrown  in  for 
the  rest  of  the  body.  Hackle,  dark  grizzled  blue  dun 
(cock's) ;  wing,  a  slip  from  the  back  of  the  peahen  ;  hook, 
No.  9  or  10,  or  larger  for  rough  weather. 

The  Blue  Dun  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  4). — This  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  generally  used  flies  in 
the  kingdom.  It  is  known  equally  as  the  early  dark  dun, 
the  hare's  ear,  and  the  cock  tail.  In  Lancashire,  Cum- 
berland, and  that  district,  it  is  the  blue  and  olive  bloa ; 
in  Yorkshire,  the  blue  drake ;  in  Devonshire,  the  hare's 
pluck,  the  hare's  fleck,  and  the  blue  upright ;  in  fact,  its 
names  are  as  endless  as  those  of  the  salmon  fry,  and  it 
is  a  common  favourite  upon  every  river  from  Caithness 
to  Cornwall.  It  varies  slightly  in  colour  according  to 
the  temperature  and  season.  If  the  day  be  cold  and 
bleak,  it  has  a  darker  tinge  than  in  warmer  and  more 
genial  weather.  Grizzled  fibres  pulled  from  the  hare's 
ear  are  favourite  materials  for  the  body,  and  these  are 
warped  in  sometimes  with  yellow  silk  and  sometimes  with 
olive  silk,  so  that  the  colour  may  be  seen  which  gives 
the  variety  required.  This  makes  rather  a  rougher  body 
than  I  like  ;  I  prefer  silk  as  more  natural,  as  the  body  of 
the  fly  is  unquestionably  smooth  and  not  hairy.  So  much, 
however,  do  the  duns,  blue  and  yellow,  vary  in  shade,  that 
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with  perhaps  a  dozen  different  shades  in  my  book,  I  have 
at  times  been  unable  satisfactorily  to  hit  the  exact  hue ; 
and  as  colour  is  more  to  the  fish  than  anything  else,  I 
cannot  recommend  too  strongly  to  the  angler  the  desira- 
bility of  having  a  good  and  complete  selection  of  duns  of 
various  shades.  Such  a  selection  I  find  invaluable,  and  I 
always  endeavour  to  keep  the  stock  up  to  working  order, 
as  one  or  the  other  is  nearly  always  in  the  water.  To 
show  how  confusion  may  arise  by  giving  names  to  the 
various  shades  of  this  fly,  instead  of  simply  treating  them 
as  varied  shades  of  the  same  fly,  I  may  cite,  for  example, 
that  Ephemera,  in  his  March  flies,  reproduces  this  fly 
under  four  different  names — the  early  dark  dun,  the  olive 
fly,  the  dark  hare's  ear,  and  the  hare's  ear  and  yellow ;  a 
little  variety  in  the  shade  is  all  the  real  difference  that 
existfi  between  them. 

For  the  Early  Blue  Dun,  hare's  ear  body  wound  on  with 
olive  silk;  two  turns  of  a  medium  blue  dun  hackle,  just 
dipped  in  onion  dye  •  to  give  it  a  faint  olive  tinge.  Some 
use  no  hackle,  but  pick  out  the  hare's  ear  at  the  breast  for 
legs.  .  A  darkish  bit  of  the  feather  from  the  starling's  wing, 
stained  in  the  same  manner,  and  dressed  rather  upright,  for 
a  wing,  with  a  couple  of  fibres  of  the  hackle  for  the  tail 
(not  too  long),  is  said  to  give  a  reasonably  good  imitation 
of  the  fly.  As  I  have  said,  I  think  the  body  too  rough, 
and  I  prefer  to  dress  it  with  an  olive-coloured  silk  body, 
with  a  fine  thread  of  yellow  silk  for  ribbing.  This  may 
be  hit  off  of  the  right  hue  by  waxing  a  bit  of  light  yellow 
sewing  silk  well  with  cobbler's  wax,  and  then  untwisting  it, 
so  that  a  portion  of  the  interior  or  unwaxed  part  may 
come  to  light.  By  winding  this  on  with  some  care,  a  very 
good  alternation  of  olive  and  pale  yellow  rings  may  be 
made,  and  no  better  blue  dun  body  can  well  be  conceived. 
By  less  waxing  and  more  display  of  the  unwaxed  silk,  the 

*  Made  by  steeping  the  peelings  of  onions  in  water. 
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shade  may  be  easily  lightened.  For  years  I  used  no  other, 
and  I  killed  with  it  all  over  the  kinofdom.  In  all  these 
flies  avoid  over  hackling  them;  it  is  a  grave  fault.  Hooks, 
Nos.  9  and  10,  or  smaller  if  for  very  fine  water.  Aftet 
a  short  existence,  it  changes  into 

The  Red  Spinner,  or  red-tailed  spinner  of  Jackson, 
and  orange  drake  of  Theakstone.  This  is  the  imago 
of  which  the  blue  dun  is  the  pseudimago,  and  after  its 
transformation  it  comes  forth  a  brilliant  and  much  more 
beautiful  insect.  Its  wings,  body,  and  tail  are  longer, 
more  slender,  and  more  lustrous,  its  colour  being  entirely 
changed ;  the  body  being  of  brown  red,  the  legs  red,  and 
the  wings  of  a  bright  steely  hue.  It  is  a  very  lively  and 
strong  flying  insect,  and  though  it  occasionally  comes  on 
the  water  in  the  day-time,  yet  it  more  often  comes  out 
in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  when  it  may  be  seen  dancing  up 
and  down,  rising  and  falling  again  in  a  very  peculiar  and 
striking  manner,  in  thousands.  A  slight  shower  of  rain 
then  will  fill  your  creel  rapidly.  As  the  blue  and  yellow 
duns  vary  in  hue,  so  do  the  spinners  from  a  dark  burnt 
sienna  colour  (almost  red)  to  a  very  light  brown,  the 
wings  ranging  also  from  a  steel  hue,  to  an  almost  trans- 
parent white  like  glass.  The  spinners  are  only  second  ia 
the  estimation  of  the  trout  to  the  duns,  and  a  good  stock 
and  variety  of  them  should  always  be  kept  by  the  angler. 
The  usually  so-called  red  spinner  has  various  costumes 
assigned  to  it ;  few  of  them  are  alike,  probably  because 
there  are  many  spinners  varying  but  slightly.  Ephemera 
gives  one  dressing  of  the  red  spinner ;  Eonalds,  another ; 
Wade,  in  '  Halcyon,'  three  others ;  Jackson,  another ;  and 
Theakstone,  another,  and  hardly  any  of  them  are  alike. 
Body,  dark  red  brown  silk,  ringed  with  fine  gold  thread ; 
legs,  a  red  hackle ;  tail,,  three  wisps  of  the  same ;  wing,  a 
dark  shiny  brown  feather,  the  more  brilliant  and  transparent 
the  better.     This  is  nearer  to  Ephemera's  directions  thaa 
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any  others.  The  body  and  legs  are  all  pretty  plain  sailing, 
but  the  great  difficulty  in  the  fly  rests  in  the  wings.  There 
are  various  feathers  used  for  the  wing  of  this  fly,  none  of 
which,  to  my  mind,  at  all  accurately  represent  it,  for  the 
wings  are  so  brilliant,  sparkling,  and  transparent,  that  a 
mere  mass  of  dull  feather  would  seem  a  hopeless  imitation 
indeed  ;  the  darker  feather  from  a  starling's,  or  rather  from 
a  hen  blackbird's,  wing  is  often  used.  The  inside  part 
of  the  brown  tinged  feather  in  a  jay's  wing,  brown  owl, 
drake,  and  many  others  are  employed ;  but  the  best  imita- 
tion in  feathers,  to  my  mind,  is  conveyed  by  the  dark 
shining  tips  of  a  blue  cock's  hackle — those  which  are 
grizzled  or  freckled  with  a  golden  tinge  at  the  point, 
hitting  oflF  the  resemblance  almost  exactly,  the  open 
fibrous  nature  of  the  hackle  giving  the  glassy  transparency 
so  much  required,  and  which  cannot  be  conveyed  by  any 
other  feather,  the  springiness  and  play  of  the  cock's 
hackle  being  required  here  also.  Hooks,  Nos.  9  and  10.  I 
always  have  my  spinners  dressed  with  the  above  wing  and 
they  answer  admirably. 

The  March  Brown,  or  cob-fly  of  Wales ;  brown  drake, 
Yorkshire  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  3).— This  is  another  very  cele- 
brated fly,  and  when  on,  it  is  a  great  and  deserved  favourite. 
It  is  also  very  generally  known  by  its  name  ^ March  brown;' 
it  comes  on  in  March,  and  lasts,  with  its  metamorphosis, 
the  great  red  spinner,  until  May.  It  can  be  used  at  times 
throughout  the  season,  but  its  advent  is  in  March,  when 
some  waters  positively  swarm  with  it.  It  varies  slightly  in 
size,  and  the  male  and  female  differ  a  little  in  shade  of 
colour,  the  female  having  a  greenish  tinge,  and  being  of  a 
somewhat  lighter  colour.  It  is  a  largish  fly,  and  should 
be  dressed  usually  on  a  No.  8  hook,  though  on  fine  waters 
it  is  dressed  smaller.  Body,  of  a  dark  brown  fur,  hare's 
ear  or  face,  ribbed  with  tawny  yellow  silk  (some  use  straw- 
colour)  ;  legs,  hackle  from  a  partridge's  back  ;  tail,  two 
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strands  of  the  same  ;  wings,  the  dark  mottled  and  blurred 
feather  from  a  cock  pheasant's  wing  (some  use  partridge 
tail,  or  a  mottled  woodcock  feather,  or  the  speckled  feather 
from  a  game  hen's  rump,  but  the  pheasant's  wing  is  the 
best  imitation).  For  the  female,  the  legs  may  be  from 
the  partridge  breast,  the  tail  of  the  same,  and  a  few  shreds 
of  any  olive  fur  may  be  introduced  amongst  the  hare's  ear, 
and  the  wing  may  be  a  shade  lighter  than  that  used  for 
the  male.  If  the  fly  be  on  strongly,  the  angler  will  find 
his  account  in  having  both  male  and  female  on  his  cast. 
This  is  also  an  indispensable  fly  to  the  angler.  As  I  have 
said,  this  fly  changes  into  the  great  red  spinner.  Some 
people  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  great  red  spinner.  I 
have  never  done  a  great  deal  of  business  with  it,  though  it 
is,  no  doubt,  a  good  evening  fly  throughout  the  season,  as, 
indeed,  is  any  other  largish  brown  fly.  It  is  a  strong 
active  fly,  and  not  easily  driven  on  the  water  against  its 
will,  and  the  trout,  therefore,  have  less  opportunity  of 
cultivating  its  acquaintance  than  they  have  of  its  original, 
the  March  brown.  I  do  not  consider  it  an  indispensable 
fly,  but  as  some  do  fancy  it,  it  should  be  dressed  of  the 
same  size  as  the  March  brown,  or  a  size  larger,  with  a 
red  squirrel's  fur  body,  ribbed  with  gold  twist ;  amber-red 
cock's  hackle  for  legs  ;  two  long  strands  of  the  same  for 
the  tail ;  wing,  the  bright  glassy  golden  feather  from  the 
wing  of  a  thrush.  It  is  a  very  elegant  fly,  if  the  fishes  be 
discriminators  of  beauty. 

The  Cow-dung  or  lAon  Fly. — This  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  of  the  land  flies,  particulary  on  windy  days,  such 
as  the  angler  may  expect  in  March  and  April.  Wherever 
there  be  meads  and  cows,  there  the  angler  may  be  sure, 
particularly  in  the  spring,  to  find  the  cow-dung  fly,  and  a 
large  number  may  always  be  observed,  thanks  to  the  wind's 
agency,  upon  the  water,  where,  maugre  their  savoury 
origin,  they  afford  much  delectation  to  the  hungry  trout. 
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Hook,  No.  8  or  9 ;  body,  full  and  fat,  of  tawny  orange 
crewel,  with  a  few  sprigs  of  squirrel's  fur  worked  into  the 
body,  as  it  is  a  hairy  fly ;  legs,  yellowish-red  hackle,  say, 
from  Cochin  China  cock — some  use  a  darker  red  ;  wings 
dressed  close  and  flat  of  the  landrail,  one  of  the  lighter, 
shade  being  chosen.  The  angler  need  not  cast  this  fly  like 
a  zephyr.  Naturally,  when  blown  into  the  water,  it  flops 
in  like  a  beetle,  but  it  immediately  recovers  its  presence  of 
mind,  and  sits  on  the  water,  though  somewhat  stupidly  in 
appearance,  quite  as  if  it  was  used  to  it ;  its  hairiness  pre- 
vents it  from  being  drowned  easily.  It  is  not  indispensable, 
but  sometimes  it  is  a  useful  fly. 

The  Needle  Brown, — This  little  fly,  which,  as  I  have 
already  said,  belongs  to  the  perlidae,  is  only  partially 
treated  of  by  angling  writers.  It  is  the  smallest  of  the 
willow  flies.  Wade  mentions  it  in  'Halcyon'  as  the 
Spanish  needle,  but  without  comment.  Theakstone,  in 
his  capital  little  work  on  the  streams  about  Bipon,  gives 
a  full  account  of  it.  Jackson  mentions  it  as  the  little 
brown ;  but  Bonalds,  Ephemera,  and  Blaine  say  nought 
about  it,  which,  considering  how  widely  the  fly  is  dis- 
persed, is  somewhat  strange ;  possibly  the  difficulty  of 
imitating  it  successfully  has  something  to  do  with  it,  as 
an  old  friend  of  mine  used  to  say  of  it,  who  was  a  great 
frequenter  of  Tweed,  where  it  abounds,  '  A  nasty  little 
nuisance  !  you  can  do  neither  with  it  nor  without  it.' 

It  is  a  great  favourite,  however,  with  the  trout,  and  as 
it  makes  its  appearance  early  and  is  to  be  found  more  or 
less  throughout  the  season,  it  cannot  be  other  than  a  useful 
fly.  On  fine  sunny  days  the  angler  may  often  notice  on 
the  stones,  piles,  posts,  &c.,  by  the  river  side,  a  little  insect 
of  some  half  an  inch  or  more  in  length,  resembling  in  ap- 
pearance a  thin  fragment  of  stick  or  straw,  of  a  steely 
brown  colour.  (Hence  the  name  it  is  sometimes  known 
by — ^the  Spanish  needle.)     Sometimes  it  is  perfectly  still 
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and  quiet,  but  when  disturbed  it  shows  great  activity, 
running  over  the  stones  and  hiding  itself  in  cracks.  On 
fin6  warm  days,  and  later  in  the  season,  they  are  often  very 
abundant.  On  catching  and  examining  the  insect^  the 
angler  will  observe  that  the  wings,  which  are  closely  folded 
over  the  body,  which  they  overlap  at  the  tail,  are  of  a  fine 
shining  brown,  similar  in  colour  and  texture  to  the  wings 
of  the  well-known  alder  fly.  These,  however,  are  only 
the  upper  wings,  under  them,  and  joining  the  body 
about  a  third  of  its  length  down,  is  another  pair  of  wings. 
The  extension  of  these  two  pair  of  wings  when  the  fly 
is  upon  the  wing,  as  I  have  said,  give  this  species 
rather  a  considerable  appearance.  The  moment  it  perches, 
however,  its  prettentious  appearance  vanishes  and  it  be- 
comes but  a  fine  shred  agg.in.  There  are  a  good  many 
varieties  of  this  fly  and  they  vary  in  shade  and  size  as  the 
season  advances.  The  body  is  best  imitated  with  a  fine 
shred  from  the  yellowish  quill  from  a  thrush's  wing ;  for  legs 
a  grizzled  blue  dun  cock's  hackle  ;  the  under  wings  starling's 
feather  (not  too  much  of  it),  and  above  them  two  fine  slips 
of  hen  blackbird's  wing.  I  consider  this  a  useful  fly,  if 
well  and  carefully  dressed,  throughout  the  season,  and 
though  it  can  hardly  be  considered  an  indispensable  one, 
I  have  seen  the  trout  feeding  upon  it  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  every  other  fly.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  arrange- 
ment of  the  wings,  it  is  very  difficult  to  dress,  however,  and 
possibly  if  dressed  buzz  or  hackle-wise  with  about  one-half 
of  the  hackle  fibres  on  the  under  or  breast  side  snipped  off 
(as  indeed  all  buzz  dressed  flies,  except  the  actual  palmers, 
should  be  served),  it  would  be  found  to  kill  better.  Hooks, 
Nos.  11  and  12. 

The  Red  andBlackHackles,  or  Palmers  as  they  are  termed, 
are  especial  favourites  and  quite  a  pi^ce  de  resistance  with 
many  anglers,  more  particularly  the  red  one.  I  rarely  use 
them,  save  for  dace  and  chub,  but  many  anglers  as  rarely 
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fish  without  one  or  the  other  of  them.  As  respects  the 
palmer  theory,  it  appears  to  me  to  invade  the  realms  of 
fancy,  and  Mr.  Eonalds'  beautiful  drawings  of  the  cater- 
pillars of  the  Arctia  Caga,  or  Laciocampa  caterpillars,  &c., 
are,  I  fear,  ingenious  but  misapplied.  .  The  only  palmer  at 
all  answering  to  the  received  notion  is  the  caterpillar  of  the 
tiger-moth,  Arctia  Caga,  an  insect  of  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  length  and  almost  as  thick  as  a  pencil.  I  do  not  deny 
that  for  chub,  palmers  are  dressed  of  that  size  nearly,  but 
how  often  in  the  course  of  a  season  does  the  angler  come 
across  a  tiger-moth  or  his  caterpillar  either  ?  Unless  he 
goes  out  to  hunt  for  them  he  may  not  see  a  dozen.  But  sup- 
pose he  sees  double  or  treble  that  number — in  which  case 
he  would  write  to  the  *  Field,'  probably  to  note  the  great 
and  unusual  abundance  of  tiger-moths  in  his  locality — how 
many  of  them,  at  a  fair  calculation,  will  oblige  the  trout  by 
seeking  out  the  river  side  (for  the  water  does  not  produce 
them)  and  having  labpriously  ascended  one  of  the  trees  on 
the  bank  and  then  with  careful  judgment  and  nice  dis- 
crimination having  selected  the  boughs  most  fitted  for 
the  purpose  as  overhanging  the  water,  relinquish  their 
hold  (a  pretty  firm  one,  by  the  way)  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  dropping  into  the  water  that  they  may  be  gobbled 
up  by  the  trout  below.  This  is  the  only  way  they  can 
get  into  the  water,  for  a  heavy  insect  like  this  is  not 
blown  about  like  a  fly.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  a 
variety  of  caterpillars,  as  well  as  beetles  and  other  in- 
sects, do  not  drop  from  the  trees  into  the  water.  There 
are  many  of  them  which  particularly  affect  such  places 
and  the  kind  of  trees  which  grow  there,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  Arctia  Caga  caterpillar  is  one  of  them,  gardens 
being  its  favourite  locality,  so  much  so  that  the  moth  is 
called  the  garden  tiger.  The  per-centage  of  these  palmers, 
therefore,  which  find  their  way  into  the  rivers  thus  must 
necessarily  be  very  small — so  small,  indeed,  as  to  offer  very 
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few  opportunities  to  the  trout  of  ascertaining  their  flavour ; 
and  it  is  a  very  great  question  if  more  than  one  trout  in  a 
hundred  ever  has  in  his  lifetime  an  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  it,  I  can  only  say  that  in  all  my  ex- 
perience, and  that  is  not  short  or  little,  I  never  remember 
but  once  or  twice  to  have  seen  this  catei'pillar  drifting  on 
the  water,  and  then — ^why  then  I  threw  it  there  myself  to 
experimentalise. 

As  regards  the  taste  of  a  chub  for  them,  all  that  can 
be  said  is,  that  there  is  no  small  animal  or  large  insect 
of  any  kind,  or  imitation  thereof,  which  you  can  throw 
to  him  which  he  will  not  seize  and  devour  with  avidity ; 
and  I  equally  believe  that  there  is  nothing  that  can 
be  dressed  with  fur  and  feathers  in  the  shape  of  insect 
or  fly  which  some  trout  or  other  will  not  be  rash  enough 
to  dash  at,  at  times.  WTiat  is  more  common  than  for  a 
trout  to  lay  hold  of  a  salmon  fly  half  as  big  as  himself. 
What  does  he  mistake  that  for  ?  For  the  tiger-moth  itself 
possibly,  upon  which  he  is  so  in  the  habit  of  feeding.  Grant- 
ing even  the  palmer  theory,  can  the  trout  mistake  the 
small  insect  dressed  with  some  three  turns  of  a  red  hackle 
and  half  a  strand  of  herl  for  a  huge  hairy  caterpillar  of 
more  than  a  dozen  times  its  size.  Is  this  reasonable,  or  is 
it  not  simple  nonsense  ?  Then,  it  is  often  called  the  coch 
y  bondu  when  dressed  with  a  hackle  with  a  black  centre. 
Now,  if  this  really  be  meant  for  an  imitation  of  the  coch 
y  bondu,  it  is  a  very  bad  one.  The  coch  y  bondu, 
which  is  identical  with  the  Brechan  chock,  the  Marlow 
buzz,  the  shorn  fly,  the  fern  webb,  &c.,  &c.,  is  not  a  fly 
or  palmer  but  a  winged  beetle,  like  unto  a  very  small 
cockchafer,  and  which  makes  its  appeaxance  in  some  loca- 
lities (for  it  is  very  local  and  abounding  sometimes  on  one 
or  two  miles  of  a  river  and  absent  from  the  next  one 
or  two)  in  the  balmy  airs  of  June.  Yet  we  use  this  fly 
even  in  February,  and  it  takes.     We  use  it,  moreover,  as 
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the  cock  y  bondu  on  rivers  where  the  natural  insect  is 
never  seen,  and  still  it  takes  well  at  times.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  fish  mistake  it  either  for  a  water 
^spider  or  the  larva  of  some  fly  which  it  may  possibly  re- 
semble. There  are  many  spiders,  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out,  which  lead  an  aquatic  existence,  and  I  am  very  much 
of  Mr.  Stewart's  opinion  that  the  angler  does  not  suffi- 
ciently take  these  useful  aids  to  his  art  under  his  consi- 
deration. But  although  I  can  speak  tolerably  positively 
as  to  what  it  is  not  mistaken  for,  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak 
nearly  so  positively  as  to  what  it  is  mistaken  for.  Spider, 
beetle,  or  larva,  it  is  a  very  useful  insect  to  the  angler,  and 
though,  as  I  have  said,  I  use  it  more  for  dace  and  chub 
than  trout  myself,  many  anglers  hold  a  difierent  opinion 
of  it,  and  dressed  with  a  full  body  of  peacock  herl  on  a 
No.  8,  9,  or  10  hook,  and  three  or  four  turns  of  a  fine 
blood-red  cock's  hackle,  it  will  do  some  execution  from 
March  till  October,*  If  the  angler  likes  the  coch  y  bondu 
theory  he  can  dress  it  with  a  hackle  with  a  black  centre  to 
it,  when  it  will  kill  equally  well,  sometimes  better.  A 
further  description  of  the  coch  y  bondu  will  be  found 
subsequently.  The  black  hackle  is  tied  in  the  same  way 
and  of  the  same  size  with  a  black  cock's  hackle  and  pea- 
cock's herl  mixed  with  black  ostrich,  but  it  is  a  less  useful 
fly;  indeed,  I  seldom  employ  it  at  all  on  our  southern 
rivers. 

There  are  other  flies  recommended  for  March  by  various 
writers  which  may  be  adopted  if  the  angler  thinks  fit. 
Mr.  Eonalds  recommends  the  peacock  fly,  which  is  rather 
a  winged  beetle  than  a  fly.  It  is  rather  local  in  its  cha- 
racter but  is  pretty  plentiful  where  it  is  found.  Body, 
bronze  peacock's  herl  dressed  with  mulberry  silk;  wing, 

*  For  chub  the  palmers  are  dressed  upon  No.  6  and  7  hooks  and  often 
have  as  many  as  two  hackles  laid  on  to  make  them  very  bushy. 
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the  darkest  part  of  a  starling's  wing;  legs,  a  hackle  stained 
dark  purple,  appearing  black,  but  when  held  up  to  the 
light  having  a  dark  tortoiseshell  hue;  hook,  No.  11  or  12. 
The  angler  will  usually  find,  however,  that  for  March  he 
need  not  go  far  beyond  one  or  two  shades  of  the  blue  dun, 
the  March  brown,  the  red  spinner,  the  cow-dung,  and  the 
coch  y  bondu.     The  rest  he  may  have,  these  he  must. 

April. — For  this  month  the  best  flies  are  those  which 
I  have  named  for  the  last  one,  all  of  which  may  still  be 
depended  on.  But  there  are  many  other  excellent  flies 
which  make  their  appearance  this  month.  Chief  amongst 
them  is 

The  Yellow  DuUj  yellow-legged  bloa  of  Jackson,  hare's 
ear  and  yellow,  &c.  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  6). — I  am  almost 
inclined  to  think  that  the  yellow  dun  is  but  a  modification 
or  sort  of  second  crop  of  the  blue  dun ;  at  any  rate  it  bears 
a  very  close  relationship  to  it.  It  seems  to  prefer  warmer 
weather  than  the  blue  dun,  and  comes  on  more  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  than  at  morning  or  evening.  It  should 
be  dressed  of  the  same  size  as  the  blue  dun.  The  body  is 
of  an  olive-yellow.  Take  a  shred  of  yellow  silk,  wax  it 
lightly  with  a  bit  of  the  light  wax  (see  white  wax  receipt), 
and  then  unravel  it,  and  wind  it  on  the  hook  for  the  body. 
The  centre  of  the  silk  which  has  not  been  touched  by  the 
wax  will,  as  I  have  shown  in  the  blue  dun,  show  a  brighter 
coil  here  and  there,  which  will  give  the  brighter  yellow 
rings  or  joints  in  the  body.  Contrive,  if  possible,  when 
thus  laying  it  on,  to  make  the  yellowest  portions  show  on 
the  belly,  and  the  darker  or  more  olive  hue  caused  by  the 
wax  more  visible  upon  the  back,  as  the  back  of  the  fly  is 
of  a  darker  tinge  than  the  belly.  If  this  be  neatly  and 
properly  done,  it  gives  a  capital  imitation  of  the  body. 
Some  writer?  recommend  mohair  and  crewels,  but  this 
cannot  be  a  good  imitation,  because  the  body  is  smooth 
and  shiny,  and  not  in  the  least  rough,  added  to  which. 
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crewels  and  such  materials  should  never  be  used  for  these 
flies  if  they  can  be  avoided,  as  they  suck  up  a  good  deal  of 
water,  and  make  the  fly  lumpy  and  heavy.  The  legs 
should  be  made  of  a  delicate  honey  dun  hen's  hackle. 
This  hackle  has  a  dull,  pale,  smoky  bluish  centre  and 
golden  tips,  which  show  more  plainly  when  held  up  to 
the  light.  It  is  rather  a  scarce  feather  to  obtain,  and 
the  owners  of  hens  which  produce  it  in  perfection  are 
rather  choice  over  them,  and  therefore  if  the  angler  can- 
not get  it,  he  may  use  the  hackle  of  a  light  buflf  Cochin 
China  hen,  which  practically  does  almost  as  well.  To  vary 
the  shade,  if  the  body  be  at  all  dark,  use  a  pale  blue  dun 
hackle.  The  wing  should  be  taken  from  the  wing  of  a 
young  starling,  being  a  lighter  colour  and  having  a  finer 
texture  than  that  of  an  old  one.  The  tail  is  short  and 
limp,  and  is  best  imitated  by  leaving  about  half  an  inch  of 
a  couple  of  the  untwisted  strands  of  the  silk  of  which  the 
body  is  composed,  or  the  angler  may  use  two  strands  of 
the  buff  Cochin  hackle.  Hooks,  No.  9  and  10  or  smaller. 
This  fly,  which  is  also  indispensable  to  the  angler,  after 
a  few  days  changes  its  coat  and  becomes 

The  Brown  Spinner. — This  is  another  capital  fly.  It  is 
very  similar  to  the  red  spinner,  and  may  be  dressed  very 
Uke  it,  save  that  the  body  should  be  made  of  not  so  red 
but  of  lighter  and  browner  silk,  ribbed  with  fine  gold  wire. 
The  hackle  should  be  of  a  lighter  red,  not  such  a  blood- 
red  as  the  red  spinner,  and  the  wing  should  also  be  of  a 
shade  or  two  lighter  hue.  It  will  be  found  more  plentiful 
towards  the  afternoon  and  evening.  The  angler  will  find 
his  accoimt  in  using  the  red  spinner  when  the  blue  dun 
has  been  on  in  the  day,  and  the  brown  one  when  the  yellow 
dun  has  prevailed.     There  is  also 

A  Larger  TeUow  Dun. — I  call  it  a  yellow  dan  because 
it  very  much  resembles  the  fly  I  have  mentioned  above, 
and   not    because    it  is  the  same   fly,   for   I   doubt  if 
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it  belongs  to  the  same  family.  In  some  places  it  is 
called  the  large  blue.  It  wpuld  more  appropriately  be 
termed  the  large  yellow.  It  should  be  dressed  of  one  or 
perhaps  two  sizes  larger  than  the  yellow  dun,  and  with  a 
more  prevalent  olive  tinge ;  in  other  respects,  the  dress- 
ing given  above  may  be  tolerably  closely  observed.  Mr. 
Eonalds,  in  speaking  of  this  fly,  does  not  appear  to  esti- 
mate it  very  highly,  but  it  is  a  capital  fly  nevertheless, 
and  may  be  used  throughout  the  season  with  great  advan- 
tage, as  I  have  seen  it  favourably  noticed  upon  the  water 
even  in  the  month  of  September. 

The  next  best  fly  to  my  mind — and  it  is  a  great  favourite 
of  mine  when  it  comes  on — is  the 

Little  Iron-blue  Dun  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  7). — ^The  iron- 
blue  drake  of  Theakstone;  little  iron-blue,  &c.,  &c.,  of 
Wade  (who  has  more  than  a  dozen  difierent  dressings 
and  names  for  this  fly),  little  dark  bloa  of  Jackson,  little 
dark  dun,  &c.,  &c.  Jackson  does  not  give  this  fly  till 
June,  though  all  other  authors  introduce  it  in  April. 
Nevertheless,  he  does  give  its  transformation  or  imago  in 
May.  It  comes  on  whenever  there  is  a  glint  of  sunshine 
on  the  cold  and  windy  days  towards  the  end  of  April,  and 
the  trout  appear  very  averse  to  let  any  of  them  escape. 
The  angler  may  be  wondering  at  the  dullness  of  the  fish. 
All  perhaps  has  been  quiet,  he  has  hardly  taken  a  fish  or 
seen  rise  for  half  an  hour.  Suddenly  he  hears  a  '  plop ; ' 
then  another.  He  looks  about,  and  discovers  an  iron-blue 
or  two  on  the  stream.  They  are  the  advanced  guard. 
Anon  the  main  army  comes  on,  and  down  the  water  they 
sail  in  scores,  sitting  lightly  and  saucily  on  the  surface, 
the  neatest,  cleanest,  and  most  bloodthirsty-looking  little 
fellows.  On  they  come,  whirling  about  on  the  eddying  cur- 
rent, now  head  up  stream  and  now  down.  Plop,  plop,  plop, 
the  trout  are  rising  in  all  directions ;  the  fun  grows  fast 
and  furious.     Well  betide  the  angler  then  if  he  has  a  stock 


HOW   TO   DRESS  ONE.  183 

of  them  well  and  neatly  tied  upon  the  finest  weed-coloured 
gut,  for  in  the  next  half  hour  many  a  fin  shall  flap  and 
tail  shall  wag  beneath  his  bending  rod,  which  never  shall 
wag  more.  Useless  then  your  blue  and  yellow  duns ;  use- 
less all  your  March  browns  and  spinners — the  trout  will 
not  look  at  them.  Essay  a  cast  of  them  over  yonder  fine 
fellow  that  has  risen  a  score  of  times  under  the  bank 
there,  while  you  have  been  changing  flies  in  vain  (not 
having  our  little  dark  friend  in  your  store).  There,  you 
cover  him  with  the  bob  fly,  and  up  he  comes.  You  need 
not  strike,  for  no  answering  twitch  follows  the  sudden  rise. 
He  merely  took  an  iron-blue  within  an  inch  of  your  bob. 
And  there,  as  I  live,  ere  the  stretcher  is  well  over  him,  he 
has  taken  another  !  How  they  are  rising  to  be  sure !  and 
how  desperately  provoking  it  is  that  not  one  of  them  all 
will  look  at  you.  Suddenly,  as  if  by  magic,  all  is  still. 
Every  trout  has  left  oflF  rising.  Who  would  believe,  to 
look  at  the  bosom  of  that  placid  stream  now  undimpled 
by  a  rise  or  a  ripple  that  but  a  bare  half  minute  since  it 
was  all  in  a  break  and  turmoil  with  the  splash  and  rising 
of  ravenous  monsters?  To  look  at  the  stream  now  no 
one  would  think  there  is  a  trout  in  it.  You  know  better 
though ;  and  now  if  you  have  the  skill  and  the  patience, 
sit  down  in  some  sheltered  nook,  pull  out  your  fly  book, 
choose  your  finest  hooks  and  gut  (hook,  No.  11  or  12), 
and  set  to  work.  Have  you  an  old  fly  with  a  mole's 
fur  body,  or  any  silk  for  that  colour,  or  even  a  shade 
lighter,  as  the  fly  varies  from  light  lead  colour  to  mole's 
fur?  Good !  on  with  it ;  not  too  fast  nor  too  thick,  how- 
ever. The  shank  of  your  hook  will  be  almost  sufficient 
for  the  tail  end  of  the  body,  and  will  be  almost  of  the 
right  colour.  Now^  two  turns  of  a  dark  slate-blue  dun 
hackle,  and  now,  almost  upright,  a  wing  composed  of  very 
fine  dark  smoky  blue,  or  lead-coloured  feather.  Wade 
recommends  the  small  feather  in  the   cormorant's   wing 
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or  the  tomtit's  tail ;  Bonalds^  cormorant,  tomtit  wing,  or 
breast  of  water-hen;  Theakstone,  breast  of  water-hen; 
and  Jackson,  wing  of  water-hen;  so  the  tyer  can  take 
his  choice.  The  fact  is,  the  wing  varies  in  darkness  or 
lightness,  as  does  both  the  body  and  hackle.  Tail,  did 
you  say  ?  True,  we  had  forgotten  the  tail,  but  it  is  not  of 
much  consequence,  and  I  as  often  use  it  without  as  with, 
as  the  tail  in  the  living  insect  is  struck  upwards  from  the 
water,  and,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  is  unnoticed  by  the 
trout.  However,  as  it  is  well  to  have  your  fly  perfect  if 
you  wish  it,  tie  in  at  the  end  of  the  whipping  a  couple  of 
strands  of  a  lighter  hackle  than  the  one  you  use.  The 
natural  insect  has  rather  a  prominent  head,  and  eyes  of  a 
bright  brown  colour,  and  if  you  like  to  take  half  a  turn  of 
reddish  squirrel  fur  at  the  extreme  shoulder  it  will  im- 
prove the  fly.  The  iron-blue  comes  out  on  bleak  days 
early  in  the  season,  when  there  is  a  glint  of  sunshine ; 
but  there  is  another  little  dark  dun  which  much  resembles 
the  iron-blue,  but  is  not  so  dark,  being  a  shade  or  two 
lighter  throughout,  and  the  body  should  be  lightly  ribbed 
with  fine  straw-coloured  silk.  This  fly,  often  taken  for 
the  iron-blue,  comes  on  several  times  later  in  the  season. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  it  may  be  a  reproduction  of 
the  iron-bluCj  as  the  iron-blues  themselves  vary  in  depth 
of  colour  slightly,  being  lighter  on  one  river  than  an- 
other. It  is  a  valuable  lure,  and  the  angler  should  have 
two  or  three  shades  of  it,  for  I  have  often  been  puzzled, 
though  having  difierent  shades,  in  hitting  the  exact  hue, 
and  colour  is,  as  I  have  before  said,  a  great  point  with 
the  trout.  And  now  look  sharp,  for  half  an  hour  has 
possibly  passed  while  you  have  been  rummaging  out  your 
materials  and  tying  your  fly ;  and  see,  a  fresh  detachment 
of  the  iron-blues  are  sailing  down  the  water,  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  quiet  enough  but  a  few  minutes  since, 
is  again  alive  with  fish ;  and,  as  I  live,  there  is  your  fat 
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friend,  who  so  contemptuously  left  your  cast  unnoticed  a 
while  agone,  as  busy  as  ever.  Now  for  it — deftly,  deftly  I 
Well  cast,  and  lightly.  Ha!  again ^ he  rises,  and  this 
time  you  are  revenged  for  his  previous  contempt,  for  you 
have  him  fast  under  '  a  severe  course  of  steel '  that  shall 
speedily  tame  his  rampant  energy.  So :  safe  at  last  I  A 
beauty,-  and  two  honest  pounds  in  weight,  as  I  am  a  living 
angler  and  a  sinner.  Bravo  1  he  will  grace  your  basket 
right  worthily ;  but  lose  no  time  in  looking  at  him,  you 
will  have  time  for  that  anon,  when  the  fish  have  ceased 
rising  again.  Always  make  hay  as  fast  as  you  can  while 
the  sun  shines  and  the  iron-blues  are  coming,  swirling 
thick  and  fast,  and  luck  be  with  you,  brother  angler. 
Three  cheers  for  your  iron-blue !  may  it  be  the  True  Blue  I 
This  is  also  an  indispensable  servant  of  the  angler's. 

After  a  few  days  the  iron-blue  casts  his  coat,  and  you 
may  find  yours,  perhaps,  on  some  warm  evening,  covered 
with  the  small  flecks  of  their  whitish  exuviae,*  and  swarms 
of  a  beautiful  little  insect  are  careering  around  you.  This 
is  the  delicate  little 

Jenny  Spinner  or  Spinning  Jenny. — Curiously  enough, 

♦  This  more  particularly  occurs  with  the  later  broods  of  the  iron-blue, 
which  come  on  in  June  and  early  in  July.  Mr.  Eonalds  says  upon  this 
point :  *  A  little  dark  dun  with  a  brown  head,  not  exactly  similar  to,  but 
very  much  like  the  Iron  Blue,  is  found  in  August,  and  then  a  Spinner  like 
the  Jenny  Spinner  has  an  orange-coloured  head,  and  the  extremity  of  its 
body  a  lighter  colour. 

*  There  is  also  upon  some  waters  a  rather  smaller  ephemeral  fly,  similar 
in  colour  to  the  Jenny  Spinner,  whose  metamorphosis  does  not  change  much, 
in  tint,  from  ih^  original.  It  is  to  be  found  in  some  seasons,  upon  the 
Blythe,  in  Staffordshire ;  but  upon  lake  Tal-^-llyn,  in  North  Wales,  this 
insect  is  so  numerous,  on  warm  evenings,  as  to^  form  clouds,  settling  upon 
the  dress  of  a  person  passing  by  the  lake  (or  upon  any  other  object),  where, 
in  fiye  or  ten  minutes,  it  changes  its  coat,  leaving  the  old  one  upon  the 
dress,  &c.,  which,  if  of  a  dark  colour,  becomes  spangled  with  seemingly  white 
spots.  The  tail  increases  to  quite  four  times  its  original  length  when  this 
change  takes  place.' 

I  have  seen  this  strikingly  exemplified  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Test. 
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while  Jackson  does  not  give  the  iron-blue,  he  gives  its 
imago,  under  the  name  of  the  little  white  spinner,  and  he 
places  it  early  in  May.  By  Theakstone  it  is  called  the 
pearl-drake.  Ephemera  does  not  mention  it  at  all,  nor, 
although  I  know  he  had  a  good  opinion  of  it,  does  he  men- 
tion its  origin,  the  iron-blue.  Wade  calls  it  the  evening 
bloa.  It  is  not  at  all  an  easy  insect  to  imitate,  so  trans- 
parent are  its  colours,  and  so  slender  its  proportions. 
It  is  almost  as  great  a  favourite  with  the  trout,  how- 
ever, as  in  its  earlier  form.  Imprimis,  the  tail  is  to 
be  made  of  two  strands  of  a  light  blue  dun  hackle. 
The  body  is  peculiar  :  at  the  head  and  tail  it  is  of  a  bright 
brown  colour ;  the  middle  part,  however,  is  of  a  limpid 
watery  white.  This  is  generally  very  badly  imitated  by  a 
few  turns  of  dead  white  floss  silk,  which  is  about  as  like  it 
as  a  drumhead  is  to  a  window-pane.  A  clear  horsehair  or 
a  shred  of  fine  gut  wound  round  may  bear  some  resem- 
blance to  it.  But  the  head  and  tail  parts  must  be  of  bright 
orange-brown  silk :  about  two  turns  of  finest  sewing  silk, 
just  enough  to  show  clearly.  The  wings — ah  I  the  wings! 
What  shall  we  do  to  imitate  their  clear,  delicate,  watery 
transparency  ?  The  tips  of  two  very  pale  light  blue  hackles 
might  perhaps  come  near  it.  The  usual  way,  however,  is — 
as  both  Theakstone  and  Mr.  Eonalds  recommend — to  dress 
the  fly  hackle  fashion,  or  buzz,  as  it  is  termed,  with  the 
lightest,  silveriest  dun  hackle  to  be  got.  If  this  fly  could 
be  well  imitated,  which  it  cannot,  it  would  be  a  valuable 
one,  but  hitherto  our  imitations  are  but  sorry  afiairs,  and 
the  fish  appear  to  know  it  too,  for  although  rising  greedily 
at  the  natural  fly,  they  do  not  greatly  favour  the  imitation, 
even  at  the  best,  as  they  will  do  that  of  flies  more  easily 
imitated. 

The  Black  Onat — This  would  be  another  very  useful 
fly,  but  is  also  diflBcult  to  imitate  from  its  exceeding  dimi- 
nutiveness.      This   fly  has  been  called   *the  fisherman's 


THE   HAWTHORN   AND   GRAVEL   BED.  187 

curse,'  because  when  the  fish  are  rising  at  it  well,  they 
are  said  to  seldom  take  the  imitation  or  any  other  fly. 
Still  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  sport  with  it,  when  but  a 
feWy  or  indeed  none  of  therriy  have  been  on  the  water  ; 
I  confess,  however,  when  they  are  on  very  thickly,  and  the 
trout  have  been  taking  them  freely  or  almost  exclusively, 
that  I  have  found  my  imitation  though  not  altogether 
useless,  yet  greatly  at  a  discount.  Nevertheless,  as  I 
have  said,  it  is  occasionally  a  useful  fly,  when  it  dwells 
rather  in  the  trout's  memory  than  his  eye,  and  I  know 
good  anglers  who  are  even  very  partial  to  the  use  of  it, 
and  who  as  often  put  it  into  their  cast  as  any  other  fly. 
Choose  your  smallest  hooks,  take  a  black  ostrich  herl  with 
the  shortest  fibre  you  can  find — if  not  short  enough,  clip 
the  body  when  tied  up  with  a  fine  pair  of  scissors ;  two 
turns  of  a  very  small  black  hackle  for  legs  ;  some  eschew 
legs  altogether — it  certainly  makes  the  fly  less  bulky. 
Wings,  two  very  fine  clear  slips  of  a  starling's  feather,  and 
dressed  as  low  and  flat  as  you  can  conveniently  fix  them. 
The  fly  is  hardly  abundant  until  the  warmer  suns  of  May 
bring  it  forth,  but  then  it  sometimes  is  very  thickly  on. 
On  a  hook  three  sizes  larger  put  the  same  dressing,  the 
body  being,  of  course,  comparatively  stouter,  with  wings 
and  legs  to  match,  or  you  may  use  a  dark  lead-blue  dun 
hackle,  and  you  have 

The  Hawthorn  Fly  (see  Plate  VIL  fig.  18).— A  land  fly 
but  at  times  by  no  .means  a  useless  ally  of  the  angler's 
where  hedges  abound.  Both  the  above  flies  are  found 
more  plentifully  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  Gravel  Bed  or  Spider  Fly  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  17). 
— ^This  fly  is  rather  a  local  fly,  and  is  not  found  upon 
every  river,  but  when  it  is  found  it  is  a  great  favourite 
with  the  fish;  but  it  is  capricious  even  in  these  places 
on  dark  cold  days,  scarcely  showing  at  all.  But  let  an 
hour  of  warm  sunshine  break  forth,  and  they  come  creep- 
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ing  from  their  holes  to  the  great  delight  of  the  hungry 
trout.  They  abound  on  the  Usk  in  South  Wales,  and  on 
many  of  the  Derbyshire  streams  they  are  found,  but  less 
plentifully.  On  sedgy  rivers,  flowing  over  a  loamy  or 
muddy  bed  they  are  not  found.  Hook,  No.  10 ;  body  fine, 
of  dark  slate  or  lead-coloured  floss  silk ;  legs  very  long, 
almost  as  long  as  the  hook,  a  black  cock's  hackle,  but  not 
too  much  of  it — two  turns  are  fully  suflScient ;  wings,  two 
fine  slips  from  the  woodcock's  wing,  dressed  close  and  flat. 
All  of  the  last  three  flies  belong  to  the  order  of  diptera, 
the  last  two  to  the  family  of  tipulidae  or  crane  flies,  of  which 
the  Daddy  or  Harry  Longlegs  is  a  prominent  member. 
This  family  have  but  two  wings,  which  are  either  expanded, 
as  in  the  longlegs,  or  incumbent,  that  is,  resting  partly  on 
the  body,  as  in  the  two  specimens  depicted,  and  they  are 
devoid  of  the  two  small  supplementary  wing^  called  poisers, 
which  may  be  seen  in  all  the  ephemeridse. 

Tlte  Sand  Fly  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  14).--This  is  a  fly 
which  has  found  many  patrons.  It  is  one  of  the  numerous 
class  of  phryganidae,  the  natural  history  and  character- 
istics of  which  I  have  already  suflSciently  described.  The 
sand-fly  is  a  pretty  taking  looking  fly;  it  is  a  general 
favourite,  being  a  native  of  most  streams.  Some  anglers 
never  try  it,  and  though  I  often  use  it  I  never  find 
it  very  deadly,  and  I  fancy  there  are  flies  of  the  same 
class  which  I  like  better,  and  there  are  so  many  other  flies 
on  at  this  time  of  the  year  one  need  not  use  it,  unless  a 
special  fancy  for  it  be  indulged  in.  Dress  it  on  a  No.  10 
hook  of  reddish  fur  from  a  hare's  poll,  mixed  well  with 
buff"  fur,  to  give  it  the  sandy  tinge ;  legs,  hackle  from  buflF 
Cochin  hen ;  wings,  two  scraps  of  starling,  with  two 
larger  slips  of  landrail's  reddish  wing  feather  over  the 
starling. 

Tlie  Orannom  or  GreentaiL — This  is  another  member 
of  the  phryganidae.     It  has,  like  the  last,  a  great  name 
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with  some  anglers,  and  on  some  streams  it  is  very  abundant, 
though  its  duration  is  rather  limited.  I  must  confess  that 
I  have  not  that  faith  in  it  which  it  may  probably  deserve. 
Size,  same  as  the  last  fly  or  one  size  smaller.  Body, 
hare's  ear  and  water-rat  fur  mixed,  the  former  prevailing ; 
at  the  tail  a  turn  or  two  of  green  floss  silk  to  finish  ofi* 
and  give  the  green  tail,  which  is,  in  reality,  a  mass  of  eggs 
about  to  be  deposited  by  the  insect,  and  which  have  that 
tinge;  legs,  a  grizzled  blue  dun  hackle  wing,  from  the 
rump  of  a  brown  speckled  game  hen.  This  fly  lasts  but 
for  some  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  in  the  earlier  part  of 
April,  though  others  of  a  similar  species,  with  the  green 
peculiarity  at  the  tail,  appear  later  in  the  season,  towards 
the  end  of  April  or  early  in  May.     Hook,  No.  11. 

The  Sedge  Fly. — This  is  a  capital  fly  for  all  the  southern 
and  mid-county  rivers  throughout  the  summer,  and  kills 
better  later  on  them  now ;  on  the  Itchin,  Test,  Darenth, 
and  Kennet,  it  will  kill  well.  It  much  resembles  the  sand 
fly,  but  is  larger  and  prevails  more.  The  body  is  of  light 
buS*  crewel ;  the  hackle  which  runs  from  tail  to  head  is  a 
pale  red  hackle — a  fine  gold  wire  is  usually  run  up  over 
the  hackle  the  reverse  way ;  the  wings  are  full,  and  are 
starling  under  wing  and  landrail  upper  wing.  Hooks, 
Nos.  8  and  9.  It  is  occasionally  dressed  both  smaller  and 
larger  however. 

The  Quill  Ghnat — spent  gnat  in  Hampshire — makes  its 
appearance  late  in  April  and  runs  on  into  May,  and  a  very 
pretty,  useful  little  insect  it  is.  It  may  be  seen  sailing  up 
and  down  in  small  flocks  of  a  dozen  or  two,  as  the  days  graw 
milder,  and  the  spring  grows  general,  steadied  in  its  flight 
by  its  long  tail,  which  is  very  long  for  the  size  of  the  insect. 
The  hook  should  be  No.  10  or  11 ;  the  body  composed  of 
a  strip  of  the  quill  from  a  starling's  feather  neatly  rolled 
on ;  legs,  dark  blue  dun  cock's  hackle ;  wing,  bright  star- 
ling's wing.     Pull  the  tail  oflF  and  the  fly  will  pass  muster 
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fairly  for  many    other    small   flies,   which   it  somewhat 
resembles,  throughout  the  season. 

The  flies  which  I  consider  indispensable  for  April,  in 
conjunction  with  those  for  March,  are  the  yellow  dun, 
brown  spinner,  iron -blue  (two  shades)  ;  the  black  and  quill 
gnats ;  the  sand  fly  or  the  sedge,  the  latter  preferred ;  and, 
where  they  are  abundant,  the  gravel  bed  and  grannom  can- 
not be  omitted. 

Mat. — The  Stone  Fly  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  11)  is  now  out 
in  considerable  numbers  where  it  is  found.  A  few  may 
be  found  towards  the  end  of  April,  but  early  in  May  is  the 
more  favourite  period  for  its  full  appearance.  It  is  used 
naturally  by  daping  or  dibbing  principally,  but  on  windy 
days  the  artificial  fly  will -often  be  found  useful.  This  fly 
runs  upon  the  wat^r  as  easily  and  nimbly  as  on  the  land, 
and  with  its  double  wings  up  may  often  be  seen  half  flut- 
tering, half  running,  making  its  way  at  a  rapid  pace  across 
the  stream,  seldom  remaining  quiescent,  as  do  so  many 
other  flies  when  sitting  on  the  water's  surface,  essaying  a 
flight  for  which  its  heavy  body  is  not  very  favourable, 
down  it  plumps  on  the  water,  and  away  it  scuttles  at  a 
great  pace  to  the  nearest  bank.  The  angler  may  therefore 
freely  work  his  imitation,  the  liveliness  he  thus  imparts 
to  it  being  perfectly  natural  and  just. 

On  some  rivers  it  is  called  the  May  fly,  but  the  green 
drake  has  a  prior  claim  to  the  title,  though  possibly  not 
a  better  one,  as  the  green  drake  seldom  appears  in  large 
numbers  until  June  has  commenced.  The  female  stone 
&y^  is  much  larger  than  the  male,  and  is  the  one  principally 
used  by  anglers.  The  hook  should  be  No.  7,  or  No.  6 
may  even  be  used.  Body,  large  and  full  of  mixed  hare's 
ear  and  water-rat  with  a  few  strands  of  dirty  yellow  mo- 
hair worked  in,  the  tail  part  being  exclusively  of  a  some- 
what brighter  yellow  ribbed  distinctly  with  yellow  silk ; 
legs,  a  grizzled  dark  blue  dun  cock's  hackle;  tail,  two 
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strands  of  a  brown  mallard's  feather  ;  wing,  hen  pheasant's 
wing.  The  horns  or  feelers  on  the  stone  fly  are  very 
marked,  and  if  it  be  thought  desirable  to  have  them,  may 
be  dressed  upright  of  two  rabbit's  whiskers.  The  larva  of 
this  fly  is  used  for  fishing  even  more  than  the  fly ;  it  is 
called  the  crab  or  creieper.     (See  creeper-fishing.) 

The  Oak  Fly,  called  also  the  cannon  fly,  the  down- 
hill or  down-looker,  &c.,  from  its  habit  of  always  sitting 
with  its  head  downwards  towards  the  ground.  It  is 
amusing  to  see  with  what  certainty  this  fly  will  assume 
this  particular  posture  :  no  matter  in  what  way  it  perches 
on  post  or  tree,  it  immediately  wheels  round  until  it  has 
taken  up  its  favourite  position,  in  which  it  remains  until 
disturbed. 

This  fly  has  a  very  high  character  from  some  anglers. 
Ephemera,  especially,  appears  to  have  been  very  fond  of  it, 
and  in  windy  weather  it  may  prove  an  attractive  lure ;  on 
fine  still  days,  however,  as  it  is  not  strictly  a  water  fly,  it  is 
not  found  so  plentifully  upon  the  water.  Being  a  largish 
fly  it  may  be  used  advantageously  for  daping  perhaps ;  I 
have  often  tried  the  imitation,  but  never  did  much  with 
it,  even  when  the  natural  fly  was  abundant  on  the  grass 
and  bushes  by  the  river  side.  However,  as  it  certainly 
has  a  high  character,  I  suppose  somehow  and  in  some 
places  it  must  have  earned  it,  so  I  give  it  for  its  legendary 
character,  which  shows  the  value  of  character ;  for,  from 
my  own  experience  I  should  certainly  omit  it.  Hook, 
No.  9  or  10 ;  body,  orange  floss  silk.  The  legs  should 
be  composed  of  a  furnace  hackle,  i.  e.  a  dark  red  hackle 
with  a  streak  of  black  up  the  centre ;  this  should  be 
tied  in  at  the  tail  and  wound  up  to  the  shoulders,  the 
hackle  should  then  be  snipped  off"  short  all  up  the  body, 
leaving  visible  but  spiral  rings  of  the  short  black  stubs. 
Enouffh  of  the  hackle  should  be  left  on  at  the  shoulders 
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to  form  the  legs.     Wings,  from  the*  woodcock  or  hen 
pheasant's  wing. 

The  Little  Blue,  Sky  Blue,  &c. — This  is  a  small  dun  which 
comes  on  this  month  ;  the'  fish  are  very  fond  of  it,  and  it 
would  be  a  very  valuable  fly  to  the  angler  if  it  were  more 
possible  to  imitate  it  properly,  which  is  a  most  difficult 
matter  from  its  diminutiveness  and  extreme  delicacy  and 
transparency.  The  best  way  to  dress  it  is  on  a  No.  12  or  13 
hook :  for  the  body,  pale  buff  mohair  wound  on  very  closely 
and  neatly,  a  strand  or  two  being  left  out  for  the  legs ; 
tail,  two  strands  of  a  buff  hackle ;  wings,  of  the  finest  and 
brightest  pale  blue  feather  that  can  be  got.  The  tern 
or  sea-swallow  is  chiefly  used,  but  I  think  fine  blue  hackle 
points  would  be  preferable.  Perhaps  the  best  way  is  to 
dress  it  hackle  fashion  or  buzz,  and  to  take  off  nearly  all 
the  breast  portion  of  the  feather  leaving  the  upper  part  to 
do  duty  for  wings,  and  the  mohair  for  legs.  A  pale  blue 
dotterel  hackle  will  be  found  as  good  a  feather  for  the  pur- 
pose as  can  be  used.  I  have  been  rather  particular  with 
this  fly  as  it  appears — or  others  very  similar  to  it  do — at 
intervals  until  the  end  of  the  season.  The  trout  will  often 
take  it  when  it  comes  on  for  some  time,  to  the  exclusion  of 
many  other  flies  which  may  be  coming  down  the  water 
simultaneously. 

The  Alder  or  Orl  Fly  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  15).— This 
is  one  of  the  best  flies  that  comes  upon  the  water ;  it 
varies  considerably  in  size,  and  while  some  specimens 
may  be  found  small  enough  to  be  dressed  on  a  No.  9 
hook,  others  may  be  met  with  large  enough  for  a  No.  6 ; 
7  or  8  will  be  therefore  the  best  medium  sizes.  Body, 
large  and  full,  of  a  coppery  peacock  herl ;  legs,  a  dark 
grizzled  blue  dun  or  rusty  black  cock's  hackle ;  wings,  from 
the  brown  speckled  feather  from  the  rump  of  a  brown 
game  hen.  The  natural  insect  may  be  used  in  daping. 
From  the  middle  of  May  till  the  end  of  June  it  will  be 


THE   PALE  EVENING  DUN,  ETC.  193 

found,  particularly  towards  evening,  a  very  useful  fly,  and 
when  it  first  makes  its  appearance  few  flies  are  in  more 
request,  and  dace  and  chub  as  well  as  trout  take  it  very 
freely.  It  was  with  this  fly  I  achieved  the  day's  sport 
mentioned  at  p.  142,  on  the  Kennet,  using  one  of  Ogden's 
patterns,  which  are  the  best  I  know  of. 

The  Pale  Evening  Dun  (see  Plate  VII,  fig.  8)  is  a  rather 
light  yellow  dun,  with  a  prevailing  pale  olive  tinge  given 
by  a  dip  in  onion  dye.  It  comes  on  thickly  on  some 
streams  at  dusk.  On  the  Teme  I  have  seen  it  heavily  on. 
The  body  should  be  ribbed  with  buff  silk.  The  spinner 
of  this  fly  is  of  a  very  pale  watery  brown,  legs  light  buff, 
and  the  wing  white  and  transparent,  and  neat  and  roimded 
in  shape.  As  it  comes  on  at  dusk  it  is  difficult  to  see  this 
fly  on  the  surface,  so  delicate  and  imperceptible  is  it,  and 
yet,  to  the  angler's  annoyance  the  trout  will  be  rising 
heavily  without  his  being  able  to  discover  at  what.  There 
are  many  night  flies  which  rarely  show  at  all  by  day,  both 
amongst  the  ephemeridae  and  the  phryganidse,  and  this  is 
one  of  them.  Hook,  No.  10  or  11. 
'  The  Little  Yellow  May  Fly. — This  miniature  May  fly 
which  usually  precedes  the  real  May  fly  about  a  week  or 
ten  days,  changes  in  a  few  days  into  a  spinner  of  a  pale 
golden  hue.  It  should  be  dressed  on  a  No.  7  or  8  hook ;  the 
body  of  buff-coloured  crewel,  ribbed  with  bright  yellow 
silk ;  tail,  two  strands  of  buff  hackle ;  wings,  similar  to 
those  of  the  green  drake,  or  mallard's  grey  speckled  feather 
stained  pale  olive-yellow ;  legs,  a  honey  dun  hackle.  I 
have  had  good  sport  with  this  fly.  It  sometimes  also  makes 
a  very  useful  lake  fly  for  evening  fishing  for  large  trout. 

The  needful  flies  for  May  are  the  alder  and  the  little 
blue.  The  stone  and  the  pale  evening  dun  and  the  little 
yellow  May  fly  are  not  general,  but  are  useful  where  they 
prevail.  The  list  is  short  because  most  of  the  flies  for 
last  month  are  the  best  in  this. 
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The  May  Fly  or  Oreen  Drake,  called  in  Wales  the  Cadow 
(see  Plate  VII.  fig.  1). — This  famous  fly  usually  makes  its 
first  appearance  in  the  last  week  in  M^  but  is  most  abun- 
dant during  the  first  fortnight  of  ^JuneT  The  swarms  of  May 
fly  which  are  found  in  some  rivers  in  favourable  seasons  are 
perfectly  marvellous.  Fish,  birds,  and  other  animals  prey  on 
them  incessantly  from  their  birth,  and  yet  their  numbers 
seem  inexhaustible,  and  afiter  a  warm  sunny  day  the  quiet 
comers  and  still  eddies  may  be  seen  smothered  with  them 
to  such  an  excess  that  the  angler  might,  if  he  chose,  sweep 
them  up  by  teaboards  full  at  a  time.  It  is  most  abun- 
dant just  before  its  disappearance,  and  on  the  last  two  days 
what  is  called  the  *  great  rise'  takes  place,  when  they  come 
out  more  thickly  than  ever,  and  after  this  but  a  few 
stragglers  are  seen ;  and  the  trout,  for  some  days  gorged 
and  glutted  with  the  unwonted  excess,  are  torpid  and 
disinclined  to  move.  In  this  nature  seems  to  assist  them, 
as  very  few  flies  come  on  the  water  immediately  after 
the  May  fly. 

The  green  drake  is,  as  I  have  said,  an  imperfect  insect. 
The  female  becoming  the  grey  drake  and  the  male  fly 
the  black,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  death  drake, 
this  term  being  used  from  a  foolish  belief  that  it  kills 
the  female  or  grey  drake.  Many  anglers  hold  it  to  be 
next  to  useless  to  attempt  to  use  the  artificial  fly  when 
the  May  fly  is  well  on ;  but  this  belief  is  very  erroneous, 
and  is  more  often  used  to  excuse  themselves  for  fishing  with 
a  blow-line  or  the  live  May  fly  than  because  it  is  really  the 
fact.  The  green  drake  is  no  doubt  a  very  difficult  fly  to 
imitate  well,  but  I  have  seen  many  good  baskets  of  trout 
made  with  the  imitation,  even  in  the  finest  and  warmest 
weather.  The  best  times  to  use  the  imitation  are  of  course 
before  the  trout  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it,  and 
daily  before  the  regular  rise  is  fully  established  and  the  fish 
are  regularly  settled  down  into  feeding,  and  after  the  rise 
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slackens  towards  evening,  when  the  imitation  of  the  grey 
drake  may  be  used  with  some  success;  and  if  the  angler  is 
industrious  and  up  to  his  work  he  may  manage  at  these 
times  to  pick  up  several  brace  of  good  fish.  In  the  middle 
of  the  day  if  it  does  not  answer,  the  angler  can  try  some 
other  fly,  when  it  will  often  happen  that  from  caprice  or 
for  a  change,  the  trout  will  often  take  an  imitation  of 
some  other  fly  though  they  may  refuse  your  imitation 
green  drake.  At  such  times  I  have  often  killed  several 
brace  of  fine  fish  with  the  alder,  sedge  fly  or  some  of  the 
duns  or  spinners  which  may  chance  to  be  on  the  water, 
and  that,  too,  even  when  the  May  fly  is  on  at  the  thickest 
of  the  rise.  The  angler  should  bear  in  mind  that  while 
fish  are  rising  there  is  always  hope  for  him,  and  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  because  one  fish  refuses  another  will,  or 
because  half  a  dozen  or  even  a  score  of  fish  refuse  that 
all  will,  or  because  they  are  feeding  on  the  May  fly  like 
an  alderman  on  turtle,  that  they  will  refuse  a  sedge  or 
alder  any  more  than  the  said  alderman  will  pepper  or 
punch.  Sitting  on  the  bank  and  watching  the  fish  rise 
is  not  the  way  to  catch  them,  and  perseverance  even  in  the 
teeth  of  great  apparent  difficulties  often  rewards  the  angler 
with  fish  which  nothing  else  would  have  given  him. 

When  the  May  fly  is  only  moderately  on,  the  angler  may 
often  get  capital  sport  with  the  artificial  May  fly.  Of 
course  if  the  day  be  blustrous  and  rough  his  chance  is 
all  the  better,  but  even  on  a  calm  day  if  he  can  manage 
to  k,eep  his  fly  floating  on  the  top  he  may  take  a  good 
many  fish.  For  this  purpose  it  is  of  course  imperatively 
necessary  to  fish  with  a  dry  fly,  and  between  every  cast 
the  angler  will  have  to  make  several  false  casts,  or  casts 
in  which  the  fly  does  not  touch  the  water,  to  shake  the 
wet  from  the  fly  and  to  get  it  as  dry  as  possible.  To 
make  the  fly  float  has  been  the  great  desideratum  with 
fly  dressers.    The  floating  May  flies  of  Mr.  Ogden,  one 
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of  the  best  dressers  of  trout  flies  in  England,  have  beeu 
widely  circulated,  and  they  are,  as  are  all  his  trout  flies, 
beautiful  specimens  of  skill  and  neatness,  and  they  cer- 
tainly do  attract  a  great  number  of  fish  to  rise,  and  when 
the  fish  run  large  so  that  in  opening  their  mouths  they 
take  the  whole  fly  in  a  gulp  they  are  most  valuable  flies, 
but  where  the  trout  are  small,  as  half  or  three-quarter 
pounders,  there  is  this  objection  to  them — ^they  are  so 
bushy  that  when  a  small  trout  attempts  to  seize  them  he  is 
very  apt  to  run  his  nose  against  some  of  the  feathers 
which  stand  out  from  the  fly  and  to  drive  the  hook  before 
him  instead  of  seizing  it  in  his  mouth,  and  thus  the  fish 
is  often  missed  and  scared  entirely,  when  he  really  rises 
fairly  to  the  fly.  Their  floating  capabilities  are  undeniably 
excellent ;  when  they  get  thoroughly  wet,  however,  they 
take  some  time  to  dry.  The  angler  should  therefore  have 
two  or  three  ready  at  the  same  time,  so  that  one  may  dry 
while  the  other  is  fishing ;  with  respect  to  the  dressing  of 
the  fly,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  colours  and  size 
of  many  flies  vary  much  in  difierent  waters,  so  much  so, 
that  they  might  almost  be  supposed  to  belong  to  different 
species. 

The  bodies  of  May  flies  have  been  dressed  of  all  kinds  of 
materials — India-rubber,  crewel,  silk,  quill,  gold-beater's 
skin,  plain  gut,  stained  gut,  cork,  &c  I  shall  give  two  or 
three  bodies  which  I  think  are  the  best.  The  simplest  is 
of  buff  or  ginger-coloured  crewel  or  silk  ribbed  with  brown 
silk.  At  the  tail  end  two  or  three  turns*  of  brown  silk 
(some  use  peacock  herl)  should  be  taken  as  there  is  a 
brown  patch  at  the  tail.  Over  a  silk  body  ribbed  thus 
Mr.  Blacker,  according  to  Ephemera,  recommends  a  strip 
of  gold-beater's  skin  to  be  tightly  wound.  This  permits 
the  body  colours  to  be  seen  distinctly  through,  gives  the 
glassy  shine  to  the  body,  and  also  prevents  the  body  fironi 
becoming  heavily  saturated  with  water,  of  course  thereby 
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increasing  its  buoyancy.  I  can  quite  imagine  that  this  is 
a  good  plan,  and  I  therefore  give  it ;  of  course  the  ribbing 
silk  should  go  over  the  skin.  Of  all  the  composition 
bodies  I  think  those  of  cork  are  the  best,  but  they  are  not 
usually  dressed  to  my  fancy.  The  cork  itself  is  not  quite 
the  right  colour  of  the  fly,  and  it  is  usual  to  tie  the  strip  of 
cork  round  the  shank  of  the  hook  by  ribbing  it  with  brown 
sewing  silk.  I  recommend  a  better  plan.  Take  a  strand 
of  fine  floss  silk  of  buflf  or  ginger  colour,  and  lay  it  on 
tightly  and  thinly  in  open  rings,  allowing  the  light  brown 
of  the  cork  to  show  between  as  the  ribbing.  I  think  this 
makes  as  good  a  body  as  I  know  of.  The  tail  should  be 
three  strands  of  brown  mallard  feather  or  the  same  of  a 
brown-red  cock's  hackle ;  the  legs  may  be  of  the  light 
mallard  feather  stained  ginger,  some  say  of  the  same  colour 
as  the  wings,  but  both  body  and  legs  are  always  more 
ginger  or  buff-coloured  and  less  of  olive-green  than  the 
wings ;  a  smallish  mallard  feather  should  be  selected,  one 
not  too  long  in  the  fibre,  and  it  should  be  dressed  on  the 
hook  hacklewise ;  the  hackle  of  a  grey-speckled  hen  may 
be  thus  stained  and  used  if  it  be  preferred.  A  plain  ginger 
hackle  is  often  used,  or  the  hackle  of  a  Cochin  hen ;  I  have 
even  seen  a  light  brown-red  hackle  used,  and  all  may 
be  right  and  all  may  be  wrong  at  times,  according  to  the 
locality. 

And  now  for  the  wings  —  these  are  the  fly  maker's 
bete  noir.  The  feather  most  generally  used  is  the  grey- 
barred  breast  feather  of  the  mallard,  dyed  more  or  less  of 
a  pale  olive-green ;  another  feather  is  the  similar  feather 
of  the  summer  duck  or  wood  duck,  undyed  or  of  the 
natural  hue,  and  this  suits  also  on  some  waters,  and 
this  is  my  fancy.  Some  think  the  barred  feather  of  the 
silver  pheasant's  tail  preferable,  and  in  some  of  the  Irish 
lakes  I  have  been  assured  by  old  practitioners  that  nothing 
can  equal  it ;  but  I  think  it  rather  too  strongly  marked 
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for  our  English  rivers,  though  it  has  the  advantage  of 
having  a  fine  glossy  shine  upon  it.  Taking,  however,  the 
feather  of  the  mallard  or  wood-duck,  whichever  we  may 
choose — or  whichever  we  may  be  able  to  get,  rather — have 
it  dyed  of  the  shade  you  prefer :  it  should  be,  as  I  have 
said,  of  a  pale  olive-green.  The  great  object  is  to  keep 
your  fly  floating ;  the  feathers  should  therefore  be  tied, 
not  in  a  mass,  but  two  single  feathers  of  the  requisite 
size  being  selected  they  should  be  tied  on  back  to  back 
with  the  curve  natural  to  the  feathers  expanding  outwards ; 
the  wings  will  thus,  if  dry,  support  the  fly  on  the  sur- 
face. The  angler  will  always  do  well  to  have  one  or  two 
dififerent  patterns  in  his  box  (for  they  should  not  be 
squeezed  up  flat  in  a  book  or  their  floating  properties  will 
soon  be  destroyed).  He  should,  moreover,  have  them  of 
one  or  two  different  sizes,  the  hooks  varying  from  Nos. 
3  or  4  to  6,  and  being  always  of  the  lightest  and  finest 
wire,  and  dressed  on  good  fine  round  olive-green  gut. 

On  many  lakes,  particularly  in  Ireland,  the  May  fly 
season  is  the  only  one  when  really  good  sport  is  to  be 
had  with  the  fly.  The  green  drake  I  chiefly  use  is  one 
which  is  of  my  own  fancy.  I  employ  the  cork  body,  with 
floss  silk  rings  previously  mentioned.  Instead  of  silk  or 
herl  I  touch  the  tail  part  with  shell-lac  varnish,  as  being  a 
much  better  imitation  of  the  brown  patch  than  either  of 
the  others.  Tail,  two  whisks  of  brown  mallard;  legs, 
ginger  or  buff  Cochin  hackle ;  and  wings,  four  hackle 
points,  two  long  and  two  short,  for  the  superior  and  infe- 
rior wings  or  poisers,  dressed  well  outwards,  so  as  to  sup- 
port the  fly  on  the  water.  These  hackles  should  be  the 
grizzled  and  blue  dun  hackle  found  on  the  Andalusian 
cock ;  those  which  have  a  brilliant  transparent  point,  on 
being  held  up  to  the  light,  being  preferred  for  the  superior 
wings.  They  should  be  stained  a  pale  yellow,  and  this 
on  the  blue  ground  gives  the  exact  tinge  of  the  May  fly 
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wing.  The  darker  the  original  feather,  the  more  green 
it  will  be,  and  the  lighter  the  more  yeUow,  and  thus  it  can 
be  varied  to  suit  the  river,  as  the  flies  vary  much  in 
colour.  I  do  not  think  this  particular  hue  is  to  be  got  so 
well  in  any  other  way.  The  hackle  point  being  held  up 
to  the  light  gives  a  transparency  which  no  close  or  solid 
feather  will.  To  my  mind,  it  is  a  capital  imitation,  and  I 
am  very  sure,  after  three  years'  experience  of  it,  that  the 
fish  think  so  too,  for  I  have  killed  many  a  good  basket  of 
fish  with  it  when  I  could  not  get  them  to  take  any  other 
patterns  which  I  had  in  my  book.  It  does  not  float  so  well 
as  the  mallard  wing,  and  it  is  a  very  difficult  fly  to  get 
properly  dressed.  It  consumes  so  many  hackles,  and  that 
of  a  rather  scarce  colour,  that  tackle  makers  often  get  it  a 
bad  name  by  putting  in  any  feathers  that  come  to  hand. 
It  is  also  a  very  troublesome  fly  to  make,  and  the  dressers 
don't  care  about  dressing  it,  and  I  believe  often  bless  me 
heartily  for  inventing  it. 

The  Orey  Drake  (Plate  VII.  fig.  2)  is,  as  I  have  said, 
the  transformation  of  the  female  green  drake,  and  towards 
evening  its  capabilities  are  of  more  value  than  during  the 
day.  It  is  dressed,  as  regards  the  body  and  legs,  much  after 
the  fashion  of  the  green  drake,  but  several  shades  lighter. 
The  wing  feathers,  however,  should  be  of  their  natural 
colour,  and  undyed.  The  legs  are  often  dressed  with 
the  same  feather.  It  is  not,  however,  nearly  so  valuable 
a  fly  as  the  green  drake,  though,  as  I  have  said,  useful  for 
evening  fishing.  I  never  did  a  great  deal  of  good  with  it, 
preferring  to  use  the  green  drake  even  in  the  evening. 

The  Goch  y  BondUy  Shorn  Fly,  Hazel  Fly,  Marlow 
Buzz,  Fernwebby  Brechan  clock,  &c.  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  20) 
by  all  of  which  names  this  little  beetle  is  known  as  a  great 
favourite  with  the  trout.  It  comes  in  with  the  warm  June 
weather,  though  used  as  early  as  March,  as  regards  its  sup- 
posed imitation.    It  is  advantageously  used  in  daping.     It 
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resembles  a  very  diminutive  cockchafer,  and  may  be  seen  in 
great  numbers^  winging  its  heavy  but  rapid  flight  through 
the  sunshine,  or  settled  on  the  leaves  and  grass  near  the 
river  side.  The  ordinary  way  to  dress  it  is  to  make  a  fat 
body  of  dark  copper-coloured  peacock's  herl,  mixed  equally 
with  black  ostrich.  It  is  customary  to  dress  it  buzz,  as  to 
the  wings  and  legs,  with  a  dark  red  hackle,  with  a  black 
streak  up  the  centre.  Dressed  in  this  way,  it  will  kill  on 
most  rivers,  more  or  less,  throughout  the  season,  though  it 
is  needless  to  say  that  it  is  not  out  save  for  a  somewhat 
limited  period  in  the  month  of  June.  As  I  have  stated 
elsewhere,  it  may  kill  thus  in  consequence  of  its  bearing  a 
resemblance  to  other  insects. 

Tke  Fern  Fly  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  21).— This  is  another 
winged  beetle.  There  are  two  kinds,  the  one  having 
reddish-orange  wing  cases,  and  the  other  blue.  They 
are  well  known  to  children,  from  this  circumstance,  as 
*  soldiers  and  sailors.'  They  may  be  found  creeping  up 
the  stems  of  the  grass  and  other  plants  overhanging  the 
water.  A  shake  dislodges  them,  and  they  fall  helplessly 
into  the  water,  where  they  are  devoured  by  the  fish. 
Although  dull  in  its  movements  and  slow  in  taking  to 
flight,  yet  when  it  has  expanded  its  wing  cases,  and  un- 
folded its  wings  (a  very  circumspect  and  deliberate  opera- 
tion with  it),  it  flies  strongly,  and  makes  a  much  braver 
and  larger  appearance  than  it  does  when  it  plumps  up 
against  your  coat  or  hat  or  a  spray  of  grass,  and  folding 
up  its  wings  (always  with  a  little  bit  of  the  under  wing 
visible  at  the  tail  end  of  the  wing  cases,  under  which  it  at 
length  is  gathered,  and  gradually  disappears)  resumes  its 
scarabean  appearance.  I  have  had  fair  sport  with  this 
fly.  The  red  one  is  the  one  chiefly  imitated  by  anglers. 
Hook,  No.  9  or  10 ;  body,  orange-yellow  or  orange  crewel ; 
legs,  red  hackle ;  wings,  hen  pheasant's  wing  feather.  Some 
prefer  dark  starling,  and  some  dress  the  hackle  over  the 
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vdng,  and  this  serves  both  for  legs  and  the  wing  cases 
and  is  perhaps  the  best  imitation. 

The  Yellow  Sally  should  be  mentioned  here,  as  it  has  a 
place  in  all  angling  works,  and  a  high  character  with  some 
anglers.  I  have  no  faith  in  it,  however,  and  never  took 
fish  with  it  but  once,  and  although  I  have  often  seen 
swarms  of  it  rising,  I  have  very  seldom  seen  the  trout 
much  enamoured  of  it.  A  straggler  will  be  taken  now 
and  then;  and  once,  as  I  have  said,  I  found  the  trout 
taking  it  well,  and  others  must  have  done  so  likewise,  no 
doubt.  I  give  the  dressing,  and  the  angler  can  please  him- 
self. Body,  pale  yellow  crewel,  ribbed  with  light  tawny 
brown  silk ;  legs,  pale  lemon-coloured  hackle ;  wings,  some 
light  transparent  feather,  stained  of  the  palest  watery 
yellow.  A  keeper  once  told  me,  as  a  reason  for  the  fish 
refusing  this  fiy,  that  *they  was  too  bitter  altogether.' 
Hook,  No.  10. 

The  Barm  Fly. — This  fly,  which  is  of  the  trichopterous 
order,  and  belonging  to  the  phryganidse,  is  an  evening  fly. 
I  find  no  mention  of  it  in  any  book  but  Jackson's.  It 
is  a  capital  fly,  and  a  very  general  favourite  in  the  southern 
and  midland  counties.  I  can  speak  to  its  slaughterous 
propensities,  having  killed  well  with  it  on  the  Wandle,  the 
Darenth,  and  the  Colne,  where  it  has  a  local  repute,  under 
the  name  of  *  the  nobbier,'  and  on  the  Itchin,  where  it  is 
wrongly  called  a  sedge,  and  is  dressed  with  a  dark  wing 
for  the  evening.  It  seldom  comes  out  till  dusk,  and  thus 
has  no  doubt  escaped  more  particular  notice.*  Body,  fat 
and  large,  of  fur  of  a  light  creamy  brown  hue ;  hackle  red ; 
wing,  dark  speckled  cock*  pheasant ;  hooks,  Nos.  7  and  8. 

*  A  curious  fact  with  respect  to  this  fly  is  that  it  appears  to  take  to  and 
quit  certain  localities  for  years.  On  the  Colne,  when  I  first  became  ac- 
quainted with  it,  it  was  plentiful  and  a  first-rate  killer  for  three  or  four 
years.  It  is  not  now  to  be  seen  on  that  water,  and  the  trout  also  pay  no 
heed  to  the  imitation. 
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The  Fodid  Brown,  or  mushroom  fly,  is  one  of  the  same 
order  and  genus  as  the  last.  It  has  its  name  from  its  emit>- 
ting  a  faint  foetid  odour  when  handled.  It  is  not  very 
much  appreciated  by  anglers  generally.  On  warm  even- 
ings, towards  the  end  of  May,  and  throughout  June  and 
July,  it  may  be  seen  in  small  whisks  or  swarms,  skipping 
up  and  down  over  the  water — ^now  amongst  the  willows  low 
upon  the  water,  now  high  in  the  air,  seldom  settling,  but 
constantly  hovering  over  the  water.  It  is  a  fine,  fat,  and 
tempting  bait,  and  late  in  the  afternoon,  or  early  in  the 
evening,  may  be  seen  thickly  on  the  water.  Dress  it  on  a 
No.  8  or  9  hook ;  body  full,  of  mixed  hare's  ear  and  water-rat 
fur ;  a  few  strands  of  hare's  ear  picked  out  for  the  legs  on  a 
grizzled  blue  dun  hackle  may  be  used ;  wings  also  full  and 
little — starling  for  the  under  wing,  and  corncrake  over  it 

The  Caperer  is  another  fly  of  the  same  class  as  the  last. 
It  is  a  large  fly,  and  comes  out  towards  evening,  its  mo- 
tions as  it  flits  up  and  down,  from  the  bank  to  the  water, 
justifying  its  name.  There  is  a  smaller  fly  of  the  same 
species  called  the  Skipjack.  It  is  dressed  upon  a  No.  7 
or  8  hook,  some  using  it  of  even  larger  size.  Two  turns 
of  gold  twist  at  the  tail ;  body,  brownish  rusty  red  mohair ; 
legs,  red  cock's  hackle,  not  too  dark ;  wings,  the  marbled 
portion  of  the  hen  pheasant's  wing  feather.  It  is  in  great 
request  in  the  midland  counties,  especially  on  the  Eennet, 
and  I  am  sure  would  make  a  capital  lake  trout  fly. 

The  flies  necessary  for  June  are  the  green  and  grey 
drakes,  the  sedge  and  alder  being  great  holdfasts.  Duns 
and  spinners,  already  noted,  abound,  and  must  not  be 
neglected.  The  foetid  brown  anid  caperer  should  have  a 
place  in  the  book  as  a  change  with  the  alder  and  sedge  for 
evenings.  The  coch  y  bondu,  of  course,  and  the  fern  fly 
sometimes  will  be  useful.  Midges  must  have  a  place; 
though  seldom  very  useful  now,  they  do  later  on. 

July. — The  Red  and  Black  Ants  are  very  favourite  flies 


THE  BED  AND   BLACK  ANTS  AND  THE  HOUSE   FLY.  203 

during  July :  they  are  of  course  more  plentiful  on  some 
waters,  and  during  some  seasons^  than  others. 

The  Red  Ant  should  be  tied  on  a  No.  8,  9,  or  10  hook. 
The  body  of  peacock  herl,  left  au  naturel  as  regards  the 
lower  or  tail  half,  and  tied  in  at  the  waist  with  copper- 
coloured  silk ;  the  legs,  a  red  cock's  hackle,  and  wings  of 
the  light  shining  part  of  a  starling's  feather. 

The  Black  Ant  should  be  tied  similarly,  save  that  the 
body  should  be  composed  of  black  ostrich  and  peacock 
herl  mixed  and  tied  in  at  the  waist,  with  black  silk  ;  legs 
black  cock's  hackle,  and  wings  of  the  darker  portion  of  the 
starling's  feather. 

The  House  Fly. — There  is  a  fly  of  this  species  very 
similar  to  the  house-fly,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  same 
fly,  beiDg  less  neat  and  more  ragged  in  its  appearance  than 
the  house  fly,  looking  rather,  if  I  may  use  the  expression, 
like  a  dissipated  house-fly  out  of  luck,  which  is  found  in 
the  fields,  and  a  good  deal  by  the  river  side,  and  on  the 
water  during  the  warm  months,  which  may  at  times  be 
used  with  great  advantage,  when  other  flies  fail.  I  have 
had  good  sport  with  it.  It  is  so  similar  to  the  house  fly, 
that  one  dressing  will  serve  both.  Hook,  No.  9,  body  fat, 
and  of  two  or  three  strands  of  any  rusty  dark  bluish  feather 
from  the  heron's  back,  wound  on  as  though  it  were  herl. 
Tied  in  on  each  side,  at  the  tail,  are  two  fine  shreds  of  buff 
coloured  silk ;  these  are  brought  up  the  sides  and .  tied  in 
when  the  body  is  finished  off,  to  represent  the  whitish 
streaks  along  the  sides  of  the  natural  fly.  Legs,  black  cock's 
hackle ;  wings,  the  dark  part  of  a  starling's  wing — ^these 
should  be  dressed  as  flatly  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  house  flies  are  more  abundant,  and  kill  better  on 
the  water  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  however,  as  they 
are  then  getting  weak  and  blind. 

A  fly  of  the  foetid  brown  species,  but  with  lightish  spots 
or  markings  on  the  wings,  is  often  to  be  seen  sporting  like 
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the  fcetid  brown,  and  even  with  it  on  many  rivers ;  it  is  the 
brown  ahi/pjack  of  some  localities.  I  do  not  find  it  noticed 
much  in  any  tackle  book,  unless  it  be  the  light  pied  dun 
of  Theakstone.  I  should  not  dress  it  precisely  as  he  does, 
however,  preferring  dark  hare's  ear  and  mole's  fur  for 
the  body,  a  grizzled  blue  dun  hackle  for  legs,  and  hen 
pheasant's  wing  for  the  wings ;  hookj  No.  8.  I  believe  this 
is  the  same  fly  as  is  used  at  Winchester,  and  on  the  Itchin, 
under  the  name  of  Harnmiond^a  adopted^  after  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, the  tackle  maker  there,  who  does  considerable  exe- 
cution with  it ;  and  I  have  found  his  dressing  capital  for 
the  evening,  both  on  the  Itehin  and  elsewhere.  He  em- 
ploys a  medium  brown  crewel  body,  a  rusty  brown  red 
hackle,  dressed  from  tail  to  head,  and  a  hen  pheasant's 
or  woodcock's  wing  feather  for  the  wing.  It  answers  also 
for  the  tribe  of  small  brown  moths  which  come  out  at 
night. 

The  WrentaU,  Brown  Bent,  Froghopper,  Jumper,  &c, 
(see  Plate  VII.  fig.  22). — This  little  insect,  of  which  there 
are  two  or  three  varieties,  may  be  seen  in  the  fine  sunny 
weather  sunning  itself  on  the  long  spires  of  grass ;  when 
disturbed  it  hops  away,  making  a  prodigious  leap  for  so 
small  a  creature;  as  it  is  abundant  on  the  river  side,  its 
wings  constantly  leave  it  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  where 
the  fish  eagerly  snap  it  up.  It  is  not  an  easy  fly  to  imitate : 
the  best  way  is  to  dress  it  buzz  on  a  No.  12  or  13  hook.  On 
a  body  of  yellow  silk  whirl  a  tomtit's  or  a  wren's  tail  feather, 
or  for  a  change  a  golden  plover  hackle.  If  it  does  not  kill 
very  well,  the  time  when  the  angler  is  obliged  to  use  it  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  reason,  as  it  is  chiefly  a  warm 
weather  fly,  and  is  little  seen  save  in  sunshine. 

With  the  warm  evenings  the  moths  come  into  play>  and 
though  occasionally  they  may  kill  in  June,  yet  July  is  soon 
enough  to  resort  to  them.     The  best  of  them  is 

The  White  Moth. — It  may  be  dressed  either  small,  or  me- 
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dium,  or  large.  If  large,  take  a  No.  5  or  6  hook ;  body,  of 
white  crewel  or  white  ostrich  herl ;  legs,  white  hen's  hackle ; 
and  wings,  either  a  couple  of  slips  of  white  goose  feather,  or  a 
bit  of  the  soft  under  wing  of  the  grey  owl.  Small  size :  dress 
on  a  No-  8  hook,  body  as  before ;  legs,  a  light  ginger  hackle; 
wings,  two  feathers  from  about  the  eye  of  the  grey  owl, 
make  the  prettiest  wing — in  default,  however,  use  goose. 
I  have  seen  these  small  moths  taken  by  the  trout  in  the  day- 
time, and  I  once  saw  a  trout  chase  one  that  was  fluttering 
some  inches  above  the  water  for  several  yards,  and  end  by 
throwing  himself  out  of  the  witer  and  catching  it  in  the 
air. 

The  Brown  Moth,  —  Body,  yellowish  brown  crewel; 
wings,  speckled  brown  owl ;  legs,  light  brown  hackle. 
There  are  many  other  moths,  of  course,  which  get  upon  the 
water  in  the  evening,  but  these  are  the  best  and  most 
likely  ones  to  take  fish  with. 

About  the  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of  July,  various 
midges  come  upon  the  water,  and  on  them,  early  on 
fine  warm  evenings,  the  trout  are  wont  to  feed  ravenously. 
They  are  so  difficult  to  imitate,  however,  as  to  be  nearly 
impracticable.     One  very  favourite  one  is 

The  Green  Midge,  a  very  delicate  little  insect.  It  should 
be  dressed  only  on  the  finest  possible  hooks  and  gut,  with 
a  small  floss  silk  body  of  a  delicate  apple-green  colour,  the 
wings  and  legs  being  dressed  buzz,  with  a  very  fine  soft 
pale  silvery  blue  hen's  hackle. 

The  Blue  Midge  should  be  dressed  like  the  green  midge, 
save  that  the  body  should  be  of  a  pale  slate  blue.  It  is  a 
useful  afternoon  fly. 

Several  duns  find  their  way  to  the  surface  during  this 
month.  I  think  they  are  but  repetitions,  or,  at  any  rate, 
very  near  relations,  of  earlier  flies,  as  they  very  closely 
resemble  them. 

The  Ashy  Dun  is  a  lightish  blue  dun,  a  size  or  two 
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smaller  than  the  original  blue  dun.  There  are  so  many- 
flies  on  in  July,  that  it  is  hard  to  say  which  are  the  best, 
many  of  the  May  and  June  flies  being  still  the  best  that 
can  be  employed.  Of  the  new  flies,  the  ant  flies  where 
they  are  much  found  cannot  be  done  without,  moths,  and 
the  July  and  ashy  dun ;  and  the  phryganidae  mentioned 
are  particularly  valuable. 

The  July  Dun  very  closely  resembles  the  little  iron- 
blue.     It  is  perhaps  one  shade  lighter  and  one  size  larger. 

The  Large  Yellow  Dun  also  comes  on  tolerably  thickly 
at  times. 

The  Black  Silver  Horns  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  19).— This 
is  a  curious  looking  trichopterous  fly,  which  may  be  seen  in 
great  numbers  upon  the  piers  and  bridges  and  such  places. 
It  looks  like  a  small  black  shred.  The  horns,  from  which 
it  derives  its  name,  are  very  remarkable,  being  much  longer 
than  the  body,  and  ringed  alternately  in  black  and  white. 
It  is  a  favourite  with  the  fish,  particularly  in  the  north  of 
France.  Dress  it  on  a  No.  9  or  10  hook,  with  dark  lead- 
coloured  silk  body  ribbed  with  yellow ;  wings,  of  any  fine 
grained  shiny  black  feather,  dressed  rather  close ;  legs,  a 
short  fibred  dark  slate-coloured  hackle,  not  too  much  of 
it,  and  if  the  angler  likes  to  add  the  horns,  two  strands 
of  a  bright  speckled  mallard's  feather  will  be  a  capital 
imitation.  There  is  another  which  is  perhaps  a  greater 
favourite  still  with  the  fish,  and  that  is 

The  Brown  Silver  Horns. — The  following  is  the  dress- 
ing of  one  which  I  took  not  long  since  on  the  Itchin, 
when  the  fish  were  taking  it  well.  Body,  of  rusty  black 
peacock's  herl,  short  in  the  fibre,  and  spun  on  brown  silk. 
Along  the  sides  of  the  fly  are  two  bright  buflF  stripes ;  these 
I  leave  to  the  angler  to  imitate  or  not.  Two  strips  of  straw 
would  exactly  imitate  it,  but  would  make  the  fly  bulky. 
Hackle,  dark  grizzled  dun ;  wings  (under),  dark  starling, 
(oyer)  landrail,  dressed  as  closely  to  the  body  as  may  be. 
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Afotjst. — Not  many  new  flies  come  on  the  water  during 
this  month.  Many  of  the  old  ones,  however,  may  be  used. 
The  principal  fly  that  makes  its  appearance  is 

The  August  Dun,  August  Brown,  &c,  (see  Plate  Vll. 
fig.  10). — A  capital  and  very  general  fly,  somewhat  resem- 
bling the  March  brown  but  smaller.  Dress  it  upon  a  No.  9 
or  10  hook.  Mr.  Ronalds'  pattern  is  pretty  good — ^brown 
floss  silk  (he  should  have  added  *  light ')  ribbed  with  yellow 
for  body ;  tail,  two  rabbit's  whiskers  (this  is  a  mistake, 
rabbit's  whiskers  are  too  stiff  for  this  purpose,  use  strands  of 
the  hackle) ;  wings,  from  a  brown  hen's  wing ;  legs,  red 
hackle,  stained  brown.  Here  is  Jackson's  plan,  rather  diffe- 
rent, but  between  the  two  the  angler  may  hit  the  fly  off: 
Wing,  from  a  young  partridge's  back  or  bright  hen  phea- 
sant's quill  (?  wing)  or  grey  goose  breast ;  body,  light  brown 
silk,  or  hare's  face  (certainly  not,  it  is  a  smooth  bodied  fly) 
ribbed  with  pale  yellow  silk ;  grizzled  hackle ;  tail,  three 
strands  of  the  same.  Mr.  Eonalds  adds  that,  to  dress  it 
brown,  a  grouse  hackle  should  be  wound  on  the  body.  The 
red  spinner,  which  it  changes  to,  is  very  like  that  of  the 
blue  dun. 

The  Cvanamon  (see  Plate  VII.  fig.  16). — This  well- 
known  and  capital  fly  is  one  more  of  the  phryganidae,  and  by 
no  means  the  worst  of  them.  It  is  something  like  the  sedge 
fly  and  strongly  resembles  the  sand  fly.  It  is,  however,  a 
size  larger  and  rather  more  ruddy.  Body  of  darkish  buff 
crewel ;  legs,  a  light  or  buff  brown  hen's  hackle  with  a 
darkish  centre — any  reddish  cinnamon-coloured  feather,  or 
yellowish  hen  landrail  or  owl,  says  Jackson ;  the  yellow-* 
brown  hen's  wing,  says  Eonalds.  It  is  a  capital  fly,  particu- 
larly for  the  evening.  There  is  another  very  large  fly  of 
this  species  which  seldom  comes  out  till  almost  dark,  when 
it  may  be  found  running  rapidly  about  on  bridges  and  such 
places.  It  should  be  dressed  like  the  sand  fly  on  a  No.  6 
hook«     For  lake-fishing  it  will  be  found  excellent.     The 
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wings  should  be  large  and  full,  the  tips  of  two  partridge 
tail  feathers  or  any  whole  small  feather  of  the  same  colour 
being  used.  The  late  blue  and  yellow  duns  with  their 
spinners,  mentioned  in  the  last  month,  are  still  found  in 
abundance,  and  will  form  the  principal  attractions  for  the 
fish. 

The  cow-dung  fly  dressed  small  also  kills  welL 

The  Needle  Brown  is  now  very  plentiful,  and  on  many 
rivers  is  a  first-rate  favourite. 

Very  diminutive  and  pale  yellow  and  blue  duns,  almost 
impossible  to  imitate  from  their  smallness  and  delicacy, 
are  greatly  favoured  by  the  fish. 

The  large  yellow  dun  may  also  be  found  in  small 
numbers. 

The  angler  will  have  to  rely  upon  many  of  the  flies  pre- 
viously noted  for  August.  The  only  new  ones  that  are 
indispensable  are  the  August  dun  and  the  cinnamon  and, 
where  it  is  found,  the  needle  brown. 

September: — There  are  not  many  new  flies  this  month, 
though  there  are  a  great  abundance  and  variety  at  times 
on  the  water. 

The  Whirling  Dun  is  a  very  noted  fly,  and  I  have  found 
it  kill  well  in  the  evening.  As  the  way  in  which  I  have 
seen  it  dressed  in  Hampshire,  where  I  have  chiefly  used  it, 
differs  from  both  Eonalds  and  Ephemera,  and  they  diflFer 
somewhat  from  each  other,  I  shall  give  the  three  dress- 
ings. Eonalds:  squirrel's  red-brown  fur  mixed  with  yellow 
mohair,  and  tied  with  yellow  silk  well  waxed ;  tail,  two 
strands  of  ginger  hackle ;  wings,  darkish  starling ;  legs, 
ginger  hackle.  Ephemera  substitutes  water-rat  fur  for 
the  body,  and  dun  hackle  for  the  tail  and  legs.  In  Hamp- 
shire, the  body  is  made  of  the  dirty  blue  feather  of  the 
heron's  hackle  used  as  a  herl  or  some  other  feather  of 
that  hue,  and  warped  with  yellow  silk ;  legs,  dun  hackle 
with  a  grizzled  dark  brown  tinge,  and  if  this  cannot  be  got 
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a  brown-red ;  tail,  the  same ;  hook,  Nos.  10  and  11.    The 
spinner  of  this  fly  resembles  the  common  red  spinner. 

The  Willow  Fly  much  resembles  the  needle  brown,  and 
like  it  belongs  to  the  neuropterous  flies  of  the  genus  per- 
lidae.  It  is  seen  on  warm  days  at  intervals  through  the 
winter.  Mr.  Eonalds  recommends  it  to  be  dressed  buzz. 
Body,  mole's  fur  spun  on  yellow  silk ;  wings  and  legs,  a 
dark  dun  cock's  hackle,  strongly  tinged  of  a  copper  colour ; 
hook.  No.  10  or  11.  In  Devonshire,  it  is  called  the  *  old 
besom,'  elsewhere  it  is  almost  imiversally  known  as  the 
willow  fly. 

Many  small  and  delicate  duns  come  on  this  month, 
but  the  angler  will  have  good  imitations  in  his  book  from 
the  list  already  given ;  and  though  his  best  sport  will 
still  be  had  in  the  evening,  yet  an  occasional  raw  and 
gusty  day  may  come  to  the  angler's  aid,  and,  with  a 
gentle  tinge  of  colour  from  rain  on  the  water,  aid  him 
in  making  up  a  decent  bag.  September  is  usually  a 
better  month  for  the  fly-fisher  than  August — the  fish  seem 
to  rise  better ;  but  for  the  evening  the  sedge,  cinnamon, 
barm  fly  (or  nobbier),  Hammond's  adopted,  and  flies  of 
that  class,  with  the  moths,  will  be  found  the  chief  bill  of 
fare.  Earlier  in  the  evening  various  spinners  and  duns — 
particularly  the  whirling — and  on  a  windy  dull  day,  the 
willow,  with  any  special  fancy  of  the  angler's,  must  suflSce 
for  his  repertoire  from  now  to  the  end  of  the  season. 

There  are  many  other  flies  given  by  good  authorities, 
but  to  describe  them  all  would  be  an  endless  task.  I  have 
therefore  only  added  a  few  general  flies  which  are  tried 
and  well  deserved  favourites,  which  may  resemble  some- 
thing on  or  in  the  waters,  but  what  that  something  is  one 
can  hardly  say ;  probably  they  resemble  various  insects, 
larvae  of  beetles,  or  flies,  spiders,  &c.,  to  some  extent,  and 
hence  their  favour  with  the  fishes.  These  flies  will  kill 
more  or  less  throughout  the  season.      The  angler  who 
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cannot  kill  fish  with  the  list  I  have  furnished  will,  I  fear^ 
find  angling  unprofitable.  Any  good  angler  would  kill 
with  half  of  them.  I  doubt  if  I  use  more  than  a  score  of 
flies  in  the  season.  The  flies  most  in  favour  with  me,  and 
which  are  by  far  the  best  of  all  for  the  angler  to  place  his 
hopes  upon,  are  the  duns  and  their  changes  the  spinners^ 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  stream  where  from  one  end  of 
the  season  to  the  other  some  of  these  delicate  little  flies 
will  not  be  found  to  kill,  therefore  the  angler  should 
al/ways  be  provided  with  a  good  stock  and  variety  of 
them.  There  are  a  great  number  of  them,  of  various 
shades  and  sizes,  but  the  angler  will  greatly  simplify 
matters  if  he  will  act  according  to  the  following  advice  : 
Have  two  sizes  of  each  fly,  and  have  them  dressed  as 
follows — let  the  largest  be  dressed  on  a  No.  9  hook,  the 
smallest  on  a  10  or  1 1.  Of  blue  duns  he  should  have  four 
shades,  very  dark  for  the  iron-blue ;  a  shade  lighter  for 
the  later  swarms  of  that  fly ;  next,  the  ordinary  blue  dun, 
and  next,  a  light  pale  blue  dun,  almost  silvery.  The  three 
darkest  of  these  shades  should  be  ribbed  with  fine  yellow 
glovers'  silk ;  the  light  one  need  not  be.  The  wings  and 
hackles  should  keep  pace  with  the  bodies  in  shade. 

Of  yellow  duns  the  angler  should  have  one  size  only  of 
the  large  yellow,  dun  previously  mentioned ;  the  common 
yellow  dun,  one  size ;  a  lighter  buflf-coloured,  two  sizes; 
a  lighter  still  of  almost  a  grey  silk,  two  sizes ;  and  one 
with  an  apple-green  body.  If  he  chooses  further  to  vary 
these  shades  by  running  one  into  the  other  or  by  even 
medium  tints  of  olive,  yellow,  and  green,  so  much  the 
better.  The  olives  vary  a  good  deal,  and  most  of  these 
have  darkish  wings  and  yellowish  legs.  One  or  two  of 
these  flies  have  very  clear  wings,  particularly  the  lighter 
ones,  and  should  be  dressed  buzz. 

Of  spinners  the  angler  should  have,  of  the  red,  two  sizes ; 
the  brown,  two  sizes ;  a  lighter  brown^  two  sizes.    As  I  have 
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already  said,  next  to  tnese  are  the  phryganidse,  a  small 
selection  of  which  must  not  be  neglected.  With  these 
flies  in  his  book  he  need  not  fear  to  venture  on  almost  any 
stream ;  of  course  there  are  times  when  other  flies,  which 
are  prime  favourites  when  they  come  on,  will  kill  better. 
I  shall  presently  give  a  short  list  of  flies,  as  they  are 
requisite  to  a  tolerably  complete  equipment. 

GENERAL  FLIES. 

Of  the  general  flies  which  are  most  useful  to  the  angler, 
and  which  he  will  find  it  very  advisable  to  have  a  stock  of, 
there  are,  first, 

The  Francis  My. —  It  may  seem  egotism  in  me  to 
place  this  fly  first  on  the  list,  but  since  its  inven- 
tion, from  the  accounts  I  have  had  of  its  qualifications 
from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain,  from  various  parts  of 
Europe,  and  indeed  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  where 
salmonidse  are  found,  it  certainly  appears  to  have  gained, 
as  I  hope,  a  well-earned  reputation.  I  found  it  kill  well 
first  on  the  Welsh  rivers,  where  I  tested  it  severely  against 
the  far-famed  coch  y  bondu,  and  in  whatever  position  it  was 
placed,  whether  as  stretcher  or  dropper,  it  killed  above  three 
fish  for  one  killed  by  the  coch  y  bondu.  I  therefore  brought 
it  into  public  notice,  and  it  was  greatly  favoured;  but, 
neglecting  it  for  a  season,  I  did  not  use  it  much ;  by  ac- 
cident, however,  I  tried  it  subsequently  in  other  quarters 
with  the  greatest  success,  and  since  that  time,  wherever 
I  have  gone,  I  have  found  it  an  unfailing  resource  when 
many  other  favourites  fiiiled.  It  should  be  dressed,  of 
course,  to  suit  the  water :  small  for  light  waters,  and  large 
for  heavy  waters  or  for  evening  fishing.  I  have  killed  well 
with  it  dressed  on  a  No.  11  or  12  hook,  and  equally  well 
(where  it  was  suitable)  on  a  7,  8,  or  9.  The  body  is  com- 
posed of  copper-coloured  peacock's  herl,  ribbed  distinctly 
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with  copper-red  silk;  hackle,  medium  blue  dun;  wings,  two 
hackle  points  of  a  gi'izzly  blue  dun  cock's  hackle  (not  a 
hen's),  set  well  up.  It  is  an  excellent  evening  and  night 
fly  dressed  on  a  No.  7  or  8  hook,  owing  to  the  lively  and 
attractive  play  of  the  hackle  point  wings.  Dressed  large  it 
kills  sea  trout  well,  and  it  has  even  slaughtered  many 
a  lordly  salmon ;  while  I  have  seen  large  numbers  of  it, 
dressed  like  some  huge  moth,  sent  out  to  India  to  kill 
mahseer  amongst  the  Himalayas. 

The  Coachman^ — This  is  one  of  the  best  evening  and 
night  flies,  particularly  in  the  midland  and  southern  rivers, 
that  I  know  of.  It  is  not  of  much  use  in  the  daytime. 
Hook,  No.  8,  9,  or  10 ;  body,  peacock  herl ;  legs,  red  cock's 
hackle;  wings,  any  small  white  feather,  or  slip  of  the 
same.  I  suppose  that  the  contrast  of  the  dark  body  and 
white  wings  renders  it  easily  perceived  by  the  fish,  hence 
its  attractiveness  from  May  till  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  HofflancPs  Fancy. — This  is  another  very  useful  fly, 
and  should  be  dressed  of  two  sizes,  Nos.  9  and  11.  Body, 
dark  brown-red  silk ;  wings,  hen  pheasant  or  woodcock's 
wing ;  legs,  red  cock's  hackle ;  tail,  two  strands  of  the 
same.  It  is  very  useful  on  fine  waters,  having  a  partial 
resemblance  to  several  small  flies. 

The  Oovemor. — ^This  is  a  useful  fly  on  many  waters, 
particularly  in  the  metropolitan  district,  and  is  dressed  of 
all  sizes,  from  a  No.  7  to  a  No.  10  or  11  hook.  It  is  useful 
by  day  tied  small,  and  as  an  evening  fly,  on  a  No.  7  hook. 
Body,  peacock's  herl,  dressed  full  and  finished  oflF  at  the 
tail  with  two  or  three  turns  of  bright  orange-yellow  floss 
silk ;  legs,  red  cock's  hackle ;  wing,  hen  pheasant's  wing. 
The  original  is,  I  believe,  not  a  fly  but  a  beetle. 

In  the  north  they  have  a  fly  called 

OreenweWs  Glory. — It  kills  well  on  all  the  northern 
streams,  and  I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  it  will  not  kill 
equally  well  in  the  south.      Hook,  No.  11  or  12;  body. 
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dark  olive  silk,  thickly  ribbed  with  very  fine  gold  wire ; 
legs,  a  small  dark  coch  y  bondu  hackle  (red  with  black 
centre  and  tips) ;  wings,  woodcock's  wing.  Dressed  on 
the  smallest  possible  hook  it  kills  well  in  the  hottest 
weather. 

The  Orouse  HacMe. — A  capital  hot  weather  fly  dressed 
hacklewise  on  a  No.  10  or  11  hook,  with  a  small  hen  grouse 
hackle,  and  a  yellow  silk  body  with  one  turn  of  gold  tinsel 
at  the  tail. 

The  Partridge  Hackle, — Dressed  similarly  to  the  last 
fly,  but  with  a  grey  partridge  hackle  and  a  lemon  silk 
body. 

The  last  two  flies,  with  the  next  one,  and  a  black  gnat, 
perhaps,  will  fill  a  basket  on  any  mountain  beck  or  trout 
bum  in  heather  districts.  They  may  be  used  a  size  or 
two  larger  if  necessary. 

Soldier  Palmer. — A  capital  fly  in  warm  weather,  par- 
ticularly when  the  water  is  a  little  coloured.  Hook,  No. 
8,  9,  or  10 ;  body,  bright  red  crewel,  ribbed  with  gold 
thread ;  legs  and  wings,  a  bright  red  cock's  hackle,  struck 
from  tail  to  head. 

I  cannot  pass  over  this  branch  of  my  subject  without 
noticing  the  flies  used  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  author  of  the 
'  Practical  Angler.'  The  principal  flies  he  employs  are  six, 
three  of  which  are  termed  spiders,  and  three  winged  flies. 
The  sizes  of  Mr.  Stewart's  flies  are  from  No.  12  to  15  of 
the  Kendal  or  round  bend  hooks.  The  flies  are  dressed  very 
sparely  with  very  little  body  and  not  too  much  hackle. 
The  spiders  are  merely  hackle  or  buzz  flies,  and  are  of  three 
kinds. 

1.  7^  Bkick  Spider, — ^Tliis  is  made  with  the  small  feather  of  the 
cock  starling;  dressed  with  brown  silk. 

2.  The  Red  Spider  is  made  with  the  small  feather  taken  from  the 
outside  of  the  landrail^s  wing^  dressed  with  yellow  silk. 

3.  The  Ihm  Spider  is  made  from  the  small  soft  dun  or  ash- 
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coloured  feather  taken  from  the  outside  of  the  dotterel's  vnug,  failing 
that  from  the  inside  wing  of  the  starling. 

The  winged  flies  are  as  follows : — 

1.  A  woodcock  wing,  with  a  single  turn  of  red  hackle  or  landrail, 
dressed  with  yellow  silk  freely  exposed  in  the  body.  For  coloured 
water  it  may  be  dressed  with  scarlet  thread. 

2.  Hare  lug  body,  with  a  com  bunting  or  chaffinch  wing ;  a  wood- 
cock wing  may  be  put  to  the  same  body,  but  should  be  made  from  the 
small  light-coloured  feather  from  the  inside  of  the  wing. 

3.  Woodcock  wing  with  a  single  turn  of  a  soft  black  hen  hackle, 
or  a  small  feather  taken  from  the  shoulders  of  the  starling,  dressed 
with  dark  coloured  silk. 

Mr.  Stewart  adds  that,  by  varying  the  wings  and  body, 
a  great  number  of  killing  flies  may  be  made,  but  he  pins 
his  faith  upon  the  above  six  patterns ;  and  certainly  with 
these  flies  varied  in  size,  and  with  the  assistance  of  worm, 
minnow,  and  larva,  there  are  few  more  successful  anglers  in 
the  south  of  Scotland  or  on  the  Border  than  Mr.  Stewart. 

I  here  subjoin,  to  simplify  matters  for  the  young  angler, 
a  list  of  flies  which  I  find  sufficient  usually  for  all  general 
purposes  and  which  I  do  not  like  to  be  without : — 


Duns  and  spinners,  as  before- 
mentioned,  of  various  shades. 
The  March  brown. 
The  cow-dung. 

•  The  gravel  bed  (this  is  only 
indispensable  where  it  is  found). 

The  black  gnat  and  quill  gnat. 

The  alder. 

Green  and  *  grey  drakes. 

The  coch  y  bondu. 

The  sedge  fly. 

*  The  blue  and  green  midges. 
The  red  and  black  ants. 


The  August  dun. 
The  cinnamon. 

*  The  needle  brown. 
The  willow  fly. 

*  The  barm  fly. 

The  white  and  ♦  brown  moths. 
The  Francis. 
The  coachman. 
Hammond's  adopted. 
The  Hoffland's  fancy. 
The  soldier  palmer. 
The     grouse     and     partridge 
hackles. 


The  flies  with  a  star  against  them  are  those  which  the 
angler  may  best  venture  to  omit  if  he  finds  even  this  list  too 
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long.  The  remainder  I  look  on  for  general  work  as  indis- 
pensable. Of  course,  if  the  angler  knows  and  fishes  any 
particular  river  he  may  get  through  the  season  well  enough 
perhaps  with  a  bare  dozen  of  flies.  If  he  wanders  at  all, 
he  will  do  well  to  have  all  the  above  flies,  and  specially 
and  particularly  the  duns  and  spinners.  Most  people  have 
preferences  and  I  have  mine,  and  if  I  were  to  choose  the 
two  flies  which  I  do  most  with  in  the  course  of  a  year,  I 
would  select  the  alder  and  the  yellow  dun  in  various 
shades. 

LAKE  TROUT  FLIES. 

These  flies  are  legion,  each  lake  and  each  professor  on 
that  lake  having  his  own  varieties,  which  are  not  governed 
by  any  rules  but  those  of  fancy,  and  being  imitations  of 
nothing  in  nature,  the  patterns  are  endless.  I  shall 
give  a  few  which  I  know  to  be  general  killers — more  par- 
ticularly in  Scotland,  though  no  doubt  equally  good  all 
over  the  kingdom. 

The  most  favourite  wings  are  dark  mallard  and  the 
barred  feather  of  the  teal ;  to  these  may  be  wedded  almost 
any  body  and  legs  and  they  will  kill  mwre  or  less. 

The  size  very  much  depends  on  the  depth  of  the  water, 
but  from  5  or  6  to  8  or  9  hooks  will  be  about  the  range, 
though  smaller  are  often  used. 

1.  Teal  wing.  Red  cock's  hackle  from  head  to  tail.  A  dirty  rusty 
black  silk  body,  with  or  without  gold  thread. 

2.  Teal  wing.  Black  silk  body,  black  cock's  hackle  from  head  to 
tail,  and  silver  thread.    An  excellent  fly. 

3.  The  same  with  mallard  wing. 

4.  Mallard  wing.  Claret  mohair  body.  Claret  hackle  (a  shade  or 
two  lighter).  Gold  thread.  This  may  be  varied  slightly  and  advan- 
tageously with  a  red  or  a  black  cock's  hackle. 

5.  Mallard  wing.  Fiery  brown  mohair  body.  Black  hackle  and 
gold  twist.  If  there  be  salmon  about  the  last  four  flies  of  sea  trout 
size  will  often  rise  them. 
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6.  TetJ  wing.   Orange  crewel  or  floss  body,  red  hackle,  goldthread. 

7.  Wing  from  jay's  wing,  of  pale  bluish  tinge  and  darkish  towards 
the  but.    Body  and  hackle  as  in  No.  1. 

8.  Wing  as  in  the  last  fly.  Body,  dark  blue  silk.  Fine  silver 
twist  and  black  hackle.  May  be  varied  with  an  orange-yellow  silk 
body,  and  gold  twist.    A  good  sea  trout  fly. 

9.  Wing  as  before.  Body,  hare's  ear  and  water-rat  fiir  mixed. 
Hare's  ear  predominating  and  picked  out  for  legs. 

10.  Body,  olive  mohair,  with  fine  gold  wire  ribbing.  Golden  olive 
hackle,  that  is  greenish- olive  to  appearance  but  golden  when  held  up 
to  the  light.  Wing,  a  lightish  bit  of  jay's  wing  This  is  a  celebrated 
fly  in  Ireland,  where  it  is  known  as  the  '  Golden-olive.'  It  may  be 
varied  with  a  black  hackle  or  a  teal  wing. 

I  have  no  special  belief  in  these  fancy  flies — they  may 
kill  or  they  may  not.  The  soldier  palmer  is  about  the  only 
fancy  fly  I  ever  use  on  lakes  and  that  I  rarely  fish  without 
But  I  generally  find  a  March  brown,  a  blue  dun,  a  red 
spinner,  an  August  dun,  a  red  fly,  a  caperer,  very  often  a 
small  green  or  grey  drake,  and  the  white  moth^  or  some 
well-known  and  marked  fly,  kill  on  almost  any  lake  as 
well  as  the  best  and  most  favourite  local  monstrosities  that 
can  be  selected,  and  I  have  fished  on  a  great  many  wild 
lakes  in  both  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  could  nearly 
always  do  as  well  and  often  better  than  my  neighbours.  I 
generally  commence  with  a  March  brown  and  a  soldier 
palmer  ahd  seldom  want  to  change.  If  a  change  be  needed, 
orange  and  grouse,  or  blue  dun,  or  black  and  teal  should 
do  the  business.  But  people  do  have  fancies  in  this  respect, 
so  here  are  half  a  dozen  patterns  for  Welsh  lakes.  They 
are  the  pets  of  Llyn  Ogwen,  and  were  sent  me  by  an  artist 
of  note  who  dwells  on  the  banks;  they  are  beautifully 
tied,  and  will  be  useful  on  any  of  the  Welsh  lakes. 

1.  Orange  mohair,  gold  tinsel  and  grouse  hackle  (buzz). 

2.  Black  ostrich  herl,  silver  tinsel.  Black  hackle.  Slips  of  a 
clearly  specked  grouse  feather  for  the  wing. 

3.  Copper  coloured  peacock  herl.  Red  hackle  stained  orange,  with 
a  black  but  or  bottom  to  it  (buzz). 
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4.  Copper  coloured  peacock  herl.  Black  hackle.  Light  starling 
wing. 

5.  Black  ostrich  herl.  Silver  thread.  Black  hackle.  Medium 
starling  wing. 

6.  Body  and  tinsel  as  in  No.  5.  Hackle  stained  bright  red  of  a 
lake  colour.    Wing^  dark  starling  or  blackbird. 

These  flies  are  small  and  are  dressed  on  No.  11  and  12 
hooks,  but  they  can  be  enlarged  to  suit  the  taste  and 
fancy  of  the  angler  or  the  fish.  With  the  list  I  have  given, 
and  the  following  list  for  the  west  of  Ireland  lakes  and 
streams,  more  particularly  in  Kerry,  and  which  were  sent 
me  by  Haynes  of  Cork,  and  are  beautifully  tied,  the  lake 
angler  may  consider  his  quiver  full  even  to  repletion.  I 
describe  the  flies  as  I  find  them  in  the  parcel : — 

1.  Is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  common  blue  dun.  Blue  dun 
body.    Bo.  hackle,  and  starling  wing  two  whisks  for  tail. 

2.  Is  a  small  March  brown. 

3.  Is  the  August  dun. 

4.  Medium  orange  floss  body.  Gold  thread.  Black  hackle. 
Medium  starling  wing.    Mallard  whisks  for  tail. 

5.  Body,  tail,  tinsel,  as  in  No.  4.  Light  blue  dun  hackle,  and 
light  starling  wing. 

6.  Body  and  tail  as  before^  no  tinsel.  Dark  brown  hackle,  and 
wing  from  speckled  feather  of  partridge's  tail. 

7.  Black  floss  body.  Fine  silver  thread.  Black  hackle.  Dark 
starling  wing.    Two  whisks  of  grey  mallard  for  tail. 

8.  A  turn  of  gold  tinsel  at  tail.  Tail,  two  brown  mallard  whisks. 
Body,  rufous  (red  hair  colour).  Bed  hackle,  and  medium  starling 
wing. 

9.  Tinsel  and  tail  as  before.  Cinnamon  silk  body.  Medium  brown 
hackle,  dressed  buzz  rather  long  and  spidery. 

10.  Tail  and  tinsel  as  before.  Body,  lemon-yellow  floss.  Hackle 
as  in  No.  9,  with  fibres  from  the  speckled  feather  of  a  partridge's  tail 
for  wing. 

11.  Blue  dun  body,  tail,  and  hackle,  with  silver  thread  over  body, 
and  fibres  firom  grouse  or  woodcock  hackle  for  wing. 

12.  Tail  and  tinsel  as  before.  Body,  soft  brown  fur,  water-rat's 
probably,  left  rough  for  legs.  Starling  wing.  These  flies  are  on 
No.  10,  11,  and  12  hooks. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

ON  LAKE-FISHING, 

ULEB-FISmNG ^DAPING — THE  CBEEPEB — THE  BEETLE — ^THE  WOBM. 

In  lake-fishing,  the  modus  operandi  will   depend   very 
much  upon  whether  the  angler  fishes  from  a  boat  or  from 
the  shore.     In  the  first  instance,  his  task  is  a  compara- 
tively easy  one,  as  he  will   drift  along  with  very  Uttle 
use  from  the  paddles  more  than  is  required  to  keep  the 
boat  straight  and  the  proper  distance  from  the  shore.     He 
will  rarely  paddle  himself;  but  if  he  should  he  will  need 
to  know  something  of  the  shores  of  the  loch  and  where 
the  trout  frequent.     If  he  has  a  boatman,  the  boatman  will 
probably  know  the  best  spots  to  go  to,  and  the  lay  of 
the  trout.     It  is  always  desirable,  in  a  boat,  to  cast  in  to- 
wards the  shore.    The  distance  the  boat  must  be  kept  from 
the  shore  will  be  entirely  determined  by  the  weeds,  and  by 
the  precipitate  nature  or  otherwise  of  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
The  most  advantageous  depths  at  which  the  trout  will  be 
found  to  lie,  run  from  two  to  five  or  six  feet ;  over  this 
depth  the  water  will  be  probably  deeper  than  the  trout 
can   conveniently   see   and  rise   at  the  fly  from.     On  a 
calm  evening,  however,  the  best  trout  will  often  be  found 
lying  close  in  to  the  shore  with  their  backs  almost  out 
of  the  water,  and  here  they  will  take  fly  after  fly,  with 
scarcely  more  motion  than  a  trout  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
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would  be  supposed  to  make;  but  in  these  calm  even- 
ings don't  be  deceived  by  the  very  little  disturbance  they 
make  when  rising  close  in  shore,  brother  piscator.     Ap- 
proach softly  and  cast  deftly,  your  quarry  may  be  but  a 
three  or  four-inch  fry,  but  it  may  be  a  rattling  two- 
pounder,  and  if  you  go  carelessly,  all  you  will  see  of  him 
will  be  a  severe  wave  bowling  oflf  and   widening  away 
into  the  middle  of  the  loch,  and  *  Confound  it!  what  a 
whopper ! '  if  you  be  an  ordinary  kind  of  angler,  or  *  Dear 
me  I  what  a  remarkably  fine  fish  I  how  very  unfortunate  I ' 
if  you  be  particular  in  language,  will  l)e  your  farewell  to 
him,  whereas  with  caution  he  might  have  been  tempted 
to  carry  your  hook  with  him.     Some  people  think  that 
it    matters   not  in  lake-fishing   how  you   cast,  for  that 
it   is   a  lazy  careless   sort   of  sport,   to  be   carried  out 
anyhow ;   but  remember  this,  friend  student,  if  a  thing 
be  worth  doing  at  all  it  is  worth  doing  well,  and   if  a 
little  extra  care  will  put  you  a  brace  or  two  of  unusually 
fine  fish  above  the  careless  angler  who  has  simply  scared 
a  brace  or  two  of  big  ones  by  bungling  and  careless  cast- 
ing, rowing,  or  walking,  you  will  own  that  the  triumph  is 
not  only  deserved  but  worth  reaping.      When  you  feel 
tired,  careless,  and  bored,  leave  oflf,  smoke  your  pipe,  eat 
your  lunch,  and  contemplate  the  scenery  until  you  see  some 
good  fish  move  and  you  become  keen  and  eager  again.     If 
you  do  not,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  that  you  regret  it,  for 
somehow  it  is  always  when  you  are  thus  lazy  and  careless 
that  the  big  ones  seem  to  find  it  out,  and  to  take  advantage 
of  you ;   and  just  as  you  are  thinking  least  of  fish  and 
fishing,  and  have  mechanically  cast  your  fly  out  to  its  full 
extent,  when  the  point  of  the  rod  is  well  down,  up  he 
comes,  perhaps  with  a  splash  that  frightens  you  out  of  your 
wits,  you  strike  hurriedly  and  five  times  as  hard  as  you 
ought  to,  and  all  the  harder  because  the   stroke  comes 
from  the  but  instead  of  from  the  top — a  heavy  fish  and 
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light  tackle  with  a  hard  strike  tells  its  story,  and  away  goes 
your  pet  fly  and  you  have  no  other  of  the  same  pattern 
within  five  miles — 

The  waters  wild  close  o'er  the  child, 
And  you  are  left  lamenting. 

And  serve  you  right,  too.  Oh,  yes,  put  up  another  fly  in 
a  hurry,  and  fish  away  as  hard  as  you  can,  of  course,  for 
the  next  half  hour ;  he  is  sure  to  come  to  you  again,  isn't 
he  ?  And  then  you  come  home  and  find  that  Jones,  who 
isn't  half  as  good  a  fisherman  as  you  are,  and  is  only 
patient  and  painstaking,  has  a  couple  of  much  better  fish 
than  any  you  have.  '  Ah  I  if  you'd  only —  but  no  matter, 
you  won't  be  had  in  that  way  again.'  Perhaps  not.  Noiua 
verrona.  I  hate  a  lazy  fisherman.  If  the  weather  be  calm 
do  not  neglect  the  windward  shore,  as  in  the  very  curl  of  the 
small  wave  you  will  often  get  a  pull  from  the  very  best  fish. 
If  there  be  a  streak  of  foam  as  there  usually  is  on  brisk 
days,  pitch  your  fly  into  it  and  you  will  often  be  rewarded, 
as  many  flies  get  entangled  in  the  froth  and  cannot  get 
out  of  it.  The  fish  know  this  well ;  I  forget  where  I  have 
read  this  advice  (I  fancy  it  is  Stoddart's),  but  it  is  good  ad- 
vice. If,  however,  it  be  rough,  you  will  be  compelled  to 
fish  the  leeward  shores.  Avoid  the  places  where  the  rocks 
are  precipitouis  and  the  shores  steep,  and  choose  the  little 
sandy  bays  and  pebbly  strands ;  fish  the  edges  of  weeds  or 
reeds  very  carefully — they  are  favourite  harbours  for  the 
best  fish.  Wherever  you  see  little  islets  of  rock  or  cairns,  by 
no  means  pass  them  without  a  trial.  If  trees  border  the  loch 
under  them  will  be  found  the  scaly  prey  waiting  for  what- 
ever heaven  or  the  wind  may  send  them  by  shaking  the 
leaves.  Where  streams  and  rivulets  enter  the  lake  you 
should  be  particularly  sedulous  in  your  attentions,  as  here 
you  will  be  sm'e  to  find  sport  of  the  best.  If  you  hook  a 
good  fish  in  a  boat,  remember  that  the  first  thing  be  will 
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inevitably  do  is  to  dart  oflF  the  shallow  into  the  deeper 
water ;  take  care  that  in  doing  so  he  does  not  dart  under 
the  boat,  as  they  are  sometimes  apt  to.  Nothing  is  so 
absurd  as  to  see  a  stalwart  angler  with  his  rod  perfectly 
upright  and  the  fish  gone  under  his  feet.  You  have  not 
the  least  power  over  a  fish  that  has  served  you  so ;  and  if 
the  boat  be,  as  the  boat  of  the  Celt  too  often  is,  ragged  as 
to  her  bottom,  with  rusty  nails,  a  broken  sheathing,  &c., 
your  line  will  probably  be  cut,  or  if  only  hung  up,  what 
with  poking  it  clear  and  other  expedients,  the  line  will  be  so 
frayed  as  to  be  useless.  If  the  boat  does  not  catch  it  some- 
thing else  may,  and  probably  when  you  get  all  clear  again 
you  will  find  that  the  errant  fish  has  left  your  stretcher,  and 
possibly  the  dropper  too,  fast  in  a  lump  of  tough  mossy 
weed  fathoms  below,  and  is  himself  *  Liber  et  exultans 
ardet  pieces  in  aquis.^  Always  contrive,  if  possible,  to 
keep  the  fish  under  the  point  of  the  rod,  and  never,  as  far 
as  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  under  the  but.  The  rod 
must  be  nearly  upright  when  the  fish  is  gaffed  or  netted, 
but  that  is  the  only  time  when  it  should  be  so.  Take  care, 
too,  when  the  fish  is  gaffed  or  netted  and  dropped  into  the 
boat,  to  loosen  your  line  or  drop  the  point  or  the  sudden 
call  on  the  top  may  snap  it.  Knock  the  fish  on  the  head 
at  onde  for  many  reasons,  and  waste  no  time  in  admira- 
tion, for  when  they  are  *  in  the  humour '  is  the  time  to 
*  take  them.' 

In  lake-fishing  I  have  found  the  greatest  advantage  at 
times  in  making  the  drop-fly  skim  and  dib  along  the  sur- 
face of  the  water  as  it  comes  towards  you.  This  you 
cannot  well  manage  on  a  stream,  but  on  a  lake  in  still 
water  it  will  often  be  found  *  very  successful.'  Indeed,  I 
have  often  taken  three  or  four  fish  for  one  to  the  stretcher 
on  a  dropper  worked  thus.  In  fishing  from  the  shore,  say 
outside  a  piece  of  weed,  look  out  sharply  when  the  dropper 
trips  up  thus  towards  the  very  edge  of  the  weed,  and  it 
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will  often  prove  irresistible  to  the  best  fish.  Eemember 
that  though  you  have  no  stream  in  a  lake  you  have  wind, 
with  which  the  flies  will  drift  just  as  naturally  as  they 
will  in  a  stream,  and  it  is  not  advisable,  if  yoVf  can  avoid 
it,  to  draw  your  flies  against  it,  as  it  is  unnatural,  and 
will  challenge  attention  and  often  scare  the  best  fish, 
though  small  ones  may  not  mind  it. 

In  fishing  from  the  shore,  you  will  often  have  to  wade. 
If  the  wind  be  blowing  sharply  along  the  shore  you  fish, 
get  it  at  your  back  and  walk  cautiously  on  a  step  at  a 
time,  casting  outwards  first  and  then  in  the  segment  of  a 
circle,  the  last  cast  terminating  almost  on  the  shore.  Then 
take  another  step,  or  perhaps  two,  and  repeat  the  process, 
making  as  little  disturbance  as  you  can ;  but  always  look 
well  to  your  footing,  and  feel  your  way  onward,  or  a  big, 
round,  or  slippery  stone  will  bring  you  suddenly  to  grief.  If 
you  be  a  smoker,  brother  angler,  take  care  (and  this  will 
apply  equally  perhaps  to  river-fishing)  to  knock  the  fire  quite 
out  of  your  pipe  before  you  pocket  it,  or  you  may  chance 
to  do  as  I  did  once  when  wading  along  the  strand  on  that 
prince  of  loughs,  Lough  Melvin.  I  was  having  great  sport, 
and  fancying  my  pipe  was  out,  popped  it  hastily  into  my 
pocket  without  consideration.  After  a  time  I  smelt  an 
unpleasant  smell  of  burning.  At  first  I  thought  it  but  the 
smoke  from  something  burning  on  the  land  and  paid  no 
attention  to  it.  Presently  my  thigh  warned  me  of  a  sen- 
sation of  heat ;  I  thrust  my  hand  into  my  pocket — it  was  on 
fire.  I  hastily  thrust  out  the  contents.  My  pocket  was  in 
large  holes ;  the  coat  even  was  singed  through,  my  hand- 
kerchief destroyed,  and,  worse  than  all,  the  extreme  edge 
of  my  tackle-book  singed  smartly,  and  when  I  came  to 
inspect  it,  *  Oh,  dies  miaerabilia,^  ten  or  a  dozen  beautiful 
exquisitely  fine  new  casting-lines  of  a  delicate  amber- 
colour,  done  up  in  coils  of  eight  or  ten  inches  circumference, 
which  I  had  laid  in' for  my  campaign  at  Farlow's  but  three 
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days  previously,  were  just  burnt  through  (only  just)  in  one 
spot,  thus  reducing  the  whole  of  them  to  irreparable  and 
useless  fragments.  Oh,  the  trouble  I  had  in  picking  those 
lines !  for  I  am  very  particular  and  choice  in  my  trout-casts. 
I  sent  for  more,  but  I  could  not  replace  those  I  had  lost. 
Ay  de  mi  ! 

Som«  lakes  are  what  are  called  *  free  risjjpg  lakes,'  some 
but  moderately  so.      The  fish  are  more  capricious  and 
apparently  shyer,  and  sport,  though  sometimes  good,  is  less 
certain  in  them.     These  lakes  often  have  better  fish  than  the 
*  free  risers.'     Some,  again,  are  termed  *  sulky  lakes,'  and 
are  very  hard  to  get  fish  from  at  all,  though  occasionally, 
but  rarely,  splendid  sport  will  be  had  on  them.     I  have 
dealt  rather  fully  upon  the  rationale  of  this  in  my  former 
work  upon  fish  culture,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the 
reasons  I  have  there  given  are  the  correct  ones.     It  is  a 
question  altogether  of  food  and  the  depth  of  the  water. 
On  many  lakes  there  is  but  one  time  iq  the  year  when  you 
get  anything  like  sport,  and  that  is  when  the  May  fly  is 
on.     The  Westmeath  lakes.  Lough  Erne,  and  Lough  Arrow, 
in  Sligo,  are  excellent  examples  of  this  latter  peculiarity. 
In  tbe  former,  particularly,  sport  to  any  extent  afr  any 
other  time  is  exceptional.     When  the  May  fly  is  on,  the 
sport  is  often  splendid,  the  fish  running  very  large.     At 
other  times  the  fish  do  not  seem  to  think  it  worth  while 
to  come  to  the  surface  at  all,  the  flies  they  find  there  pro- 
bably not  being  of  sufficient  size  and  plenty  to  tempt  them 
up.     When  these  large  flies,  however,  are  rising,  the  fish 
follow  them  up  to  the  surface,  and  are  kept  there  by  the 
plenty  they  find  there.   At  other  times,  such  is  the  abund- 
ance and  choice  of  food  at  the  bottom  of  the  lakes  that 
they  can  fill  their  bellies  with  very  little  trouble,  and 
without*  the    necessity   for    leaving  the   bottom.     Thus 
they  grow  fat,  lazy,  and  large.     As  an  instance  of  this,  I 
will  quote  a  fact  mentioned  by  Colonel  Whyte  some  time 
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ago  in  the  *  Field.'  The  Colonel  stated  that  he  had  a 
small  lake  which  formerly  held  a  quantity  of  nice  fish. 
They  were  not  very  large,  but  very  free  in  rising,  and  he 
could  take  a  good  number  of  them  almost  whenever  he 
chose  to  go  a-fishing.  Wishing  to  try  whether  the  in- 
troduction of  fresh  food  would  improve  their  size  and 
condition,  he  turned  into  the  lake  a  good  quantity  of  the 
small  freshwater  snails  and  other  small  molluscs  which 
are  found  in  many  waters,  but  hitherto  had  not  been 
present  in  this  lake.  These  molluscs  took  well  to  the 
lake,  and  increased  rapidly.  As  they  did  so,  the  fish  in- 
creased in  size  and  improved  wonderfully  in  condition, 
becoming  from  slim  genteel  trout  perfect  miniature  pigs 
with  fine  pink  flesh;  but  mark  the  consequence — as  they 
improved  in  size  and  condition,  they  gradually  left  off 
rising  to  flies,  so  that  where  he  was  able  formerly  to  bag 
his  couple  of  dozen  with  the  fly,  he  now  finds  it  difficult 
even  to  bag  one.  Now,  here  is  a  hint  as  regards  lakes, 
which  proprietors  might  act  on  if  they  chose,  for  there  are 
other  species  of  food  which  might  be  thus  introduced  be- 
sides molluscs,  which  might  not  spoil  the  rising  of  the  fish. 
But  AS  I  have  dealt  with  all  this  elsewhere,  I  only  refer  to 
it  here  to  point  out  that  when  the  fish  are  thus  shy  it  is 
because  they  find  too  much  food  at  the  bottom  to  trouble 
their  heads  with  what  goes  on  at  the  surface. 

In  the  moderate  lakes  this  is  only  partially  the  case,  and 
there  is  yet  some  species  of  fly  or  insect  perhaps  of  suffi- 
cient size  and  attraction  to  tempt  them  to  the  surface 
occasionally.  What  it  may  be  of  course  has  all  to  be  dis- 
covered. So  far  these  matters  are  almost  a  closed  book  -to 
us.  Now,  if  the  trout  are  too  much  engaged  on  the 
bottom  to  come  to  or  even  look  at  the  top,  manifestly  the 
only  chance  the  angler  has  is  to  seek  them  on  their  own 
terms  at  the  bottom,  and  he  must  either  fish  with  a  float 
and  wox:m  or  minnow,  as  recommended  by  Stoddart,  or 
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I  recommend  him  to  try  the  plan  which  I  have  already 
mentioned  for  deep  still  holes  and  mill  heads,  where  the 
trout  are  equally  indisposed  to  come  to  the  surface;  he 
must  select  a  tolerably  large  fly  (the  choice  must  be  left  to 
his  own  judgment),  bite  a  good  sized  split  shot  on  the  gut 
just  above  the  head  of  the  fly,  where  it  will  look  like  a 
natural  head  and  neck,  then  cast  his  line,  and  let  it  sink 
as  near  to  the  bottom  as  he  can  judge,  without  hanging 
in  the  weeds,  &c.,  and  then  draw  it  towards  him,  and 
upwards,  by  short  pulls  and  jerks,  and  he  will  probably 
get  a  tremendous  pull  for  his  pains,  when  he  will  do  his 
best  to  pull  too,     A  single  gentle,  or  maggot,  or  caddis 
added  to  his  line  by  sticking  one  on  the  bend  of  the  hook, 
will  increase  its  temptations ;  or  if  he  likes  to  abjure  a 
body  and  have  nothing  but  hackle  and  wings,  and  to  put 
two  gentles  on  in  place  of  it,  he  will  probably  astonish 
some  of  the  *  sulky  boys '  if  he  perseveres  with  his  *  sink- 
ing and  drawing.'     Of  course,  if  he  makes  half  a  dozen  or 
a  dozen  casts,  and  then  gets  tired  of  it,  throws  it  up,  and 
says,  *  It  is  of  no  use,'  it  wUl  be  of  no  use.     It  must  be 
tried  fairly ;  for  big  trout,  even  in  sulky  lakes,  are  not  to 
be  found  over  every  yard  of  the  bottom,  and  still  less  dis- 
posed to  feed  at  any  or  every  hour  of  the  day.     In  many 
sulky  lakes  the  trout  only  rise  well  after   dark,  when 
admirable  sport  may  often  be  had. 

ON  DIBBING  OR  DAPING. 

Next  to  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly  ranks  fishing  with 
the  natural  fly,  or,  as  it  is  termed,  dibbing  or  daping.  It 
is  a  much  simpler  process,  but  requires  a  great  deal  of 
nicety.  The  easiest  style  is  the  blow-line,  but  the  blow-line 
ia  hardly  fair  fly-fishing ;  indeed,  dibbing,  more  especially 
with  the  May  fly,  is  so  destructive  when  worked  by  an 
adept  that  it  is  more  than  a  question  whether  it  should  be 
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held  fair  fishing  at  all.     However,  as  many  clubs  and 
good  anglers  do  follow  and  profess  it  I  will  e'en  treat  of  it. 
The  blow-line  is  thus  employed.     The  line  is  composed  of 
the  lightest,  loosest,  and  airiest  floss  silk — bo  web-like  that 
the  least  pufif  of  wind  will  drive  it  before  it.     Light  and 
loose  as  it  is,  it  has  abundant  strength.     The  rod  used 
generally  resembles  the  mast  of  a  fishing-smack,  being  of 
the  lightest  cane,  but  as  long  as  it  can  be  obtained  or 
worked.     It  generally  runs  to  nineteen  or  twenty  feet,  and 
often  beyond  that.     As  a  foot-line  or  cast  there  is  some 
two  feet  or  more  of  very  fine  gut,  and  a  hook  to  match. 
On  this  hook  is  impaled  a  live  May  fly.     Put  the  hook 
into  the  thorax  about  the  throat  and  bring  it  out  again 
just  below  the  wings.    Some  anglers  use  two  flies,  and  two 
hooks  are  then  employed,  tied,  not  back  to  back,  but  side 
to  side,  and  then  opened  wide  enough  to  get  the  two  flies 
on  comfortably ;  I  do  not  commend  the  plan  as  it  makes 
too  bulky  a  bait.     The  angler  then  chooses  that  bank  of 
the  stream  whence  the  wind  is  blowing,  and  walks  up  the 
bank ;  when  he  sees  a  good  fish  rise  he  turns  his  back  to 
to  the  wind,  faces  the  fish,  lets  out  line  enough  just  to  clear 
the  ground — holds  the  rod  perfectly  upright,  and  allows 
the  wind  to  take  the  line  out  over  the  river,  which,  if  but  a 
very  moderate  breeze  is  on,  it  will  do  easily.  When  it  is  bel- 
lied out  half-way  or  three  parts  across  the  stream,  judging 
his  distance  carefully,  the  angler  slowly  lowera  the  point  of 
the  rod,  so  that  if  he  has  measured  his  distance  pretty 
rightly  the  fly  will  light  where  or  whereabouts  the  fish  is 
rising,  and  a  little  above  it  of  course,  and  as  the  fly  can 
be  lowered  on  to  the  water  au  naturel  like  thistledown, 
and  by  the  skilful  working  of  the  rod-point  can  be  made 
even  to  skip  and  flutter  up  and  down  on  the  surface  like 
the  natural  insect  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  most  rabid 
and  demonstrative  liberty,  and  as  no  line  need  be  visible, 
and  nothing  need  touch  the  water  but  the  fly,  if  a  fish  be 
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taking  (as  most  fish  are  when  the  May  fly  is  on)  and  the 
angler  be  anything  but  a  bungler  a  rise  should  be  almost  a 
certainty.  When  a  fish  rises  at  a  fly  give  him  time  enough 
to  get  the  fly  into  his  mouth  before  you  strike ;  as  the 
May  fly  is  a  largish  fly,  the  trout  will  possibly  not  take  the 
entire  fly  quite  in  his  mouth  at  the  first  gulp,  but  sucks 
it  in  slowly,  and  a  strike  then  may  eventuate  in  the  hook 
coming  away  without  the  fly,  and  a  scared  fish.  I  have 
often  known  this  to  be  the  case,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
misses  the  fish  would  have  a  bad  chance  against  the  blow- 
line  ;  but  a  miss  or  twa.  of  this  kind  soon  renders  them 
wide-awake,  and  I  have  seen  a  blow-line  worked  over  a 
mile  of  stream  where  lots  of  fine  fish  were  rising  at  the 
May  fly  without  hooking  a  fish..  By  far  the  moie  skilful, 
and,  of  course^  the  more  difficult  plan,  is  to  use  only  the 
ordinaiy  fly-rod,  aad  employing  about  three  yards  of  the 
very  finest  gut,  and  a  fine  wire  Noi  7  straight  bend,  short- 
shanked  hook,  to  cast  the  fly  as  though  it  were  but  an  imi- 
tatioiu  Of  course  a  good  deal  of  care  and  practice  are 
requked,  or  the  fly  will  whip  oflF  to  a  certaint3^  Thea  in 
guiding  the  fly  down  over  the  stream  it  is  necessary  not  to 
check  it  or  it  immediately  becomes  entirely  imirbersed, 
and  after  this  has  happened  two  or  three  times  the  wings 
will  most  likely  become  wet  and  the  fly  will  be  useless. 

Having  baited  the  hook  as  in  blow-line  fishing,  let  out 
rather  more  line  than  the  length  of  the  rod  (the  angler 
will  soon  find  out  how  mnch  he  can  manage),  take  the  line 
about  six  or  eight  inches  above  the  hook  between  the 
finger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  wave  the  rod  and  the 
bagged  line  backwards  and  forwards  once  or  twice  to  get 
the  spring,  and,  if  possible,  to  wait  for  a  slight  air  or  puff 
of  wind  (it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is  very  desirable  to 
get  the  wind  in  your  favour  in  this  kind  of  fishing),  then, 
as  you  intend  to  cast,  raise  both  hands  before  you  as 
though  casting  the  fly  with  both  hands,  as  it  were,  towards 
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its  destination,  at  the  proper  moment  when  the  impulse  is 
given  (and  this  exact  moment  nothing  but  experience  will 
tell)  let  go  of  the  line  and  cast  softly,  and  without  jerk  or 
violence  of  any  kind,  towards  the  point  aimed  at  (say  a 
yard  above  a  rising  fish),  and  if  the  cast  be  deftly  made 
the  fly  will  fall  like  nature  itself  on  the  surface,  and  the 
light  fine  gut  will  also  be  extended  upon  iU  No  motion 
of  drawing  towards  the  rod  or  angler  must  be  made^  or 
the  line  will  make  *  centipedes'  on  the  water,  and  the  fly 
be  drowned.  The  stream  must  bear  it  along  the  surface 
without  check  or  motion,  the  angler  following  the  fly 
down  with  the  point  of  the  rod  and  a  loose  line.  When 
a  fish  rises  give  him  time  to  turn  his  head,  and  then  strike 
firmly  but  not  heavily,  and  get  on  terms  with  your  fish  as 
soon  as  you  can.  When  the  swim  is  over  you  can  pull  out 
and  cast  again,  and  be  sure  and  get  the  fly  off  the  water 
as  expeditiously  as  possible,  but  without  violence — of 
course  there  is  no  necesdty  to  take  the  line  twixt  finger 
and  thumb  again.  Cast  as  in  artificial  fly-fishing,  but 
with  less  force  and  abruptness,  and  cause  the  line  to 
describe  more  of  a  circle  behind  you,  as  the  slightest 
'  flick '  or  *  crack '  will  necessitate  putting  on  a  new  fly. 
At  every  cast  you  may  let  out  a  foot  or  two  of  line, 
until  you  get  out  as  much  as  you  can  cast.  I  have  seen 
anglers  who  could  cast  near  a  dozen  yards  of  line  with 
a  live  fly  at  the  end,  with  the  slightest  air  or  wind  be- 
hind them.  A  long,  light,  and  especially  a  pliable  rod 
(more  particularly  at  the  top)  is  required  for  this  kind  of 
fishing ;  and  though  it  is  very  deadly,  it  is  not  equal,  of 
course,  to  the  blow-line,  while  it  affords  as  much  sport 
as,  and  requires  more  skill  than,  casting  with  the  artificial 
fly ;  but  it  has  its  drawbacks.  It  is  '  finicking,'  fidgetty 
work.  The  constant  renewing  of  the  flies,  and  the  great 
care  required  in  casting,  the  necessity  for  avoiding  care- 
fully every  leaf  and  twig  make  it  a  troublesome  business 
at  the  best,  though  it  is  almost  always  in  suitable  weather 


DATING  WITH  SMALL  FLIES.  229 

productive  of  a  good  basket.  In  May  fly  fishing,  of  course, 
one  of  the  requisites  is  a  good  supply  of  fine  fresh  green 
May  flies — ^the  greener  or  yellower  the  better.  Eschew  as 
much  as  possible  the  black  and  shiny  transformation,  as 
the  fiish  greatly  prefer  the  freshly-hatched  insect ;  these  it 
is  most  desirable  to  have  caught  on  the  morning  of  fishing 
if  possible.  They  should  be  kept  in  a  small  basket  made 
for  the  purpose,  and  sold  at  many  tackle  makers  ;  this  is 
semicircular  in  form,  like  a  soldier's  canteen,  in  fact,  and 
has  a  lid  and  an  aperture  whence  the  flies  can  be  taken  as 
they  are  required.  The  basket  is  strapped  to  the  waist  by 
a  leathern  strap,  and  thus  can  be  arranged  wherever  it 
may  be  found  most  convenient  to  the  hand. 

There  are  many  other  natural  flies  and  insects  that  can 
be  used  in  daping,  as  the  stone  fly,  the  alder  fly,  the  blue- 
bottle, the  daddy  longlegs,  the  coch  y  bondu,  the  cin- 
namon, &c.,  in  fact,  almost  any  fly  that  is  large  enough  to 
be  stuck  upon  a  hook  wiU  answer  the  purpose.  For  the 
smaller  flies  it  is  customary  to  use  a  smaller  hook,  and  to 
put  two  flies  upon  it ;  but  with  such  flies  it  is  more  cus- 
tomary to  use  a  longish  rod,  and  to  dib  in  over  bushes  or 
from  behind  some  sheltering  tree,  or  any  other  cover  where 
the  angler  can  conceal  himself.  Here,  haply,  where  over- 
hanging branches  cast  a  shadow  on  the  water  in  the  hottest 
weather,  the  big  fellows  lie  close  in  to  the  bank  under 

which, 

.    .    .    .    beneath  the  tangled  roots 

Of  pendent  trees,  the  monarch  of  the  brook 

has  his  abiding-place,  you  see  him,  as  it  were,  standing  at 
his  front  door  in  the  receipt  of  custom,  and  rising  gently  at 
every  fly,  grub,  or  insect-security  that  may  pass  him  It  is 
your  business,  oh  angler  1  to  take  in  this  greedy  discounter 
of  insect  acceptances. 

Behoves  you  then  to  ply  your  finest  art. 
Prospect  the  place,  look  for  an  open  space  through  the^ 
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boughs  and  foliage,  just  over  some  good  fish.  You  must 
approach  the  spot  with  great  caution,  poking  your  rod 
with  the  line  wound  round  it  before  you ;  now  you  are 
opposite  to  the  spot,  and  concealed  from  the  fish  by  an  ip- 
tervening  bush.  Upon  a  No.  8  hook  of  fine  wire  stick  your 
two  flies ;  if  you  have  not  flies,  why  a  couple  of  gentles, 
a  grasshopper,  or  bumblebee  perhaps,  or  any  other  insect 
will  haply  serve  yoxi.  A  couple  of  yards  will  be  as  much 
line  as  you  require ;  wind  it  loosely  round  your  rod-point, 
the  baited  hook  hanging  down  close  to  the  rod;  now, 
cautiously  and  gradually,  and  with  as  little  motion  or  dis- 
turbance as  possible,  poke  the  point  of  the  rod  through 
the  hole  in  the  foliage,  and  begin  turning  the  rod  round 
to  let  the  line  unwind ;  presently  it  is  all  out,  and  the  bait 
hangs  free  outside  of.  the  bushes ;  beiTig  sure  that  you  are 
over  the  right  spot,  gently  drop  the  bait  on  the  surface ; 
there  is  a  slight  dimple  in  the  water  below,  a  sound  in 
the  dead  stillness,  as  if  a  drop  of  water  had  fallen  into 
a  well,  followed  by  a  considerable  splashing  and  a  rush 
under  the  bank  if  you  do  not  prevent  it,  and  you  must 
play  and  get  your  fish  out  in  the  best  way  you  can.  If 
he  is  a  very  good  one,  your  chance  to  lose  him  is  con- 
siderable. Daping  is  in  some  places  called  '  shade-fishing.* 
It  is  as  great  a  stretch  of  a  permission  for  a  day's  fly- 
fishing  as  any  gentleman  could  be  guilty  of — more  this 
deponent  sayeth  not.  It  would  be  thought  that  where 
worm-fishing  is  prohibited  every  other  species  of  bait- 
fishing  would  be  also  prohibited,  yet  is  this  not  the  case, 
for  on  many  waters  dibbing  with  the  natural  fly  — 
which  is,  perhaps,  the  most  deadly  style  of  fishing  of  any 
in  experienced  hands — is  permitted,  while  minnow  and 
worm  are  excluded,  and  even  called  poaching.  I  have 
noticed  that  the  piscatorial  mind  has  a  strange  way  of 
looking  upon  the  word  poaching.  With  many  people 
*  poaching '  means  fishing  in  any  other  way  than   that 
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&voured  by  the  appellant.     It,  in  fact,  as  Hudibras  has  it. 

Compounds  for  sins  they  feel  inclmed  to. 
By  d ing  those  they  Ve  got  no  mind  to. 

Had  I  my  will  I  would  never  allow  a  trout  to  be  caught 
with  anything  but  the  artificial  fly,  and  should,  under 
such  circumstances,  look  upon  all  bait-fishing  as  poaching, 
no  matter  how  employed.  But  as  men  are  constituted, 
each  has  his  favourite  mode  of  fishing,  and  all  must  be 
served.  The  only  things  I  resolutely  bar  and  will  not  hold 
admissible  imder  any  circumstances  are  salmon  roe  and 
wasp-grub.  The  first  because  it  is  illegal  and  destruc- 
tive of  the  salmon  (for  to  bait  your  hook  with  three  or  four 
salmon  to  catch  one  trout  is  very  bad  economy) ;  while  the 
second  spoils  the  sport  of  others,  for  where  wasp-grub 
has  been  used  to  any  extent,  sport  ceases.  In  all  other 
respects,  if  worm,  minnow,  and  natural  fly  are  allowed,  what 
should  be  prohibited?  It  is  the  common  practice  in 
many  places  to  fish  gentles  for  trout,  precisely  as  though 
you  were  fishing  for  roach,  using  a  fine  quill  float,  and 
throwing  in  a  few  gentles  from  time  to  time ;  but  I  never 
could  abide  fishing  for  trout  with  a  float — ^it  is  an  insult  to 
the  prince  of  bold-biting  fish — still  it  is  practised  in  the 
quiet  eddies  and  holes,  with  great  effect,  too,  and  Mr. 
Stoddart,  who  is  a  great  authority  upon  worm-fishing,  as 
I  have  said,  recommends  the  use  of  a  float  on  small  lakes 
and  pools.  With  respect  to  what  methods  of  fishing  are 
fair  and  what  not,  the  most  satisfactory  and  safe  plan  to 
go  on  would  appear  to  be  guided  by  the  custom ;  if  a  person 
confines  himself  to  the  custom  of  the  place  he  cannot  be 
far  wrong.  But  if  he  is  told  that  he  is  to  confine  himself 
to  any  special  kind  of  fishing — for  instance,  if  he  has  a 
day's  fishing  granted  to  him  on  condition  that  it  is  fair  fly- 
fishing— ^and  he  *just  slips  on  a  worm  because  they  don't 
rise  very  well,'  then  he  is  not  only  a  poacher  but  an 
unmitigated  '  cad,'  who  ought  to  be  kicked  off  the  premises. 
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ON  CRAB  OR  CREEPER-FISHINa 

Here,  again,  is  a  method  of  bait-fishing  very  widely 
indulged  in,  which  is  really  very  deadly  in  skilful  hands, 
and  which  might  be  held  poaching  if  any  bait-fishing  is, 
nevertheless  it  is  not.  The  crab  or  creeper  is  the  larva 
of  the  stone  fly,  and  may  be  found  running  about  amongst 
the  stones  on  the  wet  strands  of  rivers  where  the  stone  fly 
is  plentiful,  during  the  month  of  April  and  on  through 
much  of  May,  according  to  the  season,  a  week  or  two 
sooner  or  later.  In  appearance  it  resembles  strongly  a 
black  insect  which  we  used  to  call  in  my  early  youth  the 
*  Devil's  coach  horses,'  an  insect  which  perhaps  will  be 
recognised  by  its  habit  of  erecting  its  tail,  or  the  latter 
half  of  its  body,  in  the  air,  when  disturbed  I  believe.  Its 
proper  name  is  the  rose  beetle.  Like  to  it  is  the  creeper, 
save  that  it  has  horns  or  feelers  on  the  head,  and  some- 
what similar  appendages  to  the  tail.  It  is  not  a  prepos- 
sessing looking  insect.  It  is  very  active,  and  not  so  very 
easy  to  catch.  However,  the  laddies  by  the  river-side  will 
always  collect  the  angler  a  good  stock  of  them  for  a  con- 
sideration if  they  are  to  be  obtained. 

The  method  of  using  the  creeper  very  much  resembles 
that  used  in  lob  woorm  fishing  in  the  larger  brooks  and 
rivers,  but  with  this  remarkable  difference,  that  whereas 
the  lob  worm  is  most  deadly  when  the  water  is  coloured 
slightly,  the  creeper  is  most,  deadly  when  it  is  low  and 
bright.  The  later  the  creeper  can  be  fished  in  the  season 
the  better  the  chance  is  with  trout.  The  method  of  using 
it  is  as  follows:  The  gut  should,  of  course,  be  of  the 
finest,  some  two  or  three  yards ;  the  hook  a  straight-bend 
No.  7,  with  a  longish  shank.  Some  people  prefer  two 
smaller  hooks,  one  above  the  other,  the  lower  hook  hooked 
crosswise  through   the  tail,  and  the  upper  through  the 
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thorax;  and  doubtless  with  a  tender  bait  like  this,  this 
plan  is  worth  consideration.  I  generally,  however,  when  I 
have  used  it,  employed  but  one  hook,  as  above ;  but  to  pre- 
vent the  fly  slipping  down  to  the  bend  of  the  hook,  I  lash 
into  the  shank  of  the  hook  a  short  bristle,  leaving  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  of  it  pointing  out  and  upwards  towards 
the  gut,  and  this  prevents  the  bait  from  slipping  down, 
while  it  forms  no  resistance  whatever  to  baiting.  Choose 
the  creeper  with  the  most  yellow  about  it  (as  we  believe 
do  the  trout)  for  preference.  This,  I  fancy,  is  the  female, 
and  trout  favour  the  feminine  gender  with  more  flies  than 
the  stone  fly.  Take  the  hook  and  insert  the  point  at  the 
top  of  the  thorax,  threading  the  bait  upon  the  hook,  as  it 
were,  until  the  point  comes  out  about  the  middle  of  the 
belly,  and  the  insect  hangs  pretty  straight  upon  the  hook, 
the  shank  buried  in  the  body,  and  but  the  point  visible. 
Great  care  is  required  in  casting,  as  the  bait  is  very  tender, 
and  therefore  the  line  should  not  greatly  exceed  the  length 
of  the  rod,  unless  the  angler  be  very  skilful.  No  shot  is 
necessary  unless  the  water  be  heavy.  In  ordinary  streams 
it  will  sink  to  mid-water  easily  enough,  where  it  will  for 
the  most  part  be  taken.  If  the  water  be  heavy,  however, 
a  single  large  shot  will  do.  Bite  it  on  a  foot  above  the 
hook.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  fish  creepers  properly 
without  wading.  Enter  the  stream,  stooping  cautiously  if 
the  water  happen  to  be  very  open  and  thin,  and  cast  up- 
wards and  outwards,  letting  the  bait  come  down  almost 
level  with  the  place  where  you  stand,  lifting  the  bait 
by  raising  the  point  of  the  rod  slightly  now  and  then,  if 
you  have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  getting  near  the 
bottom,  taking  a  careful  step,  or  even  two,  upwards, 
at  every  cast  or  so.  Try  the  edges  of  streams  just  out  of 
the  rough  water,  the  turn  of  an  eddy,  the  eye  of  the  stream, 
and  where  it  commences  to  turn  oflF  under  overhanging 
banks  or  trees  with  a  fair  stream  under  them,  the  tails  of 
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rough  pools — anywhere  where  good  fish  may  be  on  the 
watch,  save  still  water,  where  it  is  next  to  useless  to  try  it. 
The  eye  should  detect  the  bite  before  the  hand.     If  you 
wait  for  the  hand  to  denote  to  you  the  'jog,  jog'  a  good 
trout  gives  when  he  takes  a  bait,  ten  to  one  you  will  be 
too  late.     As  the  bait  never  does,  or  never  ought  to,  touch 
the  bottom  (as,  being  so  tender,  it  is  very  soon  destroyed), 
the  instant  the  line  checks  as  it  comes  down  stream  towards 
you  don't  wait  to  wonder  what  it  may  be,  but  strike.    The 
loss  or  damage  of  your  bait  is  certain  in  either  case,  whether 
you  have  a  bite  and  miss  it,  or  whether  you  take  hold  of  a 
stick,  weed,  or  stone,  so  you  may  as  well  strike  and  chance 
*  it.     Do  not  strike  too  hard.     Strike  quickly,  lightly,  and 
firmly ;  and  as  the  best  fish  come  at  the  creeper,  get  them 
down  to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  as  little  ado,  so 
as  not  to  disturb  the  others  above.     The  greatest  nuisance 
of  this  fishing  is  that  you  are  so  perpetually  called  upon 
to  renew  your  bait,  for  every  run,  every  stroke,  and  every 
hitch  destroys  it.     Perhaps  the  most  deadly  time  of  any  to 
use  the  creeper  is  about  the  period  when  the  chief  transi- 
tion from  creeper  to  fly  is  going  on  ;  and  he  is  a  muflf  who 
with  a  fair  chance  in  his  favour  cannot  fill  a  basket  with 
good  trout  then. 

A  tin  fly-box,  of  funnel  shape,  with  a  small  exit,  is  the 
best  thing  to  keep  them  in ;  and  there  are  few  tackle  shops 
but  sell  such  boxes.  The  creeper  may  be  kept  either  in 
water  or  without.  If  you  wish  to  keep  a  number  of  them, 
probably  a  large  box  with  perforated  zinc  top,  and  a  layer 
of  large  pebbles  at  the  bottom,  only  half  submerged  in 
water,  so  that  the  insects  may  suit  their  own  convenience, 
would  be  preferable.  For  a  day's  fishing,  they  may  be 
carried  in  a  dry  box. 
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Various  beetles,  both  land  and  water,  may  be  used  in 
precisely  the  same  way  as  the  creeper.  Anglers  do  not,  as 
a  rule,  pay  half  enough  attention  to  the  various  species  of 
coleoptera  on  which  the  trout  feed.  Yet  the  importance  of 
this  kind  of  food,  not  only  to  trout  but  to  many  other  sorts 
of  fish,  may  be  seen  by  cutting  open  a  trout  when  they  are 
perhaps  rising  badly,  when  a  large  proportion  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  fish's  stomach  will  be  found  to*  be  beetles ;  and 
a  good  basket  may  often  be  made  either  with  the  natural 
or  artificial  beetle  when  the  fish  are  not  rising  to  the  fly. 
In  mentioning  the  real  beetle,  of  course  its  use  would  be 
confined  only  to  those  waters  where  bait-fishing  is  legi- 
timate. The  best  land-beetles  to  use  are  the  coch  y  bondn, 
Marlow  buzz,  or  fern-webb,  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken.  It  may  be  found  plentifully  in  many  places  in 
June  and  July.  Similar  to  it  is  the  cowdung-beetle,  found 
under  cowdung  of  some  days  standing ;  but  there  are  many 
others  which  may  be  used  on  an  emergency,  and  which 
will  be  found  to  kill  well.  Water-beetles  are  very  numer- 
ous, and  will,  of  course,  also  be  found  valuable  aids  to  the 
fisherman.  The  method  of  using  them  is  similar  to  that 
described  in  creeper-fishing.  The  artificial  beetle  will  be 
found  very  useful  at  times,  and  I  recommend  it  as  much  the 
pleasantest  way  of  fishing  beetle;  and  as  much  skill  and 
quickness,  and  perhaps  even  more,  will  be  required  than  is 
necessary  in  the  manipulation  of  the  artificial  fly,  because 
the  angler  will  not  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  a  rise, 
but  will  have  to  judge  from  his  sense  of  feeling  and  the 
motion  of  the  line.  If  the  line  stops  suddenly  he  should 
strike  at  once,  not  waiting  for  the  tug  at  the  rod-top ;  but 
in  all  cases  he  should  strike  lightly,  or  he  may  destroy  his 
bait  even  if  there  should  be  no  bite.     The  artificial  beetle 
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should  be  made  by  tying  three  strands  of  gat^  stained 
almost  blacky  firmly  crosswise  to  the  hook  shank.  Then 
tie  a  bunch  of  some  long  strands  of  any  brown  or  mottled 
feather  which  will  best  imitate  the  wing  cases,  on  at  the 
tail  of  the  hook.  Next  tie  on  peacock  or  ostrich  herl  at 
the  same  place^  and  wind  the  silk  up  to  the  bend ;  in 
doing  so  two  strips  of  lead  may  be  bound  on  to  the  shank 
to  give  it  weight.  Then  wind  on  the  herl  for  the  body, 
and  tie  it  off  neatly ;  bring  the  brown  strands  up  to  the 
bend  tightly,  to  form  the  back,  and  tie  it  off;  then  tie  a 
bit  of  silk  tightly  round  over  all  to  separate  the  body  and 
form  the  thorax.  Cuts  of  two  artificial  beetles  may  be 
seen  at  Plate  IX.  figs.  5  and  6. 

ON  WORM-nSHING. 

There  are  two  methods  of  worm-fishing — one  which  I 
am  excessively  partial  to,  and  x)ne  which  I  care  nothing 
about.  The  first  and  simplest  is  the  dolce  far  niente  of 
trout-fishing;  and  I  know  nothing  more  pleasant  than 
wandering  dreamily  away  up  amongst  the  hills  by  the  side 
of  some  tiny  beck,  new  to  the  angler,  with  no  sound  but 
the  plover,  or  the  curlew,  or  the  distant  tinkle  of  the 
drowsy  bell-wether ;  no  encnmbranee  but  a  light  rod ;  no 
bother  about  what  flies  will  or  will  not  suit;  no  tackle 
beyond  a  yai-d  of  gut  and  two  or  three  hooks  in  a  piece  of 
brown  paper ;  a  small  bag  of  moss  with  well-scoured  worms 
within ;  a  sandwich  or  a  cold  mutton  chop — ^the  latter  for 
preference — in  one  pocket,^  and  a  flask  of  the  dew  ^  that 
shines  in  the  starlight  when  kings  dinna  ken'  in  the  other. 
Far,  far  beyond  all  care ;  away  from  rates,  taxes,  and  tele- 
grams ;  where  there  are  neither  division  listSj^  nor  law  lists, 
nor  stock  lists,  nor  share  lists,  nor  price  lists,  nor  betting 
lists,  nor  any  list  whatever ;  where  no  newspaper  can  come 
to  worry  or  unsettle  you,  and  where  you  don't  care  a  straw 
how  the  world  wags ;  where  your  clients  are  trouts,  your 
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patients  worms,  your  congregation  mountain  black-faces, 
water-ousels,  and  dabchicks;  your  court,  hospital,  or 
church  the  pre-Adamite  hills  with  the  eternal  sky  above 
them ;  your  inspiration  the  pure  breeze  of  heaven,  far,  far 
above  all  earthly  corruption.  Here,  in  delightful  solitude, 
sauntering  or  scrambling  on,  and  on,  and  on,  and  on,  up- 
wards and  upwards,  from  wee  poolie  to  fern-clad  cascade ; 
casting  or  dropping  the  worm  into  either,  or  guiding  it 
deftly  under  each  hollow  bank  and  past  each  rugged  stone, 
pulling  out  a  trout  here  and  a  trout  there  in  the  fair 
summer  weather,  with  now  a  whiflF  of  wild  thyme  or 
fragrant  gorse,  and  now  a  shaugh  of  the  pipe,  and  an 
amazed  and  charmed  gaze  at  the  mountain  crags  above,  and 
the  ever-changing  scenery  of  the  hills  as  the  clouds  flit  over 
them,  with  just  sport  enough  to  give  amusement  without 
enchaining  the  attention  so  much  as  to  prevent  us  drinking 
in  all  the  delights  that  nature  spreads  for  us — ^this,  this  is 
to  my  mind  the  true  delight  of  angling.  This  was  my  first 
experience,  my  first  angling  love,  and  will  be  my  last.  What 
though  you  never  get  a  fish  over  half  a  pound  ?  Why,  the 
half-pounder  is  as  much  the  hero  of  your  day  as  the  two- 
pounder  is  of  your  more  pretentious  friend,  who  spent  the 
day  up  to  his  middle  in  the  main  river,  and  never  noticed 
a  thing  all  day  but  blue  duns  and  fluttering  willow  flies. 
And  you  do  not  indulge  in  suqh  a  ramble  for  the  sake 
of  showing  your  fish  against  all  comers,  but  for  solitude 
and  self-communion  among  scenes  that  tell  no  lies  and 
brook  none. 

There  is  not  much  to  learn,  apparently,  in  this  kind  of 
fishing,  and  yet  it  is  astonishing  what  queer  and  unlikely 
places  an  adept  will  pull  the  little  speckled  fellows  out  of^ 
which  a  tyro  would  deem  hopeless.  A  hook  of  Nos.  4, 
5,  6,  or  of  the  straight  round  Carlisle  bend,  is  all  that  you 
need,  with  some  four  feet  of  moderately  fine  gut;  no 
shot  or  sinkers — ^the  gravity  of  the  worm  itself  is  sufficient. 
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Any  kind  of  worms  do,  but  the  brightest  are  the  best; 
and  very  small  dew  or  lob  worms  answer  the  purpose,  if 
you  can  get  enough  of  tjiem,  better  than  others.  Put  the 
hook  in  at  the  head  (not,  as  som«  prefer  it,  at  the  side) ; 
string  the  worm  on  down  till  there  is  but  half  an  inch  of 
tail  left  beyond  the  point.  Now  you  are  ready.  Yonder  is 
a  small  cascade  some  two  feet  in  width ;  drop  the  worm 
into  it,  and  let  the  stream  take  it  where  it  will.  Soh  I  No 
sooner  is  it  clear  of  the  down  draught,  and  near  the  edge 
of  the  little  basin,  than  there  i«  a  'pluck,  pluck'  at  the 
line.  Drop  the  point  of  the  rod  for  a  brief  second  to  let 
him  get  the  worm  in  his  mouth  ;  then  give  a  short  sharp 
stroke,  and  a  lift  of  the  rod-point,  and  you  pull  the  little 
rascal  out  flopping  on  the  bank,  a  noble  quarter-of-a- 
pounder.  Never  mind;  on  with  another  worm  and  try 
again.  Let  it  run  elose  under  that  bank.  '  Dab  I'  your 
line  goes  under  it  with  a  shoot*  Ah !  you  did  not  drop 
the  point  quick  enough ;  he  felt  the  check,  and  has  left  it. 
Don't  worry  him — leave  him,  and  he  may  take  in  a  few 
minutes,  but  not  if  you  show  him  the  worm  too  often. 
Now  try  by  the  side  of  that  stone,  and  stjeer  nicely  through 
that  little  channel,  cut  between  the  rocks.  See,  the  line 
stops  again ;  lift  it  gently,  tis  but  a  stick  or  a  piece  of 
weed.  Now  it  stops  once  more,  and  by  the  tremulous 
motion  of  the  line  it  is  a  fish — -pull  him  out;  *and  so  on.' 
The  great  object  in  this  kind  of  fishing  is  to  let  the  worm 
roll  along  naturally,  and  to  steer  the  line  clear  of  all 
obstacles,  so  that  no  check  may  occur  while  working  the 
worm  through  and  roimd  every  likely  hole,  stone,  or  hang- 
ing bank.  You  never  need  try  even  the  likeliest  looking 
place  more  than  twice,  for  usually  the  bait  will  be  taken 
even  at  the  first  swim  if  it  is  taken  at  all.  Of  course  the 
angler  must  make  himself  as  invisible  as  he  can ;  and  when 
an  open  or  clear  shallow  bit  occurs,  he  must  cast  up  stream 
and  fish  it  down  towards  himself  if  he  wants  to  catch  fish 
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in  it.  When  the  angler  has  a  bite,  he  must  drop  the  point 
of  the  rod  for  a  second  or  two,  and  then  strike ;  and  when 
he  strikes,  if  the  fish  do  not  prove  too  heavy,  he  must  lift 
him  out  smartly  with  the  poiht  of  the  rod  and  drop  him 
upon  the  bank.  In  this  manner  of  fishing  in  some  of  the 
little  becks  in  Cornwall  when  a  boy  I  have  pulled  out  five 
and  six  dozen  of  bright  little  trout  in  a  day's  fishing-,  not 
one  of  which  would  perhaps  reach  half  a  pound.  The 
angler  can,  of  course,  if  he  likes,  use  Mr.  Stewart's  tackle, 
when  he  can  strike  at  the  slightest  touch  without  waiting, 
but  as  there  are  three  hooks,  although  he  will  perhaps 
catch  more  fish,,  he  will  much  more  often  experience 
the  annoyance  o^  being  hung  up  in  the  thousand  and  one 
obstructions  that  abound  in  such  becks^  Added  to  this, 
he  doesn't  want  to  skin,  the  stream,  but  to  have  a  pleasant 
fishing  ramble  and  to  leave  some  for  another  day. 

In  larger  brooks  or   in  rivers,  worm-fishing  becomes 
altogether  a  diflferent  affair.     It  is  more  often  adopted 
when  the  rain  has  swelled  and  thickened  the  streams  than 
at  any  other  times.     Many  of  the  best  worm-fishers,  how- 
ever, follow  it  with  great  success  when  the  water  is  low 
and  clear.     To  succeed  well,  however,  at  such  times,  it  is 
necessary  to  fish  with  very  fine  tackle,  and  to  use  the  best 
precautions  not  to  be  seen  by  the  fish.     When  the  water  is 
thick  this  is  needless.     In  electing  to  fish  worm  in  thick 
water,  always  choose  the  day  when   the   water  is   first 
rising  and  thickening  if  possible,  as  that  is  the  time  when 
all  the  fish  in  the  river  will  be  abroad  and  on  the  watch 
for  food.     If  you  put  off  going  out  till  the  next  day  you 
*nwLy  find  them  gorged  with  the  food  the  flood  has  brought 
down,  a^iid  on  the  next  day,  if  the  flood  holds,  you  will  be 
sure  to,  and  your  chance  is  even  Worse  still,  and  you  must 
give  them  a  day  or  two  to  recover  from'  their  surfeit  before 
they  will  take  well.     At  such  times,  however,  the  in-shore 
eddies  and  thin  water  close  to  the  banks  will  always  give  a 
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few  fish  to  the  fly  or  the  minnow.  The  length  of  your  rod 
must  always  depend  somewhat  upon  the  size  of  the  river 
and  nature  of  the  water  you  are  going  to  fish.  It  should 
not  be  less  than  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  feet  long,  and 
may  be  as  much  longer  as  you  can  conveniently  handle. 
It  should  be  of  the  lightest  cane,  moderately  stiff,  but  not 
too  stiff,  with  some  extra  play  in  the  top  joint,  as  you  often 
have  to  cast  worm  like  a  fly ;  and  you  will  find  it  of  some 
advantage  to  have  a  good  sized  ring  at  the  top  of  the  rod, 
and  to  see  that  your  sinkers  or  leads,  if  you  use  them,  are 
so  arranged  that  they  will  pass  freely  through  the  top  rings. 
Many  a  line  and  hook  have  I  saved  from  destruction  by 
just  drawing  the  line  through  the  rings  when  I  got  hung 
up  in  a  bit  of  stick,  stone,  or  a  snag,  until  by  thrusting  the 
rod  point  down  under  water  till  the  top  ring  reached  the 
hook,  I  managed  to  clear  it.  There  is  nothing  so  annoying 
as  to  break  your  line  and  to  have  to  sit  down  and  rig  up  a 
fresh  one,  when  the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed.  Every  mo- 
ment lost  is  a  fish  lost.  A  little  care  and  attention  at  the 
outset  will  obviate  all  this.  The  line  should  be  light,  and 
of  fine  dressed  eight-plait  silk  (dressed  twist  will  do  almost 
as  well);  the  gut  cast  suited  to  the  water.  In  thick  water 
it  may  be  moderately  stout.  The  weights  should  be  small 
rolled  pieces  of  thin  sheet  lead,  such  as  roll-plummets  are 
made  of,  as  these  can  be  taken  off,  and  put  on,  and  reduced 
with  an  ease  which  split  shot  does  not  permit  of;  added  to 
this,  they  no  not  bruise  the  line  like  split  shot,  nor  do  they 
take  such  a  hold  of  obstructions  on  the  bottom.  The  tackle 
to  be  used  maybe  either  the  single  hook  before  mentioned, 
or  a  size  or  so  larger,  on  which  a  well-scoured,  good-sized 
dew  worm,  or  two  brandlings,  &c.  may  be  impaled ;  or 
three  small  single  fly-hooks,  tied  at  short  intervals  on  the 
gut,  and  pointing  in  opposite  directions,  may  be  employed. 
This  tackle,  which  I  have  already  once  or  twice  referred  to 
previously,  is  a  very  successful  one  indeed,  and  is  used  a 
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good  deal  in  the  North  and  on  the  Border.  It  is  called 
Stewart's  tackle,  after  the  author  of  ^  The  Practical  Angler/ 
who  is  supposed  to  have  invented  it,  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
have  introduced  it  to  the  public ;  and  when  the  fish  are 
coming  shyly  at  the  worm,  it  will  kill  three  fish  for  one 
against  the  single  hook,  and  its  superiority  becomes  most 
clear  and  manifest.  First,  to  bait  a  single  hook  with  two 
brandlings,  put  the  point  of  the  hook  in  at  the  head  of  the 
worm,  and  bring  it  out  about  the  middle  of  the  worm ; 
pull  the  barb  through,  and  draw  the  worm  up  the  shank  of 
the  hook  out  of  the  way  ;*  then  take  the  second  worm,  put 
the  point  into  the  middte  of  the  worm,  and  thread  it  on 
the  hook  up  towards  the  head,  leaving  about  half  an  inch 
of  head  beyond  the  point  of  the  hook ;  draw  down  the  first 
worm  until  it  meets  the  second,  and  the  hook  is  baited. 
To  fish,  however,  with  small  worms,  as  brandlings  or  red 
worms,  requires  a  neat  touch  and  a  light  hand,  as  the 
slightest  snap  from  a  trout,  such  as  none  but  a  very  prac- 
tised worm-fisher  would  detect,  is  sufficient  to  tear  and  spoil 
the  worm,  and  the  young  hand  had'  better  graduate  at 
tough  dew-worms  until  he  acquires  skill.  To  bait  Stewart's 
tackle,  take  one,  or  even  two  worms  if  needed,  and  stick 
the  small  hooks  through  the  worm  in  various  places, 
taking  a  turn  of  the  worm  round  the  gut  between  each 
hook,  as  shown  in  Plate  VIII.  figs.  2  and  3.  In  using  the 
big  hook,  the  trout  often  takes  the  bend  or  only  the  shank 
in  its  mouth,  and  either  feels  the  steel  within  or  the  drag 
upon  the  worm,  and  quickly  rejects  it,  and  as  the  point 
is  not  in  his  mouth,  a  strike  merely  alarms  him  without 
hooking  him ;  but  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  a  fish  to  take 
any  part  of  the  worm  in  his  mouth  with  Stewart's  tackle 
without  having  one  or  two  of  the  hooks  in  his  mouth. 

*  In  baiting  a  worm,  a  small  bag  of  sand  to  dip  the  worm  into  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  operation  by  enabling  the  thumb  and  finger  to  take  a 
firm  hold  of  it. 

B 
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In  worm-fiahing,  it  is  often  indispensable  to  wade.  In- 
deed, in  nine  times  out  of  ten,  particularly  in  fine  water 
fishing,  the  angler  will  have  to  wade  more  or  less.  In 
thick  water  he  may  avoid  this  somewhat.  ^He  must,  of 
course,  wade  up  stream,  casting  into  every  likely  spot  as 
far  as  he  can  above  him,  allowing  the  bait  to  roll  down 
stream  until  it  travels  down  level  with  him.  The  side  of 
a  big  stone  or  rock,  the  edge  of  sharp  streams,  narrow  runs 
between  weeds  or  stones,  the  gravelly  tails  of  pools  or  just 
before  a  rapid,  under  bridges  or  by  bridge  piers,  by  over- 
hanging banks,  and  at  times  even  in  deep  holes,  are  all 
places  to  be  fished  carefully.  In  what  I  have  called  *  the 
eye'  of  a  stream  the  experienced  worm-fisher  will  always 
look  for  a  bite,  if  he  has  one  in  the  stream  at  all,  as  here 
the  trout  always  lie  watching  for  the  first  chance  of  the 
food  that  comes  down.  ThisMs  the  first  eddy  oflF  the  com- 
mencement of  a  rapid  or  stream  on  the  side  towards  which 
the  stream  bends.  If  the  young  angler  will  note  carefully, 
he  will  see  that  small  sticks,  straws,  flies,  and  whatever 
may  come  down,  usually  take  a  turn  round  this  eddy 
before  they  are  swept  down  stream.  As  the  rapid  narrows 
where  it  makes  its  shoot,  all  food  is  brought  together  in  a 
small  compass,  and  is  also  swept  into  this  eye,  where  the 
best  trout  lie  expecting  it. 

In  casting  a  worm,  it  is  advisable  to  commence  with 
a  line  no  longer  than  the  rod,  and  this  may  be  increased 
while  throwing  in  the  usual  way.  In  bringing  out  the 
line  behind  over  the  shoulder,  the  return  must  not  he 
made  so  abruptly  as  it  is  with  the  fly,  or  the  worm 
will  speedily  be  whipped  off  or  torn,  but  while  bring- 
ing the  rod  to  the  forward  motion  a  much  wider  and 
rounder  sweep  must  be  made.  The  line  must  be  per- 
fectly extended,  and  the  worm  at  the  extreme  end  of  it, 
and,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  *  at  rest,'  before  the  return  is 
made.     The  necessity  for  this  will  produce  the  efiect  of 
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allowing  the  worm  to  fall  so  low  that  it  touches  the  surface 
of  the  water  before  it  is  again  impelled  forward,  and  this, 
if  the  angler  watches  a  good  worm-fisher  at  work,  will  be 
seen  constantly  to  take  plac6.  To  get  into  the  regular 
swing,  to  do  it  neatly,  and  to  cast  accurately,  require  a 
good  deal  of  practice,  and  an  expert  worm-fisher  can 
cast  a  good  long  line  with  a  worm  at  the  end  neatly  and 
eflFectively.  If  the  water  be  coloured,  a  line  a  trifle  longer 
than  the  rod  is  suflBcient,  and  the  underhand  lift  or  throw 
will  answer  all  purposes ;  but  clear  water  requires  a  longer 
line  and  more  careful  manipulation. 

In  fishing  with  the  worm,  more  particularly  with  the 
single  hook,  when  you  are  not  mid-water  fishing  but  are 
letting  the  bait  ground,  you  should  always  cast  so  far  up 
stream  as  to  permit  the  worm  to  ground  just  above  the 
point  where  you  expect  fish,  so  that  it  may  come  trundling 
along  over  the  favourite  feeding-ground  like  the  natural 
and  free  bait.  In  this  style  of  fishing,  when  the  worm 
enters  the  water,  sink  the  point  of  the  rod  towards  the 
surface,  to  allow  it  freely  to  find  the  bottom ;  but  when 
you  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  reached  it,  or  nearly 
so,  gradually  raise  the  point  as  the  line  comes  home  towards 
you ;  but  you  are  to  remark  that  this  must  only  be  done 
so  as  to  draw  up  the  slack  line,  not  pulling  upon  the  worm 
in  any  way.  Indeed,  the  progress  of  the  worm  should 
neither  be  hastened  nor  retarded  in  the  least  by  any  act  of 
the  angler's,  but  it  should  be  allowed  to  come  down  as  if  it 
had  neither  line  nor  hook  attached  to  it.  When  the  line 
stops  in  its  downward  career,  an  experienced  angler  can 
for  the  most  part  tell  at  once  whether  the  stoppage  is 
caused  by  the  bite  of  a  fish,  or  whether  the  sinkers  or  worm 
have  lodged  in  a  weed,  stick,  or  stone.  There  is  an  abrupt- 
ness, a  tremulous  motion,  sometimes  a  slight  movement  of 
the  line,  which  tells  the  angler  at  once,  without  any  *  tug, 
tug,'  or  feel  by  the  hand,  that  it  is  a  fish.     When  you  see 

b2 


244  HOW   TO   DISTINGUISH   A   BITE. 

this,  drop  the  point  of  the  rod  for  a  second  or  two,  as  if 
the  fish  feels  any  restraint  on  the  worm,  he  will,  unless 
very  hungry  indeed,  at  once  reject  it,  and  you  will  certainly 
lose  your  fish.  Having  given  a  second  or  two,  strike  firmly, 
play  boldly,  and  land  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  what  you 
must  do  if  you  are  fishing  with  the  large  single  hook.  If 
you  are  fishing,  however,  with  Mr.  Stewart's  tackle,  you 
need  give  no  time,  as  this  is  used  for  the  most  part  with 
light  sinkers  in  mid-water,  or  at  any  rate  clear  of  the 
bottom,  and  the  instant  the  line  stops  you  strike.  This  is 
a  great  advantage  over  the  old  plan.  In  the  old  plan, 
when  the  line  stopped,  if  you  were  not  certain  that  it  was 
a  fish  you  either  had  to  *feel'  him  or  to  strike  at  once. 
Feeling  the  fish  is  dangerous  work.  In  consists  in  raising 
the  point  of  the  rod  so  as  to  tighten  the  line  suflBciently  to 
enable  you  to  feel  the  *  tug,  tug,  tug'  made  by  the  fish  in 
detaining  the  worm ;  but  this,  as  I  have  said,  is  not  safe, 
being  often  merely  the  herald  to  rejection  of  worm,  and 
when  you  strike  you  find  the  fish  has  left  you.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  strike  at  once  on  suspicion,  one  of  two 
things  may  happen,  viz.  either  the  fish  will  not  have  got 
the  large  hook  sufficiently  into  his  mouth,  or,  failing  in  its 
being  a  fish  at  all,  you  wiU  take  such  fast  hold  of  root, 
stick,  or  stone,  that  the  greatest  difficulty  in  dislodging  the 
hold  without  a  breakage  will  lensue. 

Although  worm-fishing  is  not  a  very  clean  and  delicate 
style  of  fishing  when  compared  with  artificial  fly-fishing,  it 
is  a  species  of  fishing  requiring  no  little  skill,  and  in  which 
the  fish  has  many  more  chances  in  his  favour  than  the 
angler  who  is  unacquainted  with  it  would  be  disposed  to 
imagine,  for  the  moderately  skilful  angler  will  certainly 
not  kill  one  fish  for  every  two  bites  which  he  gets,  and 
often  not  for  every  three,  even  when  the  fish  are  inclined 
to  take  worm,  which  is  not  every  day ;  while  the  unskilful 
angler  will  feel  tug  after  tug,  and,  unless  the  fish  are 
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savagely  hungry,  will  not  kill  one  in  six.  I  am  of  course 
speaking  of  localities  where  the  trout  are  accustomed  to  be 
fished  for  with  a  worm,  not  in  unsophisticated  preserves 
where  we  may  say  of  a  worm — 

Oh,  no !  we  never  mention  it, 
Its  name  is  never  heard ; 

and  the  majority,  certainly,  of  south-country  fishermen 
will  be  disposed  to  add,  *  and  a  good  job  too.'  Still  there 
are  districts  where  its  use  is  universal,  and  where  to  stop 
its  use  would  be  to  stop  the  sport  of  hundreds,  and  to 
interdict  fishing  for  at  least  one-half  of  the  fishing  days  in 
the  season. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

SPINNING   FOR    TROUT. 

STINNUXQ  rOB    LiLBOB    TBOTJT — SPINNING  FOB  TROUT    DC   QKAIX   STBSAMS 

THE  FAB-TAIL — THE  GREYLING. 

I  NOW  come  to  spinning  for  trout.  The  very  best  spinners 
for  large  trout  in  the  world  are  Thames  fishermen.  It  is 
a  sight  worth  seeing  to  see  a  well-practised  hand  stand- 
ing on  a  weir  beam  and  working  his  bait  in  every  eddy 
behind  piles  and  under  the  apron  or  sheathing;  now 
sending  it  far  away  down  the  stream  by  a  light  swing  of 
the  arm ;  now  pitching  it  dexterously  under  the  broken 
water  of  the  fall,  and  skimming  along  from  bay  to  bay,  so 
that  not  one  inch  of  likely  water  remains  unfished ;  all  the 
while  gathering  the  line  up  in  the  palm  of  his  left  hand 
and  giving  it  out  thence,  so  that  no  slack  hangs  about 
anywhere.  The  way  of  casting  a  spinning-bait  Thames 
fashion  has  already  been  described  in  jack-fishing,  and 
need  not  be  repeated  here,  as  the  vaodus  operandi  is 
similar.  The  rod  should  be  a  little  longer,  but  not  so 
stout  as  that  used  for  jack-fishing.  Thames  trout-rods  are 
usually  of  bamboo,  the  favourite  length  from  fourteen  to 
fifteen  feet.  The  line  is  of  well-dressed  fine  eight-plait  silk. 
The  commonest  kind  of  tackle  in  use  among  the  Thames 
trout-fishers  precisely  resembleg  that  used  for  jack-fishing, 
shown  in  Plate  IV.  fig.  1.  It  is  very  seldom  indeed  that 
more  than  three  triangles  and  a  lip-hook  are  ever  used, 
and,  of  course,  the  flight  of  hooks  is  tied  upon  gut,  and 
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not  gimp ;  and,  being  intended  to  take  a  smaller  bait,  the 
hooks  are  smaller  and  tied  on  closer  together.  Some 
people  occasionally  use  a  reverse  hook  to  secure  the  bend 
next  to  the  last  triangle,  but,  though  useful,  it  is  not 
an  indispensable  necessity.  Some,  again,  use  a  single 
hook  at  the  tail.  This  hook,  being  a  size  or  two  larger, 
is  hooked  into  the  tail,  so  as  to  make  the  bend  of  the 
hook  form  the  crook.  I  prefer  this  plan,  as  it  strengthens 
the  hold  on  the  tail  and  makes  the  bait  last  longer ;  but 
the  great  difficulty  which  I  have  always  experienced  in  fish- 
ing for  Thames  trout  has  been  that  the  hooks  are  all  so 
small  that  they  take  a  bad  hold  on  the  bait  and  a 
worse  one  on  the  fish;  and  nine  trout  out  of  every  ten 
get  off  after  being  hooked,  solely  because  we  have  fished 
for  a  fish  as  large  and  powerful  as  a  salmon,  often  in 
water  as  rough  and  heavy  as  that  salmon  are  found  in, 
and  with  roach-hooks  to  hold  him  when  hooked.  Can 
anything  be  more  absurd  ?  The  fish  runs,  is  hooked,  gives 
one  turn  over  in  the  stream,  or  perhaps  is  hauled  about  for 
five  minutes  or  more,  and  off  he  goes,  with  a  very  strong 
reminder  that  a  bait  which  conducts  itself  in  the  fashion 
which  a  spinning-bait  does  is  not  safe  feeding.  I  could 
almost  venture  to  assert  that  there  is  not  a  trout  of  seven 
or  eight  pounds  and  upwards  in  the  Thames  that  has  not 
been  served  in  this  way  half  a  dozen  times ;  and  then  we 
marvel  that  a  Thames  trout  should  be  such  a  shy  fi^  and 
so  difficult  to  catch,  whereas-  the  only  wcmder  is  that  they 
ever  run  at  a  spinning-bait  at  all,  so  *  well  educated '  as  they 
are.  It  was,  as  I  have  said,  to  remedy  this  that  I  invented 
my  tackle,  and  subsequently  improved  upon  it  by  borrowing 
Mr.  Pennell's  tail-hook.  The  only  difference  which  I  make 
between  this  tackle  and  that  which  I  use  for  pike  is,  that 
I  employ  only  one  triangle  of  fair-sized  hooks  at  the  side 
of  the  bait  above  the  big  tail-hook  instead  of  two,  and  this 
is  attached  to  the  lip-hook  as  in  the  minnow  tackle,  shown 


248  MK.   FRANCIS'S  TROUT  TACKLE. 

in  Plate  VIII.  fig.  7.*  There  axe  few  tackles  which  hold 
the  bait  better  together,  which  keep  it  in  spinning  order 
longer,  owing  to  the  big  grip  which  the  large  hook  takes 
on  the  tail  of  the  bait^  or  which  are  so  little  conspicuous  to 
the  gaze  of  so  shy  a  fish  as  the  Thames  trout ;  and,  added 
to  this,  if  the  angler  hooks  his  fish  he  may  jrfay  him  with 
vigour,  as  he  ought  to  be  played,  and  these  I  hold  to  be 
qualities  which  are  certainly  desirable  in  a  tackle  where  the 
fish  are  shy,  or  the  streams  rough  and  heavy. 

Some  Thames  fishers,  who  like  ten  or  a  dozen  hooks  to 
their  tackles,  may  say  that  there  are  not  enough  hooks  to 
give  a  sufficient  chaace  of  hooking  him  in  this  tackle.  To 
this  I  say,  that,  if  the  trout  runs  well  and  takes  the  bait 
fairly,  there  are  quite  enough  hooks  to  bring  him  to  basket ; 
but,  if  he  runs  badly,  I  would  rather  not  hook  him  at  all,  as 
a  slight  hold  followed  by  a  scramble  and  a  lose  will  cer- 
tainly be  the  result,  and  the  trout  is  shy  for  weeks,  if  not 
for  the  season ;  and  this  is  what  I  complain  of  in  those 
many  but  small-hooked  tackles.  The  trace  to  be  employed 
in  spinning  for  the  Thames  trout  should  be  4>ts  long  as  can 
be  conveniently  managed ;  and  there  should  be  from  two 
to  three  feet  of  good  round  sound  trout-gut  at  least  below 
the  lead,  which  should  be  a  *  Field '  lead  or  one  on  that 
principle,  to  prevent  kinking,  with  at  least  two  swivels 
below  the  lead.  If  three  are  used  they  should  be  doubled 
or  joined,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  PennelL  This  gives 
great  play  to  the  bait;  a  large  swivel  at  the  head  of 
the  trace,  to  connect  the  running-line,  is  all  that  is  needed 
above  the  lead  if  it  be  on  the  *  Field '  principle,  as  all  the 
spinning  takes  place  below  it.  The  trace  above  the  lead 
should  consist  of  one  strand  of  stouter  single  gut,  one  of 
double  twisted,  and  two  of  treble  twisted.  This  makes 
up   a  very   useful   trace.     In   spinning  for   these   large 

♦  Instead  of  the  plain  single  hook  shown  in  the  cut,  one  of  "Mr.  Fennell's 
double  reverse  hooks  should  be  used  for  large  trout. 
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trout,  the  brighter  and  mor€  attractive  the  bait  is  the 
better.  A  small  dace  or  a  small  bleak  I  always  prefer 
to  any  other  bait,  as  a  gudgeon  or  loach.  It  is  desirable 
that  they  should  ^in  evenly  and  well,  if  only  to  prevent 
the  quick-eyed  trout  from  seeing  the  hooks  about  the  bait. 
All  that  I  have  said  about  puttiug  a  bait  on  jack-tackle 
will  apply  equally  to  trout ;  the  same  rules  must  be  ob- 
served if  the  bait  be  required  to  spin  well. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season  these  trout  will  be  found 
in  the  open  streams ;  but  as  the  season  advances,  and  the 
nights  get  warm,  and  the  water  low  and  ckar,  they  appear 
to  draw  more  up  to  the  weirs.  Perhaps  bait  is  more 
plentiful  there  at  such  times.  Although  it  is  the  custom 
to  fish  for  them  with  a  neat  little  bait  about  three  and  a 
half  inches  long,  yet  I  have  known  the  best  fish  hooked 
with  a  large  jack-bait  and  gimp-tackle  after  they  had 
been  fished  over  with  the  usual  small  baits  for  weeks  in 
vain.  Probably  the  larger  bait  tempted  them ;  and,  in- 
deed, if  the  angler  should  see  a  Thames  trout  feeding,  he 
will  more  often  see  him  chasing  a  large  bait  than  a  small 
one.  Owing  to  their  shyness  of  the  spinning-bait,  it  has 
become  greatly  the  practice  of  late  years  to  fish  for  them 
with  a  live  bait,  sinking  and  drawing  with  but  a  couple 
of  shot  and  a  single  hook,  or  a  triangle  hooked  through 
the  nose,  and  a  long  and  light  line  out  It  is  a  mighty 
killing  plan  if  the  fish  be  well  on  the  feed,  but  is  not  so 
sportsmanlike  a  method  as  spinning. 

Some  even  go  the  length  of  fishing  the  weirs  with  a 
combination  of  paternoster  and  large  float;  but  this  cer- 
tainly savours  more  of  pot-hunting  than  sportsmanship, 
so  I  say  no  more  of  it  than  that  the  practice  does  prevail. 
The  great  art  and  mystery  of  Thames  trout-fishing  is  im- 
wearied  perseverance.  If  the  angler  can  make  up  his 
mind,  when  he  has  '  spotted '  a  fish,  to  sit  and  spin  over 
him  for  hours,  and  keep  up  his  expectation  of  a  run  for 
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every  minute  in  the  twenty-four,  perhaps  for  a  week  or 
more,  he  may,  if  he  has  luck,  get  a  fish  in  the  course  of 
a  week  or  two;  but  even  then  it  is  no  certainty.  His 
best  chance  is  early  in  the  morning,  before  the  fish  have 
been  disturbed  by  boats  and  barges  and  other  anglers. 
More  trout  are  killed  when  they  come  on  the  feed  for 
the  first  time  in  the  day  than  in  all  the  twenty-four  hours 
besides,  because  they  have  had  a  long  rest,  and  are  sure 
to  be  more  sharp  set  and  less  suspicious.  In  fishing  a 
weir,  I  have  often  seen  anglers  standing  upright  on  the 
beam  fishing  the  edge  of  the  apron  almost  at  their  feet, 
in  the  expectation  of  running  a  trout.  If  they  would 
consider  the  fine  statuesque  relief  against  the  clear  sky 
behind,  which  they  present  to  the  wary  and  astonished 
eyes  of  the  fish,  by  so  exposing  themselves  to  view,  they 
would  better  understand  why  they  do  sit  and  stand  for 
hours  and  hours  on  such  places  without  getting  a  run. 
Is  a  Thames  trout  such  a  fool  as  to  take  a  suspicious- 
looking  bait,  with  the  angler  staling  down  his  throat  ia 
the  most  conspicuous  place  possible,  and  within  five  yards 
or  less  of  him  ?  Why,  a  trumpery  little  half-pound  trout, 
that  has  never  tasted  steel  or  seen  a  bunch  of  feathers  in 
his  life,  would  not  stand  that ;  and  how  can  anglers  expect 
the  shyest  fish  that  swims  to?  The  proper  plan  is  to 
take  the  punt  up  above  the  weir,  to  let  it  fall  against  the 
uprights  and  lay  there  ^  then,  by  pushing  the  rod  between 
the  handles  of  the  paddles  and  the  rymers,  to  fish  not 
only  the  white  water  close  up  to  the  apron,  but  the  ap'on 
itself  I  and  many  a  good  trout  is  hooked  upon  the  apron, 
where  he  rests  (as  good  trout  will)  close  to  the  fall,  pick- 
ing up  quietly  whatever  comes  down  it  that  is  edible ;  but 
which  good  trout  will  inevitably  dash  oflf  the  apron  into 
the  depths  below  the  instant  the  angler  sets  his  foot  upon 
the  weir  beam.  The  angler  should  send  the  fisherman 
below  the  weir  with  the  net.     Let  him  get  a  spare  boat, 
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if  it  is  required,  and  lay  on  the  shore  close  up,  while  his 
master  fishes  the  weir  across,  gently  pushing  the  punt 
on  from  bay  to  bay,  and  never  showing  himself  to  the 
fish.  If  a  fish  is  hooked  the  fisherman  rows  out  and  lands 
him,  rebaits  the  hooks,  and  retires,  while  his  master  finishes 
the  weir.  Unfortunately  there  is  little  chance  for  these 
precautions  now-a-days,  for,  whenever  you  go  near  a  weir, 
you  are  sure  to  see  one  if  not  two  fishermen  perched, 
like  Caryatides,  at  each  corner,  lazily  staring  every  fish 
that  moves  out  of  countenance.  And  the  worst  of  it  is 
that  they  are  always  fishing,  whether  they  have  a  customer 
or  not*  The  consequence  is  that  gentlemen  are  gradually, 
but  surely,  leaving  the  Thames  trout-fishing  altogether  to 
the  fishermen;  and  the  fishermen  are  beginning  to  ex- 
perience the  evil  efiects  of  their  attempt  *  to  eat  their  cake 
and  have  it  too.'  Another  practice  common  among  Thames 
trout-fishers,  too,  is  to  fish  with  very  stout  salmon  gut, 
which  is  not  only  quite  unnecessary,  but  greatly  increases 
the  chances  against  them. 

So  much  for  the  Thames  trout-fishing.  I  have,  though 
formerly  most  patient  and  persevering,  always  found  it  a 
highly  unsatisfactory  pursuit.  Of  late  years,  however,  many 
very  good  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  and,  as  the 
Thames  fishermen  are  not  generally  up  to  this,  these  have 
been  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  taken  by  gentlemen,  the  flies 
they  affect  being  the  stone  fly,  red  palmer,  May  fly,  alder 
and  cinnamon  dressed  large.  Trout  of  seven  and  eight 
pounds  weight  have  not  unfrequently  thus  been  taken ; 
and,  if  there  was  a  larger  stock  of  big  flies,  like  the  stone 
and  May  fly,  in  the  river,  so  as  to  tempt  the  fish  to  look 
after  that  kind  of  food,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  many 
more  fish  would  thus  be  taken.  I  have  heard  of  many 
good  fish  also  being  taken  with  grilse  flies. 
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We  now  come  to  spinning  for  the  smaller  trout  in  lesser 
rivers  and  in  brooks.  The  rod  for  this  must  be  lighter 
than  the  Thames  rod,  so  as  to  be  wielded  easily  with  one 
hand.  It  must  be  also  more  slender,  and  with  more  play, 
as  both  bait  and  sinkers  are  of  smaller  size  and  lighter 
weight,  and  therefore  require  rather  more  spring  to  cast 
them  easily.  When  minnow  and  worm-fishing  are  per- 
mitted indiscriminately,  as  is  the  case  on  the  northern 
streams,  the  angler  will  nearly  as  often  be  using  the  one 
as  the  other,  or  either,  as  the  fly ;  and  much  difficulty  has 
been  felt  in  getting  a  rod  whi«h  may  serve  at  a  pinch  to 
fish  in  any  of  the  three  styles.  To  change  your  top  when- 
ever you  want  to  put  on  a.  minnow  or  worm,  is  as  great  a 
nuisance  to  nine  anglers  out  of  ten,  who  do  not  employ 
an  attendant,  as  carrying  a  spare  top  themselves  would 
be.  To  obviate  this,  I  some  time  since  bethought  me  of 
the  best  kind  of  general  rod  for  the  purpose,  and  I  gave 
directions  to  Mr.  Ogden  of  Cheltenham  to  make  me  a  rod 
according  to  my  orders ;  and  he  produced  me  a  very  ser- 
viceable -one,  with  which  I  have  fished  a  great  deal,  and  I 
find  it  answers  the  purpose  very  fairly  indeed.  It  was  a 
three-jointed  double-handed  cane  fly  rod,  fourteen  feet 
long,  the  but  and  second  joint  being  of  bamboo,  and  the 
top  of  the  usual  spliced  material,  and  tolerably  flexible ; 
not  quite  so  flexible  as  an  ordinary  fly  rod  perhaps,  but 
sufficiently  so  to  cast  a  fly,  and  even  a  small  one,  well, 
and  yet  it  would  equally  well  fish  worm  or  minnow.  The 
rin^  were  upright  fixed  rings.  The  tops  once  or  twice 
in  the  season,  if  it  is  heavily  worked,  want  to  be  looked 
to,  revarnished,  and  perhaps,  if  a  splice  has  given  at  all, 
to  be  retied.  But  while  it  is  in  the  angler's  hands  it  is 
always  a  very  serviceable  tool;  a  good  many  friends  of 
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mine  took  a  strong  fancy  to  it,  and  had  patterns  of  it 
made. 

But  to  go  back  to  our  tackle.     The  line  should  be  of 
the  finest  dressed  eight-plait,  or  even  fine  dressed  Derby 
twist  will  answer,  so  that  it  may  run  as  freely  as  pos- 
sible.    The  spinning  trace  should  be  of  fine  gut  below 
the   lead,  and  of  moderately  fine   above   it ;  that  is,  if 
the  angler  uses  a  lead,  as  I  advise  him,  to  avoid  the 
twisting   and    kinking   of  his    line,    which    will    surely 
happen,  to  his  annoyance,  if  he  uses  the  common  plan  of 
biting  three  or  four  large  shot  on  his  trace.     Indeed,  save 
that  the  lead  should  be  about  half  the  weight,  I  recom- 
mend the  same  plan  and  pattern  as  that  recommended  for 
the  Thames — a  small  'Field '  lead,  will  prevent  all  kinking 
and  answers  the  purpose  well.     The  bait  should  be  about 
two  and  a  half  feet  below  the  lead ;  as  much  gut  as  the 
angler  chooses  may  be  used  above  it.     Two  swivels  should 
be  used  below  the  lead,  and  one  to  fasten  the  trace  to  the 
running  line.    For  the  form  of  hooks  to  be  employed,  I 
recommend  the  set  shown  in  Plate  VIII.  fig.  5 ;  the  mode 
in  which  it  is  baited  is  shown  at  fig.  6.    This  is  something 
updn  Colonel  Hawker's  principle,  whose  tackle,  JVIr.  Pennell 
1  aminds  us,  was  invented  by  Salter.    I  again  record  the  fact» 
not  that  I  think  there  is  much  to  be  proud  of,  as  it  is  a 
very  clumsy  affair.     The  tackle  I  have  given  occurred  to 
me  from  finding  that  the  tackle  shown  in  Plate  VIII.  fig.  4, 
which  is  commonly  used  in  the  north,  though  simple  enough, 
missed  a  great  many  runs.     No  doubt  a  great  many  anglers, 
having  experienced  the  same  thing  before,  may  have  used 
the  same  method  to  remedy  this  that  I  did.     I  never  saw 
it  previously,  however,  though  I  have  since.     This  tackle 
gets  rid  of  the  double  strand  of  gut  in   Hawker's  and 
Salter's  tackle,. which  I  look  on  as  exceedingly  objection- 
able; indeed  I  would  almost  as  soon  have  gimp  tackle  at 
once.     It  also  disposes  of  the  leaden  cap,  which  is  the 
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worst  substitute  for  sinkers  and  lip-hooks  that  could  possibly 
be  devised — deforming  the  minnow  into  a  tadpole,  press- 
ing it  down  the  gut  by  its  weight  until  it  can  hardly  help 
describing  a  semicircle,  and  serving  to  destroy  the  bait, 
which  rather  requires  to  be  kept  by  a  lip-hook  in  its  place 
to  give  it  proper  spinning  power.  If  a  fish  runs  at  the 
head  he  is  missed  for  the  want  of  a  lip-hook,  and  if  a  flying 
triangle  be  wished  for,  in  addition  to  the  tackle  I  recom- 
mend, the  dotted  line  in  fig.  5  shows  how  it  may  be  ob- 
tained. All  these  three  tackles — that  is,  including  Hawker's 
or  Salter's — are  baited  in  the  same  way.  The  bait  gene- 
rally is  a  minnow.  The  point  of  the  large  hook  is  put  in 
at  the  mouth  of  the  minnow,  and  is  kept  as  close  as  pos- 
sible to  the  spine  until  the  minnow  is  worked  on  to  the 
hook ;  the  point  is  brought  out  at  the  tail.  A  sufficient 
crook  is  then  left  for  the  tail  on  the  bend  of  the  hook; 
and  in  the  first  and  last  patterns  the  lip -hook  is  slipped 
through  the  lip.  In  fig.  5  the  triangle  is  fixed  at  the 
shoulder,  and  the  angler  can  try  how  he  likes  it  on  the 
reverse  side  to  the  big  hook.  If  it  does  not  allow  the  bait 
to  spin  well  (as  it  does  not  sometimes),  it  can  be  easily 
shifted  to  the  near  side ;  if  the  bait  spins  well,  however, 
it  increases  the  chance  of  hooking  a  fish  when  he  runs  at 
the  off  side.  The  lip-hook  never  slides,  because  with  a 
little  humouring  almost  any  reasonable  minnow  can  he 
got  on  the  hook  and  made  to  spin ;  but  if  the  angler  wants 
a  sliding  lip-hook,  he  has  only  to  adopt  the  tackle  at 
fig.  7.  These  are  the  best,  and  indeed  the  only  large 
hook  tackles  worth  notice.  Some  anglers,  however,  prefer 
two  or  three  small  triangles  and  a  lip-hook  on  a  reduced 
Thames  scale ;  but  there  is  no  small  hook  tackle  that  can 
be  named  in  the  same  day  with  the  large  ones  for  effective- 
ness. Some  use  small  double  hooks  instead  of  triangles ; 
two  or  three  doubles,  and  a  lip-hook.  It  is  a  matter  of 
choice ;  I  prefer  the  larger  hook  myself,  as  not  being  nearly 
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SO  likely  to  lose  the  fish  when  hooked.  If,  however, 
triaDgle  or  double  hook  tackles  be  used,  the  rules  given 
for  Thames  trouting  or  pike  spinning  with  these  tackles 
on  a  larger  scale  will  equally  apply.  To  make  it  spin 
well,  however,  a  minnow  should  be  bent  rather  more  than 
a  dace  or  gudgeon.  If  the  reader  will  glance  at  the  en- 
graving of  the  baited  tackle  in  Plate  VIII.  fig.  6,  he  will 
form  a  better  idea  of  the  method  than  any  mere  directions 
can  afford  him. 

There  is  another  tackle  used  by  some  anglers,  sometimes 
called  the  bead  or  drop  minno.w.  The  tackle  is  made  and 
is  used  much  after  the  same  system  as  that  mentioned  at 
p.  97,  as  being  employed  by  the  Nottingham  spinners. 
From  the  junction  of  the  lip-hook  depends  a  pear-shaped 
pellet  of  lead,  secured  to  the  tackle  by  a  small  ring.  The 
tackle  is  not  reeved  through  the  gill  as  in  the  Nottingham 
plan,  but  the  bead  of  lead  is  forced  into  the  minnow's 
mouth,  which  is  then  closed  by  means  of  the  lip-hook, 
the  first  triangle  being  then  hooked  just  behind  the  back 
fin,  so  as  to  give  the  bait  a  bend,  the  second  triangle 
hanging  loose  just  beyond  the  tail.  It  is  by  no  means 
a  bad  tackle  for  a  small  hooked  pattern,  but  I  do  not 
like  the  plan  of  putting  lead  inside  the  minnow;  baits 
thus  treated  very  soon  wear- out  and  cut  through  at  the 
gills  and  throat.  The  bait,  too,  is  rather  apt  to  wobble  in 
this  method  of  baiting.  This  form  of  tackle  is  much  com- 
mended by  Mr.  Pennell  in  his  ^  Book  of  the  Pike.' 

Before  using  minnow  tackle,  the  angler  should  always 
soak  it  well,  as  everything  works  and  spins  better  after  a 
soaking  than  when  stiff  and  hard.  All  the  swivels,  too, 
should  be  looked  to  that  they  may  work  in  the  freest 
possible  manner  and  without  a  hitch ;  and  if  any  swivel 
does  not  work  well,  and  cannot  by  oiling  or  greasing  and 
working  be  got  into  good  order,  it  is  better  to  discard  it 
and  use  another,  as  in  practice  it  will  be  found  useless. 
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The  minnows  may  be  carried  in  a  small  tin  box,  strapped 
to  the  left  side,  as  in  the  natural  May  fly  fishing ;  and  as 
at  times  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  wading,  and  the 
angler  may  have  ta  bait  while  wading,  which  is  an  awk- 
ward job  unless  you  walk  out  of  the  water  to  the  bank, 
which  is  not  always  desirable,  the  angler  should  have  a 
leather  socket  to  fit  the  but  of  his  rod  in  buttoned  to  his 
hip.  You  will,  brother  angler,  find  a  wonderful  comfort 
in  this ;  for  example,  in  landing  your  fish,  put  the  but  in 
the  socket,  and  holding  your  rod  by  the  left  hand  you 
have  perfect  command  over  your  fish  without  any  strain 
on  the  arm,  and  you  have  your  right  hand  perfectly  free  to 
work  the  net  and  lift  the  fish  out,  and  when  you  have 
lifted  him  out  and  disposed  of  your  net,  the  rod  rests  in 
the  hollow  of  the  arm,  and  both  hands  can  be  employed 
over  the  fish  and  the  hooks. 

And.  now  as  to  casting.  Unless  yau  are  casting  long 
casts  from'  the  bank  you  do  not  adopt  the  Thames  style, 
but  with  a  long  rod,  and  rather  more  line  out  than  the 
length  of  the  rod,  you  swing  the  bait  upwards  by  the  un- 
derhand swing.  This  is  the  general  plan,  but  I  adopt  a 
much  better  one,  and  get  out  more  line  than  can  be  got 
out  in  this  way,  by  adopting  the  method  described  at 
p.  54  in  Nottingham  dace-fishing.  By  this  plan  the  angler 
can  get  out  nearly  twice  the  length  of  his  rod,  and  that  is 
enough  to  work  pleasantly  with. 

Some  fishermen  fish  up  stream  and  some  down;  hut 
though  drawing  down  stream  has  some  advantages,  yet  in 
doing  so  the  angler  must  spin  faster  than  is  quite  advisable. 
To  throw  slantwise  across  and  downwards  when  the  water  is 
at  all  coloured,  and  if  it  be  found  desirable  from  the  shy- 
ness of  the  fish  upwards,  perhaps,  when  it  is  clear,  may  be 
considered  the  best  plan  generally.  I  do  not  like  spinning 
the  minnow  either  directly  up  or  down  stream.  If  the 
angler  is  wading  he  can  either  wade  down  or  up,  according 
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to  the  above  rule,  casting  upon  either  hand  as  he  goes, 
and  drawing  the  bait  round  into  the  stream  below  with  a 
steady  and  moderately  fast  sweep.  While  the  bait  is 
making  the  bend  round  into  the  stream  is,  in  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  the  moment  when  the  fish  takes  it.  Do  not 
spin  too  fast,  or  you  run  away  from  the  fish,  but  spin 
just  fast  enough  to  make  the  bait  spin  well,  which  it  should 
do  easily.  If  a  fish  makes  a  dash  in  the  water  at  the  bait, 
but  misses  it,  spin  steadily  on  as  though  he  had  not  done 
so,  and  he  may  come  again.  For  although  a  fish  may 
once  in  a  way  take  a  bait  when  it  is  checked  (and  I  have 
known  them  even  to  pick  it  oflF  the  bottom),  yet  a  sudden 
stoppage  is  more  likely  to  alarm  than  reassure  the  already 
shy  fish. 

There  are  only  certain  parts  of  a  stream  where  fish 
take  the  minnow  well^  and  that  is  in  the  rough  water 
at  the  head  of  the  stream  for  a  few  yards ;  and  again, 
though  not  so  well,  at  the  extreme  tail — ^the  body  of  the 
stream  seldom  gives  many  fish.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  angler  will  not  get  one  now  and  then,  particu- 
larly if  the  fish  are  plentiful ;  but  by  far  the  best  place 
for  the  minnow  is  the  first  few  yards  of  each  stream.* 
Dull  pools,  as  a  matter  of  course,  are  not  commended  for 
minnow,  though  any  water  will  give  fish  to  the  minnow 
if  they  are  there  at  times ;  but  sharp  rattling  or  swiftly 
gliding  water  is  far  preferable.  When  a  fish  runs,  some 
anglers  hit  him  hard,  and  some  raise  the  point  of  the  rod 
and  tighten  the  line,  and  hold  on  to  him  for  a  second.  I 
think  a  strike  is  preferable.  If  a  fish  will  stand  striking 
tolerably  sharply  you  know  that  the  hook  is  home.  If  he 
will  not,  it  is  better  to  be  quit  of  him  at  once  than  to 

*  This,  of  course,  applies  chiefly  to  streams  where  minnow  is  habitually 
used.  In  streams  where  it  is  not  commonly  used  the  trout  will  take  it 
almost  anywhere,  even  in  almost  still  water /or  a  time  ;  but  they  soon  be- 
come aware  of  it. 
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disturb  the  water  playing  him,  and  then  to  lose  him  after 
all.  I  am  sure  that  many  good  fish  are  lost  by  not  striking, 
or  rather  not  striking  sharp  enough ;  but  do  not  on  any 
accoimt  strike  until  you  feel  the  tug  of  the  fish — ^if  you 
do  you  will  often  scare  him.  The  best  time  for  the  min- 
now is  at  the  commencement  of  a  flood,  when  the  water 
is  rising,  as  the  fish  are  then  all  over  the  water  in  search 
of  the  food  that  is  beginning  to  come  down. 

The  same  plan  may  be  used  for  preserving  minnows 
as  I  have  recommended  for  large  trout  and  jack  baits, 
namely,  of  preserving  them  in  spirits  of  wine.  It  is 
a  far  better  one  than  the  common  plan  of  salting;  as 
salting  the  minnows  renders  them  soft,  so  that  every  run 
you  get  will  be  likely  to  cost  you  a  fresh  bait,  whether 
you  get  a  fish  or  no,  while  the  colour  and  brilliancy  is 
much  impaired.  One  thing,  however,  I  have  remarked, 
and  I  have  heard  other  anglers  remark  the  same  thing, 
though  it  may  only  be  a  fancy  diflScult  to  prove,  viz.  that 
trout  seem  to  like  the  flavour  of  a  salted  minnow,  and 
often  dash  at  it  after  missing  it  more  savagely  than  they 
do  at  a  fresh  one.  I  may  say,  too,  that  the  very  best 
trout  I  ever  caught  in  my  life,  weighing  twelve  pounds 
and  a  quarter,  and  which  I  have  now  in  a  case  (it  was 
beautifully  set  up  by  Cooper,  that  prince  of  fish-stuflfers), 
was  caught  with  a  salted  dace;  and  the  fish  took  it  so 
greedily  that  he  almost  swallowed  it,  some  of  the  hooks 
being  nes^^ly  in  his  throat.  There  may  be  something 
in  this,  or  there  may  be  nothing  beyond  the  trout  being 
hungry ;  but,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  heard  other  anglers 
make  the  same  remark,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  a 'fish 
should  not  indulge  in  a  taste.  With  regard  to  spin- 
ning a  minnow  in  small  trout  rivers,  I  have  only  this 
advice  to  give :  do  not  do  it  if  it  be  a  fair  fly-fishing 
stream,  and  the  stream  be  in  at  all  fly-fishing  order;  it 
spoils  the  sport,  probably,  of  many  others  wha  may  be 
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fly-fishing  after  you,  for  a  slight  increase  of  sport  for 
yourself —  a  very  selfish  consideration,  and  very  exas- 
perating to  the  others.  Indeed,  were  I  the  owner  of  a 
good  trout  stream,  I  would  allow  neither  minnow,  worm, 
nor  live-fly,  nor  night-fishing ;  when  the  trout  would  not 
take  the  fly  fairly  before  dark,  they  should  have  the 
benefit  of  their  knowledge.  Large  bags  would  not  be 
made  thus,  but  moderate  sport  in  fair  weather  would  be 
got  through  the  season.  In  some  rivers  much  of  the 
water  is  heavy  and  not  very  favourable  mayhap  for  fly- 
fishing, and  spinning  is  therefore  allowed.  Now,  I  should 
say  never  mind  the  heavy  waters,  they  will  form  reservoirs 
or  depots,  whence  the  shallower  fly-fishing  portions  can 
be  kept  stocked,  for  the  good  fish  will  come  on  to  the 
shallows  at  times  to  feed,  and  one  good  fish  caught  with 
the  fly  is  worth  three  caught  with  minnow  in  point  of 
sport.  If,  however,  it  be  held  indispensable  that  minnow 
should  be  allowed,  do  not  let  it  clash  with  the  fly,  but 
prohibit  it  until  the  latter  end  of  the  season,  when  it  may 
be  used  for  a  limited  time  when  the  fly  becomes  only 
doubtfully  attractive. 

Very  few  words  are  sufiScient  for  par-tail  fishing,  as  the 
method  is  precisely  similar  to  minnow  spinning.  The 
tackle  almost  invariably  used  is  that  shown  in  Plate  VIII. 
fig.  5.  To  cut  a  par-tail  bait :  take  a  sharp  knife  and 
slice  the  little  fish  through  from  the  fore  part  of  the 
dorsal  fin  to  midway  between  the  anal  and  ventral  fins, 
cut  off  the  fins,  thread  the  big  hook  down  through  the 
bait,  beginning  at  the  tail,  and  bending  the  fine  end  of 
the  cut  on  the  bend  of  the  hook  to  give  the  twist,  hook  on 
the  lip-hook,  and  let  the  triangle  hang  loose.  N.B.  Take 
particular  care  the  water-bailiff  does  not  note  your  opera- 
tions, or  you  will  be  very  properly  fined  for  killing  salmon 
fry ;  for  this  reason  I  say  little  about  it,  but  I  feel  bound 
to  notice  it  as  it  is  a  style  which  has  prevailed,  chiefly  in 
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the  north,  for  many  years.  In  spinning  in  lakes,  the  style 
of  tackle  recommended  for  Thames  trout  should  be  used. 
It  should  be  pretty  heavily  weighted,  the  line  paid  out 
some  forty  or  fifty  yards  behind  the  boat,  the  rod  de- 
pending over  either  quarter  of  the  stem.  The  water 
between  deep  and  shallow  will  be  found  the  favourite  lay 
for  good  fish ;  then  row  slowly  and  steadily  along,  trailing 
the  bait  behind.  In  all  other  matters  much  that  I  have 
already  said  as  to  lake-fishing  will  apply* 
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I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  this  fish.  If  the  trout  be 
the  gentleman  of  the  streams,  the  greyling  is  certainly  the 
lady,  and  I  think  it  in  some  respects  little  inferior  to  the 
trout,  and  in  others  superior  to  him;  for  example,  greyling 
seldom  become  so  shy  as  trout  do.  There  are  many  well- 
whipped  streams  where,  after  the  middle  of  July,  unless 
specially  favoured  by  the  water  and  weather,  you  have  little 
or  no  hope  of  getting  a  trout  of  any  size  to  move  until 
dusk  or  almost  dark;  yet  come  upon  a  bit  of  greyling 
water  in  them,  and  you  are  almost  as  likely  to  take  a  brace 
in  August  as  you  are  in  May.  They  supply,  too,  capital 
fly-fishing  from  the  time  the  trout  goes  out  almost  until  he 
comes  in  again.  The  worst  point  of  comparison  is  in  his 
play,  and  in  this  he  is  certainly  inferior  to  the  trout,  for 
although  when  hooked  he  requires  n^uch  more  tender 
treatment,  and  is  far  more  liable  to  part  company  with 
you  than  the  trout,  his  play  after  a  very  short  time  is  too 
often  composed  of  a  series  of  rolls  and  tumbles,  which  are 
less  graceful  and  pleasing  than  the  rapid  motion  and  sharp 
resistance  of  a  trout ;  in  fact,  though  now  and  then  one 
will  fight  very  boldly  and  well,  too  often  they  behave  as  a 
trout  which  might  be  imagined  to  have  been  drinking  suc- 
cess to  the  May  fly  rather  too  freely  would  be  supposed  to. 

Greyling  should  not  be  fished  for  till  August ;  they  are 
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not  worth  eating  before  that,  and  not  very  good  then. 
A  September  fish  is  better  than  an  August  fish,  October 
better  than  September,  and  November  best  of  all.  All 
through  the  winter,  on  a  warm,  suony  mid-day,  you  may 
get  sport ;  and  even  if  it  be  not  a  warm  sunny  day,  you 
need  hardly  despair,  as  the  fish  are  in  condition  in  winter, 
and  must  needs  feed  somewhen,  though  certainly  a 
glimpse  of  sunshme  serves  to  bring  out  the  flies,  and  to 
bring  up  the  fish  wonderfully.  Another  good  point  in  the 
greyling,  too,  is,  that  he  is  not  like  the  trout  in  his  method 
of  feeding.  When  a  trout  is  feeding*  at  the  bottom,  as  a 
rule,  he  will  not  look  at  the  top,  and  when  the  rfee  of  the 
fly  is  over  on  very  many  trout  rivers,  there  is  an  end  of 
your  trout-fishing  pro  tern. ;  on  others,  if  you  see  no 
trout  nwving,  it  is  useless  to  whip  the  water.  When  fly 
is  rising,  trout  take  up  a  position  favourable  to  rising  at 
the  fly,  and  favourable  to  their  securing  it  with  the  least 
trouble,  and  in  the  least  possible  depth  of  water  which 
they  can  eonveniently  rise  through.  But  whether  it  be 
that  the  hage  dorsal  fin  of  the  greyling  permits  him  to 
rise  much  more  rapidly  through  deeper  water  than  the 
trout  or  no,  I  cannot  say;  but  these  conditions  do  not 
always  exercise  the  same  control  over  the  rising  of  the 
greyling.  It  is  (barring  bad  weather,  when  nothing  could 
be  expected  to  move)  always  a.  favourable  time  for  him. 
He  has  always  one  of  his  little  lozenge-shaped  eyes  on  the 
top  of  the  water  as  well  as  the  bottom,  and  no  matter 
whether  there  be  fly  on  the  water  or  not,  whether  you  see 
a  fish  break  the  surface  or  no,  you  have  still  a  chance 
with  the  greyling ;  and  my  advice  to  the  young  hand  at 
greyling-fishing  is,  fish  away,  never  mind  two  straws  what 
the  water  may  be,  fish  the  whole  of  it,  and  fish  it  out,  more 
particularly  the  deep  still  reaches ;  if  fish  are  not  moving, 
search  the  banks  well,  and  you  always  have  a  chance  with 
greyling.     Of  course  I  am  not  assuming  that  you  will 
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always  be  certain  of  sport,  but  I  have  often  had  the  best 
sport  when  I  have  not  seen  a  fish  rise  save  at  my  own  fly. 
A  greyling  rises  very  quickly,  and  also  refuses  quickly,  and 
when  he  does  rise  you  can  hardly  strike  too  soon ;  but  as, 
more  particularly  in  deepish  water,  he  has  to  rise  from 
some  depth,  you  should  not  hurry  the  fly  in  casting, 
making  your  cast  rather  drag.  For  this  reason,  fishing 
up  stream  and  drawing  down  is  not  the  best  method  of 
fishing,  because  you  do  not  give  the  fish  time,  and  all 
experienced  greyling  fishers  cast  directly  across  stream  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  opposite  bank,  where  the  best  fish 
of  course  lie,  and  let  it  drag  slowly  round  down  stream, 
bringing  it  round  by  so  directing  the  point  of  the  rod  even 
to  your  own  bank.  For  the  same  reason,  a  little  bit  of 
tinsel  is  often  useful  in  greyling  flies,  which  in  all  other 
respects  do  not  differ  from  those  used  for  trout.  Grreyling 
are  very  partial  to  the  little  blue  and  yellow  duns  and 
spinners,  and  these  always  prove  the  great  pi^  de  resist^ 
ance  in  the  choice  of  flies  for  greyling.  A  greyling, 
though  he  is  not  difficult,  unless  very  much  whipped  over, 
to  rise  to  your  fly,  is  scarcely  so  ea^y  to  basket.  It  is  not 
at  all  uncommon  for  him  to  rise  four  or  five  times,  some- 
times he  refuses  altogether,  sometimes  takes  after  alL  A 
trout  seldom  rises  fairly  above  twice,  and  if  he  refuses 
twice  you  may  leave  him,  as  you  do  more  harm  than  good 
in  casting  over  him.  Not  so  with  a  greyling :  after  three 
or  four  rises,  give  him  a  minute,  and  then  come  over  him 
again  either  with  the  same  or  a  fresh  fly,  and  he  will  as 
often  as  not  fasten. 

When  you  have  hooked  a  greyling,  your  next  job  is  to 
land  him  ;  and  here  though  his  play,  as  I  have  said,  is  by 
no  means  so  lively  and  varied  as  that  of  the  trout,  yet  is 
this  kind  of  resistance  more  dangerous  to  the  hold  you 
have  of  him  than  the  running  to  and  fro  of  the  trout,  for 
your  greyling  tries  the  hold  of  the  hook  in  every  possible 
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way,  and  from  every  opposite  point  and  direction  of  that 
hold,  and  usually  hangs  all  his  weight  on  the  line  at  the 
same  time,  and  having  a  very  soft  and  delicate  mouth,  it 
is  common  enough  for  them  to  break  away,  and  the  bigger 
the  fish  the  more  tenderly  you  must  treat  them.  There 
are  twice  or  three  times  the  number  of  greyling  lost  after 
hooking  that  there  are  of  trout.  Of  course,  the  greyling 
rises  best  in  the  morning  and  evening  when  the  flies  are 
about  thickest,  that  is,  during  the  summer  and  autumn, 
hut  he  will  none  the  less,  as  I  have  said,  rise  all  day 
to  some  extent.  In  winter,  the  middle  day  fishing  is 
the  besrt;  evening,  save  under  very  favourable  circum- 
stances indeed,  being  comparatively  useless.  There  are 
various  ways  of  taking  the  greyling — ^by  the  grasshopper, 
hy  the  gentle,  or  maggot,  or  the  caddis  bait,  or  by  worm, 
but  I  hesitate  to  notice  them,  as  the  greyling  is  such  a 
sporting  fish,  and  so  free  to  rise  to  all  comers,  that  it  is  a 
disgrace  and  a  shame  to  treat  him  like  a  poacher  with 
worms  and  such  abominations.  Still,  as  in  an  angling 
book  one  has  to  consult  everybody's  tastes  but  one's  own,  I 
suppose  I  must  give  the  information,  or  it  would  be  con- 
sidered an  '  hiatus,'  though  not  perhaps  '  valde  deflendus.' 
The  most  slaughtering  way  of  fishing  for  greyling  is 
with  the  grasshopper.  The  grasshopper,  so-called,  is  not 
a  grasshopper  at  all,  and  though  actually  an  artificial  bait, 
in  no  wise  resembles  a  grasshopper,  and  why  it  should 
have  been  called  a  grasshopper  any  more  than  a  goose- 
berry, which  it  much  more  resembles,  I  cannot  conceive. 
No  matter ;  this  is  the  grasshopper.  Take  a  No.  5  or  6 
trout-hook;  lap  round  the  shank  some  lead,  enough  to 
sink  it  pretty  quickly ;  over  this  wind  Berlin  wool  of  various 
colours,  chiefly  green,  with  a  few  turns  of  yellow  or  red,  or 
both,  until  you  have  a  thing  resembling  fig.  1,  Plate  IX. 
Mr.  Wheatley,  an  angler  of  great  experience  in  this  kind 
of  fishing,  and  whose  illustrations  I  have  borrowed,  recom- 
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mends  fig.  2,  and  its  advantage  is  evident.    Fig.  3,  on  the 
same  plate,  gives  an  illustration  of  a  wasp-grub  imitation, 
which  is  almost  equally  killing  for  greyling  and  trout. 
With  as  much  line  as  you  can  conveniently  cast  and  work, 

*  pitch  your  bait  into  every  likely  place,  particularly  into 
every  deep  eddy  and  swirly  hole,  working  it  up  and  down, 

^  sinking  and  drawing  with  constant  short  jerks  of  the  wrist, 
never  allowing  it  to  remain  still  an  instant,  until  the  whole 
of  the  water  be  thoroughly  searched ;  at  every  touch  strike 
pretty  smartly  but  not  violently,  and  disturb  the  water  as 
little  as  possible  in  landing  your  fish,  as  in  October  and 
November,  when  this  deadly  lure  is  chiefly  used,  the  fish 
are  often  congregated  in  good  numbers  in  any  favourite 
hole,  and  with  caution  many  may  be  caught  before  the  rest 
are  scared.  Wheatley  recommends  a  float  as  an  addenduim 
to  this  process— out  on  it  I  To  give  some  idea  of  the  deadly 
nature  of  these  baits  on  some  streams,  I  have  known  in- 
stances where  by  the  use  of  it,  large  twenty-five  or  thirty 
pounds  baskets  have  been  filled  and  emptied  three  times 
over  in  one  day's  fishing  by  a  single  rod,  and  they  are  always 
the  best  and  largest  fish.  It  is  quite  incomprehensible,  as 
on  other  rivers  they  take  no  more  notice  of  the  bait  than 
they  would  of  a  turnip ;  ita  use  being  confined  chiefly 
to  the  Worcester-  and  Shropshire  streams— the  tributaries 
of  the  Severn,  in  fact.  It  has  (^ten  been  tried  in 
Hampshire,  and  has  not  yet  succeeded  as  far  as  I  know. 
I  dare  say  it  would  do  in  the  Derbyshire  Wye,  but  only 
fly  is  allowed  there  fortunately.  At  Leintwardine,  on  the 
Teme,  it  was  allowed  for  a  short  time,  and  the  slaughter 
made  of  the  greyling  was  positively  dreadful,  and  it  was 
again  prohibited,  save  for  about  four  days  in  the  year, 
that  is,  two  days  before  and  two  after  the  annual  dinner  at 
Leintwardine,  as  a  sort  of  bonne  bouche  for  those  who  go 
down  to  the  dinner.  Tremendous  bags  are  made  then, 
but  it  is  foimd  that  its  use  spoils  the  fly-fishing,  as  does  the 
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minnow  with  trout,  and  it  has  been  clearly  proved  there 
that  when  it  is  not  used  the  big  greyling  rise  much  more 
freely  to  the  fly.  It  is  certainly  an  artificial  bait,  and  that 
is  all  that  can  be  said  for  it ;  if  it  be  used,  some  restriction 
should  be  placed  on  it. 

Crreyling  are  also  fond  of  the  maggot  or  gentle,  and 
may  be  whipped  for  with  them,  the  bait  sinking  even  to 
mid-water  at  times,  or  a  very  slight  quill-float,  with  about 
three  shots — a  tripping  bait — &  few  gentles  being  thrown 
in  now  and  then  as  ground  bait.  A  Nottingham  line  and 
reel  may  be  employed.  A  red  worm  may  also  be  used 
either  in  the  same  way  or  with  a  free  Une,  as  for  trout, 
and  that  certainly  is  the  more  sportsman-like  plan  of 
the  two.  All  these  plans,  though  possible,  are  not  to 
my  mind  legitimate,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  reasonable 
water  or  weather  when  greyling  will  altogether  refuse  the 
fly;  and  though  in  a  book  in  which  it  is  my  desire  to 
give  the  fullest  information  upon  every  style  of  angling, 
I  feel  bound  to  mention  these  methods,  I  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  enlarge  much  upon  them,  as  I  certainly  neve? 
would  resort  to  them  myself.  Sometimes  a  greyling 
may  be  taken  with  the  minnow,  but  it  is  rather  an  acci* 
dent  than  otherwise.  In  like  manner  barbel  and  chub 
take  a  minnow  or  small  gudgeon,  but  no  one  would  fish 
thus  for  them.  It  is  needless  to  say  fish  fine  for  greyling, 
as  if  you  do  not  you  will  soon  learn  to.  A  wee  silver  dun 
with  a  tinsel  body,  and  the  lightest  blue  hackle,  is  a  prime 
favourite  everywhere 

As  I  have  said,  greyling  are  in  the  best  season  in  the 
autumn  and  winter.  Indeed,  they  should  not  be  taken 
till  August,  and  all  caught  before  that  period  should  be 
returned;  but  unfortunately  a  greyling,  more  particularly 
the  female  greyling,*  always,  even  directly  after  spawning, 

*  The  male  is  often  iiglj^  long-headed,  lead-coloured,  and  black-bellied 
after  spawning,  the  female  hardly  eyer. 
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looks  so  bright  and  clean^  and  so  plump,  that  it  is  not 
until  it  is  cooked  at  this  time  that  the  novice  discovers 
that  he  has  a  very  indifferent  fish  before  him.  In  truths 
at  this  time,  and  for  long  after,  the  fish  is  not  eatable, 
and  until  August  at  least  is  not  worth  a  rush.  Cut  a 
greyling  in  June,  and  cut  one  in  November,  and  the  dif- 
ference is  most  remarkable.  Although  in  June  he  may 
be  a  handsome-shaped  and  bright4ooking  fish,  his  play  is 
unusually  dull,  and  his  flesh  like  that  of  an  indifferent 
roach,  soft,  spongy,  aud  flavourless.  In  November  he 
has  a  blue  bloom  on  him  like  a  rich  plum ;  he  has  a  pecu- 
liar aud  strong  fragrance  when  handled,  which  is  said  to  be 
like  thyme,  and  is  so  to  some  little  extent,  and  his  black 
spots  contrast  brilliantly  with  the  dazzling  silver  of  his 
belly ;  and  as  for  his  flesh,  it  is  as  hard,  firm,  and  flaky  as 
a  trout's  when  in  the  best  condition.  Throw  him  in  again, 
then,  brother  fisherman,  till  at  least  the  middle  of  July  be 
turned.  Whereas,  if  you  do  take  him  in  May  or  June, 
listen  to  my  solemn  anathema,  and  let  it  lie  heavy  on  thy 
soul.  May  your  rod  top  smash  at  the  ferrule,  and  the 
brazing  stick  in  tight  at  the  commencement  of  your 
♦  crack-day-of-the-season,'  and  may  you  be  unable  to  beg, 
borrow,  or  steal  another  rod  within  twenty  miles.  May 
you  travel  hundreds  of  miles  into  a  strange  country,  find 
the  river  in  splendid  ply,  and  then  discover  that  you  have 
left  your  reel  at  home.  May  you  bait  a  pet  pitch  for  a 
week  in  order  to  have  a  stunning  day  with  your  dear  old 
pal,  Jorkins,  and  when  you  step  out  in  the  grey  of  the 
morning,  with  everything  in  readiness  for  a  slaughtering 
day,  find  your  hatred  and  detestation,  that — anathema-, 
tised — ^Tomkins  fishing  it,  and  having  no  end  of  sport, 
such,  indeed,  as  you  have  never  had,  and  hardly  hope  to 
have  ever  again ;  and  now  go  and  catch  your  greyling  in 
May  and  June,  and  much  good  may  they  do  you.  I  hope 
you'll  eat  'em — all  of  'em — that's  all ;  and  that  your  wife 
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ninll  have  locked  up  the  brandy,  and  gone  out  for  a  day  or 
two ;  and  please  send  for  Dr.  Francis  to  administer  con- 
solation. Ha  I  ha  I  ho  I  I  hate  a  man  who  slaughters 
kelts  and  ill-conditioned  fish  more  than  any  other  species 
of  poacher  going.  What  good  does  it  do  him  ?  He  has 
had  his  sport  Let  him  be  satisfied ;  and  let  the  poor 
beast  live  to  grow  fat  and  healthy,  and  don't  take  a  mean 
advantage  of  starvation  and  illness.  By  Jove !  I  could 
almost  as  soon  kick  an  unoffending  street-walker,  or  a 
lying-in  woman,  as  kill  kelts.  What  brutes  some  fisher- 
men are  I  aad  how  they  disgrace  our  simple,  pure,  and 
honest  calling.  Fie  oai^!  out  upon  them  I  out  upon 
tiieml     Garbage  collectors  1     Scavengers  ! 

Greyling  are  supposed  not  to  have  been  indigenous  to 
England,  but  to  have  been  transplanted  hither  by  the 
monks ;  but  we  have  no  direct  proof  of  this,  and  the  colla- 
teral evidence  is  worth  nothing.  First,  it  is  assumed  that 
they  were  so  introduced  by  the  monks  because  on  or  near 
every  river  containing  greyling  there  are  the  remains  of 
monastic  institutions.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  this  is 
invariably  so,  but  if  it  were,  one  might  easily  ask  whether 
in  the  first  place  the  monks  came  to  the  greyling  with  that 
perspicacity  they  are  so  remarkable  for,  or  whether  the 
greyling  came  to  them.  Again,  it  might  be  asked^  how 
many  rivers  of  any  note  are  there  in  the  country  on  or 
near  which,  in  some  sort,  instituticms  of  monastic  origin 
have  always  been  absent  ?  I  am  not  at  all  convinced, 
clever  though  the  monks  were  in  fish  matters,  that  they 
introduced  greyling,  and  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think 
that  if  they  had  introduced  them,  the  introduction  would 
scarcely  be  so  partial  as  it  is.  Greyling  aboimd  in  many 
of  the  Scandinavian  rivers  and  lakes,  and  are  found  in  very 
many  of  the  German  and  Swiss  rivers ;  and  that  they  should 
also  be  found  in  some  of  the  English  rivers  is  perhaps  not 
much  more  surprising  than  that  the  trout  or  other  fish 
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common  alike  to  England  and  the  Continent  should  be 
found  in  both.  However^  it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  con- 
sequence to  u&  The  matter  that  is  of  consequence  is,  that 
the  fish  suits  many  of  our  streams,  and  would  suit  many 
more  if  it  were  introduced  to  them.  It  is  found  in  the 
Teme,  the  Lugg,.  the  Wye,  and  their  tributaries,  wherever 
they  are  found  to  suit  it.  It  is  found  in  many  of  the 
Yorkshire  rivers,  the  Ure  and  the  Swale  especially.  It  is 
found  in  the  Derbyshire  streams,  as  the  Wye,  the  Derwent, 
and  the  Dove.  It  is  found  in  the  Hampshire  rivers,  the 
Avon,  Itchin,  and  Test ;  but  here  we  know  that  it  has 
been  introduced^  and  has  succeeded  fairly.  It  has  been 
brought  also  into  the  Clyde,  where  it  has  thriven  welL  But 
there  are  very  many  other  rivers,  as  several  of  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Thames,  where  it  could  be  easily  naturalised, 
as  the  two  Colnes,  the  Windrush,  parts  of  the  Mole,  the 
Darent,  the  Wey,  the  Brent,  and  others,  for  it  is  not 
every  river  which  will  suit  the  greyling ;  whereas  almost 
any  river,  if  not  already  overrun  with  coarse  fish,  will  suit 
the  trout,  if  there  are  any  shallows  at  all  for  it  to  spawn 
on.  Greyling  love  deep  eddies  and  quiet  reaches,  but 
they  also  like  sharp  and  rapid  shallows.  A  weedy  shallow 
which  ends  in  a  deep  safe  eddy,  with  a  gravelly  bottom, 
and  loamy  hollowed  out  banks,  being  the  especial  abiding- 
place  of  greyling;  and  were  these  alternate  with  sharp 
bends,  full  of  nooks  and  corners  of  refuge,  the  stream  will 
suit  greyling  to  admiration. 

I  must  touch  on  one  other  point  before  I  have  done 
with  the  greyling.  It  is  said  that  they  diminish  the  trout. 
I  doubt  much  if  they  diminish  the  trout  loore  than  the 
trout  themselves  doi.  They  will  cat  trout  spawn,  and  so 
will  a  hungry  trout,  and  that  to  any  extent.  But  I  have 
fished  some  ef  the  best  greyling  streams,  and  trout,  both 
large  and  small,  were  fairly  abundant,  store-fish  being  by 
no  means  wanting.     The  greyling,  of  course,  deprives  the 
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trout  of  a  large  portion  of  the  food  he  would  have  if  left 
to  himself,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  good  greyling 
streams  the  trout  are  seldom  of  «o  good  quality  or  condi- 
tion as  they  are  in  pure  trout  streams.  Whether  this  be 
at  all  owing  to  the  greyling  or  no,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  numBer  of  greyling  diminish  the 
trout  more  than  the  same  number  of  trout  would,  and  the 
more  particularly  as  greyling  do  not  habitually  feed  on  the 
fry,  or  on  their  own  offspring,  while  trout  do  greedily ; 
and  for  this  reason  alone  greyling  will  increase  faster  than 
trout,  as  this  source  of  destruction  (a  very  large  one  in 
mere  trout  streams)  is  wanting  as  regards  the  greyling. 
Grreyling  certainly  are  more  of  burrowers  and  ground 
feeders  than  trout,  and  if  it  be  thought  that  the  greyling  do 
really  diminish  the  trout,  a  little  artificial  breeding  would 
easily  keep  up  the  balance.  But  I  conceive  that  when  grey- 
ling are  introduced  into  pure  trout  streams,  the  following 
change  takes  place :  as  the  greyling  increase,  the  trout  must 
either  fall  off  in  condition  or  diminish  in  number  some- 
how, for  a  stream  will  only  support  a  certain  number  of 
fish  up  to  a  certain  size  and  condition  ;  and  if,  for  example, 
it  holds  5,000  trout,  you  cannot  put  5,000  greyling  into  it 
as  well,  and  still  keep  up  the  number  and  condition  of 
your  trout.  But  if,  for  the  sake  of  extending  your  sport 
for  many  months,  or  for  the  variety,  you  are  satisfied  with 
a  slight  diminution  in  the  weight  of  your  baskets  of  trout, 
then  you  can  do  well  enough ;  or,  if  this  does  not  suit, 
then  you  must  resort  to  a  large  system  of  artificial  feeding, 
and  to  what  extent  we  can  or  could  carry  this  point  of  the 
question  in  an  open  stream,  is  a  calculation  which  experi- 
ments in  fish  culture  to  be  carried  out  in  the  future,  alone 
can  assure  us  of.  Everybody  can  understand  that  if  a 
field  of  turnips  will  support  fifty  sheep  for  a  month,  and 
you  turn  twenty  cows  into  it  as  well,  the  field  will  not 
support  the  additional  call  made  on  it  for  the  same  period ; 
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but  if  you  choose  on  this  space  to  draw  cart  loads  of 
turnips,  then  you  can  support  any  reasonable  quantity  of 
stock  as  long  as  you  like^  and  even  fatten  them  like  pigs 
or  prize  cattle,  the  increase  being  regulated  by  the 
quantity  of  turnips  you  draw  on.  A  stream  is  in  this 
sense  a  field  of  turnips,  and^you  must  till  it  and  stock  it 
accordingly ;  but  you  must  not  be  surprised,  if  you  starve 
your  cattle,  at  their  being  in  poor  condition,  or  even  at 
their  eating  each  others  tails  off,  or  even  at  their 
dying  out.  Grreyling  do  not  eat  trout  fry,  or  a  very 
few  of  them,  but  trout  do  eatgreyling  fry,  so  I  am  inclined 
to  give  the  bala^Hse  of  destruction  in  reality  to  the  trout^ 
which  is  without  exception  the  most  voracious  and  omni- 
vorous of  all  fish.  Grreyling  are  not  so  easy  to  transplant 
from  one  river  to  anc^her  as  trout,  as  the  ova  is  much  more 
tender  than  that  of  trout,  and  if  the  weather  should  happen 
to  set  in  warm  in  April  and  May,  they  become  very  diffi- 
cult to  hatch  and  rear,  and  very  liable  to  go  off  wholesale. 
In  rivers  where  they  do  take,  however,  they  soon  thrive 
and  make  their  way  rapidly,  often  in  a  few  years  out- 
numbering the  trout  which  may  have  tenanted  the  river 
before  them. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 

THE   SALMON. 

THE  BOD — THE  SBXL  Ain>  LINE — SLOTTf  TO  TSB  THEM — CA.STINO — STBIKING 

FLAYINO  ▲  SAXMON — SEA  TBOTT  FISHIKG. 

I  HAVE  now  brought  the  student  on  through  all  the  vaxious 
grades  of  angling,  from  the  first  and  earliest  efforts  of  the 
tyro  amongst  the  smallest  and  most  insignificant  quarries 
of  the  angler's  art,  up  to  what  is  usually  considered  the 
last  and  highest  walk  of  his  skill — the  capture  of  the  lordly 
salmon.  If  I  have  been  somewhat  lengthy,  the  angler 
must  remember  that  he  has  reached,  in  the  short  space  of 
270  pages,  the  point  which  it  took  m% — as  it  does  many 
others — ^nearly  twenty  years  to  reach. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  salmon-fishing  is  sport  for 
kings.  Fox-hunting  is  a  noble  pastime,  and  the  first  burst 
from  the  covert  side  full  of  joyous  excitement.  Drawing 
ahead  on  the  wild  red  deer  after  hours  of  carefcd  stalk- 
ing, is  no  doubt  an  anxious  and  exciting  second.  But  the 
bold  rise  and  the  first  wild  rush  of  a  twenty  pound  salmon 
thrills  through  the  frame  as  nothing  else  in  the  nature  of 
sport  does ;  and  I  have  never  known  a  man  who  has  in 
him  the  true  essence  of  a  sportsman,  and  who  has  for  the 
first  time  felt  and  seen  the  play  of  a  fresh  run  salmon  in 
his  native  river,  who  has  not  been  a  salmon-fisher  for 
ever.  I  have  known  and  heard  of  scenes  and  instances 
where  other  sports  have  been  given  up  for  salmon-fishing, 
but  never  heard  I  of  one  (when  sport  was  on)  where  salmon- 
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fishing  was  given  up  for  any  other :  and  many  a  sceptic 
hafi  been  convinced  of  the  truth  of  all  this  by  having 
eighteen  feet  of  hickory  and  a  hundred  yards  of  Kne  put 
into  his  hands,  with  a  salmon  freshly  hooked  at  one  end  of 
the  line. 

There  is  a  story  told  of  a  pawkey  old  Scot  whose  wife 
was  very  ill,  but  who,  tempted  by  the  fine  ply  in  which  the 
river  was,  had  just  slipped  away  and  stepped  down  to  '  tak  a 
cast  o'  her.'  He  had  just  risen  and  hooked  a  splendid  fish 
which  was  showing  him  magnificent  sport,  when  one  came 
running  to  him  wringing  his  hands  and  crying,  '  Laird, 
laird,  the  mistress  is  deein — deein — deein  I '  *  Ah  mon ! 
ye  dinna  say  sae !  £in  awa'  bock  thin,  Donald,  and  tell 
her  joost  to  hing  on  till  a've  kill't  the  fusshe.'  The 
words  were  hardly  out  of  his  mouth,  when,  as  if  to  punish 
him  for  his  inhumanity,  the  salmon  gave  a  great  spring 
and  broke  away.  *  Was  ever  the  likes  o'  that  ? — ^it's  joost 
a  judgment  I '  was  the  exclamation,  as  handing  the  rod  to 
his  retainer,  he  hurried  off  to  his  wife's  bed-side,  and  duly 
received  her  last  breath,  and  cheered  her  last  moments. 
Great  and  sincere  was  his  grief,  and  he  mourned  her 
deeply.  Old  friends  and  neighbours  came  to  console  him. 
His  old  crony,  Rab  McAllister,  mingled  his  sjrmpathy  with 
praises  of  the  virtues  of  the  departed.  *  She  was  aye  a 
gude  wife,  laird.'  The  laird  assented  with  a  sad  shake 
of  the  head.  '  But  we're  a'  dust,  laird.'  *  We're  that ;  oh, 
we're  that ;  dinna  doot  it,'  was  the  melancholy  response. 
*  And  ye've  tint  her,  laird.'  At  this  the  laird  brightened 
up.  'It's  varra  true,  Rab;  but  did  ye  hear  o'  the  big 
fusshe  the  news  o't  tint  me  i'  the  mom  ?  Hey,  mon,  that 
was  a  fusshe ! ' 

Perhaps  of  all  the  branches  of  angling  none  have  made 
such  strides  in  popularity  as  salmon-fishing.  Formerly  it 
was  confined  to  the  favoured  few — ^to  those  who  could 
afford  to  devote  a  fortnight  to  travel  into  Scotland  or  the 
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wilds  of  Ireland,  and  ike  tAxme  time  to  tso^nke  hs/ck^  with  all 
tbe  sttendiBuiit  expense  and  trouble.  But*^  as  m  groiise^ 
0iHi>otkigf '  Bous  avons  change  tout  ceia.' 

liTow  gold  hatli  the  sway — ^him  we  all  obey, 
And  «rutM666  king  yihe^ 

tor  he  certainly  has 

Miuiaged  to  send  our  ancient  Mend 
To  be  tossed  on  the  stom^y  sea. 

In  some  instances^  rivens  are  «till  held  by  their  aristoerotic 
pmprietors.  In  maay  naor6,  ho\vever,  Manchester  and 
Liverpool,  with  burly  John  Bright  at  their  head,  have  in-* 
vaded  the  once  sacted  soi)^  bundled  out  the  whilom 
occupiers,  and  taken  possessiim^  and  our  oldest  and  best 
rods  have  taken  yacht  and  are  gone  to  N(H-way^,and  for  a 
time  mrade  a  <;lose  borough  of  that  once  piscatorial  Goshen.  * 
But  awhile  ago  Nofway  was  a  pleasant  spot  for  a  fisher* 
man.  The  few  fishetmen  to  be  niet  with  there  were 
(they  are  not  now)  fond  of  telling  of  their  sport;  but 
they  were  gentlemen  and  sportsmax  of  the  old  school  for 
the  most  part,  on  whose  time  business  had  no  claims.  The 
natives  were  civil,  easily  satisfied,  and  fishing  was  easy  to 
come  atw  But  this  is  all  altered  within  a  very  few  years. 
Business  men  soon  came  in  to  compete  for  the  ptizes, 
and  the  British  snob  soon  followed  suit,  and  forthwith 
he  took  his  abominable  annual  holiday,  and  toured 
the  country,  dragged  his  tackle  together,  and  set  off  in 
shoals  in  pursuit  of  the  object  of  his  worship  and  adora- 
tion, the  nob  of  his  own  land.  Throwing  his  spare  cash 
about  like  the  idiot  he  is — when  he  has  plenty;  trans- 
porting his  nasty  little  vices  and  manners  along  with 
him ;  aping  all  that  is  bad  in  his  model,  and  unable  to 
understand  or  imitate  the  good ;  he  has  played  the  same 
pranks  there  that  he  has  all  over  the  world.  Givis  Lon- 
dinenaia  sum;   and   so   the    natives    become  gi'asping, 
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and  salmon-fishing  is,  save  at  high  prices  and  long 
leases  not  to  be  had.  Seek  the  tourist  track  anywhere 
and  it  will  be  found  the  same.  Still,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  old  rods  do  many  of  them  manage  as  yet  to 
hold  their  own  in  Norway,  and  they  always  must  do  so 
to* some  extent,  for  you  cannot  be  whirled  by  rail  to  the 
Arctic  circle  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  more*  distant 
rivers  consume  more  time  to  go  and  to  come  from  them 
than  the  great  bulk  of  salmon-fishers  of  the  present  day 
can  afford  to  give  to  the  journey.  Another  unfortunate 
feature,  however,  now  largely  prevails.  Salmon  can,  by 
the  aid  of  the  huge  stores  of  ice  which  are  easily  secured, 
be  sent  to  England  profitably,  and  large  quantities  are 
thus  sent  from  the  more  approachable  rivers,  and  netting 
is  rapidly  increasing  to  an  injurious  extent. 

There  are  fifty  salmon-fishers  now  for  one  of  twenty 
years  ago.  Twenty  years  ago  the  fisherman  who  had 
fished  for  and  killed  salmon  was  looked  upon  as  a  tre- 
mendous creature.  It  was  something  like  shooting  a 
gorilla,  was  this  killing  of  a  salmon  with  a  fishing-rod. 
Now  the  exception  is  all  the  other  way,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  persons  are  often  met  with  on  salmon 
rivers  whom  it  would  be  delightful  to  kick  into  them; 
for  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  such  scenes,  such  dis- 
graceful squabbles,  conducted  in  such  a  way,  and  in 
such  language  as  made  one  wish  that  salmon-fishing 
were  less  popular.  Happily,  for  the  credit  of  the  craft, 
such  things  are  not  of  every  day  occurrence,  and,  indeed, 
they  had  not  need  to  be ;  but  I  ought  not  to  find  fault 
with  the  increasing  popularity  of  my  favourite  sport, 
and,  with  this  civil  growl  de  piscatoriis  rebus,  I  pro- 
ceed to  explain  the  mysteries  of  the  art.  So  travel  a 
little  farther  with  me,  young  trout-fisher,  and  it  shall 
not  be  my  fault  if  you  do  not  know  all  that  I  know 
about  it. 
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THE  ROD. 

The  first  consideration  for  the  would-be  salmon-fisher 
is  the  rod.    This  should  be  proportioned  to  his  height  and 
strength.     Nothing   looks   so   absurd   as   to   see  a  little 
ambitious  individual  labouring  under  a  huge  threshing- 
machine  as  big  as  a  sloop's  mast,  which  he  is  manifestly- 
unequal  to  the  wielding  of  easily ;  and  not  only  does  it 
look   badly,  but  it  works   badly.     A  rod   two  or  three 
ounces  heavier  or  inches  longer  than  is  comfortable  to  the 
angler,  tells  dreadfully  between  the  shoulders  and  on  the 
loins  in  a  long  day's  fishing ;  and  it  is  useless  to  suppose 
that  practice  will  make  it  come  much  easier:  a  man  who 
is  overweighted  is  overweighted,  and  all  the  practice  in 
the  world  will  only  serve  to  do  harm  instead  of  good,  to 
strain  instead  of  to  strengthen.     Even  a  rod  that  seems 
at  the  first  grasp   light   and   short  will   become  heavy 
enough,  and  long  enough  too,  on  a  long  day's  work.     My 
advice,  therefore,  to  the  young  salmon-angler  is,  not  to 
overweight  himself  in  his  choice  of  a  rod  at  the  outset, 
but  to  work  up  to  a  heavier  and  longer  weapon,  which 
practice  and  time  may  eventually  enable  him  to  manage. 
Something,  too,  depends  upon  the  kind  of  fishing  he  is 
going  to  undertake.     If  it  be  boat-fishing  upon  a  lake,  a 
fifteen-foot  rod  is  quite   long   enough,  so  that  there  be 
plenty  of  stufiF  in  the  but  and  the  lower  part  of  the  next 
joint,  for  lake  fish  often  run  and  pull  tremendously.     The 
most  sporting  fish  I  ever  hooked  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life  was  a  fish  of  twelve  pounds,  which  1  hooked  from  the 
shore  on  Loch  More  at  Thurso.    I  never  saw  such  a  fish ;  he 
was  a  regular  flyer,  and  was  more  out  of  the  water  than  in. 
Plunging  and  leaping  from  the  water,  as  dolphins  are  always 
depicted  as  doing,  particularly  on  sign-boards,  he  took  out 
clear,  without  stopping  for  a  second,  over  one  hundred  yards 
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of  line ;  and,  had  I  not  chanced  to  have  one  hundred  and 
twenty  on  my  reel,  he  would  certainly  have  broken  me. 
The  late  Sir  F.  Sykes,  a  first-rate  rod,  was  run  out  and 
broken,  with  one  hundred  yards,  ool  the  same  spot  bat  a 
few  days  before.  At  about  one  hundred  and  ten  yards  I 
got  on  terms  with  him ;  and,  to  see  this  twelve  poimd  fish 
leaping  out  of  the  water,  at  such  a  distance  from  me  that 
he  did  not  look  larger  than  a  good-sized  trout^  it  was 
difficult  to  imagine  that  there  was  any  connecting  link 
between  us.  I  had  no  boat,  and  wading  was  out  of  the 
question.  Another  ten  yards,  and  he  would  have  bid  me 
good  bya  But  the  tackle  was  new  and  sound ;  the  rod 
well  set  up  in  the  lower  joints,  and  for  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  yards  I  let  him  have  it  heavily,  and  this,  with  the 
weight  of  the  line,  stopped  him.  So  that,  in  lake-fishing, 
if  your  rod  be  short  it  must  not  be  weak. 

In  boat-fishing  on  a  river  also  a  long  rod  is  not  desirable. 
Where  a  long  rod  is  desirable  is  upon  a  good-sized  sportii^ 
river,  fishable  from  the  shore,  where  you  have  broken  ground 
and  water,  and  where  you  must  often  run  with  your  fish ; 
where^  perhaps,  wading  is  frequently  indi^ensable;  and 
where  an  extra  foot  of  rod  will  at  times  enable  you  to 
carry  your  line  over  some  big  stone,  rock,  or  bush,  which 
would,  perhaps,  cause  you  inevitable  grief  with  a  shorter 
rod ;  and  where  long  casting  is  required,  or  where  there  be 
high  or  awkward  banks  behind  you,  with  rugged  stones 
and  roots  to  smash  your  hook  on.  And  under  such  cir- 
cumstances the  angler  should  use  as  long  a  rod  as  he  well 
can.  For  a  man  of  short  stature  and  not  tdo  robust  frame, 
from  sixteen  and  a  half  to  seventeen  and  a  half  feet  should 
be  about  the  limit;  for  a  man  of  moderate  capacity,  from 
seventeen  to  eighteen  and  a  half^  or  a  little  more ;  for  a 
tall  strong  man,  from  eighteen  or  eighteen  and  a  half  to 
twenty  or  even  twenty-one.  I  have  known  as  much  as 
twenty-two  feet  used.     The  Master  of  Lovat,  I  am  told. 
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uses-  a  rod  of  sometbing  like  twenty-four  feet  m<  ki^igfch^ 
only  employing  the  whole  length  of  the  rod,  however,  when' 
playing  a  fish,  ot  when  a  very  long  or  unu8«ia^l  cast  i»  re** 
quired ;  at  other  times,  casting  by  gi^asping  the  rod  some 
two  feet  or  more  above  the  reel.  Of  course,  where  sucb 
K)dS'  can  be  at  all  easily  handled,  they  give  very  grea§ 
advantages. 

The  nest  point  to  considw  is'  the  constansction'  of  the 
rod ;  and  this  is  delicate  gronxul,  because  it  is  such  a  matter 
of  taste  and  &n€y.  Some  like  a  v«ry  pliable,  a<ad  some  a 
very  stiff  rod ;  and  each  may  be,  to-  an  extent,  ju«ttfted  in 
hist  choica  by^  the  style  of  fishing  he  adopts  and  the  watem 
he  fisheu.  For  general  work  something  of  a  medium  ciaih 
raoler  is^  perhaps,  more*  suitabla  The  Trish  spHoed  rodd 
are,  to  my  fancy,  rather  too:  -widppy  or  flexible ;  the  Scotch 
perhaps  a  trifle  the.  odier  way.  Formerly  our'  Loindos 
makers  were  but  indifferent^  hcrnds'  at  sahnon-n>ds';  but 
I  think  now'ti^ey  ha^ve  madeup  for  any  lost  time;  and  I 
oould  point  t<»  one:  or  two*  whose  productions  oannot  be 
beaten  in  this  respect*  The  prices  of  London  makers 
ip^pmge  vmvj  hi^,  buty  if  the  -prioe  is  high,  the  workman-^ 
ship  of  a  first-olasff  rod  is;  unex<ceptionabIe;  I.  have  one 
by  me  now  I  gave  4L  for.  I  have  had  it  these  ten  years. 
I  have  killed'  hundreds  of  salmon  with  it,  and  it  is-  vety 
little  the  worse  for  wear;  It  is*  rather  a  moot  question 
wit^  anglers  as  to  which  is  preferable,  a/ spliced  or  fermled 
rod^  li  the  angler  always^  has  an  s^endant  to  tie,  untie^ 
and  retie  his'  spiiees^  and:  if  they  did  not  wear  out,  tbe^ 
them  if8  no  comparison^,  as;,  foradriial  fishing;  the*  splieed 
rod  is>  preferable,  for  not  only  is  the  play  of  the  rod  nic^ 
but  you  av^d  the  weakness  which  is  established  by  the 
junction  between  the  metal  and  wood ;  and'  you  nevet 
are  bored  to  pick  the  stump  of  the  top  joint  out  of  the 
ferrule  after  a  smash;  and  you  can ^ get  from  one  to  two 
feet  more  on  to  the  length  of  the  rod  for  the  same  weight*. 


278  FERRULES   OR   SPLICES. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  where  you  have  to  tie,  and  untie, 
and  to  retie  if  they  work  loose,. your  own  splices,  breaking 
string  now  and  then,  and  cutting  fingers,  &c.  &c.,  the 
nuisance  is  so  great  that  I  prefer  to  put  up  with  a  ferruled 
rod,  and  with  which  I  may  say  that  I  have  never  found 
any  difficulty  in  getting  out  any  reasonable  cast  of  line, 
and  in  killing  fish.  I  think,  too,  that  it  will  be  found 
that  a  well-made  ferruled  rod  will  stand  infinitely  more 
wear  and  tear,  more  knocking  about  than  a  spliced  one, 
for  the  splices  must  wear,  but  the  ferrules  do  not.*  The 
best  wood  is  unquestionably  greenheart,  and  next  to  it  hic- 
kory. Bamboo  rods  were  tried,  and  were  a  failure.  The  rod 
now  in  favour  with  many  of  the  best  hands  on  the  Scotch 
rivers  is  a  three-joint  rod,  with  a  ferrule  on  the  but,  and 
a  splice  for  the  top.  .  It  is  usually  slightly  top-heavy, 
because  a  good  deal  of  wood  is  put  into  the  top  to  stiffen 
it,  in  order  that  the  operation  of  picking  the  line  off  the 
water  may  be  promptly  performed ;  since  the  length  of  the 
cast  is  controlled  by  the  quantity  of  line  that  can  be  got 
off  cleanly  and  well,  and  a  stiff  top  does  this  better  than 
a  limp  one.  And,  certainly,  these  rods  do  throw  a  long 
line,  though  somewhat  unpleasant  to  handle  at  first. 

With  respect  to  the  weight  of  salmon-rods,  I  may  say 
that  I  have  two  old  rods  which  have  been  in  use  several 
years,  and  the  weight  of  each  is  as  follows.  I  have  one  of 
Farlow's,  a  four-joint  ferruled  rod,  sixteen  feet  seven  and 
a  half  inches  long,  and  the  weight  of  which  is  but  two 
pounds  six  ounces.  This  some  persons  would  almost  regard 
as  a  grilse-rod :  yet  I  can  put  out  a  good  long  line  with  it, 
and  I  have  killed  hundreds  of  fish  with  it.  For  a  lake  or 
small  river  it  is  amply  large.  The  other  rod  is  an  old 
Bowness  and  Chevalier;  it  is  eighteen  feet  three  inches 

*  Since  writmg  this,  I  pronounced  the  same  opinion  to  a  fiist-dass  rod- 
maker,  and  he  told  me  that  they  had  fbnnd  that  such  was  the  case,  and  that 
a  slight  reaction  in  fiavour  of  ferrules  had  been  the  result. 
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long,  and  weighs  three  and  a  quarter  pounds.  It  is  a  very 
powerful  rod,  and  very  large  in  the  but.  Both  of  these 
rods  are  hickory.  To  show  the  diflFerence  in  the  weight 
of  this  wood  and  greenheart,  I  subjoin  the  weight  of  four 
rods  weighed  at  Farlow's: — 

No.  ly  18  feet,  greenheart  ferruled      .        •        .2  lbs.  10  ozs. 
No.  2,  19  feet,  hickory  but^  and  the  rest  green- 
heart  ferruled       ......    2  lbs.    9  ozs. 

No.  S,  Bitto^  all  greenheart  ferruled   .        .        .3  lbs. 

No.  4,  20  feet,  all  greenheart,  and  spliced   •        •    2  lbs.  13  ozs. 

So  that  a  spliced  rod  is  very  little  heavier  than  a  ferruled 
one  two  feet  shorter ;  while  a  hickory  but  makes  a  dif- 
•   ference  of  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  in  the  weight. 

And  now  for  the  reel  and  line.  The  winch  should  be 
the  common  click  or  check  winch.  I  like  one  to  be 
capable  of  holding  120  yards  of  line.  Some  people  think 
a  little  more  than  half  that  quantity  sufficient.  Twic3  or 
three  times  in  my  life  I  should  certainly  have  been  broken 
if  I  had  not  had  more  than  100  yards,  and  on  each  occa^ 
sion  I  have  been  lucky  enough  to  slay  my  fish,  I  grant 
it  does  not  happen  once  in  a  hundred  times  in  ordinary 
salmon-fishing  that  one  parts  with  more  than^  or  even  aa 
much  as  100  yards,  but  the  weight  of  a  score  or  two  of 
extra  yards  of  line  is  so  insignificant  a  matter,  and  the 
confidence  and  satisfaction  there  is  when  playing  a  large 
fish,  in  knowing  that  you  have  ample  for  all  hazards^ 
incline  me  to  hold  to  my  opinion ;  besides,  a  line  of  that 
length  can  easily  be  turned  end  for  end  when  at  all  worn, 
and  will  serve  as  two  good  lines,  which  is  a  matter  of 
economy,  whereas  in  a  sixty  or  seventy  yards  line  turned 
thus  you  would  so  soon  get  into  the  weak  part  in .  a  good 
run  that  you  would  always  be  in  danger,  because  the  pull 
would  come  just  at  the  distance  where  a  fish  is  at  his 
strongest — ^at  the  end  of  a  forty  or  fifty  yards  run.    For« 
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merly  salmon  lifike»  ireze  twisted  and  made  of  horaehjaiv 
alone,  or  of  horsehair  and  AUk ;  but  asxice  the.  iotroduetioiii 
of  eight-plait  dveased  linear  these  are  now  m>t  often  used,, 
as  tine  eight*plait  silk  liiie  whidi  has  been  caiefiillj  and 
well  dressed  runs  through  the  ringase  nudi  more  spaeothiy, 
is  less  liable  to  kink  or  catch,  and  does  not  hold  so  much 
water ;  besides  throwing  better  against  the  jfmd.  Tapered 
lines,  or  ]ine«  which  are  gradually  reduced  to  a  smaller  si2e 
towards  th^  ^nd,  are  usually  muc^h  preferred*.  Tb^ey  add  to 
the^  GOfit  of  the  line,  but  they  haye  bhm  advaAtaget :.  tbey  c^st 
more  evenly,  and  do  not  sink  so  deeply  in  the  water  towards 
the  point,  and  are  therefeve  felched  off  ifc  mi^ise  wnly> 
and,  as  already  stated^  aa  the  length  of  the  east  kk.  gaver^ed 
by  the  quantity  which  can  be  easily  and  quickly  w^hdca^wf^ 
from,  the  sux&eey  it.  will  at  onee  bei  ae^n  that,  tber^  i»  a 
eonsid^able  advantage  m  &.  weU-tapexed  line.  It  mwt 
be  remembered  that  heavy  rods  apd  heavy  wateis  vequixe 
heavy  lines ;  but  unless  the  anglei>  wiahea  tOt  stinin  bis  topt 
joint,  and  open  the  splices,  he  should  nevecvusft  aheavy  line 
to  a  light  rod.  It  is  inconceivable  what  an  amount  of  misH 
ehief  in  wear  and  tear,  andwh;ataIot  ofbadeasting^aiidwhate 
a  bad  style  of  easting  ia  fostered  by  want  of  attention  ta 
this  pcont.  fiod  and  line  should;  BMntch  each,  ether,  and  a 
line  ^ther  too  light  or< too.  heavy  ia  a  nuisavtc^andaneisil^ 
The  easting-line  or  gut  bottpm  is  tfae>  nest  point  ef\  conra^ 
deration,,  Ft>i9  my  own  part^  I  ahvaje  like  abeuli  throe 
lengths  of  treble  twisted  gut,  and  twa  of  goed^d^ubke  guk, 
and  then  the  single  gut— in  all-  haid  up(»i  fouF  yard&  het 
it  be  good^  sound,  rounds  reliable  gut,  not  mece  makeehift 
rubbie^  The>  gut  shonld  be  stained  either  amber  or  greea 
fbr  peat  or  fimestone  waters^  Coffee  leesi  givie  the  fifst, 
boiled  green  haiise  or  walnut  shucka  steeped;  the*  second: 
No  other  colour  is  admissible  Some^  as^  I  bave^abeady 
said,  use  ink ;  thi&  might  do  if  one  lented  pools  on  tln^ 
Styx,  but  elsewhiere  it  ie  i^  bad  and  nnaatural  dy%.  and 
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shows  plaifily  m  any  water.     Better  no  dye  at  all  tlutn 
Ikia,  for  thougk  a  pool  may  look  dark  and  black  to  the  eye^ 
it  IB  usually  only  tha  result  of  tke  rocky  bed,  the  depth,  oir 
oi^en^iadowing  rooks;  it  doe&  not  look  so  to  the  fish  froiOi 
bekKw;     Wheth^  the  angler  usea  one,  or  two,  or  eveik 
tiupee  flies  oil  his  cast,  must  be  decided  by  the  water  he  m 
going  to  fish.     In  some  wateiB  more  than  one  fly  is  dan- 
geiioua,  in  otha!^^  it  anawera  well  enough.     In  lake--fijBhingv 
fer  example,  two  and  even,  tinee  flies  may  often  be  used 
witin  advance,  and  on  the  Tay  and  such  broad  heavy 
waters*  also,  three  files  are  used  habituallyw    The  salmon 
fly  should  always  be  tied  upon  a  hook  with,  a  loop  eye  at 
tbe^  head.     Whether  this  loop  be  formed  as  part  of  the 
hook  itself  or  be  lashed  on,  matters  not  here.     Supposing 
it  to  exist,  pick  out  a  nice  round,  lengthy  strand  of  gut  if 
the  fly  be  used  as^  a  single  fly  or«a  a  irtretcher.     If  a  drop* 
per  it  may  be  shorter^  say  of  fi^ur  or  fi.Te.  inches  when 
attadfied.      Tie  a  sound  loop  in  the  upper  end  where^ 
-with  to  loop,  it  to  the  casting^line,  then  put  the  other 
point  through  the.  eye,  take  a  turn  of  the  gut  round  the 
eye  until  the  point  is  on  the  same  sidiO  as  the  gut  first 
oamo<  thsough  the  eye,  when  return  it  through  the  eye 
i^in,.  and  you  have  it  looped  on.  to  the  eye  of  the  hook. 
The  «id,  however^  ia  still  loose,  and  it  is  evident  that  at 
any  stvain  it  would  slip  hack  again  tlirough  the  eye.    Then 
take  tiie  fly  in.  your  left  hand,  take  hold  of  the  fag  end, 
and  make  a  oomplete  turn  ramid  i^e  gut,  and  put  the  end 
through  the  tie  or  opening*  thus  iocmedrr^in  faot,  make 
a  r^ular  tie  knot^.  and  draw  it  tight,  after  the  style  of 
IgpsBg  showa  in  Plate  IIL  fig;  1 ;   repeat  the.  operation 
so»  as  to  make  two.  knots  lying  side  by  side,  as.  cloijhely 
as  possibln.    PuU.  the  kB<»t  home  by  taking  the  fiig  end 
between  your  teeth  or  pliers  aa  tightly  aa  you  can,  then  puU 
the  gut  and  slide  the  knots  down  to  the  eye,  cut  off  the 
end,  and  your  fly  i&  ready  to  ba  looped  on  to.  the  cast*. 
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And  now  we  will  suppose  that  the  angler  is  suited  with 
rod,  line,  cast,  and  flies.  We  will  assume  that  he  knows 
something  of  fly-fishing,  has  at  least  used  a  single-handed 
trout  rod.  The  motions  gone  through  with  the  rod-point 
are  precisely  similar  with  a  single  and  a  double-handed 
rod,  save  that  a  somewhat  wider  sweep  is  made  with  the 
latter.  The  left  hand  holds  the  rod  below  the  reel ;  the 
right  grasps  it  at  a  convenient  spot  above  it ;  sufficient 
line  is  let  off  the  reel  for  the  cast ;  the  point  of  the  rod 
is  waved  backwards  over  the  right  shoulder ;  the  right  hand 
comes  almost  to  the  level  of  the  shoulder  (in  long  casts  a 
trifle  above  it).  Give  the  line  time  to  extend  itself  back- 
wards, making  a  sweep  round  with  the  point  of  the  rod,  still 
feeling  the  line  as  you  do  so ;  direct  it  towards  the  mark  as 
in  trout-fishing.  You  can  either  make  the  curve  (or  the  cast 
rather)  towards  the  ear  or  0/way  jr(ym  the  ear.  The  first  will 
be  found  most  suitable  when  fishing  with  a  short  line,  but 
the  latter  is  indispensable  when  fishing  with  a  long  one,  as 
in  no  other  way  can  the  line  be  got  oflF  the  water  so  quickly 
or  neatly.  This  is  the  right  shoulder  cast.  To  ease  the 
muscles  and  to  suit  a  particular  airt  of  wind,  or  the  di- 
rection or  bank  of  the  stream,  it  is  often  advantageous  to 
cast  from  the  left  shoulder  instead  of  the  right.  To 
do  this  reverse  the  hands — the  right  below,  the  left 
above  the  reel — and  bring  the  rod  to  the  left  shoulder 
instead  of  the  right.  The  other  motions  are  the  same  as 
in  the  right  shoulder  cast,  save  that  in  the  left  hand  cast 
it  will  be  found  easier  to  make  the  sweep  towards  or 
nearer  to  the  ear.  The  length  of  your  cast  must  be 
governed  by  your  ability,  but  always,  when  actually  fishing, 
cast  well  within  yourself — ^that  is,  so  that  you  can  fish  the 
cast  well  and  thoroughly,  and  have  perfect  command  over 
your  rod  top  and  line.  A  greater  mistake  cannot  be  made 
than  to  overcast  either  your  throw  or  yourself.  Some 
anglers  are  so  fond  of  making  long  casts  just  to  show  o% 
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that  they  will  risk  cutting  a  fly  to  pieces  rather  than  move 
a  few  yards ;  others  will  so  overcast  their  throw  that  by 
the  time  the  fly  reaches  the  salmon's  home,  if  a  flsh  should 
rise,  the  rod  is  too  upright  or  far  back  to  allow  them  to 
make  a  clean  firm  stroke — the  fish  is  only  half  hooked^ 
and  a  bungle  is  pretty  sure  to  ensue. 

Begin  with  about  twice  the  length  of  the  rod,  not  more, 
and  when  you  can  get  that  out  well,  increase  the  length. 
It  is  impossible  to  teach  the  tyro  how  to  cast  a  salmon 
fly  on  paper.  Nothing  but  practice  will  do  it.  Even 
actual  showing  and  demonstration  are  not  of  much  use 
until  he  can  command  the  rod  to  some  extent.  Let  him 
note  how  it  is  done,  and  then  flail  away  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  for  a  day  or  two  until  he  can  pitch  the  line  out 
somehow.  Then  let  him  get  some  adept  to  instruct  him 
how  to  get  it  out  properly,  and  to  correct  any  fault  in  his 
manipulation.  After  that,  practice,  practice,  practice,  and 
watching  a  performer  now  and  then  at  work  will  do  the 
rest.  Another  rule  of  great  importance  I  would  here  em- 
phatically lay  down,  and  that  is,  never  use  more  strength 
or  vigour  in  making  a  cast  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  for 
all  beyond  that  is  not  only  downright  waste  of  power,  but 
it  positively  defeats  the  end  the  fisher  has  in  view.  Let 
him  study  not  how  much  strength  he  can  put  into  the 
cast,  but  how  little ;  not  how  much  noise  he  can  make  by 
'  swooshing '  his  rod  through  the  air,  but  whether  he  can- 
not avoid  making  any  at  all.  And  if  any  old  angler,  who 
has  been  accustomed  to  adopt  the  former  plan,  will  only 
try  the  latter  a  few  times,  I  am  confident  that  the  result 
will  positively  amaze  him.  It  is  astonishing  how  hard  it 
is  at  times,  with  all  your  force,  to  send  a  fly  against  or 
through  the  wind  truly  and  fairly,  and  how  easy  it  really 
is  to  do  with  little  or  no  force  at  all.  When  I  hear  an 
angler's  rod  ^  swooshing '  through  the  air  on  a  windy  day, 
as  one  often  may  seventy  or  eighty  yards  away,  I  ofteu 
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think  it  very  extraordinary  that  he  should  nerer  by  ao^ 
cident  have  discovered  that  all  that  force  and  none  iff  nok 
only  superfluous^  but  mischievous ;  and  how  that  without 
it  he  would  cast  an  infinitely  better  line,  and  not  skain  hia 
rod  as  he  is  doing.  In  very  long  throwsi^  of  course,  a  good 
deal  of  force  must  be  employed ;  but  in  ordinary  ones^  na 
matter  what  the  weather  or  wind^  or  which  Ym.j  it.  blows, 
it  is  absolutely  unnecessary.  I  have  ofbea  surpnaed  my- 
self by  seeing  how  beautifully  true  the  fly  goes^.  without 
doubling  or  bagging,  tiirough  the  wind  by  merely  letting 
the  top  do  the  work  it  wa8^  intended  for.  The  anglea 
should  consider  that  he  doe»  not  cast  witii  the  but  or  maiit 
joints^  of  his  rod,  and  need  not  therefore  try  ^  bring  them 
into  play.  The  part  of  the  rod  whick  sends  the  fly  home 
ia  the  most  pliable  part ;  why  not,,  then,  let  that  da  its 
duty,  instead  of  trying  ta  make  the  ksa  pliable  parta  take 
ita  place,  which  they  cannot  and  do  not  do  ? 

And  now  as  to  long  casting,  llurty  yaards  from:  the  seel 
to  &e  fly  IB  good  casting,  and  every  yard  beyond  that  vse^ 
good  easting ;  and  whenever  you  hear  a  peraon  bsagj^ng 
of  long  casting,  ask  him  wfaethev  he  measured  the  cast^ 
and  how  he  measured  it,  ae  fishermen  do.  not  alwoy?  earrjs 
a  yard  measure,  and  are  apt  to  measure  too  much  \3y  oqup* 
putatioSL  and  too  kindly  to  thems^es^  The  longest  cast 
I  ever  measured  was-  withiu  a  foot  of  thirty-eight  and  a 
half  yards  from  the  reel,  and  that  was  east  by  the  laito  Sit 
F.  Sykes,  who  was  a  tall  and  pewerfol  man,  and  who  waa 
fishing  with  a  twenty*foot  rod,  which  I  oould  hardly 
manage.  I  may  have  sees  longer  casts,  and  I  t'hmk  i 
have,  but  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity  of  meaawrfug 
them^  The  most  I  eould  ever  manage  was  tfairty»*four  and 
a  half  yards  from  the  reel,  and  this  I  did  on  one  ov  tm} 
occasions  with  two  different  rode^  one  eighteen  and  the 
other  nineteen  feet  long — ^the  fbrmer  a  feruled,,  and  the 
latter  a  spliced  rod;  but  it  ¥fa»faom  a  boat;  and  esnse^ 
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qmntiy  tiiere  was  no  hazard  of  smashing  the  fiy  if  at 
toiicbed  behind.  Pat  Heams^  of  Ballina,  has,.!  believe, 
cast  forty-two  yards.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  mea- 
sured itocBL  the  point  or  the  reel^  but  as  it  was  for  a  wager, 
and  many  gentiemen  were  looking  on,  the  fact  is  India* 
putable.  He  has,  however,  a  rod  and  line  made  solely  for 
long  easting,  and  accomplished  the  feat,  I  believe  (for  I 
never  tntw  it),  by  running  backwards  quickly  at  the  draw 
out,  and  forwards  at  tbe  return.  There  is  a  very  good 
dodge  which  is  practised  when  a  very  long  cast  is  required 
to  be  fiflhed.  Having  as  much  line  aj9  you  can  cast  out, 
draw  a  yaxd  or  two  off  the  reel  and  let  it  hang  down  be- 
tween tiie  hand  and  reel  as  in  spinning,  when  you  have 
made  the  forward  impulse,  and  the  fly  is  rushing  towards 
tbe  point  sought  to  be  reached,  open  the  hand  tiiat  clasps 
the  rod  and  line,  and  the  impetus  airi  weight  of  the  line 
will  take  with  it  some  of  the  loose  line,  and  when  it  touches 
the  water  the  hang  or  drag  of  the  stream  will  carry  out 
the  rest.  Before  fetching  the  line  off  the  water  for  a  new 
cast,  the  past  so  let  out  must  be  drawn  in  and  allowed  to 
hang  loose  as  before.  In  making  a  long  cast,  the  difficulty 
is  to  take  all  the  time  possible  to  allow  the  line  to  straighten 
behind  withnd  allowmg  the  fiy  to  touch  the  ground.  For 
long  throwing,  the  best  wind  is  no  wind;  because,  although 
it  maybe  supposed  that  a. wind  at  your  back  may  help  the 
fly  forwards,  it  does  not  help  it  backwards,  and  the  quan- 
tity you  can  send  forward  is,  as  I  have  said,  determined  by 
the  quantity  you  can  extend  fairly  backwards.  But  for 
ordinary  fishing  the  performer  who  can  fish  some  six  or 
seven-and-twenty  yards,  and  fish  it  well  (for  there  is  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  between  casting  and  fishing),  is  a 
very  excellent  performer- 

I  have  mentioned  switching*  in  trout-fishing,  but  it  is 

*  This  cast  is  called  by  Tarious  names ;  Bometimes  '  the  Welsh  or  Bjj^ 
cut/  ix  according  to  the  name  of- some  other  rirer  where  it  is  practised. 
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chiefly  used  in  salmon-fishing.  It  is  a  species  of  cast 
that  is  made  when  there  are  high  banks  or  rocks  at  the 
angler's  back,  so  that  he  cannot  send  his  line  behind  him. 
And  it  is  one  that  requires  some  practice  to  make  from 
the  right  shoulder,  and  a  good  deal  more  to  accomplish 
featly  from  the  left.  In  switching,  if  the  angler  can  con- 
trive to  wade  in  a  yard  or  two,  he  will  be  able  to  switch 
with  far  less  danger  to  his  fly,  and  more  ease  to  himself, 
than  when  standing  on  the  shore,  as  the  object  is  to  deposit 
the  fly  on  the  water  previous  to  casting.  If  the  fisher  fetches 
his  fly  home  only  a  yard  farther  than  it  ought  to  come,  he 
either  smashes  it  or  hooks  some  obstruction.  Having  got 
a  certain  length  of  line  out,  somehow  or  anyhow,  and 
being  desirous  of  making  a  new  cast,  he  raises  his  hands  well 
up  and  carries  the  rod  up  to  his  shoulder  pretty  smartly ; 
but  he  does  not  send  the  fly  back  over  the  shoulder,  but 
rather  fetches  it  in  towards  his  feet,  and  he  must  take 
care  that  in  doing  so  it  does  not  come  too  higjh  above  the 
surface  of  the  water,  or  it  will  not  catch  the  water  again 
at  the  right  spot.  About  two  or  three  yards  above  him 
to  his  right  hand,  and  a  little  in  front  of  him,  the  fly  must 
touch  the  water,  but  must  go  no  farther.  This  action 
brings  the  line  into  the  form  of  a  great  bow  or  arc,  to 
which  the  rod  is  the  chord.  The  instant  the  fly  touches 
the  water  (and  the  angler  must  keep  his  eye  upon  it,  for 
if  it  misses  it  and  touches  the  bank  at  all  he  must  not 
make  his  cast),  a  sharp  downward  turn  and  cut  is  made, 
not  towards  the  spot  you  wish  the  line  to  go  to,  but  to 
establish  a  sort  of  centrifugal  action,  somewhat  after  the 
fashion  that  a  juggler  spins  a  hat  or  plate  with  a  stick, 
and  the  line  flies  towards  the  point  required ;  in  fact,  the 
cast  is  the  result  of  the  laws  of  centrifugal  force,  the  line 
forms  the  tangent  to  an  arc  of  a  circle  described  sharply 
with  the  rod  point,  and  the  angle  at  which  the  tangent 
flies  off  is  controlled  by  the  practice  and  experience  of 
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the  angler.  It  is  not  an  easy  cast  to  make,  and  requires 
a  good  deal  of  practice.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe 
it,  and  must  be  seen  and  studied  to  be  understood  clearly. 
Fig.  15,  Plate  XIII.  will  show  the  position  of  the  line  and 
the  attitude  of  the  fisherman  at  the  most  critical  moment 
of  the  cast. 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  rule  as  to  how  a  salmon 
cast  should  be  fished,  further  than  that  it  should  be  fished 
in  the  way  which  suits  it  best,  and  this  the  old  salmon- 
fisher  will  know  from  long  experience,  and  the  young  one 
from  his  attendant,  who  knows  the  cast  and  its  peculiarities 
well,  and  without  whom  the  tyro  will  be  very  foolish  to 
try  his  luck.  Some  people  who  know  very  little  of  salmon- 
fishing  lay  down  diagrams  of  instruction,  &c.,  which  are  so 
much  waste  paper.  The  only  point  to  be  observed  in 
salmon-fishing  is  that  whereas  in  trout-fishing  you  often 
fish  up  stream,  in  salmon-fishing  you  more  often  fish  down. 
True,  you  may  occasionally,  with  an  obstinate  salmon  that 
won't  be  persuaded,  try  a  cast  up  stream  and  drag  down, 
and  may  even  once  in  a  way  get  him  up  to  it,  but  as  a 
rule  you  fish  down  and  work  up  stream.  Even  when  cast- 
ing across  you  work  as  much  against  the  stream  as  you 
can.  Of  course  this  does  not  apply  to  dead  water  or  large 
eddies,  where  the  fish  lie  anyhow.  Some  anglers,  and 
some  writers,  lay  great  stress  upon  working  your  fly, 
and  how  you  are  to  humour  it  into  the  stream,  and  make 
it  work  so  that  all  the  fibres  like  pinions  open  and  shut 
like  a  living  thing,  &c. ;  but  it  is  all  chips  and  porridge. 
I  know  two  first-rate  professional  fishermen  who  live  but 
a  few  miles  apart  on  the  same  river.  One  always  works 
his  fly,  the  other  swears  by  a  steady  draw  and  an  even  keel, 
and  yet  one  is  as  good  as  t'other,  and  they  both  kill  their 
fair  share  of  salmon.  Hear  what  Mr.  Colquhon,  a  very 
old  sportsman  and  no  mean  fly-fisher,  says.*    When  he  has 

*  In  •  The  Moor  and  the  Loch.' 
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tried  a  pool  in  vain,  he  makes  his  casrt  and  merely  winds 
the  line  home;  this  he  calls  winding  ov^r,  aiad  it  often 
rises  a  fish  when  other  means  haye  &iied.  Of  Course  when 
a  salmon  is  shy  you  try  all  sorts  of  ways  to  mabe  him  <come 
up:  first  a  gentle  undulation  of  the  tod  point;  tbdn  an 
even  draw ;  then  a  regular  frantic  witches'  dance,  bobbitig, 
and  jerking,  and  working  as  though  yout  fly  were  possessed 
6f  St.  Vitira  or  a  tarantula  bite ;  theti  you  sink  the  fl^^  and 
perba^  none  of  them  avail,  and  then  what  is  to  he  said  of 
it  ?  Perhaps  he  does  come  up  to  one  or  the  othet^  If  so, 
that  is  the  killing  style  for  the  time;  for  salmo^  lik^ 
miaidens^  are  sometimes  capricious.  Sometimes  th^y  like  a 
quiet  partner  in  a  corner  all  to  themselves,  and  sometimes 
nothing  but  a  regular  frantic  deux  t&mps  will  suit  them. 
Depend  upon  it,  brother  angler,  that  th^^re  is  no  dogmatic 
rule  to  be  laid  down  eitiier  for  maidens  or  fisdi.  Take  the 
word  of  one  who  hath  had  experience  of  both.  You  can't 
diagram  th^m ;  you  must  study  th^ir  humours  as  well  as  yoih. 
can,  and  suit  your  arts  to  your  customer  as  near  as  inay 
be.  If  that  fails,  try  perseverance.  Versatility  is  good^ 
but  perseverance  will  often  carry  the  day  against  ail 
comers.  How  often  ha^e  I  seen  a  saJmon  regularly  bullied 
into  rising  by  an  obstinate  customer  who  wouldn't  take  no 
for  an  answer,  but  who  kept  flogging  on  till  the  fisivourabLe 
moment  arrived,  when — *Ahl  there  he  is  at  last!  and 
hooked  too,  by  jingo  !'  just  as  often  as  I  have  seen  a  girl 
take  a  suitor  at  last  whom  she  has  said  ^  No'  to  half  a  score 
of  times — ay,  said  meant  it  too  at  the  time^  you  know>  only 
she  happened  at  last  to  change  her  mind,  and  he  happened 
to  be  present  when  she  changed  it.  So  '  c'est  I'amour, 
I'amour,  I'amour.'  la  it?  It  may  be  very  often;  but 
then  again  very  often  it  is  something  else.  So^  having 
said  so  much,  I  will  for  the  benefit  of  the  sucking  salmon- 
fisher  give  the  generally  accepted  plan.  It  is  a  tolerably 
safe  one;  and  as  he  grows  experienced,  he  can  vaiy  it  to 
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suit  his  own  views.  Having  cast  your  fly — say  across  and 
a  little  downwards,  let  it  sweep  round  into  the  stream. 
You  needn't '  humour  it,'  as  poor  dear  Ephemera  used  to 
call  it ;  it  will  find  its  place  without  it,  and  will  not  re- 
quire any  humouring  on  your  part  beyond  free  permission 
to  do  as  it  likes ;  and  be  sure  and  keep  an  eye  upon  it  just 
as  it  sweeps  round  into  the  stream,  for  that  is  a  very  fatal 
moment,  and  it  is  odds  if  there's  '  a.fus8he  aboot'  if  you 
don't  at  that  last  fatal  curve  see  a  boil,  ay,  and  feel  a 
pluck  too,  if  you  are  not  in  too  great  haste,  which  will  send 
your  blood  spinning  with  excitement.  And  when  you  do 
see  the  boil  and  feel  the  pluck,  what  then  ?  Now,  don't 
be  in  hurry ;  that  is  what  you  never  should  be  in  striking 
a  salmon — ^pause,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  presently. 
Meanwhile,  when  your  fly  is  sweeping  round,  lower  the 
point  of  the  rod  gradually,  giving  line  to  the  fly  to  cover 
as  much  ground  as  possible ;  and  when  it  enters  on  the 
straight  run  home,  or  when  the  fly  is  in  the  stream,  and 
the  line  tight  and  straight,  raise  and  fall  the  point  of  the 
rod  slightly  as  you  work  the  fly  up  stream,  raising  and 
drawing  at  the  same  time,  imtil  you  have  the  fly  far  enough 
up  stream.  Never  work  it  too  far  so  as  to  lose  full  and 
strong  command  over  it ;  if  you  do,  it  may  hap  that  a 
salmon  will  rise  when  you  have  very  little  power  or  room 
left  to  strike  him. 

ON   STRIKING. 

Well,  ^  when  you  see  the  boil  and  feel  the  pluck,'  what 
then  ?  Why,  when  you  do  so,  you  are  all  right,  and  may 
raise  your  rod  smartly,  with  a  fair  tug,  over  your  shoulder. 
If  you  see  the  boil  only,  and  don't  feel  him,  don't  be  too 
hasty ;  he  may  be  only  making  an  offer — comjng  up  to 
inspect — and  if  (as  most  young  and  nervous  salmon-fishers 
out  of  practice  do)  you  strike  and  pull  the  fly  away  froni 

u 


290  *0N  STRIKE.' 

him,  he  goes  down  disgusted  with  the  rudeness  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  asked  him  to  dinner  and  then  snatched 
his  dinner  out  of  his  mouth  ;  and  you  might  almost  as  well 
have  assaulted  him  with  a  fork,  or,  in  other  words,  have 
pricked  him.  Ten  times  more  fish  are  lost  from  striking 
too  quickly  than  by  striking  too  slowly.  It  ia  hard  to 
wait  when  you  see  a  fish  coming :  still,  you  must  wait,  or 
lose  your  fish.  Some  people  say  that  when  you  see  the 
boil  of  a  salmon,  if  he  means  to  have  it,  he  has  already  got 
it.  But  this  is  a  fanciful  theory.  He  comes  up  to  see  what 
it  is  that  has  attracted  his  attention.  If  he  is  not  very 
eager,  he  first  looks  and  then  decides,  and  you  see  the 
boil  whether  or  no.  Sometimes  the  decision  is  adverse, 
and  he  does  not  take;  sometimes,  pleased  with  the  nearer 
inspection,  he  does.  Either  way,  eight  times  out  of  ten 
there  is  either  the  least  pause  in  the  world  or  a  very  long 
one,  and  nothing  is  gained  by  pulling  away  the  fly.  Some- 
times, when  very  sharp  set  indeed,  he  makes  no  bones  of 
it,  but  comes  straight  at  it  like  a  lion.  That  is  when  you 
see  the  boil,  and  feel  the  pluck  at  the  same  instant  There 
is  not  much  consideration  required  with  such  fish ;  you 
can  hardly  miss  them.     But  some  salmon-fishers  say  you 

*  should  not  strike.'  Yes,  I  know  that ;  but  what  they 
mean  by  striking  is,  you  shouldn't  hit  a  salmon  as  if  the 
roof  of  his  mouth  were  a  paving  stone,  or  you  were  punch- 
ing a  whole  flight  of  spinning  tackle  into  a  bony  old  pike, 
with  a  mouth  like  a  quartz  crushing  machine.  But  we 
will  effect  a  compromise,  and  therefore  you  should  do 
what  they  say  and  I  have  described,  and  which  they  call 

*  letting  him  hook  himself,'  but  I  call  *  striking.'  To  hit  a 
salmon  violently  as  you  would  a  pike,  is  in  some  respects 
certainly  not  advisable,  as  you  may  force  him  into  his  most 
violent  and  dangerous  action  when  he  is  best  prepared  for 
it,  and  when  possibly  the  ground  is  not  the  most  suitable 
for  it ;  whereas,  by  a  gentler  mode,  not  calculated  to  alarm 
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quite  so  sharply,  the  sharp  edge  of  the  steel  may  often 
be  taken  out  of  him,  and  you  may  negotiate  your  ex- 
changes upon  terms  of  more  equality,  in  case  the  hook- 
ing place  is  broken  water,  dangerous  with  sunken  rocks  or 
other  obstructions,  as  it  sometimes  is.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant points  for  the  angler  to  master  is  a  knowledge  of 
the  hidden  dangers,  the  under-water  rocks,  &c.  with  which 
he  will  have  to  contend.  A  person  who  possesses  this 
knowledge  has,  of  course,  a  great  advantage  in  playing 
his  fish  over  another  who  has  it  not.  Usually  you  depend 
on  your  attendant  to  tell  you,  and  warn  you  of  all  such 
dangers.  I  recollect  an  absurd  but  vexatious  incident 
happening  to  a  friend  once  on  the  river  Wye,  near  Builth, 
for  the  lack  of  such  knowledge.  The  river  was  very  low, 
and  ran  within  a  narrow  but  very  abrupt  rocky  channel, 
a  mere  broad  groove,  as  it  were,  in  the  centre  of  its  natural 
bed.  At  the  tail  of  some  white  water,  my  friend  hooked 
a  good  fish,  which  immediately  dashed  up  into  the  white 
water,  and  came  down  again  close  alongside  of  the  near 
side  wall  of  the  channel,  which  was  very  abrupt  there^ 
Presently  my  friend  observed  the  salmon,  which  was  still 
pulling  hard,  struggling  just  under  his  feet,  whereas  the 
line  was  pointing,  if  anything,  rather  up  stream ;  before  he 
could  do  anything  his  line  was  cut,  and  the  fish  away  with 
his  cast  and  some  six  or  eight  yards  of  line.  On  going  to 
the  spot  towards  which  the  line  had  pointed,  he  found  a 
large  stone  under  water,  reclining  against  the  near  wall  of 
the  channel,  but  leaving  a  nice  little  triangular  hole  below, 
of  which  the  stone  formed  the  hypotenuse ;  through  this 
the  salmon  had  popped  on  his  down-course,  threading  the 
eye  of  the  needle  with  my  friend's  line  in  the  most  dex- 
terous manner.  Of  course  a  little  knowledge  here  would 
have  saved  everything  and  captured  the  fish. 
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ON  PLAYING  A  SALMON. 

Having  hooked  your  fish,  the  next  point  to  consider  is 
the  playing  of  him,  and  in  this  important  point,  during 
the  first  half  of  the  battle,  the  angler  will  be  guided  very 
much  by  the  fish ;  in  the  latter  half  the  positions  will 
probably  be  reversed.  What  can  the  angler  do  when  he 
hooks  a  heavy  determined  fish  ?  All  that  he  can  do  is 
just  to  let  him  take  his  own  way,  merely  persuading 
him  strongly  against  the  folly  of  his  conduct  when  he 
evinces  a  disposition  to  run  into  needless  danger,  and 
to  keep  the  hook  in  him  diplomatically  if  possible  until 
he  is  amenable  to  reason.  To  be  sure,  in  taking  him 
down  stream,  if  an  awkward  rock  lays  far  out,  and  rather 
in  the  way,  by  the  above  gentle  persuasion  he  may  point 
his  head  so  as  to  drive  clear  of  it-  If  he  goes  on  the 
far  side,  and  the  rod  is  not  long  enough  to  lift  the  line 
over  it,  the  connection  between  the  fish  and  the  angler 
will  probably  cease.  In  taking  a  fish,  or  rather  being 
taken  by  a  fish  down  stream,  which  is  always  the  best 
course  that  can  be  taken,  the  angler  should  always  keep 
up  with  the  fish  if  possible.  Indeed,  a  salmon  should 
never  be  allowed  to  have  a  yard  more  of  line  out  than  is 
positively  necessary.  The  fisherman  should  never  spare 
his  legs  at  the  expense  of  his  line.  If  he  does,  the  fish 
may,  and  often  does,  suddenly  turn  and  dart  m  the  oppo- 
site direction,  drowning  the  line,  which  it  is  impossible  that 
the  angler  can  get  in  as  quickly  as  the  fish  swims,  and  thus 
all  power  over  the  fish  is  for  a  time  lost,  and  the  bagged 
line  is  liable  to  take  hold  of  any  sunken  obstruction  that 
may  occur,  and,  as  in  '  all  such  cases,'  obstructions  appear 
to  be  specially  *  made  and  provided,'  a  drowned  line  is 
too  often  a  lost  fish.  If  a  fish  shows  a  determination  to  go 
to  a  fall,  or  rapid,  or  other  undesirable  spot  whera_you 
cannot  follow  nor  stop  him,  you  must  but  him.      Some 
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writers  describe  this  by  recommending  you  to  throw  the 
end  of  the  but  well  forward,  presenting  it  to  the  fish  as  it 
were,  and  pulling  the  rod  well  to  or  over  your  shoulder. 
But  this  is  not  butting  the  fish  ;  it  is  middle  jointing  him, 
and  if  you  want  to  strain  your  middle  joint  beyond  re- 
demption the  very  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  engage  in  such 
a  struggle.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  but  a  fish,  the  less 
circular  the  position  taken  by  the  rod  the  more  the  strain 
falls  on  the  but.  Only  try,  by  lifting  a  weight,  in  which 
way  the  rod  will  carry  most.  Let  the  angler  place  the  but 
of  the  rod  against  his  stomach,  and  hold  the  rod  pointing 
out  and  away  from  him,  at  an  angle  of  45°  as  nearly  as 
possible.  If  the  resistance  becomes  very  strong,  he  may 
raise  it  a  few  degrees,  but  it  should  never,  unless  he  wishes 
to  strain  the  middle  of  his  rod,  reach  the  perpendicular, 
far  less  go  beyond  it. 

The  artifices  of  salmon  are  multifarious,  and  can  only 
be  combatted  according  to  circumstances.  *  Sulking '  is  a 
common  one,  particularly  with  heavy  fish,  and  a  fish  will 
often  take  up  his  position  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  pool 
behind  some  big  stone,  and  there  he  will  remain  without 
moving,  quietly  resisting  every  effort  to  stir  him,  some- 
times for  a  considerable  space.  A  fish  of  this  kind,  or 
a  sluggish  fish  may  sometimes  be  induced  to  work  by 
getting  behind  him,  letting  out  a  longish  line,  so  as  to  get 
a  straight  pull  at  his  head  down  stream  on  him.  Here  let 
the  angler  put  on  a  steady  heavy  strain,  accompanying  it, 
if  this  does  not  succeed,  with  a  sawing  action.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  turn  the  head  of  the  fish  a  little  broadside  to 
the  stream,  when  the  force  of  the  stream  and  the  line  will 
cause  him  perhaps  to  make  an  effort  to  keep  his  position, 
and  the  effort  may  cause  him  to  forget  his  sulky  tactics 
and  aggravate  him  to  rush  forth  to  the  battle  again.  If, 
however,  this  has  no  effect,  a  few  stones  judiciously  thrown 
may  startle  him  out  of  his  propriety,  and  if  your  gillie  can^ 
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manage  dexterously  to  hit  the  line  just  where  it  enters  the 
water  with  a  good  sharp,  heavy  flint,  he  will  certainly  spare 
you  all  further  trouble.     Sometimes  a  fish  takes  up  his 
position  on  the  farther  side  of  a  river,  and  can  be  dislodged 
with  the  aid  of  the  gaff  handle  or  a  pole.    If  not^  and  in 
case  the  fish  still  remains  obstinate  and  is  unapproachable, 
the  aid  of  a  bit  of  lead  which  can  be  bent  on  round  the 
line  in  a  circle,  or  a  common  clearing  ring,  such  as  is  used 
sometimes  by  trout  or  bottom-fishers  to  clear  a  hook  from 
weeds,  will  be  found  advantageous.     Clasp  the  ring,  if 
you  happen  to  have  one,  as  you  are  quite  certain  not  to,  on 
round  the  line ;  hold  the  line  as  upright  as  possible,  and 
let  it  slide  down  ^  rap '  on  to  the  salmon's  nose.     If  this 
unexpected  visitation  does  not  send  him  flying  here,  there, 
and  everywhere,  I  am  very  greatly  mistaken.     Two  or 
three  jerks  up  and  down  of  the  line  will  be  pretty  sure  to 
effect  the  purpose,  and  the  ring  can  at  once  be  drawn  well 
up  the  line  out  of  harm's  way  until  an  opportunity  occurs 
to  unclasp  it.     A  clearing  ring  and  line  does  not  take  up 
much  room,  and  is  so  useful  in  a  variety  of  ways  to  almost 
every  class  of  angler  at  times,  that  I  often  think  it  worth 
while  to  slip  one  into  my  pocket.     I  always  like  to  see  a 
salmon  show  himself,  and  the  oftener  he  jumps  out  of 
water  the  better  I  like  it.     In  the  first  place,  the  play  of 
a  fish  that  does  so  is  sure  to  be  the  more  brilliant  and 
exciting,  and  in  the  next,  every  leap  takes  so  much  more 
out  of  him  than  a  mere  dart  through  his  native  element. 
It  is  manifest  when  a  salmon  springs  from  the  water  that, 
if  you  keep  the  point  of  the  rod  up  and  maintain  a  tight 
line,  the  fish  in  falling  on  the  water  with  a  splash  will 
manage  to  dash  the  hook  out  of  his  mouth,  consequently 
whenever  a  salmon  leaps  you  must  keep  a  slack  line  by 
lowering  the  point  of  the  rod  to  the  water's  surface  and 
giving  as  much  line  as  you  can  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
by  extending  the  point  as  much  towards  the  fish  as  pos- 
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sible.  The  instant  the  fish  is  in  the  water  again^  however, 
the  point  must  be  raised,  and  a  tight  line  at  once  reco- 
vered. 

When  a  fish  *  jiggers '  or  keeps  up  a  constant  'jag,  jag," 
jag,'  at  the  line,  it  is  a  very  unpleasant  and  trying 
symptom,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  say  what  to  do. 
Some  anglers  think  it  advisable  to  hold  him  hardish,  and 
to  take  your  chance  of  the  hook  taking  a  fresh  hold  should 
he  be  lightly  hooked ;  others  say  play  him  lightly,  as  it  is 
a  sign  of  his  being  lightly  hooked.  This  I  am  not  at  all 
sure  of.  I  think  it  is  a  sign  that  the  salmon  is  a  fish  of 
experience,  and  is  trying  to  shake  the  hook  out  by  twisting 
and  shaking  his  head  about,  and  turning  in  all  directions, 
and  as  this  is  trying  the  hold  of  the  hook  in  every  possible 
way,  it  is  not  very  surprising  if  such  a  proceeding  frees 
the  fish  more  often  than  any  other.  I  have  lost  many  a 
'  jiggering '  fish,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  certainly  have 
caught  many  such ;  but  I  know  of  no  feeling  so  unpleasant 
as  the  sharp  twitch  which  the  process  of  jiggering  commu- 
nicates, with  a  thrill  of  apprehension  to  send  it  home,  right 
up  to  the  very  shoulder. 

Salmon  are  offcen  caught  both  by  worm,  minnow,  and 
artificial  bait.  The  worm  is  employed  by  means  of  a  large 
hook  capable  of  holding  two  or  three  lob  worms.  These 
should  be  threaded  on  the  hook  so  that  their  tails  may 
hang  down  from  the  hook,  and  form  a  good  big  bunch  or 
mass  of  worm-meat.  Three  or  four  good  heavy  swan  shot 
or  a  sinker,  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  stream,  should  be 
used ;  the  worm  pitched  well  above  the  *  lie '  of  the  fish, 
and  allowed  to  travel  freely  along  the  bottom.  When  you 
have  a  bite  be  not  in  too  great  a  hurry,  as  the  salmon  does 
not  bolt  his  prey  instantly,  but  give  him  time,  and 
when  you  think  he  has  had  time  to  get  the  bait  in  his 
mouth,  a  sharp,  steady,  but  not  too  violent,  tug  will  put 
you  en  rapport  with  him.     Then  look  out  for  squalls  and 
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do  the  best  you  can  with  him.  The  minnow,  par-tail,  and 
artificial  baits  are  used,  in  much  the  same  way  as  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  for  trout.  And  the  natural  or  artificial 
shrimp,  cast  and  worked  by  sinking  and  drawing,  is  a 
deadly  bait  on  very  many  rivers.  I  once  hooked  a  good 
fish  in  the  Gralway  river  with  the  Archimedian  minnow, 
being  induced  to  try  it  by  seeing  the  small  fry  flying 
from  the  water  as  though  a  pike  were  after  them.  Usually, 
however,  I  do  not  care  to  use  anything  but  the  fly.  On 
this  occasion,  however,  I  had  tried  it  all  day  futilely,  and 
unquestionably  the  salmon  were  feeding  on  some  small 
fry,  as  I  saw  them  '  fly '  again  and  again.  While  on  this: 
subject  I  may  also  say  that  I  have  seen  salmon  feed 
greedily  on  the  little  eels  which  one  sees  during  *eel 
fare ; '  which  facts,  combined  with  their  taking  both  worm 
and  minnow,  when  they  can  get  it,  quite  assure  me  that 
the  notion  that  salmon  do  not  feed  when  in  fresh  water, 
which  so  generally  prevails,  is  extremely  incorrect.  Sal- 
mon do  not  perhaps  feed  very  voraciously,  because  in 
salmon  rivers,  as  a  general  rule,  food,  and  particularly 
in  the  heavy  waters  salmon  inhabit,  is  not  very  abundant, 
and  the  salmon  is  not  given  to  roaming  about  far  from 
home  in  search  of  food ;  but  I  very  much  question  if  any- 
thing passes  his  lair  within  eye-shot,  which  is  at  all  worth 
his  notice,  that  he  does  not  take  stock  or  toll  of.  The 
spoon  is  also  a  capital  artificial  lure  for  salmon,  and, 
in  trolling  upon  lakes,  is  often  employed  with  great  suc- 
cess. Otters  and  crosslines  are  both  means  of  taking 
salmon.  In  England  one  is  licensed  and  in  Ireland  the 
other,  but  they  are  downright  poaching,  and  the  legisla- 
ture is  much  to  blame  for  not  utterly  prohibiting  them 
under  severe  penalties,  as  they  are  little  inferior  to  down- 
right leistering  in  their  destructiveness. 
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Sea  trout  are  of  two  species :  the  white  trout  of  Ireland, 
salmon  trout  or  salmo  trutta  of  England  and  science,  and 
the  grey  trout  or  bull  trout  of  Tweed,  Coquet,  and  elsewhere, 
or  salmo  eriox.  The  bull  trout,  when  it  reaches  any  size,  is 
a  bad  riser,  save  when  in  the  condition  of  a  kelt,  at  which 
time  starvation  and  emaciation  makes  him  greedy  enough. 
They  say  there  is  a  time  of  year,  according  to  tradition, 
when  the  bull  trout  is  a  very  welcome  accessory  to  the 
table.  I  will  not  dispute  this,  but  rest  contented  by  saying 
that  I  have  not  yet  discovered  the  exact  day.  Yet  it  is 
held  in  high  estimation  by  the  French,  who  pay  as  much 
or  more  for  it  than  they  do  for  salmon ;  but  as'  they  eat 
kelts  with  a  relish  and  caU  them  salmon,  one  need  not  be 
surprised  at  anything  they  do  in  that  way.  Bull  trout 
are  sometimes  caught  with  trout  flies,  and  now  and  then 
by  minnow  and  worm.  There  is  a  disputed  point  as  re- 
gards the  bull  trout,  whether  or  no  he  is  the  veritable, 
*  whitling '  of  the  Border  when  in  his  grilse  state.  This  I 
cannot  of  course  decide  beyond  question,  but  I  am  quite 
sure  that  I  have  in  the  same  river  caught  both  the  grilse 
bull  trout,  and  the  ordinary  white  or  salmon  trout,  each 
of  about  a  pound  or  a  pound  and  a  half  in  weight,  and 
that  the  natives  called  them  both  whitling,  so  which  is 
really  entitled  to  the  name  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  The 
flies  for  both  these  fish  on  the  Border  rivers  are  the  same 
and  are  called  whitling  flies :  they  are  similar  to  the  ordi- 
nary sea  trout  and  white  trout  flies  used  elsewhere.  As  to 
the  stylo  of  fishing,  there  is  nothing  peculiar  or  decided  in 
it,  for  one  almost  as  often  catches  sea  trout  with  the  com- 
mon trout  fly,  when  trouting,  as  with  the  small  sized  sal- 
mon fly  when  salmon-fishing,  or  with  both  as  the  regular 
orthodox  sea  trout  fly.  The  white  trout  is  one  of  the 
gamest  fish  that  swims.    Like  a  champion  of  the  light 
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weights,  when  hooked  he  is  here,  there,  and  everywhere, 
now  up,  now  down,  now  in  the  water  and  now  out ;  indeed 
an  hour  or  two's  white  trout  fishing,  when  the  fish  are 
in  the  humour,  is  about  as  lively  and  pleasant  a  sport  as 
the  angler  can  desire ;  and  as  salmon  trout  often  take  the 
fly  well  up  to  six  and  seven  pounds  weight,  where  they 
are  found  of  that  size,  the  sport  is  little  inferior  to  grilse- 
fishing.  As  to  where  they  are  to  be  sought,  that  ex- 
perience alone  will  determine,  as  they  abound  in  many 
lakes  to  profusion  and  take  nobly  in  them.  I  have  my- 
self caught  a  hundredweight  in  a  day  of  them  in  a  lake. 
They  are  found  in  most  salmon  rivers,  and  in  smaller 
streams  which  are  too  shallow  for  salmOn.  The  smallest 
mountain  beck  will  often  when  in  spate  give  good  sport. 
They  also  take  in  salt  water,  and  are  quite  as  likely  to  be 
found  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  they  are  in  the  highest 
pool  up  amongst  the  mountains,  for  they  are  great  and 
pertinacious  travellers.  You  may  catch  them  in  salmon 
pools,  in  dull  eddies,  and  in  sharp  streams ;  so  I  can  give 
no  advice  which  would  be  of  any  value  on  that  score.  A 
double-handed  trout  rod  or  a  light  grilsing  weapon  will  be 
found  the  most  advisable  rod  for  sport.  The  gut  should 
be  single,  round  and  sound,  and  not  too  coarse,  but  stouter 
than  you  would  use  for  ordinary  trouting,  and  two  flies 
may  well  be  used,  as  you  will  often  have  a  fish  at  each 
when  luck  attends  you.  They  take  bait  as  freely  as  fly, 
and  are  the  most  sporting  and  game  fish  which  the  angler 
meets  with.  I  append  a  list  of  sea  trout  flies  to  the  list  of 
salmon  flies. 
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LIST  OF   EAXMON  FLIB3— GBNERAL  FLIES — ^LIST   OF  FLIES   FOB 

SCOTCH  BIYEBS. 

One  of  the  most  diflScult  things  in  tying  flies  from  de- 
scription is  to  hit  off  the  right  shade  of  colour.  I  have 
done  my  best  to  overcome  this  difficulty  in  point  of  de- 
scription, but,  more  or  less,  it  must  always  exist,  and  the 
fly  tyer  must  not  be  angry  with  me  if  I  find  it  unable  out 
of  twenty  shades  of  green,  for  example,  to  describe  in 
words  any  particular  shade  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
mistake.  The  component  parts  of  a  salmon  fly  are  variously 
named  by  different  writers,  and  I  have  therefore,  to  avoid 
mistakes,  at  Plate  VIII,  fig.  8,  given  a  cut  of  a  salmon  fly, 
in  which  each  part  is  lettered  and  named  according  to  the 
part  indicated,  as  follows  : — a.  the  tag ;  6.  the  tail ;  c.  the 
but ;  d.  the  tinsel ;  e.  the  body ;  /.  the  hackle ;  g.  the 
shoulder  hackle ;  h.  the  under  wing ;  i.  the  upper  wing ; 
J.  the  cheek ;  k,  the  head ;  L  loop.  I  have  been  many 
years  collecting  this  list  of  flies,  of  the  majority  of  which 
I  have  brought  patterns  away  from  the  rivers  them- 
selves, so  that  they  are  descriptions  of  the  actual  flies 
used  on  the  rivers  by  the  hahituSa  thereof.  When 
these  have  been  collected  long  since,  I  have  verified  them 
subsequently  by  reference  to  old  friends  and  persons 
still  living  on  the  rivers.     When  I  have  been  able  to  get 
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them,  I  have  obtained  other  patterns  from  well-known  fly 
tyers  or  professors  of  the  art  who  dwell  on  the  banks  of 
their  favourite  streams.     Many  acts  of  kindness  and  libe- 
rality have  I  to  be  thankful  for  in  this  respect,  and  to  all 
such  gentlemen  who  have  lent  me  any  assistance  I  desire 
here   to   oflFer  my  very   sincerest   and   warmest  thanks. 
They  have  assisted  in  a  good  and  useful  work,  as  the 
description  of  the  various  flies  employed  for  each  separate 
river  of  any  not€  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  never  been 
brought  together  in  toy  work  before,  and  indeed  I  may  say 
never  could  be  by  anyone  who  has  not  enjoyed  the  peculiar 
and  favourable  facilities  for  obtaining  access  to  the  most 
strictly  preserved  waters,  and  of  making  such  a  list  as  I 
have.    There  are  many  persons  who  hold  that  half  a  dozen 
flies  are  enough  to  kill  salmon  on  any  river  in  the  kingdom, 
and  who  will  despise  the  notion  of  such  an  extended  list  of 
flies.     To  such  irreverend  scoflfers  and  heretical  unbelievers 
I  have  nothing  to  say.   Let  them  indulge  in  their  repertoire 
of  a  bit  of  old  Turkey  carpet  and  a  live  barn-door  rooster. 
They  are,  to  the  artists  who  attain  eminence  in  the  delight- 
ful occupation  I  have  endeavoured  to  illustrate,  what  the 
chalker  of  pavements  is  to  a  Landseer.     Equally  well,  no 
doubt,  would  they  land  a  salmon  if  they  hooked  him  with 
a  clothes  prop,  a  jack  line,  and  a  meat  hook. 

Hooks  are  varied  so  much  in  size,  not  only  by  diflferent 
makers  but  even  by  the  same  makers,  and  the  numbering 
and  lettering  becomes  so  troublesome  and  complicated,  that 
I  have  given  a  scale  of  sizes  numbered  for  reference,  as  the 
easiest  and  simplest  mode  of  expression. 

I  have  given  a  number  of  general  flies  which  are  more 
or  less  used  upon  several  rivers  with  success ;  and  these 
will  always,  when  the  angler  is  unacquainted  with  the 
special  and  pet  varieties  for  the  fish  of  the  river  he  is  bent 
on  plundering,  form  an  eflScient  corps  de  reserve^  and 
amongst  them  a  killer  or  two  will  certainly  be  found.    In 
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SO  many  descriptions  some  contractions  of  the  names  of 
various  feathers  used  have  been  found  convenient  to 
shorten  the  matter.  I  append  a  full  list  of  those  contrac- 
tions, which  will  be  found  more  or  less  used  throughout 
the  list. 

Contractions  used  in  the  accompanying  list  are  as  follows : — 

G.  Pt.  Tg.  Golden  Pheasant's  Topping. 

G.  Pt  Tip.  „             „         Tippet  or  Euff  feather. 

G.  Pt.  Sad.  „              „         Saddle  or  back  feather. 

G.  Pt.  Up.  „              „         Rump. 

G  Pt  Sd  -f  ^'^^'^j  *^®  short  red  pointed 

"  "         I    feather  in  the  taiL 

G.  Pt.  Tl.  „             „         Tail. 

Arg.  Pt.  Argus  Pheasant. 

Bust.  Bustard. 

Tur.  Turkey. 

Gn.  Pat.  Green  Parrot. 

Rd.  Pat  Red  Parrot. 

Set  lb.  Scarlet  Ibis. 

Kgfr.  Kingfisher. 

Ck.  of  Rk.  Cock  of  the  Rock. 

Bn.  Mad.  Brown  Mallard. 

Mor.  Mohair. 

'        11*'  !•  Peacock  wing,  back,  breast,  or  herl. 

Bk.  Ost  Black  Ostrich  Herl. 

Junk.  Junglecock. 

S.  or  G.  Tin.  Silrer  or  Gold  Tinsel. 

Tt  Td.  Twist  or  Thread. 

The  Doctor. — This  is  a  very  general  and  deserved  fa- 
vourite. Commencing,  then,  at  the  bend  of  the  hook,  tie 
on  as  a  tag  three  or  four  turns  of  fine  g.  tt.  Tail,  a  single 
g.  pt.  tg.,  over  this  a  turn  of  scarlet  crewel ;  body,  pale 
blue  floss  silk,  with  hackle  a  shade  or  two  darker,  wound 
on  from  tail  to  head  (this  is  varied  at  times  with  blue  jay's 
feather);  s.  tin.  (in  large  flies  of  all  kinds  the  tinsel 
may  be  rendered  more  conspicuous  by  the  addition  of  some 
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twist  wound  on  beside  it).  At  the  shoulder  a  brown 
grouse,  partridge,  or  bust,  hackle  may  be  wound  on;  a 
blue  jay  is  sometimes  used  over  the  blue  hackle.  The 
wing  is  a  mixed  wing,  containing  fibres  of  bust.,  dark  tur., 
arg.  pt.,  and  claret,  blue,  and  yellow  fibres  of  stained  swan 
feathers,  the  latter  predominating.  In  smaller  flies  mad. 
and  pintail  are  introduced.  The  head  is  of  scarlet  crewel. 
This  fly  is  dressed  upon  any  sized  hook,  from  about  No.  6 
to  No.  10,  to  suit  the  water. 

The  Silver  Doctor  is  also  a  good  standard  fly.  Tag, 
silver  tinsel ;  tail,  g.  pt.  tg.,  a  turn  of  red  crewel  over  the 
stump  of  it  for  the  but ;  body,  s.  tin. ;  hackle  blue,  as 
before,  with  a  brown  hackle  at  the  shoulder,  and  a  small 
speckled  gallina  over  it ;  wing,  chiefly  of  pintail,  with  a 
few  red  and  blue  fibres,  and  two  tgs.  over  it ;  red  crewel 
head.  And  a  very  pretty  showy  fly  it  makes.  Size  as 
before. 

Having  finished  with  the  medical  profession,  we  now 
turn  to  the  army  and  produce 

The  Colonel. — There  are  two  uniforms  which  the  colonel 
rejoices  in ;  the  one  a  bright  gold  or  yellow,  and  the  other 
a  red  gold,  or  orange.  Tag,  g.  tt.  and  two  turns  of  bright 
yellow  floss ;  tail,  red  and  yellow  sprigs  mixed  with  gallina, 
and  a  g.  pt.  tg. ;  no  but ;  body,  yellow  floss  half-way  up, 
and  then  orange  pig's  wool ;  over  this  is  ribbed  side  by 
side,  g.  tt.  and  tin.,  and  bk.  floss  (a  bit  of  unravelled 
coarse  sewing  silk  does  better) — first  the  tt.,  then  the  tin., 
then  the  bk.  silk ;  yellow  hackle  from  tail  to  head,  bust 
hackle  at  shoulder ;  under  wing,  g.  pt.  tipt.,  two  feathers 
shortish ;  on  either  side  of  these  strips  of  bust,  and  arg.  pt. 
(the  dark  small  speckled  feather) ;  fibres  of  yellow  thrown 
in  here  and  there,  and  over  all  a  g.  pt.  tg.  with  blue  macaw 
ribs;  black  head.  For  the  orange  variety  read  orange  for 
yellow.     Size  various,  from  about  No.  4  to  8. 

The  Major. — Tag,   s.  twist  and  ruby  floss ;  tail,  fibres 
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of  bust,  hackle,  g.  pt.  tipt.  and  a  tg. ;  body  composite, 
viz.  t\^o  turns  of  darkish  blue,  ditto  of  dark  orange,  about 
four  or  five  of  bright  claret,  and  two  more  of  blue  pig's 
wool,  over  this  s.  tin.  and  g.  tt.  side  by  side;  a  bright 
claret  hackle,  commencing  from  the  orange  wool;  the 
blue  wool  picked  out  in  longish  fibres  at  the  shoulder, 
over  this  a  bust,  hackle,  then  the  wing,  and  over  that  a 
yellow  hackle.  The  wing  is  composed  of  a  white  ribbed 
snipe's  feather,  with  longish  g.  pt.  tip.  on  either  side, 
over  this  bust,  and  g.  pt.  tail  in  strips,  with  red,  blue, 
and  greenish-yellow  fibres,  and  over  all  g.  pt.  tg.;  black 
head.  It  is  a  capital  fly,  but  I  think  some  of  the  dressing 
is  rather  overdone  and  might  be  dispensed  with.  Size 
same  as  the  last. 

Following  up  the  military  lead,  we  come  to  the  rangers. 

The  Black  Ranger. — Tag,  s.  tt.  and  golden  floss ;  tail, 
the  bright  red  breast-feather  of  Indian  crow  and  a  tg. ; 
but,  two  turns  of  bk.  ost. ;  body,  two  or  three  turns  of 
golden  floss,  ditto  of  bright  fiery-red  pig's  wool,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  body  of  black;  s.  tin.  and  tt;  very 
dark  blue  hackle,  extending  from  the  red  mor. ;  black 
hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  pair  of  long  junk,  feathers,  a 
trifle  longer  than  the  hook ;  *doubled  g.  pt.  tipt.  feathers 
over  them ;  g.  pt.  tg.  over  all,  blue  macaw  ribs,  and  kgfx\ 
at  the  cheeks. 

The  Blue  Ranger, — Tag,  s.  tt.  and  gold-coloured  floss ; 
tail,  as  before  ;  but,  bk.  ost.;  body,  gold-col.  floss  and  fiery 
red  wool  as  before ;  light  blue  pig  for  the  rest  of  the 
body;  blue  hackle,  a  shade  darker  from  almost  the  middle 
of  the  wool  to  the  shoulder,  gallina  hackle  over ;  s.  tin. 
and  tt. ;  wing,  a  pair  of  g.  pt.  tip. ;  double  junk,  over  them ; 
g.  pt.  tg.  over  all ;  black  head.    Both  these  flies,  as  regards 

*  Doubled  feathers  mean  where  a  short  feather  is  laid  on  orer  and  beside 
a  long  one  of  the  same  kind.  .      . 
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size,  to  follow  the  colonel's  lead.     We  will  now  leave  the 
military  and  go  into  the  church. 

The  Parsoii, — This  is  a  very  showy  fly,  and  is  used 
chiefly  on  the  Erne,  but  it  is  a  capital  fly  anywhere  where 
a  showy  fly  is  required.  It  is  on  the  Erne  rather  a  generic 
name  for  a  series  of  flies  than  for  any  special  one,  as  we 
have  there,  green  parsons,  and  blue  parsons,  and  golden 
parsons,  and  so  on.  The  parson  being  merely  significant 
of  plenty  of  toppings  in  the  wing.  The  golden  parson, 
however,  is  my  idea  of  the  fly,  and  this  I  will  describe. 

Tag,  s.  tin.  and  mauve  floss ;  tail,  two  tgs.,  a  few  sprigs 
of  tip.  and  a  kgfr. ;  body,  two  turns  of  golden  floss  silk, 
then  golden  pig's  wool,  merging  into  orange ;  golden  orange 
hackle  over  the  wool,  red  orange  hackle  over  that,  and  two 
or  three  or  more  short  tgs.  tied  in  at  the  breast,  instead 
of  shoulder  hackle ;  wing,  a  tip.  feather  with  a  ck.  of  rk. 
(not  the  squared  feather)  on  either  side,  and  one  above, 
strips  of  pintail  or  wood  duck  on  either  side,  and  as  many 
g.  pt.  tgs.  as  you  can  pile  on — seven  or  eight  or  more  if 
you  like.  These  are  often  tied  on  with  the  turn  bent 
upwards  at  Ballyshannon,  and  it  gives  them  more  play 
in  the  water.  Kgfr.  feathers  on  either  cheek,  and  blue 
macaw  ribs ;  blk.  head.  This,  however,  is  decidedly  a  top- 
ping parson,  a  sort  of  bishop  or  archbishop  parson,  in 
fact,  and  not  for  every-day  use ;  we  only  bring  him  out 
when  the  feelings  of  the  salmon,  having  resisted  all  ordi- 
nary persuasiveness,  require  to  be  very  strongly  appealed 
to.  But  if  you  substitute  a  golden-olive  hackle,  with 
a  medium  claret  above  that,  and  blue  jay  at  shoulder, 
and  reduce  the  number  of  toppings,  and  tie  into  the  wing 
a  couple  of  g.  pt.  sad.  feathers  over  the  tip.  feather,  a 
capital  working  parson,  a  sort  of  curate,  is  produced  fit  for 
hard  every-day  work. 

We  now  come  to  the  bourgeoiSf  and  begin  with  one 
whose  very  name  is  ensanguined. 
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The  Butcher  (Farlow's).  —  This  is  a  very  general 
favourite ;  it  kills  almost  wherever  there  are  salmon.  In 
the  Awe,  the  Orchy,  the  Brora,  the  Naver,  the  Thurso,  the 
Helmsdale,  and  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  it  is  a  prime  fa- 
vourite. Tag,  gold  twist  and  dark  orange  floss ;  tail,  one 
topg. ;  but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body,  two  or  three  turns  of 
claret,  ditto  of  medium  blue,  ditto  of  red,  and  the  rest  of 
dark  blue  pig;  broad  silver  tinsel;  medium  red  claret 
hackle,  gallina  on  shoulder ;  under  wing,  a  gld.  pht.  tipt., 
and  rump  feather,  over  them  strips  of  brown  mallard, 
bustd.,  peacock,  wood  duck,  and  blue  and  yellow  swan 
strips ;  black  head. 

Here  is  another  plan  of  dressing  the  fly  sent  me  by  a 
friend,  who  is  a  very  skilful  brother  of  the  craft,  being  no 
less  than  the  gentleman  who  writes  those  pleasant  chatty 
articles  in  ^  Bell's  Life,'  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  '  Fin.' 
I  give  his  own  directions.  Mixed  wing,  rich  long  jungk. 
feathers  over ;  body,  claret,  blue,  and  orange  pig's  wool ; 
three  turns  of  broad  silver  twist;  dark  claret  hackle  at 
shoulder,  lighter  claret  to  the  tail ;  small  kingfr.  feather 
on  each  shoulder ;  tail,  topping  and  wood  duck ;  and  he 
adds,  *  Fve  killed  lots  of  fish  with  this  fly.'  As  poor  Pat 
McKay  used  to  say,  '  Av  coorse  ye  have,  megorra !  why 
wouldn't  ye  ? ' 

The  Baker  (Farlow's)  is  another  good  general  fly ;  dressed 
small  it  is  a  standard  fly  on  the  Dovey.  Tag,  gold  twist  and 
lightish  blue  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  black  herl ;  body,  three 
turns  of  golden-cold,  floss,  dark  orange,  light  blue,  and 
red  pig,  broadish  gold  tinsel ;  medium  red  claret  hackle, 
gallina  at  shoulder,  with  light  blue  over  it ;  under  wing, 
two  gd.  pht.  tipt.,  sprigs  of  gd.  pht.  tail,  bust.,  peack.,  red, 
bright  green,  and  blue  and  yellow  sprigs  of  swan  over; 
blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

Having  given  the  butcher  and  baker,  the  trades  would 
will  not  be  complete  without. 
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The  Cavdlestick  Maker, — ^This  is  a  fly  to  light  the 
salmon  to  bed  witii.  I  dressed  one  as  a  whim  some  years 
since,  and  sent  it  to  a  friend,  who  reported  favourably  of  it 
to  me ;  since  then  it  has  done  useful  service.  The  body, 
for  the  lower  half,  is  black  silk ;  the  upper,  black  pig,  very 
bushy  towards  the  shoulder,  and  picked  out  at  the  breast; 
hackle,  golden-olive,  with  claret  at  the  shoulder ;  tinsel, 
broad  silver ;  tail,  scarlet  ibis,  and  wood  duck ;  wing,  five 
or  six  toppings  with  doubled  jtink.  on  either  side.  At 
dusk,  this  fly  will  often  show  the  salmon  the  way  up  stairs, 
when  others  will  fail. 

The  Childers  (Farlow's). — This  is  another  excellent  gene- 
ral fly.  It  is  a  slaughterer  on  the  Thurso,  the  Naver,  the 
Helmsdale,  and  the  Brora.  Tag,  gold  twist  and  golden- 
cold,  floss ;  tail,  a  topg.,  some  teal,  and  gd.  pt.  tipt. ; 
body,  yellow,  orange,  and  dark  red  (somewhat  of  a  lake) 
pig's  wool,  broad  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  dark  red  claret  and 
light  blue  on  the  shoulder ;  wing,  a  good  lamp  of  whitish 
tipped  dark  turkey,  and  strips  of  bustd.  and  gold  pht. 
tail  over  it,  mixed  with  slices  of  blue,  pale  red,  orange,  and 
yellow  swan ;  head,  black.  The  last  four  flies  are  dressed 
of  various  sizes  to  suit  the  water. 

The  Claret.^ — Tag,  g.  tt.  and  gold  floss ;  tail,  a  tg.  and 
slips  of  blue  and  red  macaw;  but,  bk.  ost.,  two  turns; 
body,  three  of  orange  floss,  medium  reddish  claret  pig's 
wool,  stoutish  g.  thread,  a  light  reddish  claret  hackle, 
commencing  about  half-way  down  the  body,  with  a  couple 
of  turns  of  black  hackle  at  shoulder ;  under  wing,  a  tip. 
feather,  and  over  it  mixed  fibres  of  g.  pt.  tail,  tur.,  bust., 
and  peak.,  fibres  of  gn.  and  rd.  pat.  thrown  in,  ribs,  blue 

•  I  call  this  a  claret.  I  hardly  know  what  would  be  the  proper  term. 
Some  might  call  it  a  fiery  brown,  but  having  the  fate  of  Martin  KeUy  be- 
fore me,  I  eschew  Fiery  Browns.  To  my  view  of  the  case  there  are  two  clarets, 
one  in  which  the  red,  and  the  other  in  which  the  blue  and  puiple  predomi- 
nate.   I  shall  endeavour  to  distinguish  them  thus. 
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macaw,  and  one  topping  over  all;  black  head.  This  fly 
may  be  varied  by  varying  the  shade  of  the  claret,  which 
may  be  from  light  red  to  dark  purple  claret,  the  wing  being 
sobered  down  as  the  fly  is  made  darken  It  is  a  very  useful 
fly,  and  a  general  favourite.  It  may  be  made  of  almost 
any  size  from  4  to  10,  or  11  even.     It  is  good  for  sea  trout. 

Tke  Guvnea  Hen  (see  Plate  X.  fig.  3). — This  is  a  speci- 
men of  a  trimmed  fly  ;  L  e.  the  hackle  is  trimmed  on  the 
breast,  but  left  long  and  full  on  the  back  to  form  part  of 
the  wing.  In  the  cut  it  might  with  advantage  be  trimmed 
a  little  closer  on  the  breast. 

Tag,  orange  floss ;  tail,  a  tg. ;  body,  medium  blue  floss  ; 
hackle,  guinea  hen  (small  speckled),  laid  on  pretty  thick 
and  trimmed  oflf  on  the  breast ;  s.  tt. ;  wings,  g.  pt.  tl. 
and  tip.  mixed  fibres  with  guinea  hen  and  teal  and  yellow 
fibres ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  head,  peak.  hi.  Size,  6,  7,  and  8. 
A  useful  fly ;  varies  nicely  by  dyeing  the  hackle  yellow. 

Black  and  Teal. — Tag,  s.  tt.  and  golden  floss;  tail, 
one  tg.  ;  but,  bk.  hi. ;  body,  two  turns  of  orange  floss,  the 
rest  black  (either  floss,  horsehair,  mor.,  or  unlaid  dewing 
silk) ;  broadish  s.  tin. ;  black  hackle  over  three  parts  of 
the  body ;  gallina  (the  dark  feather  with  the  large  round 
spots,  not  the  small  speckled  grey)  on  the  shoulder;  wing, 
doubled  junk,  with  tg.  over  them,  and  two  good  sized 
teal,  or  the  small  feather  of  the  black  partridge,  one  on 
either  shoulder  to  form  a  body  to  the  wing ;  head,  g.  td. 
This  is  my  own  pattern  of  dressing  this  fly,  and  a  very 
good  one  I  consider  it  to  be.  The  fly  is  a  first-rate  gene- 
ral fly,  and  should  be  kept  of  all  Sizes,  as  it  will  kill 
large  lake  and  river  trout  or  sea  trout,  as  well  as  salmon, 
if  regulated  in  size.  The  smaller  patterns  may  be  made 
with  single  junk,  feathers,  a  trifle  more  teal  being  added. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  flies  that  can  be  used  on  the  Spey. 
Some  persons,  however,  dress  it  purely  with  a  teal  wing ; 
it  is  good  anyhow. 

X  2 
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The  Namaen. — ^There  is  not  a  prettier  body  made  than 
the  Namsen  boasts  of.     It  is  a  orreat  favourite  of  mine. 

o 

Tag,  s.  tt. ;  tail,  one  tg.  some  rd.  pat.,  and  pintail  sprigs ; 
body  roughisb,  two  turns  of  bright  yellow  pig's  wool  merged 
into  deep  orange,  and  that  into  medium  red  claret,  and  that 
again  into  bright  medium  (or  inclining  to  darkish)  blue ; 
the  upper  part  of  the  claret  and  the  blue  tied  in  roughly 
for  picking  out,  the  blue  the  longest,  of  course;  s.  tin. 
with  g.  td.  beside  it ;  longish  black  hackle  on  shoulder ; 
wing,  slips  of  dark  tur.,  bright  bust.,  English  bust.,  red, 
blue,  and  greenish-yellow  dyed  swan ;  head  black.  Size 
from  4  or  5  to  9  or  10. 

The  Popham. — ^This  is  a  peculiar  species  of  fly,  and  in 
the  interest  of  the  fly  tyer,  I  have  given  a  cut  of  it  (see 
Plate  XI.  fig.  1).  It  kills  upon  two  or  three  rivers  in 
the  North,  I  believe,  on  the  Ness  and  the  Brora,  and  oc- 
casionally elsewhere.  It  never  was  a  great  favourite  of 
mine,  being  a  very  troublesome  fly  to  tie.  It  is,  however, 
an  e^ablished  favourite  with  some  anglers,  and  therefore 
I  describe  it.  Tag,  g.  tt. ;  tail  a  tg.,  two  turns  of  peak, 
hi.  over  it.  The  body  is  in  three  joints ;  the  lowest  is 
yellow,  the  'middle  one  blue,  and  the  upper  one  orange 
floss.  At  every  joint  there  is  a  turn  or  two  of  peak',  hi., 
and  tied  in  instead  of  a  hackle,  and  pointing  downwards 
like  a  hackle,  are  three  or  four  of  the  small  red  feathers 
in  the  breast  of  the  Indian  crow.  Fine  g.  it. ;  blue  jay, 
hackled  at  shoulder;  mixed  wing,  fibres  of  g.  pt.  tl.  and 
tip.,  bust.,  teal,  blue,  yellow,  and  claret-dyed  swan,  and  a 
tg.  over  all ;  peak,  hi.,  head.     Size,  from  7  to  11. 

The  Britannia, — This  is  a  very  rich  fly,  but  it  is  a  tried 
accepted  favourite  upon  many  rivers.  It  kills  well  on  the 
Thurso,  to  which  river,  by  the  way,  I  first  introduced  it 
several  years  ago.  I  had  very  good  sport  with  it  there. 
The  tag,  g.  tt. ;  tail,  a  good  sized  tg.,  a  bit  of  set.  ib.,  and 
fibres  of  bright  bastard  bust. :  body,  two  or  three  turns  of 
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bright  golden  floss,  and  then  bright  orange  pig's  wool,  g. 
tin.,  and  s.  tt. ;  bright  red  claret  hackle ;  bust,  or  wood 
duck  hackle  over  that,  and  dark  blue  or  green  hackle  on 
shoulder,  or  rather  as  a  ruflf  over  the  wing ;  under  wing,  a 
couple  of  shovel  duck  feathers,  with  from  three  to  five 
tgs,  over  it ;  two  short  junk,  on  either  shoulder,  and  two 
shorter  still  kgfr.  just  below  them  .at  cheek ;  head,  gold 
thread.  A  very  warm  gorgeous  looking  fly.  By  using  a 
dark  orange  or  a  red  brown  hackle,  the  warmth  of  the  fly 
may  be  toned  down.  The  green  shoulder-hackled  fly  is 
my  favom-ite.     Size,  4,  5  or  6. 

The  Goldfinch. — This  is  the  handsomest  and  neatest 
specimen  of  a  showy  salmon  fly  I  know  of,  so  I  give  a  cut 
of  it  (see  Plate  X.  fig.  1).  Tag,  g.  tin.  and  black  floss; 
tail,  g.  pt.  tg, ;  body,  gold  cold,  floss,  hackle,  pale  yellow, 
blue  jay  at  shoulder,  g.  tin. ;  wing,  composed  entirely  of 
tgs. ;  red  macaw  ribs  and  black  head.     Size  5  to  7. 


TWEED   FLIES. 

Few  rivers  are  so  varied  in  their  character  as  the  Tweed, 
which  comprises  in  its  length  every  kind  of  water — rapid, 
dub,  stream,  fall,  &c.  The  lower  part  of  the  salmon- 
fishing  is  mostly  boat-fishing ;  higher  up  it  can  be  fished 
a  good  deal  from  the  shore.  The  waters  or  holdings  are 
not  generally  extensive,  being  very  valuable,  and  fetching 
high  rents.  The  flies  are  not  large,  and  the  sport  runs 
from  May  to  November.  For  closer  information,  see  a 
capital  little  work  by  Younger,  published  by  Eutherford 
of  Kelso,  wherein  every  water  and  cast  on  the  Tweed  is 
named  and  described. 

The  Durham  Ranger. — This  is  a  favourite  pattern  on 
the  Tweed,  but  it  is  like  most  of  the  Tweed  flies,  good 
anywhere.     Tag,  s.  tin.  and  gold  floss ;  tail,  one  tg. ;  but. 
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two  turns  of  bk.  hi. ;  body,  two  turns  of  light  orange  floss 
then  two  of  dark  orange,  of  claret,  and  black  pig's  wool,  re- 
spectively— according  to  the  size  of  the  fly  the  turns  may 
of  course  be  increased  or  lessened ;  the  black  wool  to  be 
picked  out  at  the  breast.  Over  the  whole  of  the  wool  a 
coch  y  bondu  hackle  (red  with  black  centre),  stained  a 
bright  red-orange,  two  turns  of  black  hackle  over  it,  and 
a  light  blue  hackle  on  the  shoulder ;  wing,  a  pair  of  longish 
junk,  in  centre,  doubled  g.  pt.  tips,  on  either  side,  one  tg. 
over  all ;  blue  macaw  ribs  and  a  kgfr.  feather  on.  either 
cheek. 

Jock  Scott. — Another  good  Tweed  pattern  which  is  very 
useful  elsewhere.  Tag,  g.  twist;  tail,  one  tg.  and  one 
Indian  crow  feather;  body,  in  two  joints,  gold-coloured 
floss  the  lowest,  and  black  floss  the  upper ;  from  the  joint 
is  tied,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Popham,  two  or  three  short 
toucan  points,  and  over  the  buts  of  them,  at  the  joint,  two 
turns  of  black  herl ;  s.  tt.,  a  black  hackle  over  the  black 
joint,  and  speckled  gallina  at  shoulder;  wing  mixed,  a 
white  tip  tur.  slip  in  the  middle,  fibres  of  bust.,  pintail, 
or  teal,  bn.  mad.,  yellow,  rd.,  and  gn.  pat.,  one  tg.  over 
all,  blue  macaw  ribs,  a  kgfr.  on  either  cheek.  Any  size 
to  suit  the  water  from  6  to  10  or  11. 

The  Dun  Wing. — Another  capital  Tweed  favourite,  which 
is  a  pretty  general  one  also.  Tail,  one  tg.  and  sprigs 
of  g.  pt.  tip. ;  body,  light  orange,  red-claret,  darkish  blue 
and  black  pig's  wool  in  about  equal  portions  merging  into 
each  other ;  broadish  s.  tin. ;  black  hackle  down  to  the 
red  wool,  a  few  fibres  of  the  blue  wool  picked  out  at  the 
breast;  wings,  two  strips  from  the  dun  brown  feather 
sometimes  found  in  the  tail  of  a  turkey.  This  fly  is  a 
special  favourite  on  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee;  and, 
dressed  on  a  long  large  hook,  it  is  good  on  Tay  and  many 
other  streams  besides.     Size  from  5  or  6  to  9  or  10. 

The  Drake  Wing. — This  is  another  good  Tweed  fly,  and 
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a  &ir  general  favourite  also.  Tail,  g*  pt^  tip.  sprigs,  and 
a  yellow  toucan  feather;  body,  orange,  red,  and  black 
pig's  wool,  the  red  being  about  two-fifths  and  the  black 
three-fifths  of  the  body ;  broadish  s.  tin. ;  hackle,  a  coch 
y  bondu  hackle,  stained  a. dark  orange-red,  the  black  part 
being  left  on  for  the  shoulders,  and  over  this  a  bluish- 
puce  or  a  blue-mauve  hackle ;  wing,  two  stripa  of  pintail. 
Any  size  from  6  to  11. 

The  small  edition  of  this  used  in  the  summer^  is  called 
the  teal-wing. 

White  WvAg* — This  fly- 1  have  never  seea  save  on  the 
Tweed*  It  is  a  capital  fly  for  the  evening  there,  how- 
ever, and  kills  welL  Tail,  one  tg.,  and  a  bit  of  tip. ; 
body,  one  turn  of  yellow,  one  of  orange,  two  of  claret, 
and  the  rest  of  black  pig's  wool ;  broad  a.  tin. ;  black 
hackle  from  tail  to  head ;  light  blue  hackle  on  shoulders ; 
two  slips  of  white  swan  for  wings.     Size,  4,  5,  or  6. 

The  White  Tip. — This  fly  is  like  the  last  in  every  parti- 
cular, save  that  there  is  no  orange  in  the  body,  and  the 
wings  are  two  slips  of  the  feather  from  a  wild  duck's  wing 
with  white  tip  and  but,  and  black  in  the  middle.  Size 
from  5  to  8. 

The  Toppy.-^A  noted  old  Tweed  fly,  and  as  a  perfect 
specimen  of  the  simplest  form  of  salmon  fly,  I  give  a  cut 
of  it  (see  Plate  X.  fig.  2).  Tag,  ruby  floss ;  tail,  a  tuft  of 
yellow  mor. ;  body,  bk.  pig's  wool ;  fine  s.  tin. ;  two  turns  of 
red  hackle  next  the  tail,  black  hackle  for  the  rest  of  the 
fly ;  wings,  two  strips  of  dark  tur.  tipped  with  white ;  head, 
red  mor.     Size  from  5  to  8. 

K<xte. — ^This  is  a  comparativdy  new  fly  on  the  Tweed, 
but  it  kills  well  there.  I  have  not  seen  it  tried  elsewhere, 
but  I  think  the  pattern  is  so  likely  that  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  do  well  on  other  waters.  Tag,  s. 
tin.  and  light  yellow  floss;  tail,  a  tg.  with  short  kgfr. 
feather ;  body,  ruby  floss,  two  or  three  turns,  and  darkish 
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red  pig  picked  out  at  breast ;  orange  hackle  at  shoulder, 
8.  tt ;  light  mixed  wing,  tip.  sprigs,  black  partridge  (or 
pintail  if  the  fibres  be  not  long  enough),  bust.,  wood 
duck,  mallard,  blue,  red,  green,  and  yellow  sprigs,  one 
tg.  over  all,  junk,  at  shoulders,  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black 
head.     Size  from  about  7  to  11. 

The  Blue  Doctor  is  also  a  favourite  fly  on  the  Tweed ;  so 
is  the  silver  doctor^  but  they  vary  the  dressing,  giving  it 
a  black  head  and  but  instead  of  red ;  a  silver-grey  cuckoo 
dun  hackle  instead  of  blue  with  teal  at  the  shoulder.  The 
wing  is  made  somewhat  greyer  by  an  admixture  of  mallard, 
wood  duck,  and  bust.,  and  a  few  sprigs  of  g.  pt.  tg.     Size 

from  6  to  10. 

The  Black  and  Yellow  is  another  capital  fly,  a  first- 
rate  general  evening  fly  too  anywhere.  Tag,  s.  tt.  and 
orange  floss ;  tail,  a  tg.  or  two  according  to  size  of  fly ;  bk. 
ost.  but ;  black  silk  body ;  black  hackle ;  s.  tin.  (if  large 
fly  tt.  with  it);  light  blue  hackle  on  shoulder;  wing,  red 
feather  of  g.  pt.  rp.,  the  remainder  of  the  wing  composed 
of  tgs.  according  to  the  size  and  requirement  of  the  fly, 
from  three  to  seven  or  eight  probably,  kgfr.  cheeks  and 
blue  macaw  ribs;  black  head.     Size  from  6  to  10  or  11. 

The  Oolden  Mallard  (I  never  heard  a  name  for  this 
fly  so  I  have  christened  it). — It  is  a  capital  fly  and  will 
kill  elsewhere  than  the  Tweed.  Tag,  g.  tt. ;  tail,  one  tg. 
and  kgfr. ;  body,  g.  tin.,  g.  tt.  ribbed  over  it ;  stained 
blood-red  coch  y  bondu  hackle  at  shoulder ;  and  brown 
mad.  wings,  blue  macaw  ribs;  black  head.  Size  as  in 
the  last. 

Some  of  the  Tay  flies,  particularly  the  Wasps  dressed 
small,  will  kill  well  in  the  Tweed.  The  above  patterns 
are  nearly  all  from  the  repertoire  of  my  old  acquaintance, 
James  Wright  of  Sprouston,  a  first-rate  artist.  Beloe  of 
Coldstream  and  Forrest  of  Kelso  are  also  excellent  furnishers 
of  angling  requisites.    Forrest  has  a  high  name  as  a  salmon 
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rod  maker,  and  Beloe  is  celebrated  for  his  trout  flies.  For 
a  salmon  fly,  however,  James  has  *  the  call '  on  Tweedside. 
Tweed  flies  range  in  size  from  medium  sized  salmon  down 
to  sea  trout  size.  The  latter  are  tied  on  double  hooks 
which  are  very  effective. 

THE   CONON. 

The  Conon  is  a  large  river  which  has  some  capital  tri- 
butaries, the  best  of  which  perhaps  is  the  Blackwater, 
which  for  its  length  is  usually  very  well  stocked  with  fish. 
The  upper  parts  of  the  Conon  are  very  pretty  and  tempt- 
ing, containing  fine  streams  and  good  pools,  but  the  lower 
reaches  are  heavy  and  dull.  The  fish  for  the  most  part 
run  through  them  without  resting  long,  and  while  they  do 
rest  rise  but  indifferently. 

Here  are  three  flies  for  the  Conon,  all  of  which  are 
first-rate  general  flies  and  will  kill  anywhere. 

No.  1.  Tag,  two  turns  of  s.  tin. ;  tail,  one  tg.  and  some 
sprigs  of  g.  pt.  tip. ;  body,  one  turn  of  bright  orange-brown 
pig's  wool,  continued  with  yellow  half-way  up,  and  the  re- 
maining half  with  medium  (inclining  to  light)  blue,  body, 
rough  and  well  picked  out ;  broadish  s.  tin. ;  black  hackle, 
pretty  thick,  but  only  laid  on  at  the  shoulder;  wing,  bright 
mottled  peak.,  with  a  shortish  junk,  on  either  side,  rather 
better  than  half  the  length  of  the  wing. 

No.  2.  Tag,  tail,  and  body  as  before,  merely  changing 
black  pig's  wool  for  the  blue.  The  hackle  is  the  same,  but 
is  dressed  over  the  whole  of  the  black  wool  (or  half  the 
body);  wing,  one  g.  pt.  tip.,  with  bright  peaL  over  it, 
short  junk,  on  either  side  as  before. 

No.  3.  Tag  and  tail  as  before.  Body,  olive-yellow 
changing  into  dirty  orange,  and  that  again  into  a  purple 
claret  at  the  shoulder ;  s.  tin. ;  black  hackle  from  tail  to 
head ;  peak.  wing. 
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The  size  of  these  flies  for  the  Conon  will  vary  from 
medium  salmon  down  to  small  grilse  size,  or  from  5  to 
8  or  9. 

THE  DBB* 

There  are  many  Dees  in  the  kingdom,  two  noted  ones 
in  Scotland,  and  one  famous  river  in  England  and  Wales. 
The  Dee  I  here  refer  to  is  the  chief  one,  or  the  Aber- 
deenshire Dee.  The  Dee  is  almost  a  pattern  river  for 
the  skilful  salmon-fisher.  It  will  not  admit  of  being 
fished  by  a  muff;  in  fact,  it  is  by  no  means  an  easy 
river  to  fish.  The  lower  reaches,  as  on  the  Conon,  are  not 
good  rising  ground,  as  the  salmon  run  through  and  rise 
badly  while  resting — the  Aboyne  water  perhaps  being  the 
cream  of  the  Dee.  The  casts  are  rapid  rough  streams  and 
often  heavy,  but  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  clearest  streams 
in  Scotland.  The  flies  used  are  peculiar,  and  the  local 
ones  are  of  little  use  on  any  other  river  in  Scotland, 
save,  perhaps,  a  small  size  of  the  gled  wing,  or  the  tartan, 
which  may  be  used  for  the  Don.  The  flies  are  usually 
large,  but  slenderly  dressed,  being  meant  to  catch  the 
salmon's  eye,  I  presume,  in  the  deep  rough  water,  which 
a  small  fly  would  not,  and  not  to  frighten  him,  which  too 
gross  (grosse)  an  imposition  perhaps  might.  Some  of  the 
flies  used,  as  the  eagle  (local  '  aigle ; '  and  here  I  may 
say  that  the  Aberdeenshire  dialect  is  the  worst  and  most 
non-understandable  to  a  stranger  of  any  in  Scotland ;  for 
though  tolerably  experienced,  I  never  could  understand 
half  my  gillies  said  when  they  were  conversationally  in- 
clined during  my  visits  there) — I  say,  the  'aigle'  is  little 
more  marvellous  as  a  fly  than  the  dialect  is  as  a  dialect, 
and  if  we  might  liken  some  flies  to  shrimps  and  prawns, 
and  others  to  butterflies  and  dragon-flies,  the  eagle  com- 
pletely knocks  all  such  possibilities  on  the  head^  as  it  is 
like  nothing  on,  over,  or  under  the  earth.  The  Dee  flies 
are  dressed  upon  hooks  specially  made  for  them :  these  are 
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very  long  in  the  shank,  with  the  Limerick  bend.  The 
large  class  of  flies  run  from  about  No.  2  in  the  given 
scale,  down  to  No.  6,  but  with  this  condition :  the  shank 
of  the  hook  which  represents  the  No.  2  size  of  hend  is 
just  an  inch  longer  for  the  Dee  flies,  while  that  of  No.  6  is 
an  inch  and  a  half,  the  intermediate  ones  being  of  propor- 
tionate length.  For  smaller  flies,  ordinary  Limerick  hooks 
are  used  even  down  to  an  ordinary  No.  7  or  8  hook. 

The  Gled  Wing  or  Red  TFm^r,  as  it  is  termed,  is  perhaps 
the  most  useful  of  the  local  flies.  Tag,  s.  tin. ;  tail,  g.  pt. 
sad. ;  body,  one-third  orange- yellow,  and  two-thirds  claret, 
or  light  purple  claret  mor.,  dressed  very  sparely ;  broadish 
s.  tin.  laid  on  rather  thinly  and  in  long  spirals;  black 
heron's  hackle  of  the  largest  size,  or  two  if  one  will  not  go 
far  enough,  dressed  down  to  the  yellow  mor.  They  must 
be  of  the  longest  fibre,  the  longer  the  better ;  teal  hackle 
on  the  ■  shoulder,  without  which  no  Dee  fly  is  thought 
complete ;  wings,  two  good  strips  of  swallow-tailed  gled , 
of  the  largest  fibre,  or  of  red  dun  turkey  of  the  like  colour. 
Of  course,  these  feathers  must  be  of  thin  substance  and 
fine  in  the  fibre,  to  give  them  play,  and  they  are  to  be  set 
apart — a  rather  nice  operation  to  do  neatly,  the  strips  re- 
quiring to  be  carefully  prepared  first  by  tying  in  at  the 
extreme  but ;  no  head,  as  it  is  thought  to  cause  a  ripple, 
while  the  sharp  head  of  the  regular  Dee  fly  cuts  the  water 
with  a  smooth  even  gliding  motion,  opening  and  shutting 
its  large  fibres  with  most  lifelike  appearance. 

The  Tartan  is  a  strange  looking  fly  and  is  rather  a 
troublesome  fly  to  dress,  and,  being  a  peculiar  specimen  of 
tying,  a  cut  of  it  will  be  found  in  Plate  XIL  fig.  1.  Tag, 
gold  tinsel ;  tail,  g.  pt.  rump ;  body,  half  orange  and  half 
scarlet-red  mor.  laid  on  sparely,  of  course ;  broadish  gold 
tinsel  also  spare ;  hackle,  first  a  stripped  sandy-red  cock's 
hackle  (that  is,  only  one  side  of  it  to  be  used,  the  other 
being  stripped  off),  and  on  top  of  this,  the  large  blue-grey 
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hackle,  or  feather  from  the  heron's  back  and  rump ;  the 
larger  the  better,  they  cannot  be  too  large,  as  when  the 
hackle  is  laid  on,  the  fibres  are  expected  to  extend  from 
the  very  head  to  the  farthest  bend  of  the  hook.  It  is  an 
awkward  feather  to  lay  on,  as  are  all  herons'  hackles,  being 
very  delicate.  It  should  be  tied  in,  to  commence  from  as 
low  down  as  it  can  be  conveniently  tied,  so  as  to  leave 
enough  for  a  good  thick  brush  from  the  head.  If  in 
winding  on  the  hackle,  any  of  the  red  hackle  fibres  under 
it  be  wound  in,  they  must  be  picked  out  afterwards  with 
the  needle,  and  put  in  their  proper  position.  At  the 
shoulder,  a  teal  hackle  of  course.  Wings,  two  strips  of 
silver-grey  mottled  turkey  (the  small  mottled  feather). 
When  this  fly  is  finished,  and  before  it  is  properly  pressed 
down  into  shape,  it  looks  like  an  enormous  spider,  or 
daddy  longlegs ;  it  certainly  is  a  monstrosity,  though,  after 
all,  not  such  a  monstrosity  as 

^  The  Eagle. — There  are  two  eagles,  the  grey  and  yellow. 
The  yellow  is  simply  the  same  feather  as  the  grey,  only 
dyed  of  a  bright  canary  yellow ;  indeed,  I  believe,  in  the 
evening,  the  ^  yalley  aigle'  is  the  favourite,  and  is  the 
more  effective  fly  of  the  two.  The  tail,  body,  &c.,  are  pre- 
cisely similar  to  those  of  the  gled  wing ;  a  quantity  of  the 
down  or  fluffy  part  of  the  golden  eagle's  feather — the 
part  on  and  above  the  thigh  is,  I  fancy,  the  best — is  then 
wound  on  like  a  hackle,  till  the  fly  looks  like  the  but  end 
of  a  largish  eagle's  feather  itself;  on  the  shoulder  is  of 
course  the  invariable  teal  hackle  ;  wings,  two  broadish 
strips  of  silver  grey  turkey;  the  large  mottled  or  broad 
striped  and  banded  feather  being  selected. 

The  above  are  local  flies,  but  a  claret  body  and  hackle, 
with  mixed  wing  of  long  brown  turkey,  argus,  and  bustard 
feathers,  with  a  g.  pt.  sword  feather  in  the  midst,  does 
well  also,  as  does  the  black  body  and  silver  tinsel,  with 
gallina  shoulder  and  mi^ed  wing. 
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Most  of  these  flies  are  from  Mr.  Brown's  patterns,  the 
well-known  tackle  maker  of  Aberdeen,  the  inventor  of  the 
phantom  minnow.     He  dresses  them  as  few  others'can. 

THE   EIBECUDBBiaHTSHIBE   DEE. 

On  this  river  the  dun  wing  Tweed  flies  will,  as  I  have 
said,  kill ;  but  the  favourite  fly  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Laurie, 
of  Laurieston,  an  old  resident  and  renter  of  fishing  in  that 
river,  is :  tail,  a  small  topg. ;  body,  two  turns  of  yellow,  and 
the  rest  of  black  pig's  wool ;  silver  tinsel,  black  hackle,  and 
"  two  slips  ofgood  red  gled  for  wings.  The  flies  are  not  large, 
the  ordinary  grilse  size  and  smaller.  There  are  several  very 
pretty  rivers,  as  the  Annan  and  the  Eden,  which,  like  the 
Dee,  flow  into  the  Sol  way,  but  they  have  been  so  ill-used 
for  so  many  years  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  give 
a  list  of  the  flies  for  them.  In  a  future  edition  I  may  look 
them  up. 

THE   DON. 

The  Don  empts  itself  a  very  short  distance  from  the 
Dee,  but  no  two  rivers  can  well  be  more  dissimilar.  The 
Dee  running  through  the  wildest  moorland  and  mountain 
scenery  and  having  no  trout  in  it  worth  notice,  and  the 
Don  running  through  beautiful  pastoral  and  well  tilled 
districts,  and  looking  more  like  a  Hampshire  than  a  High- 
land salmon  stream,  and  containing  perhaps  as  fine  trout 
as  any  river  in  Scotland.  Yet  the  salmon  seem  to  like 
very  similar  flies ;  a  small  reduction  in  point  of  size  beiog 
made.  The  Don  flies  are  not  so  large  as  those  for  the 
Aberdeen  Dee,  though  after  the  same  fashion.  Indeed, 
smallish  Dee  flies  are  fair  sized  Don  flies ;  and,  as  on  the 
Dee,  the  gled  wings  and  tartans  are  standard  flies  on  Don, 
and  are  varied  by  using  brown  or  grey  mallard  wings. 
Beyond  these  are 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail,  a  few  fibres  of  g.  pt. 
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rump  and  a  small  tuft  of  yellow  crewel ;  but,  black  ostrich 
herl;  body,  black  pig;  silver  twist;  hackle,  black  with 
blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wings,  gled  or  dun  turkey  stripe. 
Size  7  to  10. 

No.  2.  Tag,  tail,  and  but  as  before ;  body,  about  two- 
fifths  dark  red  and  three-fifths  dark  blue  pig;  hackle  (only 
at  shoulder)  light  blue,  and  over  it  a  short  grouse  hackle ; 
wings,  strips  of  the  red  of  dun  turkey  feather  speckled 
with  black.     Size  7  to  10. 

Na  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tuft  of  orange  crewel ; 
body,  two-thirds  orange  and  one-third  black  pig ;  narrow 
gold  tinsel ;  hackle  (only  half-way  down),  a  large  coch  y 
bondu  hackle,  with  well  marked  centre ;  wings,  strips  of 
grey  mallard  with  brownish  points.     Size  9  to  11. 

No.  4.  Tail,  a  few  fibres  of  g.  pt»  rump;  body,  half 
yellow  and  half  medium  red  pig ;  gold  twist ;  hackle  only 
half-way  down,  a  small  black  heron's  hackle,  just  long 
enough  in  the  fibre  to  cover  the  point  and  barb ;  wings, 
grey  mallard  as  before,  with  a  trifle  more  brown  at  the  tip. 
Size  9  to  11. 

No.  5.  Tail,  a  small  topg. ;  body,  purple  claret  pig; 
silver  twist ;  hackle,  black  heron  dressed  spare,  and  only 
on  the  shoulder,  but  longer  in  the  fibre  than  the  bend  of 
the  hook ;  wings,  two  strips  of  gled  or  red  turkey. 

No.  6.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  small  bit  of  topg.;  body, 
brown  orange  mohr. ;  gold  tinsel ;  blue  heron's  hackle, 
fibres  to  extend  to  about  the  bend  of  the  hook ;  wings, 
two  strips  of  bright  speckled  grey  turkey.  Size  9  to  11. 
Patterns  from  Mr.  Brown  of  Aberdeen. 

THE  DEVERON. 

Nos.  3,  4,  5  and  6  of  the  Don  flies  last  described  are 
standard  patterns  also  for  the  Deveron.  Patteiixs  from 
Mr.  Brown. 
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THE  NESS. 

The  Ness  is  a  large  and  heavy  river  issuing  from  a  very- 
large  lake.  Loch  Ness,  which  is  fed  by  several  very  good 
salmon  streams,  of  which  the  Garry  is  perhaps  the  most 
noteworthy.  The  Garry  is  an  excellent  early  spring  river, 
whereas  the  Ness,  through  which  all  the  Garry  fish  run,  is 
but  an  indifferent  one.  The  streams  and  pools  on  the 
Ness  are  remarkably  fine  and  bold,  and  the  fish  often  run 
to  a  very  large  size.  The  casts  are  mostly  fished  from 
a  boat,  though,  in  places,  they  can  be  fished  from  the 
shore. 

For  so  large  a  river  as  the  Ness,  the  flies  used  are  very 
small.  One  of  the  best  killers,  which  I  found  to  answer 
on  the  Ness  better  than  any  other  fly  I  could  dress  or 
obtain,  was  an  old  Thurso  pattern  which  I  obtained  from 
Mr.  Dunbar  years  ago.  I  had  three  of  them,  and  they 
had  lain  in  my  book  for  years  without  being  used ;  but 
if  you  keep  a  fly  long  enough,  it  is  sure  to  come  in  useful 
at  last.  Johnnie  Macdonald  ^  joost  liked  the  look  o'  'em,' 
and  I  joost  took  Johnnie's  ^  adveece,'  and  I  did  well  with 
them  when  I  distinctly  failed  with  other  flies.  They  had 
been  dressed  small,  I  conclude  for  very  young  and  late 
patterns,  if  they  were  meant  for  the  Thurso. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss;  tail,  a 
topping  and  tippet  sprigs  ;  but,  pale  blue  ostrich  herl ; 
body,  two  turns  of  light  blue-green  floss ;  yellowish  olive- 
green  pig,  with  a  bit  of  orange  at  shoulder ;  silver  tinsel ; 
bright  claret  hackle ;  wing,  a  tippet  and  saddle  feather, 
gold  pht.  tail,  and  a  good  bit  of  wood  duck  on  either  side. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel,  lemon  floss;  tail,  one  topping; 
body,  yellow  one-third,  the  rest  dark  red  (almost  claret) 
pig ;  silver  tinsel ;  medium  blue  mohair  tied  on  in  locks 
at  the  shoulder  for  hackle,  grouse  hackle  over  it ;  under 
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wing,  a  small  tippet  feather,  over,  strips  of  bustd.,  peack., 
pintail,  and  dark  orange-yellow  swan.     A  very  good  fly. 

No.  3.  The  Denniaon  is  said  to  kill  well  at  times  there, 
and  as  the  Speaker's  brother  is  a  very  successful  fisherman 
there,  we  may  conclude  that  the  information  is  pretty  accu- 
rate. Tag,  one  turn  of  silver  twist,  do.  of  claret,  and  do.  of 
yellow  floss ;  tail,  one  topping,  and  a  slip  of  wood  duck ; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  one  half  silver  thread,  and  the 
other  light  blue  floss ;  silver  twist ;  hackle,  light  blue  (only 
down  to  the  silver),  blue  jay  at  the  shoulder.  So  far  the 
fly  is  a  compromise  between  the  two  doctors.  The  wing, 
however,  is  peculiar,  having  a  greasy  look  from  the  two 
gd.  pheasant  rump  feathers  in  it  Imprimis,  two  tippet 
feathers,  with  a  jungk.  on  either  side  as  long  as  the 
hook ;  over  these  again  two  gd.  pht.  rump  feathers  (same 
size  as  the  tipt),  one  topping  over  all,  blue  macaw  ribs, 
and  black  head.  It  is  a  showy  fly,  but  I  would  banish  the 
gd.  pht.  rump  feathers,  and  use  doubled  jungk.  instead, 
I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  attractive,  and  would  lose 
that  greasy  look  which  I  do  not  admire. 

No.  4.  This  is  also  a  capital  fly  on  the  Ness  or  any- 
where else ;  it  is  a  nice  warm  fly  and  a  favourite  of  mine. 
Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  yellow  floss;  tail,  one  topg. ;  body, 
orange-yelLow,  merging  into  distinct  orange,  and  that  again 
into  a  red-brown  or  burnt  sienna  at  the  shoulder,  some  of 
it  to  be  picked  out  at  the  breast ;  grouse  hackle  only  on 
shoulder ;  wing,  sprigs  of  pintail,  bustd.,  peack.,  and  g.  pt. 
tipt.,  one  topping  over. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  blue  floss ;  tail,  one  topg.; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  three  turns  of  gold-cold,  floss, 
the  rest  bright  yellow  pig ;  silver  tinsel ;  orange-yellow 
hackle  over  the  wool  only,  with  a  light  purple  claret  at 
shoulder;  mixed  wing  of  gd.  pht.  tail,  pintail,  gaUina 
fibres,  red,  yellow  and  orange  swan  fibres,  kingfr.  cheeks, 
and  blue  macaw  ribs. 
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No.  6.  Tail,  one  topg. ;  *body,  half  yellow  and  half 
lightish  medium  blue  pig;  silver  twist;  medium  blue 
hackle  (only  over  blue  wool),  grouse  hackle  on  shoulder; 
wing,  one  tippet  feather  and  strips  of  gd.  pht.  tail,  bustd. 
and  pintail  over  it,  a  few  sprigs  of  gd.  pht.  sword  feather 
for  ribs.  This  is  also  a  capital  general  fly ;  the  body  is 
somewhat  like  one  of  the  Conon  bodies.  The  same  fly, 
with  pea-green  pig  and  hackle  makes  a  good  change. 

No.  7.  Tag,  silver  tinsel,  and  one  turn  of  ruby  floss ; 
tail,  one  topg. ;  body,  orange  merging  to  brown,  and  that 
into  blue  pig's  wool,  dressed  roughish;  hackle,  darkish 
medium  blue  only  at  shoulder ;  silver  tinsel ;  wing,  a  gd. 
pt.  tippet  feather,  and  slips  of  brown  mallard  and  pintail 
over  it,  two  short  pea-green  parrot  feathers  over  the  buts 
of  these  feathers,  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  8.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  but,  black 
ostrich  ;  body,  gold-colrd.  floss  three  turns,  black  mohair; 
silver  tinsel;  black  hackle,  blue  jay  on  shoulder;  wing, 
slices  of  yellow  and  orange  swan,  brown  and  grey  mallard 
and  gold  pht.  tail,  a  few  sprigs  of  gd.  pht*  tipt.,  one  topg. 
over  all,  blue  macaw  ribs,  kingfr.  at  either  cheek.  This 
is  also  a  capital  fly  for  the  Shin. 

The  above  patterns,  with  an  exception  or  two,  are  from 
the  selection  of  my  worthy  gossip  Snowie,  of  Inverness. 

No.  9.  The  Highlander, — I  have  included  this  fly  in 
the  list  of  Ness  flies,  though  I  think  it  is  better  for  the 
Carron  and  some  of  the  Eossshire  rivers  than  the  Ness.  It 
is  the  best  fly  you  can  put  on  the  Carron.  Tag,  silver  twist 
and  gold  floss;  tail,  a  topping;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  gold- 
colrd.  floss,  nearly  half  up  the  body  for  a  small  fly,  if  large, 
a  few  turns  of  silk  and  thin  yellow  pig's  wool,  above  this 
dirty  olive-green  mohr. ;  silver  tinsel;  pea-green  hackle 
from  tail  to  head,  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  sprigs  of 
tipt.  gd.  pht.  tail  and  malld.,  with  pintail  over,  doubled 
jungk.  on  either  side,  and  over  all  a  topg. ;  black  head. 
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The  two  doctors  and  the  iPopham  are  often  used  with 
advantage^  and  the  claret  and  the  highlander  may  be 
found  useful  at  times. 

The  Ness  flies  are  usually  small,  not  larger  than  grilse 
flies,  and  even  in  heavy  water  a  very  moderate  sized  fly  is 
sufficient.    They  run  from  6  or  7  to  10  or  11. 

THE  LOCHT. 

I  give  now  four  flies  for  the  Lochy.  The  Lochy  flies 
should  be  dressed  smaller  even  than  the  Ness,  not  much 
above  sea  trout  size.  These  patterns  are  from  Mr.  Farlow, 
of  191  Strand. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist;  tail,  a  topg.  and  three  or  four 
sprigs  of  red  parrot ;  body,  two  turns  of  yellow,  ditto  of  red, 
and  the  rest  of  black  crewel ;  gold  tinsel ;  a  black  hackle 
only  at  the  shoulder,  with  a  blue  jay  over  it ;  under  wing, 
gold  pht*  tipt.  with  slips  of  brown  mallard  over,  mixed 
wood  duck  and  gallina  outside  of  that,  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  one  topg., 
a  few  sprigs  of  tipt.  and  wood  duck  mixed ;  but,  peacock 
herl;  body,  pale  blue  silk;  fine  silver  thread  doubled; 
lightish  red  claret  hackle  from  but  to  head,  two  turns  of 
blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing,  g.  pht  tail  and  tipt.  sprigs 
mixed  lightish  mallard  and  gallina  over ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  ruby  silk ;  tail,  sprigs  of 
tipt.  blk.  partridge,  or,  failing  in  that,  a  bit  of  dark  teal 
and  gallina  mixed;  but,  black  ostrich  herl;  body,  two 
turns  of  blue,  and  two  of  ruby  floss,  the  rest  of  a  dirty 
orange,  or  olive-yellow  floss ;  gold  thread  doubled ;  olive 
hackle  (down  to  ruby  floss),  grouse  hackle  on  shoulder ; 
wing,  a  strip  of  dark,  almost  black,  turkey,  with  light  tip. 
over  that,  sprigs  of  gold  pht  tipt.,  bustd.,  bright  red  and 
yellow  gallina  over  that,  and  mallard  above  that;  blue 
macaw  ribs,  and  black  head. 
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No.  4.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  a  yellow 
toucan  feather;  body,  dark  mulberry  floss;  gold  tinsel; 
brown  claret  hackle,  grouse  hackle  on  shoulder;  wing, 
same  as  No.  3 ;  head  black. 

THE  TniJBSO. 

The  Thurso  is  one  of  the  best  early  spring  rivers  in  Scot- 
land, and  seldom  fails  in  yielding  sport.  It  is  not  a  large 
river,  but  is  fed  by  several  small  lakes.  It  is  extremely 
prolific,  but  rather  a  duU  dead  stream,  is  perfectly  open, 
devoid  of  high  banks,  and  easy  to  fish.  For  all  these  rea^ 
sons  it  is  a  capital  river  to  enter  a  green  hand  on,  or  for 
those  who  are  not  equal  to  much  fatigue,  and  to  whom 
wading  is  tabooed.  The  flies  for  it  should  be  dressed  on  good 
sized  hooks ;  the  middle  sizes,  not  so  large  as  Dee  and  Tay 
hooks,  nor  so  small  as  Ness  flies,  being  preferable.  These 
patterns  are  also  from  Farlow's.  The  fish  having  under- 
gone a  complete  change  in  their  tastes  since  I  was  there. 

The  Dhoon  My, — This  was  originally  a  Mahseer  fly  used 
in  the  Himalayas.  How  it  came  to  be  adopted  here  I  cap- 
not  say,  but  it  kills  on  one  or  two  other  rivers,  particularly 
in  spring  on  the  Welsh  Wye,  where  it  is  called  the  canary. 
Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  ruby  floss ;  tail,  a  topping ;  but,  black 
ostrich  herl ;  body,  in  four  joints,  of  bright  yellow  floss  ; 
at  every  joint  a  large  wad  of  bright  yeUow  wool  is  tied  in 
for  a  hackle,  and  left  very  long  and  bushy ;  in  the  two 
lower  joints  it  is  yellow  wool,  the  upper  two  bright  orange- 
yeUow  pig's  wool,  very  long  and  bushy ;  gold  twist ;  hackle 
at  shoulder  yellow,  and  over  it  an  orange  hackle ;  wings, 
two  big  strips  of  bright  orange  (dyed  swan)  feather,  two 
good  long  kingfisher  or  chatterer  feathers  at  the  cheeks ; 
head  black. 

The  Duke  of  SidherlancL — Tag,  silver  twist  and  gold- 
coloured  floss ;  tail,  one  topg.,  some  tipt.  sprigs  with  green 
and  red  parrot ;  but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body,  burnt  sienna 

t2 
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floss  and  bright  medium  green*  (two  turns  of  each),  the 
rest  of  pig's  wool  of  the  same  colour ;  hackle,  ditto  ditto, 
with  orange-yellow  hackle  on  the  shoulder ;  gold  twist  and 
silver  tinsel ;  under  wing,  two  tipt.  feathers,  upper  wing, 
strips  of  bustd.  and  gd.  pht.  tail,  over  them  sprigs  of  yel- 
low-green swan,  one  topg.,  with  Himalaya  pheasant  back 
feather  (that  with  the  white  spot  on  it)  on  either  cheek ; 
blue  macaw  ribs ;  and  black  head. 

Si/r  Francis  Sykes.  —  Tag,  silver  twist  and  blue  floss ; 
tail/  one  topg.,  and  sprigs  of  teal  and  blue  macaw ;  body, 
dark  cinnamon-brown ;  hackle  of  the  same  colour ;  silver 
twist  doubled ;  wing,  mixed  of  gold  pht.  tail,  bustd.,  gold 
pht.  tipt.,  wood  duck,  blue,  red,  yellow  and  green  swan 
sprigs ;  red  head. 

The  Priest — This  is  a  good  general  fly,  killing  well  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland.  Tag,  gold  twist  and  dark  blue  floss 
tail,  a  topping  and  pale  red  ibis  or  flamingo ;  but,  black 
ostrich ;  body,  three  turns  of  orange  floss,  the  rest  dirty 
olive-brown  mohr. ;  gold  tinsel  and  silver  twist;  hackle, 
golden-olive,  medium  blue  at  shoulders ;  wing,  dark  turkey, 
or  cock  pheasant  tail,  over  that  fibres  of  bustd.  and  bright 
bastard  bustd.,  brown  mallard  and  a  plentiful  admixture  of 
green  swan  sprigs ;  head  red. 

Switching  Sandy. — Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  light  orange- 
red  floss ;  tail,  a  topg.  and  tipt.  sprigs ;  but,  black  ostrich 
herl ;  body,  three  turns  of  dark  blue  floss,  two  of  yellow- 
green  floss,  the  rest  of  rather  a  blue-green  wool;  gold 
tinsel;  light  yellow-green  hackle  with  a  darker  blue-green 
on  shoulder;  wing,  gold  pheasant  tail,  the  same  dyed 
pinkish,  shreds  of  brown  mallard,  wood  duck  and  bastard 
bustd.,  blue  and  yellow  green  swan  sprigs ;  black  head. 
The  body  and  hackle  of  this  fly  are  so  like  the  highlander, 
that  it  will  be  found  to  kill  on  the  Ness,  the  Carron,  the 

*  By  medium  I  mean  that  itjs  neither  a  decidedlj  yellow  nor  a  decidedly 
blue-green,  but  strictly  medium. 
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Blackwater,  the  Garry,  and  many  other  Eoss  and  Suther- 
landshire  rivers ;  on  many  of  these  rivers,  greens  are  in 
favour ;  other  very  favourite  flies  for  Thurso  are,  the  Bri- 
tannia, the  Childers,  the  Namsen,  the  butcher  and  major. 
Sizes  from  4  to  9  or  10. 

THE  LAXFOBD. 

Patterns  also  from  Farlow's. 

The  Lascelles. — Tag,  silver  twist,  and  lemon-yellow  floss; 
tail,  a  topg.,  teal  and  mauve  macaw  sprigs;  but,  black 
ostrich  herl ;  body,  half  lemon-yellow  floss,  and  half  pig 
of  the  same  colour ;  silver  twist,  with  black  silk  beside  it, 
as  in  the  colonel ;  hackle,  brown  claret  (this  is  what  I  con- 
sider fiery  brown,  only,  as  I  have  said,  I  fear  the  fate  of 
Martin  Kelly,  if  I  attempt  to  decide  this  awful  shade  of 
mystery),  speckled  gallina  on  shoulder;  wing,  a  gold 
pht.  rump  and  a  saddle  feather,  sprigs  of  gold  pht.  tail, 
and  bastd.  bustd.,  yellow  and  blue  sprigs,  with  a  few  fibres 
of  gd.  pht.  sword  feather,  over  all  a  good  slice  of  gallina ; 
head  black.     Size  9  and  10. 

The  next  fly  has  no  name,  and  as  that  is  a  very  incon- 
venient hiatus,  particularly  as  it  would  be  a  capital  general 
fly,  I  call  it 

The  Laxford. — Tag,  gold  twist ;  tail,  one  topg. ;  body, 
gold-cold,  floss  silk;  hackle,  bright  yellow;  silver  tinsel  and 
gold  twist ;  darkish  blue  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  lump 
of  peacock,  over  it  sprigs  of  bustd.  and  bastd.  bustd.,  gold 
pht.  topping  over  aU,  and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 
Size.9  and  10. 

THE  AWE   AND   THE   ORCHT. 

The  same  flies  are  used  on  both  these  rivers.  I  wrote 
and  asked  a  friend  to  obtain  patterns  for  me  if  pos- 
sible, and  he  got  them  for  me  from  Colonel  Campbell, 
of  Skipness,  whose  reputation  as   a   sportsman   is    only 
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second  to  his  fame  as  an  author;  for  few,  if  any, 
modem  books  of  sporting  adventures  can  compare  in 
point  of  general  interest  and  sportsmanlike  handling  to 
the  ^  Old  Forest  Eanger '  and  *  My  Indian  Journal, '  both 
of  which  are  the  productions  of  Colonel  Campbell's  pen. 
He  sends  four  flies. 

No.  1  is  almost  identical  with  No.  1  in  the  Conon 
patterns.  It  is  a  common  favourite,  and  a  regular  trial 
horse  in  most  of  the  Highland  rivers.  The  only  difference 
I  can  discern  is,  that  the  turn  of  orange-brown  pig's  wool, 
which  commences  the  tail  end  of  the  fly,  is  transferred  to 
the  shoulder,  and  the  colours  run  yellow,  blue,  and  orange. 
The  jungle  cock  is  also  wanting,  but  these  are  matters  of 
no  moment.  The  Colonel  says  of  this  fly,  this  is  *  the  old 
legitimate  Orchy  and  Awe  fly,  and  is  considered  a  **  great 
medicine"  by  the  natives,  who  ignore  all  others.  It 
is  a  good  fly,  and  is  used  of  various  sizes  according  to 
the  state  of  the  water,  the  enclosed  pattern  being  rather 
above  the  medium  size  (the  enclosed  pattern  was  what 
I  should  call  a  largish  8  hook) ;  but  I  have  found  the  three 
following  more  deadly : ' — 

No.  2.  The  Indian  Crow. — This  fly  is  a  slight  vari« 
ation  of  the  Popham,  the  lower  joint  being  orange-yellow, 
the  next  two  light  blue ;  the  hackle  light  blue  instead  of 
jay ;  silver  thread,  the  joints  being  separated  by  black  ostrich 
instead  of  peack,  herl.  The  Colonel  says  of  this  fly :  '  So- 
called  from  the  feathers  of  the  Indian  crow  in  the  body. 
I  tried  this  fly  for  the  first  time  about  five  years  ago,  and 
have  killed  with  it  and  the  butcher.  No.  3,  more  and  larger 
fish  than  with  any  other — a  deadly  fly  in  any  river  on 
which  I  have  tried  it.' 

No.  3  is  the  Butcher;  but  no  two  tyers  dress  the 
butcher  alike,  and  in  this  one  the  claret  is  changed  to 
bright  red,  the  blue  is  medium,  the  claret  hackle  is  a 
brown  olive,  with  a  turn  of  jay  at  the  breast,  and  the  wing 
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ifi  mixed  of  gid.  pht.  tippet  and  tail,  a  good  deal  of  bus- 
tard, a  little  gallina,  blue,  red,  and  yellow  swan,  a  topping 
over  all,  and  a  pair  of  short  jungle  cock  feathers  at  sides. 
The  Colonel  says :  *  Good  either  on  the  Awe  or  the  Orchy ;' 
and  he  adds,  *  the  water  being  very  clear  both  in  the  Awe 
and  Orchy,  single  gut  must  always  be  used.' 

No.  4.  The  Canary. — ^This  fly  is  more  often  called  the 
^  Goldfinch,' and  I  mention  the  fact,  as  another  fly  has 
already  been  saddled  with  the  same  appellation.  I  have 
given  one  goldfinch  dressing,  but  as  there  is  some  variety 
in  this,  I  give  the  Colonel's  as  well. 

Tag,  gold  tinsel,  and  gold-cold,  floss;  tail,  a  topping, 
and  short  yellow  toucan  feather ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body, 
gold  tiiisel,  in  two  joints,  divided  by  two  turns  of  black 
ostrich  herl,  with  short  yellow  toucan  feathers,  tied  in  at 
the  joints  for  hackles,  as  in  the  fashion  of  the  popham. 
Those  at  the  breast  increase  a  size  larger  of  course ;  head, 
black  ostrich ;  wings,  five  or  six  toppings,  with  blue  macaw 
ribs.  Of  this,  the  Colonel  says  :  *  Good  either  for  Awe  or 
Orchy,  particularly  when  the  water  is  low ; '  and  he  con- 
cludes, *  the  above  four  flies  are  the  only  ones  I  ever  use, 
and  I  find  that  I  kill  as  many  fish  as  my  neighbours, 
sometimes  more ;  when  thty  fail  to  start  a  fish  you  may 
go  home.' 

I  have  also  half  a  dozen  patterns  of  flies  for  the  Awe, 
from  Malcolm  Macnicol,  of  Dalmally,  who  is  Die  tyer  of  flies 
for  all  that  part  of  the  country.  Malcolm  is  a  first-rate 
hand  either  with  rod  and  gaff  or  dubbing  and  feather. 
They  are  all  sober  flies,  in  black  and  grey  coats. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  thread,  and  one  turn  of  orange  floss  ; 
tail,  a  small  tg. ;  body,  black  mohr. ;  black  hackle  ;  medm. 
silver  tinsel ;  wings,  strips  of  silver-grey  mottled  turkey. 

No.  2  is  similar,  save  that  at  the  tail  end  of  the  body 
there  is  one  turn  light  yellow  mohr.,  and  the  wings  are 
strips  of  bluish  black  from  a  heron's  wing. 
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No.  3  consists  of  a  blue  doctor,  with  a  good  sized 
Indian  crow  feather  for  tail;  body  and  hackle  darkish 
shade  of  blue,  and  a  silver-grey  mottled  turkey  wing. 

No.  4  is  very  much  of  a  highlander  body  and  hackle. 
The  tag  is  silver  thread  and  blue  floss ;  tail,  tippet  and 
some  fibres  from  a  claret  hackle ;  body,  two  turns  of  yel- 
low pig's  wool,  the  rest  of  darkish  pea-green  floss ;  hackle, 
lightish  yellow-green;  silver  tinsel;  wing,  speckled  brown 
turkey,  grey  towards  the  tips. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  thread ;  tail,  a  bit  of  orange  mohr. 
and  teal;  body,  two  turns,  of  medm.  pea-green  floss,  and 
the  rest  of  bright  medm.  blue  mohr.,  a  few  fibres  of  light 
claret  mohr.  being  thrown  in  at  the  shoulder ;  silver  tinsel; 
hackle,  light  claret ;  wings,  slips  of  black  heron. 

No.  6.  Tag,  silver  thread ;  tail,  a  good  sized  Indian 
crow  feather ;  body,  two  turns  of  yellow  pig's  wool,  the 
rest  darkish  blue  mohr.,  with  a  pinch  of  fiery  red  pig's 
wool  thrown  in  at  the  shoulder ;  silver  tinsel ;  black  hackle ; 
wing,  silver  grey  mottled  turkey.     Hooks,  Nos.  7  and  8. 

THE   GABBY  OF  LOCH  NESS. 

This  is  a  spring  river,  and  requires  large  flies — Nos.  3 
and  4.  These  three  flies  are  sent  me  by  Mr.  Snowie,  of  In- 
verness, who  is  the  best  authority  for  flies  upon  the  rivers  in 
Inverness,  Nairn,  Elgin,  Boss,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  lemon  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. 
and  some  black  partridge  ;  but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body, 
orange  floss,  three  or  four  turns,  dark  orange  pig's  wool 
(almost  red)  one-third,  a  lighter  and  browner  orange  for  the 
rest  of  the  body,  dressed  roughish,  and  picked  out ;  broad 
silver  tinsel  and  gold  twist ;  hackle,  bright  orange,  light 
blue  on  the  shoulders,  with  gallina  over  it ;  *under  wing,  a 
tippet  and  strips  of  bustd.,  peacock,  and  gold  pht.  tail  over 
it,  a  sword  feather  over  that,  and  topping  over  all ;  blue 
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macaw  ribs ;  a  jungk.  feather  at  either  shoulder ;  head, 
black.     Dressed  large  on  straight  hook. 

No.  2.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  mulberry  and  gold-cold, 
floss;  tail,  a  topg.,  and  some  sprigs  of  tippet  and  wood  duck ; 
but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body,  gold-cold,  floss  silk,  three  or 
four  turns,  and  mixed  medium  green  and  yellow  pig's 
wool,  ^the  green  predominating ;  broad  silver  tinsel  and 
gold  twist;  black  hackle,  gallina  (pretty  thick)  on  the 
shoulder;  under  wing,  a  tippet  feather  and  a  sword  feather, 
with  strips  of  orange,  yellow,  and  dark  claret-red  swan, 
strips  of  gold  pht.  tail,  brown  miallard,  bustard  over  it, 
teal  on  either  shoulder,  topping  over  all ;  blue  macaw  ribs  ; 
black  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  gold-cold,  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ; 
but)  black  ostrich ;  body,  one-third  gold-cold,  floss,  the  rest 
darkish  red  pig's  wool ;  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  black,  blue 
jay  on  shoulder  ;  wing,  a  slice  or  two  of  gold  pht.  tipt.,  two 
or  three  slices  orange  swan,  strips  of  grey  mallard  and  gold 
pht.  tail,  doubled  jungk.  on  either  side ;  blue  macaw  ribs ; 
black  head.  There  is  another  capital  fly  for  the  Garry  in 
early  spring,  called 

The  Snow  Fly. — ^Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail,  ibis,  wood  duck, 
and  small  topg.;  but,  a  turn  or  two  of  black  wool;  the 
body  is  in  four  joints,  and  is  composed  of  stout  silver 
twist,  at  every  joint  a  wad  of  pig's  wool  is  tied  in  and 
picked  out ;  this  at  the  first  joint  is  light  blue,  at  the  second, 
medium  claret,  at  the  third,  orange,  and  the  head  of  the 
fourth  on  the  shoulder  is  yellow,  this  is  picked  out  to 
answer  for  a  hackle :  over  this  is  a  short  orange  hackle, 
the  main  fibre  of  which  is  well  covered  by  the  but  of  the 
wing  and  the  head,  which  latter  is  of  blue  wool ;  the 
wing  is  three  or  four  good  broad  slices  of  dark,  almost 
black  turkey,  with  light  (not  quite  white)  tips,  and  one 
topping  over  all.  It  will  be  seen  if  examined  into,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  composition  of  this  fly  which  can 
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be  cut  The  but  is  of  wool  or  crewel,  as  is  also  the  head ; 
the  body  is  almost  solid ;  the  pig's  wool  at  the  joints  may 
be  chewed,  but  cannot  be  destroyed.  The  only  hackle  is 
at  the  shoulder,  and  that,  as  I  have  said,  is  well  protected. 
The  kelts  may  do  their  worst  with  it.  It  is  almost,  if  not 
quite,  impervious.  It  kills  well  also  on  the  Helmsdale.  I 
had  the  pattern  of  Farlow.  As  it  is  only  for  heavy  spring 
waters  it  is  dressed  large. 

THE  SHIN. 

Patterns  from  Snowie. 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  one  topping; 
but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body,  two  or  three  turns  of  gold- 
cold,  floss,  half  yellow  and  half  bright  claret-red  pig's  wool ; 
black  hackle,  light  claret  at  shoulder;  under  wing,  a  gold 
pht.  tipt.,  strips  of  peacock,  gold  pht.  tail,  mallard,  peack. 
stained  pale  yellow  over ;  blue  macaw  ribs;  topping  over  alL 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  gold  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. 
but,  black  ostrich;  body,  one-third  gold  floss,  the  rest 
light  olive-green  mohr. ;  silver  tinsel ;  black  hackle ;  blue 
jay  on  shoulder ;  under  wing,  two  short  gd.  pht.  saddle 
feathers,  over  this  strips  of  gold  pht.  and  common  hen 
pht.  tail,  a  good  slice  of  bustd.  and  pintail  on  either  side, 
with  a  few  fibres  of  gold  pht.  tipt.,  kingfr.  on  either 
cheek;  blue  macaw  ribs,  and  one  topg.  over  all;  black 
head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  mulberry  floss;  tail,  a 
topping  and  some  wood  duck ;  but,  black  ostrich  ;  body, 
gold  floss  two  turns,  one-third  yellow,  the  rest  very  dark 
olive  pig's  wool;  hackle,  black,  blue  jay  on  shoulder; 
under  wing  a  tipt.  feather,  over  it,  gold  pht.  tail,  pintail, 
mallard,  a  gold  pht.  rump  feather,  a  topping  over  all, 
blue  macaw  ribs.  Medium  hooks  in  spring,  smaller  for 
summer,  6  and  7,  8,  9  and  10.  See  also  No.  8  of  the 
Ness  flies ;  also  the  Highlander. 


THE  OYKEL.      THE  BEOEA.  331 

THE   OTKEL. 

Patterns  from  Farlow. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  pale  yellow  floss ;  tail,  a 
tpg.  and  kgfr. ;  body,  black  floss,  with  strips  of  silver  twist, 
bright  red  floss,  and  silver  tinsel  (the  floss  in  the  middle), 
all  these  together  almost  equal  in  breadth  to  the  black  floss. 
A  whisp  of  red  mohr.  at  breast ;  over  this  a  few  strands 
of  gallina  and  blue  jay,  about  one  turn  of  each,  over  all 
blk.  heron's  hackle,  not  too  thick,  but  reaching  to  the  bend ; 
wing,  gd.  pt.  tail  and  tipt.  fibres,  over  it  some  teal,  bustd. 
and  gallina,  yellow  macaw  ribs ;  orange-yellow  crewel  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  gold  twist  and  orange-yellow  floss ;  tail,  a 
tpg. ;  body,  copper-red  floss ;  medium  silver  tinsel ;  hackle, 
medium  olive,  bustd.  hackle  at  shoulder;  wing,  florican 
and  gallina,  with  dirty  red  and  yellow  fibres,  brown  mallard 
over,  and  a  few  gallina  fibres  over  that,  blue  macaw  ribs ; 
black  head. 

No.  3,  Tag,  gold  twist,  burnt  sienna  floss ;  tail,  gold 
pt.  tipt.  and  gallina  fibres,  thin  ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  one 
quarter  medium  orange  floss,  three  quarters  black  floss ; 
silver  tinsel  and  greenish-olive  hackle,  one  turn  of  yellow- 
ish at  shoulder ;  wing,  orange-yellow  and  dirty  red  fibres, 
vrith  a  few  blue  macaw,  slips  of  bustd.,  a  bit  of  silver  mottled 
turkey  or  peacock  in  the  middle,  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black 
head ;  hooks  from  6  to  8. 

THE  BBOHA. 

patterns  from  Snowie. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist,  and  golden  coloured  floss ;  tail, 
one  topping ;  body,  gold-coloured  floss,  two  turns,  medium 
brown  mohr. ;  silver  tinsel ;  longish  fibred  black  hackle 
(only  on  shoulder)  ;  wing,  a  strip  of  peacock  stained  yellow, 
gold  pt.  tail,  sprigs  of  gold  pt.  tipt.,  strips  of  teal  on  either 
side,  a  topping  over  all. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ; 
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but,  black  ostrich  ;  body,  half  orange  floss  and  half  black 
mohr. ;  hackle,  gallina  only  at  shoulder;  under  wing,  a 
bit  of  tipt.  (longish),  orange-yellow  and  claret  strips  of 
swan,  gold  pt..tail,  mallard,  pintail,  a  topping  over  all,  blue 
macaw  ribs  ;  short  jungk.  on  either  cheek  ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  (John  Scott.)  This  is  a  very  tasty  looking  fly, 
being  decorated  with  what  is  called  in  Ireland  a  mane,  which 
is  made  by  tying  in  on  the  back  small  locks  of  mohr.  of 
different  colours  ;  tag,  silver  tinsel  and  gold-coloured  floss  ; 
tail,  a  topping ;  but,  blue  ostrich  herl ;  body,  half  gold- 
coloured  floss  and  half  medium  blue.     The  mane  is  com- 
posed of  locks  of  yellow  orange,  purple  claret,  and  medium 
blue  mohr. ;  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  medium  blue,  longish  in 
the  fibre,  and  only  on  shoulder ;  wing,  fibres  of  gold  pt. 
tipt.,  strips  of  black  partridge  and  bustd.  on  either  side, 
a  topping  over  all ;  the  mane  very  much  supplies  the  wing  ; 
kingfr.  on  either  cheek ;  black  head. 

The  butcher  and  childers  are  also  capital  flies  on  the 
Brora,  and  the  Popham  is  also  said  to  kill  well  at  times. 
Flies  from  6  or  7  to  9  or  10. 

THE   HELMSDALE. 

Patterns  from  Snowie. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  one  top- 
ping ;  but,  black  ostrich  ;  body,  three  turns  of  orange  floss, 
the  rest  of  medium  brown  pig's  wool ;  silver  tinsel ;  small 
black  hackle,  grouse  hackle  on  shoulder  ;  wing,  a  slice  of  gd. 
pt.  tipt.,  strips  of  bustd.,  pintail,  gd.  pt.  tail,  gallina,  and 
yellow  swan,  a  topg.  over  all ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  blk.  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist;  tail,  a  topping;  but,  black  ostrich 
herl;  body,  gold-coloured  floss  one-third,  the  rest  pea- 
green  pig's  wool  (roughish  and  picked  out)  ;  silver  twist ; 
grouse  hackle  (thickish)  on  shoulder ;  wing,  a  bit  of  tippet, 
strips  of  gd.  pt.  tail  and  teal,  plenty  of  orange  sprigs,  a 
topping  over  all ;  two  short  jungk.  at  cheeks. 
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No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  a  topping ; 
but,  blue  ostrich  herl ;  body,  ruby  floss  three  turns,  olive 
and  then  medium  blue  mohr.  in  equal  parts  (roughish  and 
picked  out),  silver  twist ;  grouse  hackle  at  shoulder  ;  wing 
as  before,  with  the  addition  of  a  slice  of  gallina  (the  round 
spotted) ;  head,  black.  Add  to  these  the  butcher,  childers, 
and  the  snow  fly,  noted  above.  The  Helmsdale  is  not  a 
large  river,  and  the  flies  are  dressed  on  hooks  from  7  to  10. 

THE  BEAULY. 

Patterns  from  Snowie. 

There  is  a  singular  fly  used  on  the  Beauly,  which  is 
there  termed  the  ancnv  fly,  and  as  long  as  there  is  any  snow 
water  on  the  river  that  fly  kills  well ;  far  better  indeed  than 
any  other.  It  is  dressed  on  a  big  long-shanked  round-head 
hook  like  the  Tay  flies. 

Beauly  Snow  Fly  (see  Plate  XII.  fig.  2). — It  boasts 
neither  tag  nor  tail;  the  body  is  of  lightish  blue  pig's 
wool,  rather  sparely  dressed ;  silver  tinsel  and  gold  twist ; 
black  heron's  hackle,  as  long  in  the  fibre  or  longer  than 
the  hook ;  wings,  a  large  bunch  of  brown-coloured  peacock 
herl ;  round  the  shoulder  over  this  is  tied  hacklewise  a 
ruif  of  bright  orange  mohair,  which  gives  a  brilliant  and 
unusual  look  to  the  fly. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  gold-colourqd  floss ;  tail,  a 
topg. ;  but,  black  ostrich  herl ;  body,  two  turns  of  gold- 
coloured  floss,  half  yellow  and  half  black  mohr. ;  hackle, 
black  (over  the  black  mohr.  only),  at  the  shoulder  darkish 
blue  (sparely)  with  blue  jay  over  it ;  wing,  a  couple  of 
strips  of  gd.  pt.  tipt.,  gd.  pt.  tail,  brown  mallard,  gallina, 
yellow,  red,  and  orange  sprigs,  a  topping  over  all,  and 
blue  macaw  ribs  ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  Tail,  a  topg.  and  mallard;  body,  medium  blue;  do. 
hackle ;  gold  tinsel ;  gallina  hackle  at  shoulder,  blue  jay 
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over  it ;  wing,  strips  of  bustd.,  dark  and  light  turkey,  and 
some  peack.  herls,  and  a  topping  over  all.  Flies,  5  and  6 
for  spring,  7  and  8  for  summer. 

THE  FINDHORN. 

The  accompanying  patterns  I  obtained  from  Sir  A.  P. 
Gordon  Gumming,*  one  of  the  best  amateur  tyers  in  the 
North.  They  are  all  old  well-used  favourites,  and  are  the 
result  of  twenty  years'  experience.  The  Findhorn  spring 
flies  are  rather  large  and  showy — not  so  large  as  the  Dee 
flies,  perhaps,  but  full  large,  some  of  the  flies  (the  largest) 
being  dressed  on  the  ordinary  Limerick  hook,  from  No.  2 
to  No.  5.  In  low  bright  water  they  may  be  used  smaller 
still  than  this. 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  thread  and  puce  floss;  tail,  a  good 
sized  topg.,  some  tippet,  and  a  kgfr.  feather ;  but,  black 
ostrich ;  body,  lightish  claret  floss ;  silver  tinsel  and  gold 
twist  (not  together,  but  equidistant) ;  hackle,  light  claret, 
blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  two  large  tippet  feathers, 
almost  the  fall  length  of  the  wing,  over  it  sprigs  of  gd.  pt 
tail,  a  good  many  sprigs  of  both  red  and  blue  macaw, 
slips  of  brown  gled  and  dark  bustd.  on  either  shoulder, 
nearly  half  the  length  of  the  wing,  the  tips  of  two  blue 
macaw  feathers ;  the  head  is  composed  of  orange  mohr., 
set  on  like  a  hackle,  and  forming  a  ruff.  Most  of  the 
Findhorn  flies  are  mounted  in  this  way,  and  it  makes  them 
very  conspicuous.     In  some  Sir  Alexander  uses  the  soft 

*  Since  the  above  was  printed  I  have  bad  the  news  of  poor  Sir  Alexander'^ 
deatL  But  a  short  year  since  I  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  his  hospitality  ib 
his  beautiful  residence  on  the  banks  of  the  lovely  Findhorn ;  we  fished,  tied 
flies,  and  held  sweet  converse  upon  matters  piscatorial,  day  by  day,  and  I 
have  seldom  enjoyed  a  week  more  thoroughly  than  that  I  spent  at  Altyre' 
he  was  then  apparently  in  the  pride  of  his  strength  and  the  prime  of  mas- 
hood.  How  beautifully  he  tied  the  salmon  fly,  blending  its  colours  into  one 
harmonious  combination,  and  with  what  a  workmanlike  and  skilful  haui 
he  hurled  it  across  the  waters ;  but  alas  and  in  truth  it  will  be  long  ere  I 
shaU  '  look  upon  his  like  again  !' — ^F.  F. 
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silky  Pinna  marina,  and  it  has  a  very  striking  effect. 
The  hook  of  this  fly  is  a  No.  2  or  3.  The  size  sent  is 
between  the  two. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  yellow  floss ;  tail,  a  good 
sized  topg.,  some  tippet,  and  gallina ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body, 
copper-coloured  floss ;  hackle,  medium  claret ;  broad  silver 
tinsel  and  narrow  gold  ditto  side  by  side,  blue  jay  at 
shoulder  ;  wing,  as  before,  the  tippets  not  quite  so  long,  a 
little  English  bustd.,  brown  mallard,  and  browu  speckled 
turkey  instead  of  gled,  and  dark  bustd.,  red  macaw  and 
pale  green  swan  sprigs,  no  blue  macaw  at  all ;  hook,  a  size 
smaller  than  the  last. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  ruby  floss ;  tail,  a  good 
sized  topg.  and  tippet ;  but,  blk.  ost. ;  body,  orange-yellow 
floss  ;  broad  gold  tinsel ;  rather  light  blue  hackle,  blue  jay 
at  shoulder;  wing,  one  medium  sized  tippet,  two  good 
slices  of  brown  speckled  turkey,  sprigs  of  gd.  pt.  tail,  a  few 
of  red  and  blue  macaw ;  bright  red  mohr.  head  and  collar ; 
blue  macaw  horns  tied  in  above  this  ;  hook,  same  as  last. 
No.  4.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  one  good  topg. ;  body, 
three  turns  of  ruby  floss,  the  rest  of  light  apple-green  floss; 
silver  and  gold  tinsel,  equidistant ;  hackle,  bright  medium 
green,  inclining  to  a  blue-green,  black  heron  hackle  on 
shoulder,  the  fibre  reaching  the  barb  of  the  hook ;  wing, 
a  bunch  of  emerald-green  peacock  herl  (taken  from  the 
scimetar  shaped  feather),  slices  of  brown  speckled  turkey, 
bright  peacock,  a  little  bustd.,  sprigs  of  bustd.,  red  and 
blue  macaw  and  green  swan ;  collar,  blue  mohr. ;  hook,  a 
size  smaller  than  the  last. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  a  small  bimch  of  red  mohr. ; 
tail,  topping  and  tippet,  sprigs  of  gd.  pt.  sword  feather, 
blue  macaw  and  pale  yellow-green  parrot ;  but,  blk.  ost. ; 
body,  same  as  before,  only  a  shade  or  so  lighter ;  gold  and 
silver  tinsel  side  by  side ;  hackle,  coch  y  bondu,  stained 
brown,  black  heron  at  shoulder,  reaching  to  point  of  hook ; 
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wing,  strips  of  bustd.  and  bright  peack.,  sprigs  of  blue  and 
red  macaw  and  yellow-green  swan  ;  collar,  bright  orange 
mohr. ;  hook,  same  as  last. 

No.  6.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  yellow  floss  ;  tail,  a  longish 
topg.  tipt.,  and  a  red  toucan  feather ;  but,  blk.  ost. ;  body, 
blk.  floss ;  broad  silver  tinsel  and  gold  thread  side  by  side ; 
hackle,  the  dark  chocolate  brown  cock's  feather  used  in  the 
Spey  flies,  black  heron  at  shoulder,  and  gallina  over  it; 
wing,  two  tipt.  feathers  (two-thirds  the  length  of  wing), 
mixed  peack.  and  g.  pt.  tail,  with  fibres  of  red  and  blue 
macaw ;  olive-yellow  mohr.  collar ;  hook,  No.  4. 

No.  7.  Tag,  gold  thread ;  tail,  a  topping  and  some  gal- 
lina ;  body,  one  turn  of  orange-yellow  pig's  wool,  then  two 
light  clarety  red,  two  of  medium  blue,  three  of  clarety  red, 
and  the  same  of  orange-yellow;  broadish  gold  tinsel;  dark 
purple  hackle,  black  hackle  at  shoulder,  blue  jay  over  it; 
wing,  one  tipt^  (half  the  length  of  wing),  mixed  g.  pt  tail, 
mallard,  a  little  gallina,  a  little  bright  bust.,  a  few  sprigs 
of  long  tipt.  and  of  yellow  and  claret  swan,  and  several 
blue  macaw  sprigs ;  black  head,  no  collar ;  hook.  No.  5. 

No.',8.  Tag,  s.  thread  and  darkish  blue  floss;  tail,  a  good 
topg. ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  one-third  orange-yellow  floss, 
the  rest  dark  chocolate  floss ;  hackle,  a  brown  claret,  black 
heron  on  shoulder  (shortish) ;  wing,  a  tipt.  (long),  the  tip 
of  a  black  partridge  feather,  a  bit  of  dark  brown  mallard, 
and  the  tip  of  a  green  parrot  feather ;  over  this  sprigs  of 
brown  turk.  g.  pt.  tail,  two  or  three  copper-coloured  peack. 
herls,  red  and  blue  macaw,  kgfr.  on  either  cheek,  mohr. 
collar  not  too  heavy,  the  colour  of  which  is  njot  orange  nor 
pink,  but  a  sort  of  madder.  Hook,  a  trifle  shorter  than 
the  last. 

Sir  Alexander  gives  some  directions  for  varying  the  flies 
and  I  cannot  do  better  than  append  his  letter. 
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'  Altyre,  Forres,  N.  B.,  July  30, 1866. 

'My  dear  Sir — I  have  selected  eight  of  the  flies  which  I 
have  found  most  killing  on  the  Findhorn,  during  twenty 
years'  work.  These  may  be  successfully  varied  by  changing 
the  colour  of  the  bodies  and  heads  ;  red  for  orange,  black 
for  yellow  heads,  and  bodies  made  black  for  claret  or  green, 
and  vice  versa.  These  eight  patterns  I  generally  adhere  to 
throughout  the  year,  by  dressing  them  one,  two,  and  three 
sizes  smaller.  Blue  bodies  m§iy  be  substituted  in  the  case 
of  the  black  and  two  clarets,  with  advantage  to  the  angler 
and  detriment  to  the  fish.  The  wings  of  two  are  far  too 
long,  but  this  you  need  not  mind.  AU  should  have  one 
or  two  toppings  (shortish)  for  tails,  and  if  the  wing  is 
dressed  thinner  it  is  an  immense  improvement,  where 
economy  is  our  object,  to  put  two  long  toppings  on  the  wing. 

*  Yours  truly, 

'  A.  P.  GrORDON  Gumming. 

THE  TAT. 

The  Tay  is  a  splendid  river.  The  water  is  heavy,  but 
some  of  the  pools  and  streams  are  magnificent.  The 
fishing  is  mostly  from  a  boat,  and  the  style  is  called 
*  harling.'  Three  rods  are  used,  and  the  boat  is  rowed 
to  and  fro  over  the  casts.  It  gives  a  few  fish  in  the  spring, 
but  grand  sport  in  the  autumn. 

The  spring  flies  for  the  Tay  are  of  the  largest  size. 
Like  those  of  the  Dee  they  are  tied  upon  very  long  shanked 
hooks,  but  they  prefer  the  round  bend  to  the  Limerick. 

The  ^Idck  Dog. — ^Tail,  a  tuft  of  olive-yellow  pig's  wool ; 

body,  black  mohr.,  gold  and  silver  tinsel  with  orange  silk 

between ;  two  or  three  black  hackles,  gallina  at  shoulder  ; 

wing,  grey  speckled  turkey,  two  long  slips.     The  hook  is 

3^  inches  long  and  ^  of  an  inch  wide,  and  the  succeeding 

flies  run  down  to  2  inches,  or  even  smaller. 

The  Tartan  {Ta,j), — Tag,  silver  twist;  tail,  a  slice  of 
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tipt.  and  orange-yellow  pig's  wool ;  but,  peack.  herl ;  body, 
pig's  wool  as  follows,  orange,  yellow,  bright  pea-green,  red 
and  blue,  grey,  dressed  rough  and  picked  out,  broad  silver 
tinsel ;  hackle  gallina  at  shoulder ;  wing,  slips  of  grey  and 
light-brown  turkey,  sprigs  of  yellow,  red,  and  mauve  swan 
with  a  bunch  of  peack.  herl  over  all ;  peack.  head. 

The  Nicholson. — This  is  a  very  gay  aflfair.     Tag,  silver 

twist ;  tail,  a  topg.,  a  bit  of  red  parrot,  and  a  wisp  of  red 

mohr. ;  over  this,  as  a  but,  is  wound  on  a  blue  jay  hackle, 

and  over  that  black  ostrich  herl.  The  fly  is  then  separated 

by  hackles  into  three  divisions,  and  each  of  these  divisions 

is  in  two  joints  of  diflferent  coloured  floss.     The  lower 

joint  is  scarlet  and  black,  above  this  is  another  jay  hackle 

and  black  herl.  The  second  joint  is  lemon  and  scarlet^  and 

above  this  is  a  scarlet  hackle  and  black  herl.     The  third 

joint  is  orange  and  medium  blue  floss,  over  this  medium 

blue  hackle,  and  above  that  a  darkish  orange  coch  y  bondu 

hackle.     Wing,  large  cock  of  the  rock  or  two  orange  hackles, 

strips  of  bust.,  argus,  lightish  turkey,  mauve,  yellow,  and 

red  swan,  one  topping  over  all,  jungk.  at  cheeks ;  peack. 

herl  head. 

The  Murray. — Tag, silver  twist;  tail,  yellow  pig's  wool; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  darkish  red  claret ;  hackle  the 
same ;  silver  tinsel ;  gallina  at  shoulder ;  speckled  dun 
turkey  wings  two  strips  (that  with  the  light  edge  to  the 
extreme  tip  of  the  feather  being  preferred). 

The  patterns  of  the  above  four  flies  were  furnished  to 

me  by  Mr.  Paton  of  Perth,  the  great  obeah-man  of  that 

district,  a  first-rate  artificer  of  all  sporting  requisites.    Any 

X  angler  going  to  the  Tay  will  scarcely  fail  to  look  in  on  him 

for  a  chat  and  advice. 

The  WdSfp  (Blue). — Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  tipt.  and  red 
mohr.;  but,  blk.  ost.;,body,  about  two-fifths  yellow  pig's 
wool  and  three-fifths  darkish  blue  pig's  wool;  silver  tinsel; 
medium  blue  hackle  (only  over  blue  wool),  black  hackle  at 
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shoulder ;  peack.  head ;  wing,  two  strips  of  dun  (speckled) 
turkey.  It  is  sometimes  the  fashion  when  the  fibres  cannot 
be  obtained  long  enough  for  the  required  wing  to  tie 
double  wings  of  shortish  fibre^  that  is,  there  is  the  usual 
pair  at  the  shoulder  and  another  pair  tied  on  half-way 
down  the  back.  They  have  aUso  another  dodge  on  the 
Tay  to  make  a  long  fibred  wing.  They  take  a  strand  of 
gut  of  the  required  length,  strip  the  fibres  ofif  feathers, 
and  lap  them  neatly  along  on  the  gut,  so  that  the  gut  shall 
form  a  sort  of  artificial  quill.  Grallina  looks  very  well  so, 
and  answers  for  the  small  silver-grey  mottled  turkey,  which 
is  scarce. 

The  Wasp  (Claret). — Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  galUna  and 
mallard ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  olive-yellow  pig's  wool 
one-third,  two  turns  of  medium  claret  do.,  and  the  rest  of 
medium  blue  do. ;  silver  tinsel;  hackle,  medium  red  claret; 
gallina  at  shoulder;  silver  grey  speckled  turkey  wing; 
peack.  head.  There  is  another  pattern  of  wasp  with  black 
upper  half  to  the  body,  mixed  wing,  and  peacock's  breast 
feather  for  shoulder  hackle.. 

I  have  here  given  half  a  dozen  of  the  best  known  Tay 
flies,  but  the  variety  is  endless,  almost  any  arrangement  of 
wool,  hackle,  and  tinsel  doing  fc^  the  bodies  at  times,  in 
which  bluej  claret,,  and  yellow  ai^e  the  principal  admixtures. 
The  wings  are  of  various  shades  of  turkey  for  the  most 
part,  the  lightly  speckled  reddish-brown  with  the  faint 
white  tip,  as  I  have  said,  being  the  favourite. 

I  add  a  few  patterns  sent  me  by  my  friend  Mr.  William 
James  Davidson  of  Glasgow,  many  years  a  frequenter 
of  the  Tay.  The  first  fly  has  no  name ;  and  as  most  of 
the  flies  on  the  Tay  have  a  name,  I  give  it  the  very  suitable 
one  of 

The  Policeman^  blue  being  his  prevailing  tinge,  and 
taking  of  prisoners  his  occupation.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and 
red-orange  floss;  tail,  light  brown  speckled  turkey  and 

Z  2 
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yellow  swan;  body,  rough  darkish  medium  blue  pig's 
wool ;  hackle  one  shade  darker,  dark  reddish-brown  hackle 
at  shoulder ;  broad  silver  tinsel ;  just  under  the  shoulder 
hackle  a  few  sprigs  of  medium  claret  and  orange  pig's 
wool  thrown  in ;  wing,  light  brown  speckled  turkey,  -with 
a  bunch  of  peacock's  herl  over  it«  Hooks  3^  inches  to  2 
inches. 

This  fly,  made  of  the  largest  Tay  size,  does  well  for  high 
spring  water. 

Mr.  Davidson  has  a  high  opinion  of  it,  and  he  has  reason 
to  have,  as  he  says,  *  I  have  found  this  fly  the  best  on  the 
Tay  until  the  second  week  in  May ;  with  the  identical 
specimen  I  enclose,  I  killed  in  a  few  hours  on  the  Stobhall 
water  four  clean  run  fish  in  the  beginning  of  May.' 

The  Waterwitch. — There  are  two  specimens  of  this  flj, 
one  with  a  rough  pig's  wool  body,  and  this  is  the  larger 
fly,  and  one  of  floss,  but  the  colours  are  similar.  Tag, 
silver  tinsel  and  golden  floss ;  tail,  a  topg.;  but,  bk.  ostrich ; 
body,  one-third  yellow,  two-thirds  lightish  blue ;  hackle, 
jay  (only  over  the  blue);  wing,  a  (round  spot)  gallina 
feather,  over  this  mixed  wing,  g.  pt.  tail,  brown  and  grey 
turkey,  fibres  of  tipt  and  «word  feathers,  and  blue  macaw 
ribs.  Of  these  Mr.  Davidson  adds :  *  They  are  my  favourites, 
and  I  will  back  them  against  any  others  for  the  Tay,  the 
Tummel,  the  Garry,  and  the  Orchy,  from  the  month  of 
May  to  the  close  of  the  season.'  Barring  the  gallina  feather 
in  the  wing,  the  pattern  is  a  wonderfully  general  favourite 
throughout  Scotland.     Hooks  from  2^  inches  to  1|  inches. 

The  Lion. — Tag,  embossed  silver  tinsel  and  ruby  floss  ; 
tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  blk.  ostrich ;  body,  embossed  silver  tinsel, 
showing  a  few  thin  rings  of  pale  green  floss  between; 
hackle  (at  shoulder)  longish  black  heron ;  wing,  fibres  of 
peack.,  brown  mallard,  pinkish  stained  grey  mallard,  tipt., 
and  gallina,  two  toppings  set  on  apart  like  wings,  with 
blue  macaw  ribs. 
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Mr.  Davidson  thus  concludes:  'The  blue  body  and 
peacock's  wing  (policeman)  for  spring ;  the  waterwitch  for 
summer  and  autumn,  and  the  lion  at  the  close  of  the 
season,  are  what  I  chiefly  depend  on ;  and,  armed  with  a 
proper  assortment  of  these,  the  angler  requires  no  other 
lure.' 

TEE  TUMMEL,   GARUT,   ISLA, 

and  all  the  other  tributaries  of  the  Tay,  are  fished  with 
flies  of  precisely  the  same  pattern  as  those  used  for  the 
Tay,  regard  being  had  to  the  size  of  the  water,  and  the  fly 
being  suitably  reduced  thereto. 

TEE  SPET.. 

The  Spey  flies  are  very  curious  productions  to  look  at, 
it  being  customary  to  dress  them  the  reverse  way  of  the 
hackle,  and  to  send  the  twist  or  tinsel  the  opposite  way  to 
the  hackle. 

The  Spey  Dog  (see  Plate  XII.  fig.  3). — This  is  usually 
dressed  large  for  the  spring,  the  long  shanked  Dee  hooks 
being  preferred.  Body,  black  pig's  wool ;  up  this  is  then 
wound  some  broad  silver  tinsel  in  widifeh  rings ;  over  the 
tinsel  is  laid  on  a  large  black  feather,  it  can  be  hardly 
called  hackle,  with  a  lightish  dun  tip  taken  from  the  side 
of  the  cock's  tail.  The  feather  is  dressed  the  wrong  way 
so  that  the  hackle  stands  out  abruptly,  and  it  is  carried 
round  the  opposite  way  to  the  tinsel  as  some  of  the  tinsel 
crosses  it ;  over  this  hackle  is  wound  some  gold  tinsel,  not 
side  by  side  with  the  silver,  but  quite  independent  of  it. 
This  aids  the  glitter  of  the  fly  and  strengthens  and  keeps 
the  hackle  secure.  At  the  shoulder  a  teal  hackle ;  wing,  a 
good  wad  of  g.  pt.  tail,  with  two  long  strips  of  grey  mallard 
with  brownish  points  over  it.  The  fly  can  be  varied  by 
using  a  brown  hackle  and  turkey  instead  of  g.  pt.  tail,  add 
also  orange  silk  between  the  tinsels. 
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Hook.  The  hook  used  in  these  flies  is  3  inches  long  in 
the  shank,  but  the  bend  is  that  given  as  No.  3  in  the  scale, 
but  which  is  barely  2  J  inches  long  in  the  shank. 

The  Purple  King. — Body,  a  light  purple  mohr.;  hackle, 
brownish  black  with  light  blue  dun  tip  ;  tinsel,  gold  and 
silver  and  silver  twist  over  hackle  as  before ;  teal  shoulder, 
and  two  strips  of  grey  mallard  wing  with  brown  tips. 

The  Oreen  King. — Body,  orange  and  olive-yellow  mixed 
mohr. ;  hackle,  brown  with  grey  tips ;  the  rest  of  the  fly  as 
before. 

For  these  last  two  patterns  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend 
Mr.  C.  Grant  of  Aberlour.  Mr.  Grrant  very  kindly  furnished 
me  with  minute  particulars  as  to  the  dressing,  dyeing,  &c., 
and  I  cannot  put  his  directions  in  a  better  form  than  he 
has  put  them  himself,  and  therefore  I  append  his  letter. 
In  it  he  describes  two  other  flies  I  had  not  the  patterns  of, 
viz.  *  the  green  dog '  and  *  purpy.'  They  are  well-known 
standard  flies  on  Spey,  and  may  be  dressed  down  to  the 
smallest  size  for  midsummer ;  the  *  Black  and  teal '  already 
described  will  be  found  very  hai-d  to  beat  on  the  Spey. 

'  Dear  Sir — Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  now  send  you 
the  pattern  Spey  flies,  viz.  two  purple  kings  and  one 
green  king,  which  you  will  easily  distinguish.  The  hackles 
are  got  from  the  common  Scotch  cock,  and  lie  on  each  side 
of  the  tail,  af  the  tip  of  the  wings.  The  cock  is  rarely  to 
be  met  with  except  with  Spey  fishers  who  breed  them  for 
the  sake  of  their  feathers.  The  dubbing  or  "  grounds  "  of 
the  purple  king  are  composed  of  purple  (Berlin  wool), 
stone  red,  dyed  from  the  moss  on  stones,  and  scarlet  wool. 
The  dubbing  of  green  king  is  composed  of  green  Berlin 
wool,  stone  red,  yellow,  a  little  orange,  and  scarlet. 

*In  spring,  the  purple  king  is  of  a  less  red  colour  than 
one  .used  at  present.  The  green  king  at  that  period  is 
more  green^  but,  as  the  season  advances,,  more  red  is  used 
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in  both^  and  redder  feathers.     I  enclose  some  dubbing  of 
each  to  fit  the  present  season. 

'Without  having  any  prejudice  against graudt/ ^i6«,  I 
would  prefer  purple  and  green  kings  with  their  numerous 
offsprmg^  provided  I  could  get  proper  hackles  to  tie  them, 
to  any  flies  that  can  be  used  on  the  Spey.  The  flies  which 
I  have  sent  you  will  be  in  size  next  month,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  will  Jdll  upon  any  river  in  Scotland. 

*  The  dubbing  of  green  dog  is  the  same  as  green  king, 
feather  a  little  lighter,  with  gold-colour  spate  and  pea-green 
thread  at  equal  distances  on  the  body  of  the  hook  or  fly. 
The  purple,  or  *'purpy,"  a  thirty-second  cousin  of  the  purple 
king,  has  a  hackle  somewhat  redder  than  that  of  his  pro- 
genitor; dubbing,  dark  blue  and  stone  red,  with  gold 
spate  and  purple  thread  on  body  of  fly  at  equal  distances.' 

The  Spey  is  another  very  fine  river,  remarkably  clear 
and  rapid,  and  is  by  no  means  an  easy  river  to  fish.  It  is 
a  very  long  river,  and  having  many  tributaries  rising  from 
lakes  and  mountain  sources,  it  is  subject  to  heavy  floods, 
and  often  keeps  high  for  a  long  time,  trying  the  angler's 
patience  severely.  There  is  very  little  boat-fishing  on 
it,  and  long  casting  under  difficulties  is  often  required. 
It  gives  a  few  fish  in  the  spring,  but  more  as  the  summer 
advances. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

SALMON  FLIES'-continued. 

LIST   OF  FLIBS  FOB  IBI8H  BIVEBS. 

THE  ERNE,  BALLYSHANNON. 

These  patterns  were  poor  Pat  McKay's,  than  whom  no 
better  artificer  ever  turned  fly  out  of  hand. 

No.  1.  The  Parson  has  been  already  described  amongst 
the  general  flies ;  but,  since  T  described  it,  I  have  received 
some  patterns  with  a  letter  of  explanation  from  my  friend 
Dr.  Sheil,  the  courteous  and  liberal  proprietor  of  the  Erne, 
to  whom  I  owe  many  kindnesses  and  some  good  fishing 
on  one  of  the  finest  rivers  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  cast 
a  fly.  For  the  Erne  is  the  beau  ideal  of  a  salmon  river, 
containing  every  kind  of  water  that  is  found  in  salmon 
rivers,  and  all  in  perfection.  Here  we  have  falls,  rapids, 
broken  pools,  rocky  torrents,  and  swift  glassy  currents, 
and  even  heavy  reaches  for  boat-fishing.  The  fish  run 
large  and  nearly  always  show  the  finest  sport.  As  Dr. 
Shell's  letter  gives  the  history  of  the  parson^  I  trust  he 
will  excuse  me  for  making  the  information  upon  such  an 
interesting  point  pubUc. 

'My  dear  Sir — I  send  four  parsons  I  have  borrowed 
from  Mr.  Hobson,  and  I  will  send  you  a  couple  made  with 
summer  duck  in  the  wing.     The  first  ^  parson,'  and  called 
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from  him,  was  used  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Meyrick  of  Boms- 
bury  ;  it  was  two  large  toppings,  a  yellow  body,  yellow 
hackle,  very  thin  twist  run  close  together  up  the  body — I 
mean  half  as  close  as  in  any  of  those  flies  I  send.  He 
said  he  got  it  from  Lord  Bollingbroke  at  Christchurch. 
He  changed  the  body  to  orange ;  both  were  silk  bodies. 

*The  late  Mr.  William  Larket,  of  Derby,  put  cock  of 
the  rock  in  the  wing.  I  think  I  put  the  first  fur  body  to 
the  fly — it  was  orange  pig's  wool.  Mr.  Larket  and  then 
Mr.  Hobson  altered  the  fur  to  a  mixture  of  red  and 
yellow.  Mr.  Hobson  added  to  this  the  purple  and  fiery 
brown  under  the  wing,  which  Pat  McKay  borrowed  and 
adopted,  and  nothing  has  beaten  this  pattern. 

'  Yours, 

'  S.  Sheil.' 

The  flies  sent  are  all  very  similar  to  the  patterns'already 
described,  save  that  some  of  them  have  strips  of  summer 
or  wood  duck,  as  it  is  more  commonly  termed,  in  the  wing 
instead  of  pintail.  Some  have  merely  the  toppings  and 
two  cock  of  the  rock  feathers  in  the  wing.  Most  of  them 
have  longish  kingfisher  feathers  at  the  cheek.  Some  have 
and  some  have  not  the  bit  of  tippet  for  an  under  wing. 
Some,  instead  of  jay,  have  a  medium  blue  hackle  at 
shoulder,  and  some  a  claret  hackle.  In  these  latter  cases, 
the  hackle  is  dressed  outside  or  over  the  wing,  the  ribs 
put  on  over  that ;  these  are  macaw  where  the  blue  feather 
changes  to  red  at  the  points.  The  tags  vary  a  little,  some 
being  puce,  some  orange,  and  some  yellow  silk.  The 
bodies  vary  slightly  from  yellow  pig  to  yellow  with  little 
or  more  orange.  One  of  them  has  a  brown  body,  but  I 
do  not  much  like  it.  The  hackles  run  from  golden  to 
golden-olive  and  orange.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a 
parson  may  be  as  varied  as  his  creeds  are :  he  may  be  a 
gorgeous  ritualist  or  a  plain  parson  Adams. 
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No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  medium  blue  floss ;  tail,  a 
topg.,  and  some  tipt. ;  but,  black  ostrich  ;  body,  medium 
claret  floss,  three  turns,  the  rest  medium  orange  floss; 
silver  tinsel ;  orange  hackle,  blue  jay  (sparish)  at  shoulder; 
wing,  mixed  g.  pht.  tail,  gallina,  and  g.  pt.  tipt.,  one  tg., 
red  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  twist,  medium  blue  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  three  turns  of  light  orange  floss, 
the  rest  of  light  purple  (lake*) ;  silver  twist ;  hackle,  same 
colour  as  body,  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  as  in  No.  2, 
the  g.  pt.  tail  perhaps  predominating  more,  and  with  blue 
ribs. 

No.  4.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  puce  floss ;  tail,  a  topg.  and 
some  tipt.;  but,  black  ost;  body,  two-thirds  light  orange 
floss,  one-third  dark  fiery  orange-red  floss ;  silver  tinsel ; 
medium  claret  hackle,  grouse  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing^ 
the  same  as  in  No.  3,  with  a  slight  increase  of  gaUina; 
head,  black. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  puce  floss ;  tail,  a  topg.  and 
some  tipt. ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  gold-coloured  floss, 
three  turns,  the  rest  of  dark  orange  pig's  wool,  silver  twist; 
light  red  claret  hackle,  grouse  do.  at  shoulder ;  wing,  thrj e 
topgs.,  two  strips  of  bright  well-marked  bittern  wing,  and 
some  tipt.  sprigs,  a  couple  of  good  long  kgfr.,  one  on 
either  shoulder,  and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  a  very  pretty  taking 
looking  fly. 

No.  6.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  mulberry  floss;  tail,  atg^ 
and  tipt.  sprigs;  but,  black  ostrich;  body,  two-thirds  a 
greenish-yellow  mohr.,  and  one-third  dirty  olive  mohr.; 
broad  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  brown  when  held  down,  but 
golden-olive  when  held  up  to  the  light,  with  grouse  on 
shoulder ;   under  wing,  some  g.  pt.  tipt.  and  tail  sprigs 

*  This  is  a  difficult  colour  to  describe  as  it  is  neither  claret,  nor  red,  nor 
purple,  nor  puce,  nor  mulberry,  nor  mauve :  it  is  more  the  old-fasbionea 
colour  called  '  lake.* 
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with  gallina,  and  a  bn.  maid,  wing  over,  kgfr.  on  shoulder, 
and  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  7.  The  HJ.8.— This  &j  will  be  found  noticed  in  the 
letter  of  a  friend  under  *  Owenmore  and  Ballycroy.'  Tag, 
silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg.,  and  some  tipt. ;  body,  orange-yel- 
low floss,  gold  tinsel ;  coch  y  bondu  hackle  ;  a  few  turns 
of  longish  black  heron  at  the  shoulder  give  it  a  spider-like 
look ;  wing,  bn.  maid.,  two  or  three  fibres  of  blue  macaw, 
blue  jay  hackled  over  the  wing.     A  capital  killer. 

The  size  of  the  hooks  for  the  above  flies  is  from  5  to  8. 

■ 

LOUan  MELVIN. 

On  this  fine  lough,  which  is  some  seven  miles  in  length 
and  contains  salmon,  grilse,  lake,  gillaroo,  and  other  trout 
in  abundance,  and  is  not  far  from  the  Erne,  the  flies  used 
ar^  as  sober  as  those  of  the  Erne  are  oftea  gaudy. 

No.  1-  TheO*Donoghue. — This  is  a  prime  favourite.  Tag, 
gold  tinsel  and  orange  floss  ;  tail,  a  tg. ;  but,  black  ostrich ; 
body,  olive-yellow  pig's  wool,  merging  into  bright  fiery 
claret,  and  that  again  into  black,  gold  twist ;  body,  rough- 
ish  ;  dark  claret  hackle,  with  blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing, 
a  tipt.  feather,  with  bn.  maid,  wing  over,  and  blue  macaw 
ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  pale  blue  floss ;  tail,  a  tg. ; 
body,  half  orange  pig's  wool  and  half  black,  silver  twist ; 
black  hackle  (over  black  wool  only) ;  blue  jay  on  shoulder ; 
wing  (mixed)  g.  pt.  tail  and  tipt.,  bittern  wing,  mallard 
and  gallina,  yellow,  green,  and  claret  sprigs,  kgfr.  on 
shoulder ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  floss;  tail,  atg.;  body, 
mulberry  pig's  wool ;  hackle,  the  same,  with  blue  jay  at 
shoulder ;  silver  twist ;  wing,  a  tipt.  feather  with  maid,  wing 
over ;  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  4.  The  same  as  the  last,  save  that  the  body  and  hackle 
are  of  a  lightish  olive.    I  obtained  the  above  from  the 
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fishermen  at  Lough  Melvin,  when  fishing  it  some  years 
since.     Hooks  from  7  to  10. 

LOUGH  GILL. 

Another  large  lough  near  Sligo.  There  is  a  very  favourite 
fly  used  there  which  sometimes  kills  on  Lough  Melvin ;  it 
is  called  the  Lough  Gill  fly.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange 
floss ;  tail,  a  tg.,  and  some  mallard;  body,  black mohr.,  with 
a  broad  ring  in  the  centre  of  dark  dirty  red,  a  few  fibres 
of  the  same  warped  into  the  breast  as  a  hackle  ;  blue  jay 
hackle  on  shoulder;  wing,  a  tipt.  feather  and  bn.  maid, 
wing ;  hook  No.  9. 

THE  HOY. 

The  Moy  is  a  large  and  rather  open  river,  resembling, 
above  the  weirs,  some  of  the  streamy  upper  reaches  of  the 
Thames,  where  rush-beds  abound ;  it  flows  from  Lough 
Conn,  a  very  large  lough.  Much  of  the  fishing,  particu- 
larly below  the  weir,  up  to  which  the  tide  flows,  is  carried 
on  from  boats.  The  opening  of  the  weir  has  much  im- 
proved the  fishing  in  the  upper  portions,  and  has  tended 
to  bring  larger  fish  into  the  river  than  formerly.  It  is  a 
capital  river  for  young  hands  to  commence  oh,  as  the  work 
is  easy,  and  the  numbers  of  fish  keep  the  attention  fixed 
on  the  sport. 

No*  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg. ;  but,  purple  herl; 
body,  three  turns  of  orange  floss,  the  rest  of  darkish  blue 
floss,  silver  tinsel  and  twist ;  dark  blue  hackle ;  g.  pt.  tipt. 
tied  on  as  a  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  five  or  six  tgs. ;  blue 
macaw  ribs ;  black  head.  This  is  of  course  a  high  water 
fly ;  hook,.  No.  9. 

No.  2.  The  Thunder  and  Lightning, — Tagj  gold  tinsel  j 
tail,  a  tg. ;  but,  black  ostrich  ;  body,  three  turns  of  lightish 
orange  floss,  the  rest  of  black  floss,  gold  tinsel ;  light  orange 
hackle,  with  a  little  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  dark  hn. 
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maid.,  one  tg.  over  it ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  dark  purple  head ; 
hooks,  from  7  to  10. 

No.  3.  The  Orange  and  Orouse. — Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail, 
a  tg.,  and  kgfr.  feather ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  three 
turns  of  puce  or  lake  floss,  the  rest  of  light  orange  floss, 
silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  longish  grouse,  trimmed  on  the  breast, 
not  on  the  back,  three  or  four  tgs.  over  it  for  wing ;  blue 
jay  (sparely)  at  shoulder;  blue  macaw  ribs;  and  black 
head.  The  grouse  fibres  help  the  wing.  This  and  the  last 
are  good  general  flies,  and  most  of  the  Moy  flies  are  more 
or  less  generally  useful  patterns;  hooks,  10  to  12. 

No.  4.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg. ;  body,  two  turns  of 
bufiF  floss,  the  rest  of  lake  floss ;  silver  tinsel ;  medium 
orange  hackle,  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  tipt.,  and 
two  thin  ck.  of  rk.  feathers,  flne  strips  of  black  partridge 
and  g.  pt.  tail,  a  tg.,  and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  purple  head ; 
hooks,  8  to  10. 

No.  5.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg. ;  but,  black  ostrich ; 
body,  two  turns  of  buff  floss,  the  rest  of  copper-cold,  floss, 
gold  tinsel ;  gallina  hackle,  trimmed  on  the  breast,  not  on 
back ;  blue  jay  at  shoulder  (moderate) ;  wing,  two  or  three 
thin  ck.  of  rk.  and  reddish  toucan  feathers,  sprigs  of  g. 
pt.  tipt.  and  tail,  and  bn.  maid. ;  one  tg.,  and  blue  macaw 
ribs  ;  purple  head  ;  hooks,  9  and  10* 

No.  6.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg.,  and  kgfr.  feather ; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  three  turns  of  orange  floss,  the  rest 
of  black  do.,  or  of  black  horsehair,  which  gives  a  brighter 
and  more  durable  body ;  gold  tinsel  and  gallina  hackle, 
trimmed  on  breast  not  on  back ;  bn.  maid,  wing,  one  tg., 
and  blue  macaw  ribs  ;  black  head;  hooks,  7  to  11. 

The  above  are  all  patterns  I  obtained  from  Pat  Heams 
ofBallina,  some  years  since:  they  are  standards.  For  so 
large  a  river  the  Moy  flies  are  small.  The  fish  are  mostly 
grilse,  and  only  grilse  flies,  and  those  at  times  of  small  size, 
are  needed.    In  the  spring,  when  larger  fish  are  now  taken. 
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they  may  be  used  two  or  three  sizes  larger.  Writing  to 
Heams  lately  for  patterns,  he  sent  me  all  the  old  patterns 
above,  and  with  this  addition :  it  is  a  beaatifiil  fly  to  the 
eye,  so  I  give  it. 

No.  7.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  two  tgs. ;  but,  white  osL  ; 
body,  three  turns  of  orange  floss,  the  rest  of  violet  floss, 
gold  tinsel ;  dark  purple  hackle  (rather  of  a  puce  tint  when 
held  up  to  the  light) ;  some  tipt.  tied  as  a  hackle  at  the 
shoulders,  blue  jay  over ;  wing,  six  or  seven  topgs.,  with  a 
blue  chatterer  on  en  croupe;  black  head;  blue  macaw 
ribs ;  hooks  7  and  8. 

LOUGBT  CONN. 

Patterns  also  from  Heams.  The  Erris  flies  are  curioufi 
specimens  of  art,  and  by  no  means  easy  to  tie.  They  are 
mostly. jointed  flies,  many  of  them  having  also  manes  from 
the  back  of  each  joint,  and  some  with  a  turn  or  two  of 
hackle,  also  at  the  joint.  A  cut  of  one  may  be  seen  at 
Plate  XL  fig.  3. 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  thread ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  blk.  ostrich, 
five  joints,  four  of  them  being  composed  of  black  floss, 
esuch  divided  by  three  turns  of  gold  thread,  the  top  or 
shoulder  joint  being  of  yellow  floss  ;  at  the  third  joint  from 
the  tail  three  turns  of  an  olive  hackle  aore  laid  on ;  from 
each  joint  springs  a  mane  or  tuft  of  mohr. ;  the  lowest  one 
is  dirty  red,  the  next  light  claret,  the  next  dirty  red  again, 
the  next  darkish  purple-claret,  and  the  top  one  just  under 
the  wing  orange  ;  the  hackle  at  the  shoulder  is  a  dark  red 
stained  brown,  with  blue  jay  over  it ;  the  wing,  maid,  and 
g.  pt.  tail,  blue  macaw  ribs,  kgfr.  at  cheeks ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  tg.  and  a  small  jungk. ; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  five  joints,  yellow  and  black  floss 
alternately,  divided  by  silver  thread,  and  above  this  one  turn 
of  a  red  hackle,  stained  light  olive ;  manes  of  mohr.,  from 
the  back  of  each  joint,  the  first  darkish  claret,  second  dark 
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red^  third  darker  claret,  fourth  darker  red,  fifth  a  mixture 
of  yellow,  brown,  and  red ;  just  under,  as  a  support  to  each 
mane,  is  tied  in  a  feather  from  the  breast  of  the  Indian 
crow,  increasing  in  length  (as  do  the  manes)  as  they  pro- 
gress up  towards  the  wing ;  hackle  on  shoulder,  olive ;  red 
rump  feather  of  g.  pt.,  tied  in  on  the  shoulder  as  a  hackle, 
over  that  again  a  turn  or  two  of  blue  jay ;  wing,  tipt.  fibres 
g.  pt.  tail,  and  bn.  maid.,  oae  topg.^and  blue  macaw  ribs; 
black  head. 

No.  3.  This  is  No.  6  of  the  Moy  flies.  These  flies  do 
equally  well  for  the  Owenmore  and  Ballycroy.  Hooks, 
from  5  to  9. 


THE   OWENMORE  AND  BALLYCROff  RIVERS. 

Patterns  from  Hearns.  These  two  rivers  run  very  near 
to  each  other.  The  Ballycroy  is  the  river  described  by 
Maxwell  in  his  '  Wild  Sports  of  the  West.' 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  small  topg.,  a  slip  of  bn. 
partg.,  a  kgfr.,  and  an  Indian  crow  breast  feather ;  but, 
black  ostrich  ;  body,  three  turns  of  orange  flossy  the  rest  of 
lake  floss,  silver  tinsel;  hackle,  gallina  stained  yellow, 
clipped  at  breast,  not  on  the  back,  tipt.  feather  tied  on  as 
hackle  at  breast,  blue  jay  over ;  wing^  a  red  hackle  and  a 
yellow  hackle,  a  red  rump  feather  of  g.  pt.,  sprigs  of  tipt., 
slips  of  g.  pt.  tail  and  peack.,  a  large  blue  chatterer  feather 
over  all  en  croupe  or  on  the  back,  Indian  crow  at  the  cheeks> 
blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head.  This  fly  can  be  varied  by 
using  black  floss  instead  of  lake. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  one  turn  of 
orange  floss  ;  body,  black  floss  in  five  joints,  at  each  joint  two 
turns  of  fine  silver  thread,  then  from  the  back  comes  the 
mane,  and  then  for  the  two  middle  joints,  side  by  side  with 
the  silver  thread,  is  taken  a  turn  of  orange  floss,  so  that  the 
termination  of  the  three  lowest  joints  is  one  turn  of  orange 
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floss ;  the  two  lowest  manes  are  a  dirty  clarety  red,  the 
next  two  are  a  mixture  of  yellow,  olive,  and  light  claret; 
the  hackle  is  at  the  shoulder  only,  and  is  brown  olive,  and 
over  it  a  little  blue  jay ;  the  wing,  a  slip  of  tipt.,  over  it 
slips  of  maid,  and  of  peack.,  blue  macaw  ribs,  and  black 
head. 

No.  3  is  The  Claret^  already  described  at  p.  306,  as  to  the 
body  and  hackle,  save  that  there  is  no  orange  floss  at  the 
lower  end;  substitute  a  little  blue  jay  at  shoulder  for 
black  hackle,  and  make  the  wings  of  fine  dark  maid.,  with 
blue  ribs,  and  you  have  a  fly  that  will  kill  not  only  in  Erris, 
but  all  over  Ireland.  Hooks,  from  6  to  10,  and  in  low 
summer  water  sea  trout  size. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  these  jointed  bodies  used 
in  Erris  ;  some  have  blue  and  yellow,  or  blue,  yellow,  and 
black  joints  alternately,  with  black  or  coloured  herls  or 
hackles  at  each  joint.  They  are  considered  indispensable 
conjurations  by  those  who  admire  them,  and,  as  they  are  a 
peculiar  class  of  fly,  I  have  gone  into  them,  though  my  own 
faith  is  by  no  means  implicit.  My  friend,  Mr.  S.,  and  his 
cousin  rented  the  Ballycroy  river  for  some  years,  and  I 
wrote  to  him  to  ask  for  a  cast  from  his  experience,  as, 
although  I  fished  the  Owenmore  several  times,  I  only  fished 
the  Ballycroy  once.  Herewith  I  give  his  letter  to  me,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  no  faith  whatever  in  the 
jointed  and  maned  flies  which  are  supposed  to  emanate 
from  and  flourish  particularly  in  Erris : — 

'Dear  F. — ^The  flies  on  the  Owenmore  and  Owenduff 
rivers  some  years  ago  were  always  what  is  called  "jointed," 
and  were  made  in  two  ways ;  the  first  had  th6  joints  made 
of  hackles  of  divers  colours,  tied  as  in  the  pattern  I  send 
you,  but  of  course  on  a  smaller  hook.  The  enclosed  is  a 
specimen  from  the  Dee,  in  Aberdeenshire,  to  which  river 
it  was  transported  by  Mr.  Gordon,  from  Ballycroy,  and  has 
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Since  been  naturalised.*     The  other  jointed  fly  is  made 
thus:    topping    for  tail,  then  three  different  colours  of 
floss  silk  for  body,  with  three  rings  of  twist  at  the  end  of 
each,  and  standing  out  from  these  joints  three  long  tags  of 
different  coloured  mohair,  ordinary  mixed  wing,  and  hackle 
at  shoulder.     It  is  a  very  difficult  fly  to  tie,  and  not  worth 
a  rush  when  tied,  except  that  in  its  dry  state  it  looks  very 
pretty ;  when  in  the  water,  on  the  contrary,  it  all  bags  to- 
gether, and  I  never  did  much  good  with  it.     The  fly,  on 
the  contrary,  with  the  plain  turkey  wing  was  an  invention 
of  our  own,  and  killed  48  salmon  and  137  white  trout  in 
one  week  on  the  Owenduff.  The  fly  with  the  mallard  wing 
and  fiery  body  also  kills  right  well  on  both  rivers>  and  so  do 
the  Ballina  flies,  more  especially  one  of  Pat  Heams',  called 
the  thunder  and  lightning.     An  equally  great  pet  is  the 
enclosed,  with  the  frayed  gut.     He  is  confoundedly  ugly, 
sir,  having  been  composed  by  your  humble  servant ;  but 
treat  him  with  respect,  for  this  very  year  that  identical 
specimen  has  slain  six  salmo  salar  in  the  river  Erne  that 
thou  knowest  of.     I  enclose  four  or  five  more  of  what 
MacGowan  calls  Ballycroy  flies,  but  they  are  awful  im- 
postors (on  second  thought  I  don't,  for  they  are  no  use  at 
all).  The  fish,  in  fact,  like  plain,  sober  mallard  and  turkey, 
and  furnace  hackles,  with  either  orange  or  brown  bodies, 
and  a  jay  about  the  shoulders. — H.  I.  S.' 

• 

Mr.  S.  enclosed  me  several  patterns,  some  with  orange 
and  green  joints,  others  of  all  the  colours  in  the  rainbow, 
and  with  manes  of  all  sorts  of  colours.  I  will  not  fatigue 
the  reader  and  burthen  my  fly  list  with  their  description, 
but  will  merely  describe  the  plain  flies  referred  to  in  the 
above  letter. 

*  I  never  could  understand  how  the  Nicholson,  which  was  a  regular  Ems 
notion,  got  on  to  the  Tay,  but  the  course  of  its  introduction  becomes  pretty 
clear  &om  the  above.    The  fly  referred  to  strongly  resembles  the  Nicholson. 

A  A 
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No.  4.  This  is  the  fly  that  killed  the  48  salmon  and  137 
white  trout  in  a  week.  IST.B.  The  white  trout  at  Ballycroy 
run  up  to  six  or  seven  pounds  weight,  and  average  from  two 
to  three  pounds.  Tag,  gold  thread ;  tail,  a  slip  of  mottled 
bn.  turk.,  and  tuft  of  orange  mohr.;  but,  black  ostrich; 
body,  half  orange  mohr«  (inclining  to  darkish)  and  half  black 
mohr. ;  black  hackle  (over  bn.  mohr.  only),  gold  thread 
over  the  orange,  and  gold  tinsel  over  the  black  part  of 
body ;  wing,  rich  bn.  mottled  turkey ;  black  head. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  orange  floss;  tail,  a  tg.;  body, 
two-fifths  dark  dirty  orange-yellow  pig's  wool,  three-fifths 
darkish  claret,  broadish  gold  tinsel ;  medium  claret  hackle 
at  shoulder ;  blue  jay  over  bn.  maid*  wing,  and  black  head, 
hooks,  9  and  10. 

The  fly  which  is  lauded  for  the  Erne  will  be  found  under 
that  river  as  the  H.  I.  S. 

GALWAT  AND  COKNEMAHA. 

(Costello,  Ballynahinch,  and  Co.) — These  patterns  are 
sent  me  by  Nicholson,  of  Gralway,  who  ties  for  the  district. 
Two  or  three  of  them  are  old  acquaintances  renewed. 

The  Costello  I  do  not  know  from  experience,  but  the 
Ballynahinch  rivers  and  lakes  I  have  fished.  The  river  is 
short  and  not  very  large,  but  it  is  pretty,  what  there  is  of 
it,  above  the  wein  The  lakes  for  scenery  are  lovely,  and 
the  sport  at  times  is  good,  more  particularly  -with  white 
trout,  an5  a  good  take  of  salmon  may  be  got  at  times, 
wind,  weather,  and  water  permitting. 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  orange  floss;  tail,  a  topg.; 
body,  a  regular  Lee  body  of  silver-grey  fur,  with  cuckoo 
dun  hackle  to  match,  silver  twist;  blue  jay  on  shoulder; 
wing,  a  long  tippet  (nearly  full  length  of  wing),  some  pea- 
cock, also  a  few  sprigs  of  green  peack«  herl,  red,  blue, 
and  yellow  macaw  sprigs — the  red  most  plentifal ;  black 
head. 

No.  2.  Gold  tinsel  and  orange  floss  tag ;  tail,  gallina ; 


THE   INCHIQUIN.  S55 

body,  two-thirds  med.  blue  floss,  the  upper  third,  med. 
orange ;  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  a  bright  brown-olive,  blue 
jay  on  shoulder ;  wing,  gd.  pht.  tail,  cock  pheasant  do., 
peack.,  and  gallina ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  bk.  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  bk.  ost. ; 
body,  three-fifths  med.  orange  floss,  the  upper  two-fifths 
darkish  blue  floss,  gold  tinsel ;  darkish  claret  hackle ;  wing, 
a  largish  tippet  feather,  brown  speckled  turkey,  gd.  pht. 
tail,  blue,  green,  and  yellow  swan,  and  blue  macaw  ribs ; 
head,  bk. 

No.  4.  This  is  a  weird  looking  fly :  the  contrast  between 
the  dark  blue  body  and  light  yellow  hackle  is  so  strong. 
Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  light  orange  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  body, 
dark  blue  floss ;  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  light  yellow,  blue  jay 
on  shoulder ;  wing,  brown  mallard,  (streaked)  gd.  pht.  tail, 
and  some  sword  feather ;  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  5.  Tag,  gold  twist  and  yellow  floss;  tail,  teal,  mal- 
lard, green  parrot  and  pale  red  parrot;  but,  bk.  ost.; 
body,  two-thirds  ruby  floss  and  one-third  med.  blue; 
hackle,  darkish  blue,  light  red  parrot  feather  as  hackle  at 
shoulder,  clipped  at  breast ;  wing,  a  rump  feather  of  gold 
pht.,  light  yellow-green  parrot,  a  little  pintail  and  bn.  mal- 
lard over  all;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head.  Vary  this 
fly  with  a  black  hackle  and  all  ruby  body,  no  blue. 

No.  6.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  light  blue  floss ;  tail,  a 
topg. ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  light  orange  floss ;  black  hackle, 
blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  silver  thread ;  wing,  mottled  argus, 
sprigs  of  tippet,  green  parrot,  and  gd.  pht.  tail,  well  mixed ; 
black  head. 

These  flies  vary  pretty  much  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  described,  from  7  to  11. 

THE   INCHIQUIN   FLY. 

Tins'  is  a  fly  used,  as  its  name  implies,  chiefly  on  the 
Tnchiquin  lake ;  but  it  is  a  standard  pattern  throughout 
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the  west  of  Ireland*  Tail,  brown  mallard,  and  some  purple 
fibres  from  the  peacock's  breast;  body,  fiery  red  pig's  wool 
(like  to  the  dark  red  hair  of  a  thorough  bog-trotter),  gold 
thread ;  a  red  hackle  at  shoulder ;  brown  mallard  wing, 
well  backed  with  strands  from  the  peacock's  breast.  Both 
body  and  hackle  may  be  made  darker  at  pleasure.  Hook, 
10  and  11, 

THE  LENNAN  AND  LOCH  FEBN  IN  DONEaAL. 

The  Inchiquin  fly  does  there,  and  it  will  do  better  if, 
instead  of  mallard  and  peacock  breast  wing,  plain  brown 
turkey,  or  gd.  pht.  tail  are  used.  The  body  and  hackle  can 
also  be  varied  by  being  made  more  or  less  sandy.  Hooks, 
8  to  10. 

THE   SHANNON. 

The  Shannon  is  a  very  large  and  heavy  river.  The 
water  in  places  is  very  rapid,  broken,  and  dangerous  to  the 
angler's  hopes,  as  it  often  occurs  that  the  place  where  a 
fish  is  hooked  is  so  infested  with  hidden  and  av^kward 
rocks  that  the  angler  is  obliged  to  hold  on  and  not  give  a 
yard  of  line  if  he  can  avoid  it.  The  water  at  Castle 
Connell  has  long  been  celebrated  as  a  first-class  sporting 
water,  and  here  the  salmon-fisher  frequently  has  magni- 
ficent sport.  At  Killaloe  the  water  is  more  open  and  easy. 
Lough  Derg,  an  expansion  of  the  Shannon,  gives  splendid 
big  trout-fishing,  and  when  the  fish  are  in  the  humour, 
large  numbers  are  taken  with  the  cross  line. 

The  large  heavy-water  Shannon  flies  are  very  showy 
affairs.  Here  is  one  dressed  for  me  by  poor  Blacker  years 
ago.     It  is  quite  a  work  of  art. 

No.  1  (see  Plate  XL  fig.  2).  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and 
lemon-yellow  floss ;  tail,  two  topgs.,  scarlet  ibis  and  blue 
macaw;  but,  bk.  osth. ;  body,  of  floss  silk,  in  joints  of 
various  colour,  pale  blue,  orange,  puce,  and  pea-green, 
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every  joint  being  mounted  by  a  turn  of  ost.  herl  of  the 
same  colour  as  the  joint,  and  over  this  a  hackle  of  the 
same  tint;  at  the  shoulder  one  or  two  gd.  pht.  rump 
feathers  are  used  as  hackles ;  gold  thread  warped  on  each 
joint  separately;  wing,  two  bright  yellow  macaw  feathers, 
with  black  streak  down  the  centre,  a  strip  of  dark-specked 
argus  on  either  side,  and  sprigs  of  tippet  ditto,  two  or 
three  slips  of  ibis  at  shoulder,  and  over  them,  on  either 
cheek,  a  small  feather  of  purple  lory,  two  or  three  large 
topgs.  over  all ;  blue  macaw  ribs,  and  black  head ;  hook, 
No.  2*  I  do  not  think  the  jointed  body  by  any  means 
necessary,  nor  is  it  used  generally  on  the  Shannon.  The 
wing  given  is,  I  know,  pretty  much  used,  when  the 
feathers  can  be  obtained,  but  the  yellow  macaw  feathers 
of  the  right  size  are  not  easy  to  obtain,  and  make  the  fly 
expensive  to  dress.  Probably  an  orange  body  would  answer 
all  requisites,  as  orange  is  in  favour  on  the  Shannon. 

The  next  three  flies  are  dressed  by  Stephen  Ellis,  of 
Killaloe,  one  of  the  best  practitioners  on  the  Shannon 
in  that  part,  and  they  are  considered  the  best  patterns 
which  can  be  put  on  the  river. 

.  No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  one 
large  topg, ;  body,  darkish  blue  floss,  silver  tinsel ;  blue  jay 
hackle  half-way  down  the  body ;  wing,  a  deep  red-orange 
feather  (cock  of  the  rock  might  do)  about  the  length  of 
the  hook ;  on  either  side  of  this  two  shorter  orange-yellow 
macaw  feathers,  and  a  smallish  tippet  outside  of  them, 
over  these  an  orange  hackle,  and  over  this  four  or  five 
large  toppings,  over  these  some  gd.  pht.  tail  and  gallina 
sprigs,  loose,  blue  macaw  ribs;  medm.  orange  ruflf  of 
mohr. ;  hook.  No.  4. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  medm.  green  floss;  tail, 
two  orange-yellow  toucan  points ;  body,  brightish  orange 
floss,  silver  tinsel ;  brown  oUve  hackle,  a  turn  or  two  of 
blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  short  cock  of  the  rock,  and 
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two  short  orange-yellow  macaw  or  toucan  feathers,  these 
not  quite  so  long  as  the  hook,  over  them,  mixed  sprigs  of 
gallina  stained  yellow,  blue  and  red  macaw ;  head  black 
hook.  No.  9. 

No.  4  is  a  fly  with  a  similar  body,  tinsel,  and  hackle, 
with  a  couple  of  yellow  toucan  points  for  tail,  and  a  wing 
of  mixed  points  of  yellow  stained  mallard,  tippet,  gallina, 
and  red  and  mauve  macaw ;  blackhead;  hook.  No.  10. 

These  two  flies  are  rather  grilse  flies ;  but  a  size  or  two 
larger,  they  do  equally  well  for  salmon.  The  list  is  rather 
a  short  one,  but  Mr.  Hurley,  of  Killaloe,  who  forwards  me 
the  patterns,  says  that — 

*  They  answer  for  all  the  stations  where  fish  are  killed 
in  any  quantity,  say  Limerick,  Castle  Gonnell,  and  Eailaloe. 
The  large  fly  is  only  adapted  fbr  heavy  water,  in  the  very 
commencement  of  the  season,  and  up  to  May  1.  The 
medium  size  orange  body  is  in  use  from  that  date  until 
June  1,  according  to  the  height  of  the  water ;  the  small 
blue  body  then  comes  in  for  both  peal  and  salmon  until 
the  close  time.' 

I  also  wrote  to  my  friend  Mr.  Brady,  the  inspector  of 
fisheries  for  Ireland,  to  ask  him  for  some  Shannon  patterns, 
and  he  sent  me  several,  as  the  handiwork  of  his  friend, 
Captain  C.  Dunne,  a  first-rate  angler,  and  if  I  may  judge 
of  his  productions,  a  first-rate  fly  tyer  also.  The  flies  he 
sends  are  capital  general  flies,  and  would  kill  anywhere. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  light  orange  floss;  tail, 
sprigs  of  green,  blue,  yellow  and  red;  body,  ruby  floss, 
silver  twist;  hackle,  medium  claret,  jay  at  shoulder;  wing, 
mixed  fibres,  red,  green  and  blue,  and  gallina,  with  a  small 
bunch  of  gd.  pht.  tipt.  in  the  middle,  two  slices  of  brown 
mallard  over,  red  macaw  ribs,  black  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  ruby  floss ;  tail,  red,  yellow, 
and  green,  and  gd.  pht.  tipt.  sprigs ;  body,  orange-yellow 
floss ;  tinsel,  hackles,  wing  and  bead  as  before. 
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No.  3  is  The  Claret  with  the  addition  of  a  few  dark 
blue  fibres  thrown  in  amongst  the  claret  body^  which  has 
a  very  pretty  effect,  and  a  jay  hackle  at  shoulder,  instead 
of  black.  The  wing,  too^  is  dressed  very  much  as  in  the 
last  two  flies. 

No.  4  is  il  Clarety  without  the  blue  fibres,  and  with 
ruby  floss  instead  of  orange,  at  the  tail  end  of  the  body ; 
jay  at  the  shoukler:  and  wing,  ats  in  the  last,  with  the 
addition  of  two  or  three  fibres  of  green  peack.  herl. 

No.  5«  Tag,  silver  twist  and  ruby  floss;  tail,  one  topg.; 
body,  blaciL  floss ;  hackle,  medm.  claret,  jay  at  shoulder, 
silver  twist;  wing,  as  above,  with  a  little  more  blue  in  it. 
Reduced  in  size,  this  is  a  capital  Connemara  white  trout 

fly. 

No.  6.  Tag,  as  in  the  last ;  tail,  mixed  fibres  as  above ; 
body,  greenish  olive-yellow  floss,  silver  thread;  hackle, 
brown  olive,  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  as  in  No.  1 ;  black 
head,  as  have  all  these  flies.^    Hooks^  7^  8,  and  9. 
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The  far-famed  lakes  of  KUlamey  often  hold  a  good  many 
salmon,  but  the  nets  and  cross  lines  make  single  rod  fish- 
ing rather  a  precarious  sport.  The  Flesk,  which  runs  into 
the  head  of  the  lakes,  is  a  pretty  little  river,  but  wants 
water  to  show  any  sport.  A  day  or  two's  rain,  however, 
brings  it  down,  when  the  fish  move  up  out  of  the  lakes, 
and  a  brace  or  two  may  then  be  taken  if  the  opportunity 
is  seized,  but  it  runs  down  almost  as  quickly  as  it  rises. 
The  Killamey  lakes  give  very  early  fish. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail,  tipt.  and  a  kgfr.  feather  ; 
but,  black  ost. ;  body,  darkish  medium  blue  floss ;  hackle, 
blue  jay  all  the  way  up,  orange  at  shoulder ;  wing,  brown 
turkey,  blue  macaw  ribs. 
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No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  a  topg.  and  bit  of  mallard 
and  kingfr.  feather ;  but,  red  wool ;  body,  darkish  medium 
blue  floss ;  hackle,  blue  jay  all  the  way  up,  orange  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  brown  turkey,  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  3.  Tag,  ruby  silk ;  tail,  mallard  and  tipt. ;  but, 
bk.  ost. ;  body,  pale  olive-green  floss,  gold  tinsel ;  hackle, 
medium  blue,  brown-olive  at  shoulder;  wing,  mixed  brown, 
turkey,  argus,  and  gd.  pht^  tail ;  head,  blue  ost. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  lemon -yellow  wool;  tail, 
flbres  of  mallard,  gallina,  a  topg.  and  kingfr.  feather ;  body, 
copper-cold.  mohr. ;  hackle,  med.  blue ;  wing,  brown  tur- 
key and  gd.  pht.  mixed,  with  fibres  of  blue  macaw ;  black 
head.  The  bodies  are  sparely  dressed.  Hooks^  Nos.  6, 
7,  and  8. 

THE  LAUKE. 

The  salmon  enter  Killarney  through  the  Laune,  in  the 
upper  part  of  whidi  good  sport  often  is  had.  The  Laune 
is  a  fine  wide  river,  rather  heavy  down  towards  Killorglin, 
but  streamy  and  likely  in  the  upper  reaches.  The  fish  do 
not  rest  long  in  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when 
they  make  at  once  for  the  lakes.  Later  on,  however,  good 
sport  may  be  got  in  it. 

No.  1.  Tag,  orange  floss ;  tail,  tipt.  sprigs ;  but,  black 
ost. ;  body,  half  bright  med.  green,  and  half  light  orange 
floss,  gold  tinsel  (narrow);  medm.  blue  hackle,  bn.  hackle 
(not  too  long  in  fibre)  at  shoulder;  wing,  brown  turkey, 
with  a  few  fibres  of  tipt.  and  blue  macaw  thrown  in. 

No.  2.  This  fly  resembles  the  last,  save  that  the  body  is 
in  four  joints:  ruby  red,  and  orange  alternately.  The 
main  hackle  is  blue  jay,  and  there  is  a  topg.  on  the  tail. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  tippet  sprigs  and  kingfr. 
feather;  but,  blk.  ost.;  body,  medm.  orange  floss,  gold  tinsel 
(narrow) ;  hackle,  grouse,  clipped  all  round ;  light  orange 
hackle   at  shoulder  (short);   wing,   a   tipt   feather,  gd. 
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pht.  tail  au  naturely  and  a  small  portion  stained  claret ; 
head,  black.  All  the  Laune  bodies  to  be  dressed  as  spare 
as  they  can,  the  hackles  short  in  fibre,  and  same  size  as 
Killarney  and  Plesk.  The  flies  for  Killarney,  the  Flesk, 
and  Laune,  were  tied  for  me  by  the  fishermen  there,  when 
J  was  fishing  in  that  quarter  some  years  ago* 

THE   LEE,  CORK. 

The  Lee  is  in  parts  rather  a  quiet  placid  river :  in  many 
places,  however,  it  breaks  out  into  fine  bold  pools  and 
streams,  which  form  the  very  beau  ideal  of  the  angler.  It 
is  not  a  very  early  river,  though  occasionally  giving  a  spring 
fish  or  two  to  the  persevering  angler ;  but  it  gives  capital 
sport  later  on. 

No.  1.  The  Ydlaw  Anthony. — Tag,  silver  twist;  tail,  a 
topg. ;  but,  a  scrap  of  yellow  mohr. ;  body,  bluish  silver- 
grey  wool  or  fur ;  fine  silver  twist ;  silver  grey  dun  hackle ; 
dirty  yellow  hackle  on  shoulder ;  mng,  a  bit  of  peacock 
with  mallard  over  it,  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  The  Orange  Anthony. — Tag  and  tail  as  before ; 
but,  a  scrap  of  orange  mohr. ;  body,  three  turns  of  darkish 
blue  mohr. ;  the  rest  bluish  silver-grey  as  before,  a  darkish 
blue  hackle  over  the  blue  part,  and  silver-grey  cuckoo  dun 
over  the  grey  part ;  medium  orange  hackle  on  shoulder ; 
wing,  as  before  with  kgfr.  on  either  cheek. 

No.  3  is  similar  to  No.  2,  save  that  for  orange  but  and 
hackle,  medium  claret  is  to  be  substituted,  and  a  few  tipt. 
sprigs  let  into  the  wing  and  no  kgfr. 

No.  4  is  similar  to  *No.  1,  save  that  it  has  blue  jay 
hackle  for  yellow,  some  tippet  sprigs  in  the  wing,  and 
kgfr.  at  the  cheeks. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  twist;  tail,  a  topping;  but,  claretmohr.; 
body,  two-thirds  bluish  silver-grey  fur,  cuckoo  dun  hackle 
over  it  to  match,  clipped,  the  rest  of  body  darkish  blue 
mohr.  with  medium  blue  hackle  over ;  silver  twist ;  brown 
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claret  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  stripe  of  g,  pt.  tail,  hrown 
mallard  and  peack.,  a  few  tipt.  and  black  partridge  fibres, 
blue  macaw  ribs,  kgfr.  at  cheeks ;  black  head. 

No.  6.  Tag,  gold  twist;  tail,  a  topg. ;  body,  dark  brown 
claret  pig's  wool;  gold  twist;  hackle,  very  dark  blue, 
blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  few  fibres  of  tipt.  and  bastd. 
bustd.  with  dark  brown  mallard  wing  over ;  blue  macaw 
ribs,  largish  kgfr.  at  cheeks ;  black  head. 

Blacker  used  to  dress  some  of  these  flies  in  distinct 
joints  with  a  short  hackle  at  either  joint,  as  in  his  *  spirit 
flies '  as  he  called  them,  but  it  does  not  make  any  addition 
to  their  attractiveness,  and  it  certainly  is  an  addition  in 
the  trouble  of  tying.  The  above  are  patterns  I  bought 
of  Hacket  of  Cork  when  fishing  the  rivers  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood some  years  since.     Hooks,  from  5  or  6  to  9. 

THE  BL^GKWATEB  (mALLOW). 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  of  the  Lee  flies  one  size  smaller  will 
do  for  the  Blackwater.  The  blue  doctor,  dressed  with 
medium  floss  body,  blue  jay  hackle  and  an  orange-yellow 
hackle  at  shoulder,  with  a  sober  wing  of  tipt.  and  green 
parrot  sprigs  and  brown  mallard  over,  and  black  head, 
does  well.  The  Orange  and  grouse  (see  Moy  flies)  with  a 
sober  tail  and  wing  of  g.  pt.  tl.,  brown  mallard,  green  and 
red  parrot  sprigs,  and  minus  the  puce  floss,  with  a  blue 
jay  hackle  at  shoulder,  is  also  a  favourite. 

The  following  three  flies  I  got  with  others  lately  from 
Mr.  Haynes,  of  Patrick  Street,  Cork.  His  flies  are  beauti- 
fully tied,  and  show  all  the  marks  of  a  first-rate  artist. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  fioss ;  tail,  bk.  part- 
ridge, tipt.  and  mallard  sprigs ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body 
grey  fur  (same  colour  as  in  the  Lee  flies)  for  one-third  of  the 
body,  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  medium  yellowish-green 
mohr. ;  hackles  to  match,  silver-grey  cuckoo  dun  (clipped) 
over  the  grey,  and  green  of  the  same  shade  over  the  green, 


THB  CABAGH  AND   WATERVILLK  30a 

orange  hackle  at  shoulder;  narrow  gold  tinsel;  wing^ 
(streaked)  g.  pt.  tl.,  brown  mallard  over,  sprigs  of  red  and 
green  parrot ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  gold  tinsel;  tail,  a  topg.  and  some  tipt. ;  but, 
black  ostrich ;  body,  darkish  blue,  claret  and  grey  fur,  with 
blue  claret  and  grey  hackles  to  match,  the  lower  (or  blue 
one)  clipped,  yellow  hackle  at  shoulder,  with  a  turn  or  so 
of  black  hackle  over  it ;  wing,  sprigs  of  bust.,  bn.  turkey, 
tipt.,  green  parrot,  and  brown  mallard  over ;  blapk  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  sprigs  of 
tipt.,  mallard,  green  mobr.,  and  gallina  stained  pale  blue ; 
body,  apple-green  floss,  fine  gold  twist,  blue  jay  hackle  all 
up,  orange  hackle  on  shoulder ;  wing  (streaked)  g.  pt.  tl., 
bust.,  green  parrot,  mallard  over ;  black  head.  The  orange 
and  grouse  and  apple-green  may  be  dressed  smaller  for 
summer  wear. 

THE  CARAGH  AND  LOUGH  CUBRANE  (wATERVILLe). 

The  upper  part  of  the  Caragh  resembles  the  Thurso 
somewhat,  being  rather  dull  and  heavy.  The  lower  part, 
however,  improves  and  gives  some  good  pools  and  streams. 
Lough  Currane  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water.  The  river,  however, 
is  short ;  it  yields  very  fine  white  trout  and  a  salmon  or 
two  on  any  tolerable  day. 

The  same  flies  kill  both  on  Lough  Currane  and  the 
Caragh,  and  they  are  for  the  most  part  of  much  the  same 
character  as  those  for  the  Lee  and  Blackwater,  greys, 
blues,  and  clarets  running  more  or  less  through  them. 

No.  1  is  like  No.  1  in  the  Lee  flies,  save  that  it  has  a 
medium  blue  instead  of  a  yellow  hackle  at  the  shoulder 
and  tippet  instead  of  peaek.  in  the  wing.  It  is  dressed  of 
large  sea  trout  size  for  summer  or  Nos.  10  or  11. 

No.  2  resembles  No.  3  in  the  Lee  flies,  save  that  the 
grey  and  claret  are  reversed  in  position,  and  the  hackle  at 
the  shoulder  is  medium  blue.    Hook,  No.  7. 
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No.  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  one  topg. ; 
body  and  hackles,  dark  blue  and  dark  claret  (half  and 
half) ;  gallina  stained  pale  blue  hackled  on  the  shoulder; 
fine  gold  twist ;  wing  (streaked)  g.  pt.  tail,  some  tipt., 
brown  mallard  over,  kgfr.  at  cheek ;  black  head ;  hook, 
7  or  8. 

No.  4.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss;  tail,  tipt 
and  mallard ;  body,  dark  blue  mohr.,  silver  twist ;  hackle, 
very  dark  blue,  blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing,  tipt,  peack., 
red  parrot,  and  mallard  over;  black  head;  hook,  10  or  11. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  brown 
mallard  and  tippet ;  body,  dirty  dark  brown  olive ;  hackle 
the  same,  light  orange  hackle  on  shoulder;  fine  gold 
twist ;  wing,  tipt.  bastd.  bustd.  and  bn.  mallard  over,  blue 
macaw  ribs;  black  head;  hook,  10  or  11. 

No.  6.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss ;  tail,  tippet,  a 
topg.,  green  parrot  and  maid. ;  body,  dirty  olive- yellow  pigs 
wool,  gold  twist ;  hackle,  medium  blue,  light  orange  on 
shoulder;  wing,  tippet,  gd.  pht.  .tail,  green  parrot  and 
bn.  mallard  over ;  hook,  8  and  9.  Years  ago,  I  had  this 
pattern  of  Blacker,  when  starting  up  to  Thurso,  and  I 
never  could  make  out  what  part  of  the  country  it  hailed 
from,  for  I  never  could  kill  with  it  though  much  liking  the 
look  of  the  fly,  and  often  trying  it.  Mr.  Haynes  has  solved 
the  mystery  for  me.  Finding  the  root  of  a  fly  is  more  in- 
teresting to  me  than  finding  Greek  roots  used  to  be. 

All  the  above  patterns  are  from  Mr.  Haynes,  as  are  those 
for  the  Kerry  Blackwater  which  follow. 

THE  KERRY   BLACKWATER. 

The  same  character  of  flies  prevail  here. 

No.  1  is  like  the  Lee  No.  1,  without  the  yellow  hackle 
at  the  shoulder,  and  with  a  little  claret  mohr.  as  a  tag  to 
counterpoise,  and  a  strip  of  red  parrot  in  the  wing. 
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No.  2  is  an  orange  Anthony  (Lee  No.  2)  without  the 
kingfr. 

No.  3  is  No.  2  in  the  Cork  Blackwater.  The  colours 
running  blue,  grey  in  the  middle,  and  claret,  with  a  yellow 
hackle  on  the  shoulder,  and  blue  jay  over  it;  wing,  tippet, 
hen  pheasant,  red  and  green  parrot,  and  bn.  mallard  over. 

No.  4  is  a  dark  blue  doctor  for  the  lower  two-thirds 
of  its  body,  the  upper  third  being  an  orange  floss ;  blue 
jay  hackle,  and  orange  at  shoulder ;  wing,  gd.  pht.  tippet, 
and  mallard  ;  blue  macaw  ribs,  and  black  head. 

No.  5  is  a  plain  yellow  Anthony,  with  a  bit  of  apple- 
green  floss  in  the  tag. 

No.  6.  Silver  tinsel  tag ;  tail,  mallard,  tippet,  and  mauve 
macaw ;  but,  blk.  ost. ;  body,  medm.  orange  floss,  fine  gold 
thread ;  greenish-olive  hackle,  blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing, 
peacock,  red  parrot,  yellow  swan,  and  brown  mallard  over ; 
blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head.  These  flies  vary  from 
7  or  8  to  10  or  11. 

THE   SUIR. 

To  obtain  patterns  for  the  Suir  and  Nore,  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brady,  and  he  most  kindly  forwarded  me  the  following 
patterns,  with  a  note  from  a  resident  on  the  river,  Mr. 
Staples,  an  extract  from  which  note  I  append. 

'  I"  have  not  fished  either  Nore  or  Suir  for  two  years. 
There  has  not  been  a  fish  up  the  Nore  past  Kilkenny  this 
year,  after  all  our  trouble  and  expense,  owing  to  the  per- 
fect system  of  poaching  established  on  that  unfortunate 
river  ;  I  have,  therefore,  only  a  few  old  patterns  to  send  you. 
The  two  flies  marked,  "  My  own  'pattern^  best  kind,"  I 
found  to  beat  every  other  fly  on  the  Suir,  tied  to  suit  the 
water,  large  or  small,  and  with  the  silk  body  either  blue, 
with  blue  hackle,  or  yellow  or  dark  orange,  over  dark  pur- 
ple or  dark  mauve-coloured  silk ;  in  this  manner  it  can  be 
varied  to  suit  any  taste ;  you  must  use  argus  pheasant 
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hackle  round  the  shoulders.     Both  these  flies  are  tied  by 
myself,  and  have  killed  many  fish. 

'  The  little  grey  fly  is  also  famous  on  the  Suir,  and  the 
other  flies  I  have  found  very  good  on  the  Nora.' 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  yellow  floss;  tail, 
sprigs  of  bastd.  bustd.  and  ibis ;  but,  black  ost. ;  body, 
red  plum-coloured  floss,  silver  twist ;  light  orange  hackle, 
argus  pheast.  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  good  bunch  of 
green  peack.  herl,  with  strips  of  brown  turkey  with  dun 
points  mixed,  one  topg.  over  all ;  black  head ;  hook.  No.  5. 
No.  2  has  a  similar  body  and  hackles ;  a  topg.  for  tail, 
and  lemon  tag ;  a  small  tippet  feather  for  under  wing,  a 
little  green  peack.,  some  bn.  mallard,  and  a  strand  or  two 
of  gallina  and  grey  mallard,  stained  yellow,  with  bine 
macaw  ribs.  See  for  the  varying  of  these  two  flies  to  Mr. 
Staples'  letter.     Hook,  No.  10. 

No.  3.  The  grey  fly  referred  to  is  not  much  bigger  than 
a  trout  fly ;  tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  bk.  osth. ; 
body,  a  turn  of  orange  floss,  and  the  rest  silver  grey  fur ; 
very  pale  yellow  hackle  at  shoulder  only ;  wing,  a  few  sprigs 
of  small  tippet,  brown  mallard  over  it,  and  yellow  gallina 
over  that  (wing  rather  thin) ;  black  head.  The  size  of 
the  flies  must  be  varied  to  suit  the  water. 

Subsequently  I  received  other  flies  through  Mr.  Brady, 
for  the  early  spring  fishing ;  I  select  two.  In  spring,  the 
bodies  are  tied  roughly  of  pig's  wool ;  silk  bodies  come  in 
later,  and  comprise  either  orange,  yellow,  or  green,  with  a 
red  hackle. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  tinsel,  and  bright  yellow  pig's  wool ; 
tail,  a  strand  or  two  of  bustd.,  gd.  pht.  tail,  red  parrot  and 
maid.;  body,  medm.  blue  pig's  wool  (dressed  large  and 
rough),  silver  tinsel;  blue  jay  hackle  at  shoulder;  wing, 
peacock  herl  (the  blue  eye  of  the  feather  forming  the  but 
end  of  the  wing) ;  head,  rough,  and  of  yellow  pig's  wool. 
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No.  5.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  black  pig's  wool ;  tail, 
green  peack.  herl,  some  tipt.  and  blue  macaw ;  body,  one- 
third  dirty  brown  red,  better  than  another  third  of  dirty 
olive-yellow  pig's  wool,  the  rest  black,  gold  tinsel ;  wing, 
peacock  herl,  with  the  eye  at  the  but  as  before;  head, 
rough,  of  red  pig's  wooL     Hooks,  respectively  3  and  4. 

THE  NOBE. 

The  patterns  for  the  Nore  are  also  from  Mr.  Staples. 

No.  1,  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  olive-yellow  pig's  wool; 
tail,  bustd.,  red  parrot,  and  a  topg. ;  body,  very  dark  pur- 
ple-blue pig's  wool  (rather  rough);  blue  jay  hackle  at 
shoulder,  moderate,  and  not  too  much  of  it ;  silver  tinsel ; 
wing,  a  bunch  of  green  peack.  herl,  with  brown  mallard 
over,  interspersed  with  a  little  grey  mallard,  stained  light 
yellow  or  buflf,  and  one  topg. ;  head,  olive-yellow  pig's 
wool. 

No.  2.  Tag,  gold  tinsel,  and  medm.  blue  pig's  wool ; 
tail,  blue  macaw ;  body,  olive-yellow  pig's  wool,  rough,  and 
picked  out  at  the  breast ;  hackle,  a  golden  olive  (or  rather 
orange)  with  a  vivid  black  centre,  at  the  shoulder,  gold 
tinsel ;  wing,  a  bunch  of  copper-cold,  peack.  herl,  and  a 
good  slip  or  two  of  blue  macaw  over  it.  This  is  a  striking 
looking  fly,  owing  to  the  hackle  chiefly. 

No.  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  lightish  blue  pig's  wool ; 
tail,  Indian  jay,  and  fibres  of  a  buflf  hackle ;  body,  dark 
red  (tending  to  claret)  pig's  wool,  rough  and  picked  out ; 
gold  tinsel ;  lightish  blue  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  as  in 
the  last  fly,  with  a  slip  of  red  parrot  or  macaw  added. 

No.  4  is  a  small  Gralway  pattern ;  tag,  gold  twist  and 
orange  floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  body,  lake  floss ;  hackle,  gal- 
lina  trimmed  on  the  breast ;  fine  silver  tinsel ;  a  turn  or 
two  of  blue  jay  on  shoulder;  wing  mixed  gd.  pht.  tail, 
gallina,  tippet,  bustd.,  mallard,  green  sprigs ;  blue  macaw 
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ribs,  and  a  short  kingfisher  feather ;  black  head.     The  flies 
run  from  No.  7  to  12. 

The  Nore  is  more  of  a  summer  river  than  the  Suir,  and 
the  above  patterns  will  kill  well  late  in  the  season. 

THE  BUSH. 

The  following  four  flies  were  also  made  for  me,  through 
the  agency  of  my  friend  Mr.  Brady,  by  Wm.  Doherty 
and  Son,  fly  tyers  of  Bushmills,  whose  handiwork  is  of  a 
very  neat  and  masterly  description,  and  who  are  the  best 
authorities  upon  all  flies  for  the  north  of  Ireland. 

No.  1  is  called  the  Butcher  Fly^  though  it  is  not  the 
fly  known  elsewhere  as  *  the  butcher.'  Tag,  silver  thread 
and  light  orange  floss ;  tail,  two  or  three  fibres  of  tippet, 
blue  macaw  and  mallard ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  dark  red  claret 
mohr.,  narrow  silver  tinsel;  hackle,  the  same,  lightish  blue 
hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  brown  mallard,  blue  macaw  ribs ; 
bk.  head. 

No.  2.  The  Judge. — Tag,  silver  thread  and  light  orange 
floss;  tail,  one  topg. ;  but,  peack.  herl  ;,body,  silver  tinsel ; 
hackle,  a  golden-olive  or  yellow-orange  (the  colour  is 
something  between  these  two),  red  orange  at  shoulder, 
blue  jay  over  it ;  wing,  mixed  of  peack.,  bustd,  with  a  few 
fibres  of  tippet,  two  topgs.  over,  and  blue  macaw  ribs; 
peack.  herl  head.     A  very  tasty  fly. 

No.  3.  The  McOildowny. — Tag,  as  before ;  tail,  same  as 
No.  1 ;  but,  peack.  herl;  body,  two  turns  of  light  orange  floss, 
the  rest  yellow  mohr. ;  narrow  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  a  dirty 
medium  brickdust  red  (dressed  only,  two-thirds  down),  blue 
jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  mixed  bustd.,  mallard,  tippet  (pretty 
plentiful),  and  a  little  peack.;  head,  peack.  herl. 

No.  4.  The  Erly. — This  is  the  same  as  No.  1,  save  that 
the  but  is  yellow  mohr.;  the  body  aad  hackle  are  some  two 
shades  lighter,  and  there  is  a  tippet  feather  for  the  under 
wing ;  hooks,  Nos.  6  and  7. 
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The  following  two  flies  are  from  Farlow's : — 
No.  1.  PowelVa  Fancy. — Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  orange 
floss ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  peack.  herl ;  body,  two  turns  of 
orange  floss,  the  rest  orange  pig's  wool  (lighter  towards 
tail,  darker  towards  shoulder),  gold  tinsel,  just  above  and 
beside  it,  a  narrow  thread  of  red,  almost  scarlet  flo§s;  hackle, 
bright  red  orange,  blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing,  gd.  pht. 
tail,  bastd.  bustd.,  bn.  mallard,  some  tippet,  grey  mallard, 
stained  yellow,  wood  duck,  red  macaw  ribs  ;  bk.  head. 

No.  2.  The  Orace. — Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  yellow  floss ; 
tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  bk.  ost. ;  body,  dark  rich  ruby  floss, 
thick  gold  twist;  hackle  bright  reddish  claret,  medm. 
orange  hackle  at  shoulder,  with  blue  jay  over  it ;  wings, 
peack.,  gd.  pht.  tail,  bustd.,  and  wood  duck,  one  topg.;  blue 
macaw  ribs ;  and  black  head ;  hooks,  No.  6  to  8. 

THE   BANN. 

The  following  four  flies  are  also  by  Wm.  Doherty  and 
Son : — 

No.  1.  The  OaribaMi  Fly. — This  is  an  invention  of 
Doherty's,  and  a  showy  looking  fly  it  is.  It  is  tied  in 
three  joints;  tag,  silver  thread  and  lemon  floss;  tail,  a 
topg. ;  but,  green  peack.  herl;  first  joint  yellow-orange,  three 
turns  of  silver  thread  at  joint,  then  yellowish-olive  hackle 
and  green  peack.  herl  above  it ;  second  joint  a  shade  redder 
orange,  hackle,  &c.,  as  before,  the  hackle  a  ruddier  tinge 
on  thp  olive;  third  joint  same  as  last,  with  light  claret 
hackle,  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  under  wing,  two  good  sized 
full  length  tipt.  feathers,  slips  of  brown  jay  on  either  side, 
a  topping  over  all ;  red  and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  head,  green 
peack.  herl. 

No.  2.  The  Golden-olive  Fly. — ^This  is  a  Ballyshannon 
pattern;  at  least  a  fly  very  much  resembling  it  is  used 
there.  Tag,  silver  thread,  and  medm.  blue  floss ;  tail,  a 
topg. ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  golden-yellow  floss  ;  gold 
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tinsel  and  gold  thread  side  by  side ;  hackle,  golden-olive, 
blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  mixed  bust.,  grey  maid.,  and 
peack.,  a  few  fibres  of  tipt.  and  red  parrot,  one  topg.,  red 
and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  The  Blue  Jay, — ^This  is  the  blue  docrtor  dressed 
with  jay,  instead  of  blue  hackle,  with  a  mixed  wing  as 
before,  and  one  topg. 

No.  4.  The  Oreen  Qrouae. — Tag,  gold  thread  and  reddish 
orange  floss  ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  but,  bn.  ostrich ;  body,  pea-green 
floss,  narrow  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  grouse,  yellow-olive  at 
shoulder ;  vdng,  mixed  bust.,  grey  maid,  and  tipt.,  one  topg. 
and  blue  macaw  ribs ;  head,  black  ost. ;  hooks,  from  4 
to  7. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

SALMON   FLIE8—<!ontinued. 

LIST  OF  VLTEB  FOB  'WALBS  AND  ENGLAND — JJiST  OF  SBA  TBOUT   FLIES. 

THE   USK, 

No.  1.  The  Llanover. — This  fly  being  the  production 
of  Lord  Llanover,  I  have  ventured  to  distinguish  it  by 
his  name.  It  is  one  of  the  best  killers  on  the  Usk.  Tag, 
silver  twist;  tail,  a  topg.  The  body  is  a  Namsen  body; 
hackle  at  shoulder,  a  dirty  smudgy  coch  y  bondu  hackle  ; 
wing,  mixed  brown  (mottled)  turk.,  bajst.  bust.,  pintail,  blue, 
yellow,  and  claret  swan  (the  first  most  plentiful),  a  topg. 
over  all,  blue  macaw  ribs  ;  and  peack.  herl  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  a  topg. ;  body,  one  half 
orange  and  yellow  pig's  wool  mixed,  the  other  half  lemon 
pig's  wool ;  hackle,  light  orange ;  the  hackles  in  all  Usk  and 
Wye  flies  are  long  and  full,  and  dressed  from  head  to  tail ; 
silver  tinsel ;  wing,  a  pair  of  bittern  hackles  with  strips  of 
bust,  and  wood  duck  over  them  ;  blue  macaw  ribs. 

No.  3.  Tag,  gold  twist ;  tail,  sprigs  of  g.  pt.,  sword  feather 
and  yellow  macaw ;  body,  olive  and  yellow  pig's  wool  mixed, 
doubled  gold  twist;  silver-grey  dun  hackle,  blue  jay  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  a  bunch  of  bronze  peack.  herl ;  hooks, 
from  5  to  8.    Patterns  from  Farlow. 

No.  4.  Another  fly  that  kills  well,  and  whiph  was  dressed 
for  me  by  one  of  the  Martins  of  Brecon  when  I  was  there,  is 
a  yellowish  buff  wool  body,  rather  full ;  bright  yellow  hackle, 
and  wing  of  a  pair  of  the  under  wing  feathers  of  the  snipe, 
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or  similar  ones  from  under  a  hawk's  wing,  stained  medium 
yellow ;  tail,  grey  maid.,  stained  yellow,  and  a  kgfr.  feather. 
This  fly  is  varied  with  a  lighter  buflf  body  and  a  grizzled 
blue  dun  hackle,  or  with  a  light  green  crewel  tail,  and  un- 
stained ribbed  feathers  from  under  the  woodcock's  wing. 

The  following  four  are  by  Peake,  of  Abergavenny,  a 
well-known  local  maker  and  first-rat€  practical  authority; 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  t€dl,  two  slips  of  red  parrot  and 
pale  blue  macaw ;  body,  dirty  yellow-orange  crewel ;  red- 
dish-orange hackle  (full),  gold  tinsel;  bunch  of  peacL  herl 
for  wing ;  head  of  the  same. 

No.  2.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  topg.,  and  two  long  sprigs 
of  red  macaw ;  body,  medium  brown  crewel,  narrow  gold 
tinsel ;  hackle,  red  orange  with  a  black  centre ;  wing,  bn. 
specked  turk. ;  head,  peacL  herl.  This  fly  is  varied  with 
a  tail  as  in  No.  1 ;  body,  dirty  brown  orange ;  and  hackle, 
dark  grizzled  blue  dun. 

No.  3.  Tail  and  tag  as  in  No.  1 ;  body,  medium  orange 
floss,  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  lemon-yellow,  with  red  lake  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  bn.  specked  turk. ;  head,  black  ostrich. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  red  parrot ;  body,  dirty  yel- 
low, inclining  to  orange  wool,  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  lemon- 
yellow,  scarlet  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  bunch  of  peack. 
herl ;  head,  the  same ;  hooks,  about  6  and  7. 

THE  WYE. 

The  Usk  flies  do  well  also  on  the  Wye  ;  but  I  add  some 
flies  which  I  obtained  of  the  keeper  at  Builth  when  there, 
which  I  found  first-rate  killers. 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  a  topg.,  a  bit  of  wood  duck 
and  scarlet  ibis ;  body,  rather  full,  of  bright  yellow  golden 
floss ;  the  hackle  longish  and  full,  and  of  a  peculiar  shade 
of  oUve-yellow,  which  is  obtained  by  staining  a  medium 
blue  dun  a  pale  yellow,  this  gives  it  an  olive-greenish 
yellow  tint  of  a  very  taking  look ;  wing,  two  good  clearly 
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marked  bittern  hackles ;  the  best  bitterns'  hackles  to  use 
are  those  of  a  yellowish  tint,  and  on  which  the  ribbed 
markings  are  most  distinct ;  one  g.  pt.  tg.  over. 

No.  2  is  a  fly  of  somewhat  similar  kind,  save  that  the 
body  is  of  a  lemon-yellow  floss  ;  and  the  hackle  a  fine  blue 
dun  hackle,  long  and  full,  the  bluest  that  can  be  got, 
fine  gold  tinsel ;  the  wing  and  tail  as  before ;  body,  fattish  ; 
hooks,  about  No.  6  or  7  and  smaller  for  summer. 

No.  3-  is  dressed  after  the  fashion  of  No.  1,  the  body, 
however,  being  of  the  same  colour  as  the  flesh  of  a  cooked 
salmon  ;  the  hackle,  blue  dun,  long  and  fall ;  wing  and  tail 
as  in  No.  1. 

Add  to  the  above  the  Dhoon  fly,  there  called  the  canary. 
See  the  Thurso  for  the  dressing  of  it. 

THE  DOVEY  OB  DEIFI. 

No.  1.  The  WeUhmobu^s  Fancy. — ^Tag,  gold  tinsel  and 
orange  floss;  tail,  a  topping,  and  gallina  stained  pink; 
but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  red  wool,  silver  tinsel ;  hackle, 
claret  and  golden-olive  laid  together  and  wound  on  simul- 
taneously;* pale  blue-dun  hackle  (unstained)  at  shoul- 
ders; wing,  strips  of  mallard,  brown  mottled  turkey, 
bastard  bustard,  gallina,  pale  dirty  pink  swan ;  blue  macaw 
ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  The  Captavn. — This  is  a  jointed  fly.  Tag,  gold 
thread ;  tail,  a  topping  and  tippet ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body, 
in  four  joints.  The  first  jeint  is  composed  one  half  of  dark 
orange,  and  the  other  of  dark  red  floss,  just  below  the 
joint  a  few  turns  of  fine  gold  thread,  above  this  a  small 
cock  of  the  rock  feather  put  on  as  a  hackle.  The  next 
joint  is  bright  yellow  and  dark  red  floss,  gold  thread,  and 
cock  of  the  rock  hackle  as  before.  The  third  and  fourth 
joints  are  of  yellow  and  black  floss,  gold  thread,  and  cock 

*  This  will  be  found  easiest  to  do  either  by  stripping  one  side  of  the 
hackle,  or  by  preparing  the  hackles  and  laying  one  within  the  other. 


874  THE  CONWAY. 

of  the  rock  hackle  as  before,  at  the  shoulders  blue  jay; 
wing,  brown  mottled  turkey  with  brown  mallard  over  it, 
blue  macaw  ribs  and  black  head.  Add  to  these  two  flies, 
^PowelVs  Fancy '  (see  the  Bush)  and  *  Tlie  Baker y  dressed 
smallish,  and  there  are  four  killers  for  the  Dovey.  Hooks, 
from  6  to  10,  or  even  smaller  in  low  water.  Patterns  from 
Farlow's. 

THE   CONWAY. 

The  following  patterns  were  sent  to  me  by  C.  Blackwall, 
Esq.,  the  secretary  of  the  Conway  Club ;  and  the  patterns 
may,  therefore,  be  thoroughly  relied  on.  They  are  all 
capital  general  flies,  and  would  kill  on  many  rivers : — 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  medium  blue  floss;  tail, 
sprigs  of  yellow  swan,  wood  duck,  and  Indian  jay  (the 
blue  out  of  the  wing) ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body,  one-third 
yellow  floss,  the  rest  olive-green  with  a  few  strands  of 
yellow  pig's  wool,  silver  tinsel;  lightish  claret  hackle, 
blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  two  jungle  cock  (medium 
length),  sprigs  of  tippet,  wood  duck  (plenty),  a  strip  of 
red  swan  or  red  macaw,  golden  pheasant's  tail  (pleQty)^ 
blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  The  BlacJcwalL — Tag,  as  before ;  tail,  a  topping 
and  a  small  blue  chatterer  feather;  but,  black  ostrich; 
body,  half  medium  orange  floss,  half  redder  orange  mohair, 
broadish  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  claret  a  shade  darker  than 
No.  1,  short  wood  duck  hackle  at  shoulder;  wings,  two 
medium  jungle  cock,  tippet  sprigs,  slips  of  wood  duck, 
two  toppings ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head.  This  fly  is 
Mr.  Blackwall's  own  fancy,  said  to  be  very  deadly,  and  I 
have  given  his  name  to  it* 

No.  3.  Tag,  as  before ;  tail,  a  topping  with  slips  of  wood 
duck;  but,  black  ostrich;  body,  medium  orange  floss; 
hackle,  coch  y  bondu  stained  claret,  blue  jay  at  shoulder; 
wing,  fibres  of  tippet,  slips  of  wood  duck,  golden  pheasant's 
tail  over,  blue  and  red  macaw  ribs ;  black  head  (the  blue  jay 
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to  be  tied  outside  the  wing).     This  is  the  old  Conway 
pattern. 

No.  4.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  yellow  floss ;  tail,  yellow 
swan,  tippet  and  wood  duck  sprigs ;  but,  black  ostrich  herl ; 
body,  lightish  medium  blue  floss ;  hackle,  the  same,  tinsel 
silver ;  a  little  short  wood  duck  tied  on  at  breast  hackle- 
wise,  also  a  tippet  feather  as  a  hackle  over  it ;  wing,  two 
medium  jangle  cock  feathers,  slips  of  tippet,  golden 
pheasant  tail  over  this,  and  short  wood  duck  slips  over 
that ;  black  head. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  medium  blue  floss ;  tail,  a 
topping  and  some  wood  duck ;  but,  black  ostrich ;  body, 
silver  tinsel ;  dark  claret  hackle  with  a  strand  of  yellow 
^ilk  laid  on  under  and  beside  it,  blue  jay  at  shoulder; 
wing,  plenty  of  wood  duck  slips,  tippet  sprigs  over,  brown 
mallard  and  golden  pheasant  tail  over,  a  sprig  or  two  of 
yellow-olive  swan,  blue  macaw  ribs ;  black  head. 

These  flies  may  be  varied  in  size  to  suit  the  water,  and 
will  be  found  quite  sufiicient  for  the  river.  The  sizes  sent 
to  me  vary  from  5  to  9. 

THE  TOWET  AND  TIVEY  OR  TEIFI. 

One  or  two  friends,  of  whom  I  expected  to  obtain  flies 
of  these  rivers,  having  failed  me,  I  was  obliged  to  ask 
assistance  in  the  columns  of  the  *  Field,'  and  a  great  many 
flies  were  sent  me.  It  would  be  impossible  to  describe 
them  all.  I  have,  therefore,  made  a  selection  of  those 
which  are  best  spoken  of.  Lord  Llanover  very  kindly 
sent  me  some  patterns.     I  append  three  of  them. 

No.  1.  Tail,  the  red  rump-feather  of  the  golden  pheasant, 
and  the  extreme  point  of  blue  jay's  feather;  body,  yellow 
crewel,  silver  tinsel;  silver-grey  hackle  (longish  fibre); 
wings,  a  bunch  of  coppery  peacock  herl.  The  other  two 
flies  are  very  similar,  only  the  bodies  are  orange  crewel, 
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and  the  hackles  a  trifle  darker^  and  the  tinsel  gold.  All 
these  flies  kill  well  also  on  Usk. 

The  two  following  flies  are  from  Mr,  Harrison,  of  Lam- 
peter : — 

No.  1.  The  Gamekeeper. — Tag,  gold  tinsel  and  peacock 
herl;  tail,  a  topping  and  some  golden  pheasant  sword 
feather  fibres;  the  body  is  somewhat  difficult  to  decide 
on,  being  well  washed ;  it  appears  to  be  of  a  red-brown 
or  burnt  sienna-coloured  mohair,  gold  tinsel ;  hackle, 
greenish  olive,  darkish  blue  at  shoulder;  wing,  a  short 
tippet  and  golden  pheasant^s  rump  feather,  over  this  bus- 
tard, with  golden  pheasant's  tail  (the  streaked  feather),  the 
latter  much  predominating ;  head,  peacock  herl. 

No.  2  is  a  pattern  of  Mr.  Harrison's  own  devising. 
Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  a  small  tippet  feather ;  body,  two 
turns  of  yellow  crewel,  the  rest  of  light  red  crewel  the 
usual  colour  of  blotting-paper,  silver  tinsel ;  lightish  brown 
hackle,  medium  blue  at  shoulder ;  wings,  blue  hackle  point 
same  colour  as  the  shoulder,  golden  pheasant's  tail  (the 
streaked  feather). 

The  following  is  one  of  three  sent  me  by  Mr.  Whitlow, 
of  Twickenham.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  red  parrot ;  but, 
black  ostrich ;  body,  olive-yellow,  narrow  gold  tinsel ; 
hackle,  light  brown-red,  blue  jay  at  shoulder ;  wings,  ligbt 
dun  turkey  with  a  few  dark  blurred  spots  on  it ;  head,  black 
ostrich. 

Mr.  Whitlow  also  sent  a  somewhat  similar  fly  with 
apple-green  body  and  hen  pheasant's  wing.  Hooks  5,  6 
and  7,  and  smaller  for  fine  water. 

The  Butche>'  (No.  2  dressing)  kills  well  also  in  the  Tivey. 

THE   CORTHY. 

The  following  two  flies  for  the  Corthy  were  also  for- 
warded by  Mr.  Harrison ;  and  the  patterns  are  good  both 
for  salmon  and  sewin : — 
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No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail,  scarlet  ibis;  body,  blot- 
ting-paper red  crewel,  naiTow  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  pale 
lemon;  wings,  light  speckled  turkey  stained  a  bright 
ochre-yellow. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  scarlet  ibis ;  body,  light 
yellow  crewel,  tinsel  and  hackle  as  before ;  wing,  two  slips 
of  blue  macaw  and  two  of  white-tipped  black  turkey. 
Both  of  the  above  are  strange,  unnatural,  inharmonious 
sort  of  flies ;  but  there  is  no  accoxmting  for  taste,  especially 
of  fishes.     Hooks  9  to  11. 

THE   DEE. 

The  accompanying  flies  were  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Town- 
shend,  of  Wrexham,  who  obtained  them  for  me  from 
Colonel  T.,  a  noted  angler  on  the  Dee.  The  Dee  flies 
are  very  sober  and  plain. 

No.  1.  Tag,  gold  tinsel;  tail,  a  small  tippet  feather; 
body,  bronze  peacock  herl,  gold  tinsel ;  brown-red  hackle 
at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  mixture  of  brown  turkey  and  thin 
peacock  herl  fibres  from  near  the  eye  of  the  feather ;  head, 
peacock  herl. 

No.  2.  No  tail ;  same  body,  coch  y  bondu  hackle ;  wing, 
two  short  hackles,  crimson-red  with  a  lake  tinge,  set  on 
either  side  with  a  bunch  of  long  fibres  from  a  cock  phea^ 
sant's  tail  between  them ;  peacock  herl  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  sprigs  of  tippet ;  body,  as 
before ;  dark  olive-brown  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  bunch 
of  fibres  from  rump  of  speckled  brown  hen  with  fibres  of 
tippet  on  either  side ;  head,  as  before. 

No.  4.  Tail,  a  scrap  of  teal  slightly  stained  olive  i  body, 
medium  brown  mohair,  silver  thread;  coch  y  bondu 
hackle  at  shoulder;  wing,  mottled  peacock,  with  a  few 
fibres  of  the  same  stained  yellow  for  ribs ;  head,  peacock's 
herl.     Hooks  from  5  to  8. 
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THE   TAWE  AND   TORKIDGE. 

These  three  patterns  are  from  Farlow's : — 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail,  a  topping  and  red  and 
blue  macaw;  but,  black  ostrich;  body,  three  turns  of 
medium  orange  floss,  the  rest  of  darkish  blue  pig's  wool; 
broad  silver  tinsel;  medium  blue  hackle,  blue  jay  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  a  darkish  blue  hackle,  slice  of  brick-red 
swan  and  darkish  grey  speckled  turkey ;  black  head. 

No.  2.  Tag,  silver  thread  and  ruby  floss ;  tail,  a  top- 
ping; but,  black  ostrich;  body,  palish  yellow  wool ;  medium 
claret  hackle,  a  light  orange  hackle  (inclining  rather  to  pale 
brick-red)  a.t  shoulder ;  wing,  brown-speckled  turkey,  pea- 
cock, a  few  sprigs  of  bastard  bustard  and  grey  mallard, 
slightly  brown  at  tips,  over  all ;  black  head. 

No.  3.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  topping ;  but,  black 
ostrich;  body,  bright  canary-coloured  floss,  gold  tinsel; 
hackle,  the  same  colour,  blue  jay  on  shoulder ;  wing,  light 
and  mixed  sprigs  of  bustard,  tippet,  wood  duck,  gallina 
over,  topping,  and  blue  macaw  ribs;  black  head.  In  the 
early  spring,  a  butcher  dressed  smallish  is  a  first-rate  fly 
for  these  rivers.     Hooks,  from  5  to  9. 

SEA  TROUT  FLIES. 

*  Well,  Mr.  Francis,'  methinks  I  hear  the  reader  remark, 
*  you  have  given  us  a  rare  long  list  of  salmon  flies,  but 
what  about  sea  trout  flies  ? ' 

Sea  trout  flies  are  a  sort  of  connecting  link  between 
common  trout  and  salmon  flies ;  and  first  I  will  give  you 
a  list  of  flies  used  more  or  less  on  the  Tweed,  where  they 
are  termed  whitling  flies,  and  it  shall  go  hard  but  some  of 
these  flies  shall  kill  sea  trout  wherever  they  are  found  to 
rise  in  Scotland.  The  sizes  of  sea  trout  flies  run  from  the 
No.  12  hook  in  the  salmon  scale  down  to  about  three 
sizes  smaller. 
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No.  1.  Of  all  the  sea  trout  flies  I  know  of  this  is 
about  the  best.  It  will  kill  almost  anywhere ;  either  in 
Scotland,  Ireland,  or  England.  Tail,  a  short  tuft  of 
orange-yellow  floss  silk;  body,  a  dark  ruddy  brown  or 
brown-red  (something  the  colour  of  dark  red  hair)  pig's 
wool,  fine  silver  twist;  hackle,  coch  y  bondu  (red  with 
black  centre);  wing,  two  strips  of  bright  teal.  Three 
sizes  of  this  fly  should  always  be  kept  on  hand  from  the 
largest  to  the  smallest  sea  trout  size. 

No.  2.  Much  the  saxne  dressing;  the  body  bright 
orange  with  a  black  hackle.     Medium  size. 

Na  3.  Tail  as  before ;  body,  lower  half,  dark  red ; 
upper  half  black;  hackle,  coch  y  bondu,  the  black  tint 
of  the  hackle  predominating ;  wing,  teaL     Medium  size. 

No.  4«  Tail  as  before^  body,  black  ostrich  herl,  silver 
thread  ;  hackle,  coch  y  bondu  ;  wing,  bright,  well-marked 
teal.     Two  sizes. 

No.  5.  Tail,  short  golden  floss ;  body,  ruddy  orange, 
gold  thread ;  red  hackle,  with  a  scrap  of  black  at  the  but 
of  the  feather ;  wing,  the  brown  speckled  feathers  from  a 
woodcock's  tail,  or  the  rump  of  a  brown  speckled  hen. 
Medium  size* 

No.  6.  Tail  as  before ;  body,  lower  half  dirty  orange ; 
upper  half  black,  fine  gold  thread ;  hackle,  coch  y  bondu ; 
wing,  two  slips  from  a  dun  feather,  either  landrail  or  the 
lighter  part  of  partridge  tail.     The  smaller  sizes. 

No.  ?•  The  White  Tip. — I  never  did  a  great  deal  with 
this  fly,  but  it  is  a  standard  Tweed  pattern,  so  I  give  it.  Tail, 
short  orange  floss ;  body,  black  ostrich  herl,  silver  thread ; 
hackle,  dark  coch  y  bondu,  with  only  a  little  red  at  the 
tips  of  the  fibres ;  wing,  two  shreds  from  the  black  and 
white  wing  feather  of  a  wild  drake,  three-fourths  black 
and  one-fourth  a  bright  white  tip. 

If  one  of  these  seven  flies  do  not  stir  the  sea  trout,  on 
Tweed  and  many  another  Scotch  river,  the  angler  may  go 
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home,  as  far  as  sea  trout  are  concerned.  These  are  all 
dressed  by  Jamie  Wright  of  Sprouston,  on  whom  my  beni- 
son,  for  they  are  perfection. 

Here  is  a  batch  for  the  west  of  Ireland,  which  I  got 
years  ago  from  McGrowan  of  Bruton  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  formerly  a  light  of  science  at  Ballyshannon, 
but  now  a  Saga  on  Norwegian  mysteries.  They  are  capital 
patterns,  and  not  easy  to  beat ;  I  have  killed  *  wales  o* 
fish  '  with  some  of  them,  particularly  with  No.  1. 

No.  1.  Tail,  a  whisk  from  the  cock  of  the  rock's  breast 
feather ;  body,  light  claret-red  pig's  wool ;  hackle,  the 
same,  finish  gold  tinsel;  imder  wing,  a  fragment  of 
golden  pheasant  tippet,  over  it  brown  mallard;  black 
head.     Medium  size. 

No.  2.  Tail,  sprigs  of  golden  pheasant  tippet,  and 
teal;  body,  dirty  reddish  brown  (almost  the  colour  of  dark 
cow's  hair),  gold  thread;  red  hackle  with  a  black  but 
to  it  from  the  shoulder ;  wing,  mixed,  bustard  predomina- 
ting, with  fibres  of  gallina,  two  or  three  sprigs  of  golden 
pheasant  tippet,  and  sword  feather  with  peacock's  breast ; 
head,  peacock's  herl.     Large  size. 

No.  3.  Tag,  pale  blue  floss;  tail,  sprigs  of  golden 
pheasant  tippet,  and  fine  blue  macaw  points ;  body, 
golden  yellow  floss,  gold  thread ;  hackle,  dark  olive,  with 
one  turn  of  jay  at  shoulder ;  wing,  mixed  golden  pheasant 
tail  and  tippet,  brown  mallard  and  g^-llina ;  head,  black. 
Small  size. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  thread  and  orange  floss;  tail,  a 
small  orange  toucan  feather ;  body,  dark  blue  floss ;  black 
hackle,  fine  silver  tinsel;  wing,  gold  pheasant  tail  (the 
streaked  feather),  and  tippet,  with  some  teal  aver ;  head, 
black.     Small  size. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  twist  and  ruby  floss;  tail,  mixed 
sprigs  of  golden  pheasant  tippet,  gallina,  and  fine  blue 
macaw  sprigs ;   body,  dark  blue  floss,  gold  thread ;  black 


NORTH  WEST   OF   IRELAND   SEA  TROUT.  381 

hackle,  with  a  red  brown  one  at  shoulder ;  wing,  bustard, 
with  fibres  of  gallina  and  golden  pheasant  tippet  over; 
head,  black.     Size  largish. 

No.  6.  Tag,  gold  thread  and  a  bit  of  lemon-yellow 
crewel ;  tail,  red  parrot ;  body,  medium  purple  claret  pig's 
wool  picked  out,  silver  tinsel ;  red  hackle  only  at  shoulder ; 
wing,  bright  teal ;  head,  black.     Size  medium. 

Here  are  a  number  of  patterns  for  the  west  and  north- 
west of  Ireland,  collected  by  myself  on  the  spot.  I  have 
found  them  to  be  first-rate  killers,  and  do  not  hesitate 
strongly  to  commend  them.  Here  is  a  capital  fly  for 
Erris,  which  not  only  will  slaughter  white  trout,  but  when 
the  water  is  low  will  kill  salmon.  It  was  given  to  me  by 
a  gentleman  who  had  lived  for  years  at  Bangor,  and  who 
had  fished  all  the  streams  in  that  part  incessantly.  I 
killed  baskets  of  white  trout  with  it,  and  although  the 
river  was  so  low  that  there  had  not  been  a  salmon 
killed  for  weeks,  on  the  first  morning  that  I  was  there 
we  went  out  on  the  Owenmore,  played  and  lost  one 
salmon  and  killed  another  of  eleven  pounds. 

No.  1.  Tail,  a  few  sprigs  of  blue  jay;  body,  two 
turns  of  medium  blue  floss,  the  rest  black  pig's  wool 
mingled  with  a  few  fibres  of  lightish  brown  or  dirty  grey 
fur  to  give  the  body  a  sort  of  rusty  appearance,  silver 
thread ;  black  hackle ;  wing,  plain,  from  the  jay's  wing, 
choose  a  bit  which  is  dark  towards  the  but.     Two  sizes. 

No.  2.  Tag,  golden-yellow  floss ;  tail,  sprigs  of  red 
and  green  parrot,  and  golden  pheasant  tippet;  body, 
black  pig's  wool,  silver  thread;  black  hackle,  with  two 
turns  of  jay  at  shoulder;  wing,  mixed,  of  brown  and 
grey  mallard,  fibres  of  golden  pheasant  with  four  or 
five  sprigs  of  blue  macaw.  Size,  full.  With  this  fly  I 
once  killed  nearly  a  cwt.  of  white  trout  in  one  day  on 
the  Doohullah  lakes.     It  is  a  great  Connemara  favourite. 

No.  3.  Tail, -a  small  topping;  body,  one  turn  of  ruby 
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floss^  the  rest  of  black  floss,  silver  thread ;  black  hackle 
only  one-third  down ;  wing,  a  darkish  bit  from  a  jay's 
wing.  Size  small.  Good  in  the  Newport  river,  and  most 
of  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  that  neighbourhood. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  a  sprig  or  two  of  brown 
mallard;  body,  dark  blue  wool  well  picked  out;  red 
hackle  only  at  shoulder ;  wing,  from  jay's  wing-feather, 
with  a  light  brownish  tinge  preferred.     Size  small. 

No.  5.  Tag,  silver  thread ;  tail,  grey  mallard ;  body, 
apple-green  floss ;  red  hackle,  silver  thread ;  wing,  mot- 
tled woodcock.  The  last  two  flies  are  good  on  the  Lennan 
and  at  Gweedore,  and  generally  on  the  north-west  of 
Donegal.     Largish  size. 

No.  6.  Tag,  light  orange  floss ;  tail,  golden  pheasant 
tippet  sprigs  ;  body,  medium  blue  pig's  wool  picked  out 
slightly;  black  hackle  (only  at  shoulder),  silver  thread; 
wing,  brown  mallard,  small  speckled  gallina,  a  few  shreds 
of  red  parrot  and  blue  macaw.  A  capital  Connetnara 
pattern.  I  have  done  very  well  with  it  at  Ballynahincb. 
Medium  size. 

No.  7.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  light  orange  floss;  tail, 
blue  jay  and  yellow  macaw;  body,  lightish  blue  pig's 
wool ;  hackle,  the  same  colour,  silver  thread ;  wing,  jay's 
wing — a  lightish  feather.     Connemara.     Medium  size. 

No.  8.  Tag,  as  before;  tail,  jay  and  tippet;  body, 
bright  pea-green  floss,  silver  tinsel ;  red  hackle ;  wing  as 
before.     Connemara.     Medium  size. 

No.  9.  Tag,  gold  tinsel;  tail,  golden  pheasant  tippet 
sprigs ;  body,  light  orange  floss ;  wing  and  hackle,  a  grouse 
hackle  left  full  and  long  on  back  and  clipped  on  the  breast. 
Connemara.     Medium  size. 

Four  patterns  from  Nicholson  of  Galway : — 

No.  1.  Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  orange  floss;  tail,  tippet 
and  blue  and  green  sprigs;  body,  blue  mohair,  rough; 
hackle,  red ;  wing,  jay's  wing. 
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No.  2.  Tag,  as  before ;  tail,  as  before ;  body,  yellow 
mohair,  rough,  silver  thread;  wing,  jay's  wing — darkish 
feather. 

No.  3.  Tag  and  tail  as  before;  body,  two-thirds  light 
claret  mohair,  one-third  at  shoulder  dirty  yellow;  black 
hackle :  wing,  dark  jay  with  some  tippet  over. 

No.  4.  Tag,  silver  tinsel,  dark  blue  floss ;  tail,  tippet 
and  sword  feather  with  yellow  sprigs ;  body,  black  mohair 
with  a  little  dark  red  picked  out  at  the  shoulder,  silver 
tinsel ;  hackle,  black ;  wing,  dark  jay,  and  some  tippet 
sprigs  over.  All  these  flies  have  black  heads,  and  are 
dressed  of  large  size. 

I  had  some  patterns  sent  me  specially  for  Erris  rivers  and 
lakes,  more  particularly  for  Maxwell's  river — the  Ballycroy 
river — a  very  famous  white  trout  river,  in  which  my  friend 
Mr.  S.,  who  rented  it,  as  I  have  before  stated,  for  some  years, 
killed  magnificent  baskets  of  white  trout,  many  of  them 
running  up  often  to  five  and  six  pounds  weight.  Four  of 
these  flies  are  very  much  alike ;  the  bodies  vary  a  little 
in  the  shade  of  orange;  the  tags  are  all  silver  tinsel 
and  ruby  floss ;  the  tails  a  sprig  or  two  of  golden  phea- 
shant's  tail ;  they  all  have  the  somewhat  unusual  appen- 
dage to  a  white  trout  fly,  of  a  black  ostrich  but.  The 
bodies  are  pig's  wool,  more  or  less  of  a  red  or  yellow-orange, 
gold  thread.  One  of  them  is  half  orange  and  half  black. 
The  hackles  are  black ;  wings  of  two,  brown  mallard ;  in 
the  other  two  a  bit  of  peacock's  wing  or  hen  pheasant's 
is  thrown  in.  The  fifth  fly  is  a  very  pretty  one :  no  tail 
or  tag ;  body,  lake  floss,  then  orange  floss,  and  then  lake 
again ;  hackle,  a  yellow-olive ;  black  hackle  at  shoulder, 
amidst  which  on  the  breast  a  fibre  or  two  of  dark  blue  and 
claret  mohair  is  tied  in ;  wing,  landrail  and  brown  mallard, 
with  a  small  topping  over.  I  should  think  this  fly  would 
be  in  request.     It  is  a  very  pretty  pattern — the  body 
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smacks  a  little  of  the  Moy«     They  all  have  black  heads, 
and  are  of  medium  size. 

Here  are  half  a  dozen  for  Lough  Currane  (or  Waterville), 
They  were  sent  me  by  Haynes  of  Cork,  whose  small  flies 
are  perfection. 

No.  1.  Tag,  a  few  turns  of  gold  thread;  tail,  a  few 
sprigs  of  tippet ;  body,  dark  sandy  red  (red  hair  red),  gold 
thread.  Hackle,  red — when  held  up  to  the  light  golden- 
olive  ;  wing,  a  darkish  bit  of  bustard.     Largish  size. 

No.  2.  Tag  and  tail  as  before ;  body,  very  dark  claret 
pig's  wool,  gold  thread;  very  dark  blue  hackle,  a  nice 
streaky  bit  of  cock  pheasant.     Largish  size. 

No.  3.  Tag  and  tail  as  before ;  body,  claret,  two  shades 
lighter  than  the  last  fly;  hackle,  the  same  colour,  gold 
thread;  argus  hackle  at  shoulder  (grouse  may  be  sub- 
stituted in  default);  wing,  well  mottled  hen  pheasant; 
black  head.     Same  size  as  the  last  two  flies. 

No.  4.  Tag  and  tail  as  before;  body,  medium  brown 
pig's  wool,  gold  thread;  medium  blue  hackle;  wing,  speckled 
cock  pheasant.     One  size  smaller  than  the  last  three. 

No.  5.  Tag,  gold  tinsel;  tail,  brown  mallard;  body, 
dark  brown  claret,  gold  thread ;  black  hackle,  with  medium 
brown  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing,  a  few  fibres  of  speckled 
cock  pheasant,  and  over  them  dark  jay's  wing;  black  head. 
Same  size  as  first  three. 

No.  6.  Tag,  gold  tinsel;  tail,  brown  mallard;  body, 
three  turns  of  orange  floss,  the  rest  black  ostrich  herl; 
black  hackle ;  wing,  dark  cinnamon,  partridge  tail  is  hardly 
long  enough  in  the  fibre — there  is  an  Indian  pheasant 
which  has  the  feather.     One  size  smaller. 

I  now  give  half  a  dozen  patterns  for  the  Caragh,  which 
will  kill  on  most  of  the  Kerry  rivers.     They  are  also  by 
Haynes,  and  are  not  inferior  to  the  last. 
No.  1.  Tail,  two  grey  mallard  strands;  medium  blue 
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floss  body,  silver  tinsel;   hackle  same  colour  as  body; 
wing,  jay's  wing.     Small  size. 

No,  2.  Tail,  three  strands  of  brown  mallard;  body, 
dirty  yellow  orange,  gold  thread;  medium  blue  hackle; 
light  jay's  wing. 

No.  3.  Tag,  silver  thread;  tail,  three  strands  of  bus- 
tard ;  body,  one  third  medium  orange  floss,  the  rest  silver 
grey  fur,  silver  thread ;  hackle,  smoky  blue  dun ;  wing, 
darkish  jay's  wing. 

No.  4.  Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail,  brown  mallard ;  body, 
iiue-third  golden-yellow  floss,  the  rest  hare's  ear ;  hackle, 
red  (light  transparent  olive  when  held  up  to  light) ;  wing, 
jay's  wing,  with  dark  but  to  the  feather. 
■  No.  5,  Mallard  tail ;  medium  orange  floss  body,  gold 
thread ;  wing  and  hackle,  light  tawny  grouse  hackle,,  only 
at  the  shoulders,  and  clipped  on  the  breast. 

No.  6.  Tail,  grey  mallard;  body,  lightish  olive-green 
pig's  wool  roughish,.  fine  gold  thread ;  wing,  a  rather  light 
coloured  bit  of  speckled  cock  pheasant  tail,  a  wad  of  the 
same  being  tied  on  at  the  breast  as  a  hackle,  and  then 
clipped.  All  these  flies  are  of  the  smallest  size  used  for 
sea  trout. 

With  such  a  list  of  sea  trout  flies  as  I  have  here  given, 
any  lake  or  river  in  the  kingdom  can  hardly  feil  to  be  well 
suited* 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

FLY    DRESSING. 

HOW  TO  DRESS  THE  TROUT  FLT — THE  UBTHOD  OF  DRBSSIKO  THE   SAI.HON  FLT. 

The  Trout  Fly. — Some  persons  trust  entirely  to  their  tackle 
makers  for  their  flies,  and  will  not  go  to  the  trouble  of  tying, 
or  learning  to  tie,  their  trout  flies.  I  myself  trust  to  my 
tackle  maker  for  my  general  supply  of  flies,  but  there  are 
times  when  the  capability  of  tying  a  fly  will  secure  one  a 
good  day's  fishing,  when,  but  for  the  power  to  do  so,  the 
angler  might  see  fish  rising  but  be  unable  to  bring  them 
to  hook.  As  it  will  offcen  happen  that  the  angler  will 
desire  to  tie  a  fly  by  the  river-side,  it  will  be  well  that  he 
should  learn  to  tie  them  by  the  use  of  hts  fingers  alone. 
It  may  be  more  difficult  at  first,  but  the  best  tyers  (pro- 
fessional tyers)  very  seldom  use  anything  else,  and  it  is  a 
mere  matter  of  practice.  Most  amateurs,  however,  prefer 
to  use  a  vice  to  hold  the  hook,  and  the  vice  for  trout  flies 
is  a  small  brass  table  vice,  and  can,  with  spring  tweezers, 
also  a  common  requisite,  be  bought  at  most  respectable 
tackle  makers.  The  only  other  implements  required  are 
a  neat  sharp-pointed  pair  of  scissors  and  a  dubbing  needle, 
which  last  should  be  a  stout  needle,  fixed  in  a  handle  like 
a  bradawl,  and  with  a  rounded  blunt  point,  so  as  not  to 
cut  the  silk  when  used  to  pick  out  the  fibres  of  dubbing. 
The  easiest  fly  to  dress  is,  of  course,  the  simple  palmer. 
Suppose  we  take  the  common  red  palmer.  Choose  hook 
and  gut ;  lash  on  the  gut  with  the  finest  and  strongest  silk 
you  can  procure  in  the  ordinary  way,  only  do  not  begin 
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quite  at  the  head  or  end  of  the  hook,  leave  space  enough  for 
two  or  three  turns  of  the  silk  bare  of  lashing  in  order  to  finish 
the  fly  off  at ;  having  lashed  on  the  gut  down  towards  the 
bend,  take  either  a  piece  of  crewel  or  silk,  or  even  two  or 
three  (according  as  you  require  the  substance  of  the  fly  to 
be)  peacock's  or  ostrich  herls,  break  off  the  weak  points,  lay 
the  herls  together,  and  tie  the  ends  in  a  mass  on  to  the 
bend  of  the  hook  (see  Plat^XIII.  fig.  1 ) ;  then  select  a  hackle 
from  the  neck  of  a  red  cock — chose  a  two-year  old  cock  in 
preference  tp  a  young  one,  as  his  colours  will  be  better 
and  his  feathers  stronger.  As  your  fly  be  larger  or  smaller, 
and  you  need  the  fibre  to  be  longer  or  shorter,  so  you 
will  choose  one  nearer  to  or  farther  from  the  head  ;  having 
settled  this,  prepare  the  hackle  by  snipping  a  little  bit  off  on 
each  side  nearthetip(see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  10),  so  that  the  fibres 
may  not  be  tied  in.  Then  comes  the  question  whether  you 
desire  your  palmer  to  be  dressed  with  hackle  all  over  from 
head  to  tail,  whether  it  shall  be  dressed  half-way  down,  or 
only  at  the  shoulder  of  the  fly.  If  the  hackle  is  to  go  from 
tail  to  head,  it  is  tied  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  herl. 
If  not,  then  the  silk  must  be  warped  up  from  the  tail  to 
the  required  spot ;  and  having  tied  on  the  tip  of  the  hackle, 
you  must  carry  the  silk  on  to  the  shoulder  of  the  fly,  and 
fix  it  with  a  half  hitch.*  Then  take  hold  of  the  peacock's 
herls  and  wind  them  round  and  round  the  hook  side  by 
side,  up  to  the  silk,  when  seize  them  down  with  two  or 

*  This  is  one  way,  and  the  one  commonly  adopted.  My  own  plan,  how- 
ever, is  to  lash  in  the  tip  of  the  hackle  while  I  am  tying  the  hook  to  the  gut, 
when  the  hackle  is  to  be  either  from  the  middle  of  the  body  or  at  the 
shoulder  only  (this  plai  makes  the  body  less  clumsy) — of  course,  if  it  is 
to  run  from  head  to  tail,  op  tail  to  head  rather — the  hackle  should  be  tied 
in  at  the  same  time  as  the  herl  op  cpewel.  As  it  is  very  liable  to  bpeak 
and  the  body  then  comes  to  pieces,  to  prevent  this,  some  persons  spin  the 
herls  round  on  the  silk  by  twipling  them  together ;  then  turning  them  on 
the  hook,  silk  and  all,  and  avoiding  the  hackle,  cany  silk  and  herl  to  the 
head  simultaneously,  and  tie  of^the  herl  with  the  silk  without  trouble,  and 
snip  off  the  end. 

cc  2 


388  THE   HACKLE. 

three  bums  of  the  silk  and  a  half  hitch  (see  Plate  XIII. 
fig.  2) ;  cut  oflF  the  refuse  herl,  not  too  closely ;  touch  the 
fastening  with  a  drop  of  shell-lac;  varnish  to  make  all 
secure.  Then  take  hold  of  the  hackle  either  with  the 
fingers  or  spring  tweezers,  and  taking  care  that  the  fibres 
point  in  the  right  direction,  wind  it  carefully  on  up  to 
the  head  of  the  fly,  until  it  reaches  the  silk,  pressing  the 
fibres  down  so  that  they  point  tail  wards  while  doing  so ; 
then  seize  it  down  and  tie  oflF  as  in  the  case  of  the  herl 
(see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  3) ;  cut  oflf  the  refuse,  not  too  closely, 
leaving  a  scrap  of  the  quill  still  on,  which  lap  over 
and  tie  down  firmly,  finishing  off  with  the  silk  to  the 
end  of  the  hook;  nip  the  silk  off  and  touch  the  tie 
with  varnish,  and  you  have  a  red  palmer.  Of  course  all 
other  palmers  are  tied  in  the  same  way.  When  they  are 
very  large  and  thick  fibred,  two  or  more  hackles  are  used. 
Some  tie  them  both  on  together,  and  wind  them  on  at  the  . 
same  time ;  and  some  use  one  up  first,  and  then  tie  on 
another.     The  first  plan  is  the  best. 

A  winged  fly  is  simply  a  palmer  with  the  addition  of 
wings,  and  with  three-quarters  of  the  legs  taken  away 
(fig.  4  shows  the  wings  simply  added).  For  the  legs 
of  an  ordinary  fly,  prepare  a  small  piece  of  hackle  of  the 
requisite  length  of  fibre ;  tie  the  end  on  at  that  part  of  the 
hook  where  the  thorax  of  the  fly  would  be.  This  may  be 
done  either  when  the  hook  is  being  tied  on  to  the  gut,  or 
afterwards,  when  the  body  is  being  warped  on,  a  turn  of  the 
silk  being  taken  over  the  herl  or  dubbing  to  secure  it 
while  the  hackle  is  being  tied  on.  The  silk  is  then  wound 
up  to  the  shoulder ;  the  body  worked  up  to  it  and  tied  off; 
two  or  three  turns  of  the  hackle  are  then  taken,  by  which 
time  that  too  will  reach  the  shoulder,  and  can  be  tied  off, 
when  the  wing  is  pUt  on,  and  all  is  finished.  But  be 
sure  not  to  overhackle  your  fly ;  it  makes  it  lumpy  and 
unnatural ;  and,  as  a  rule,  nine  fly  tyers  in  ten  overdo  this. 
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No  fly  has  more  than  six  legs,  and  the  imitation  is  none 
the  more  faithful  for  having  sixty.     Some  flies  have  the 
hackle  put  on  from  tail  to  head,  like  a  palmer   or   the 
sedge  fly,  as  I  have  shown;  others  have  this  same  make, 
but  the  hackle  is  much  more  thinly  laid  on.    When  this  is 
the  case,  strip  off  the  fibres  from  one  side,  and  only  tie  on 
the  single  side  left  on  the  quill  (see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  10).  Be 
sure  you  strip  off  the  right  side,  or  you  will  find  the  hackle 
will  not  roll  on.     To  tie  on  the  wing,  select  carefully  a 
fragment  of  some  feather,  as  the  wing  of  jay,  pheasant, 
starling,  or  blackbird,  and  this  is  stripped  off  neatly,  care 
being  taken   not  to   split   or   separate   the   fibres.     The 
wing  being  held  between  one  finger  and  thumb,  the  but 
end  of  the  fibres  are  pinched  together  by  the  other  so  as 
to  compress  them  without  if  possible  bending  .or  doubling 
up  the  wing  (see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  12).     This  is  then  laid  to 
the  head  of  the  hook  and  set  in  the  direction  it  is  desirable 
to  make  it  stand,  and  two  or  three  turns  of  the  silk  taken 
over  it,  the  silk  being  then  fastened  off  in  the  usual  way. 

If  a  pair  of  wings  are  to  be  set  on,  it  is  as  well  to  pick  a 
strip  of  two  separate  feathers  from  both  wings  of  the  bird ; 
by  this  means  the  feathers  will  set  properly,  and  each  wing 
of  the  fly  will  have  the  bright  and  glossy  aide  outwards,  and 
exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the  fish.  Lay  the  strips  side  by 
side,  and  hold  them  between  the  finger  and  thumb.  Then 
nip  the  buts  of  the  feathers  with  the  other  finger  and 
thumb,  so  as  to  get  the  wing  into  as  good  a  shape  as  pos- 
sible for  tying  on.  Lay  the  feathers  to  the  hook,  and  take 
two  or  three  turns  of  the  silk  firmly  over  them  to  secure 
them,  and  if  the  set  of  the  wings  be  satisfactory,  part  them 
with  a  needle,  and  clip  off  the  refuse.  It  is  always  advis- 
able to  make  flies  not  less  than  twelve  hours  before  using, 
so  as  to  allow  the  varnish  to  set.  Some  flies  require  tails, 
and  some  tinsel  to  mark  the  joints  of  the  fly.  When  this  is 
the  case,  after  lashing  on  the  gut  and  taking  one  half  hitch 
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to  secure  it,  lay  the  tail  to  the  hook  just  above  the  bend 
— ^it  is  usually  composed  of  two  or  three  fibres  of  some 
feather — ^and  lap  it  on  securely.  Tie  in  the  tinsel  with  the 
dubbing  (see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  5) ;  and  after  having  wound 
on  the  dubbing  and  fastened  it  oflF,  wind  the  tinsel  on 
spirally,  with  a  gap  between  each  turn,  and  tie  off  in  the 
same  way  as  the  dubbing.  A  complete  fly  of  this  kind  is 
shown  in  fig.  6.  In  some  flies  it  is  the  custom  to  wind  on 
the  tinsel  the  reverse  way  to  the  hackle,  and  by  winding  it 
over  the  hackle,  the  hackle  is  bound  on  very  securely 
indeed,  which  if  it  be  a  weak  one  is  very  advantageous. 

As  various  materials  are  used  for  the  bodies  or  dubbing 
of  trout  flies,  diflferent  methods  of  applying  it  must  be 
adopted.  Where  herl,  or  quill,  or  silk  is  used,  the  process 
is  tolerably  pimple ;  but  fur  of  some  kind — as  hare's  ear, 
water-rat's  or  mole's  fur,  &c. — is  occasionally  used,  and 
when  this  is  the  case,  the  following  plan  is  adopted :  Pick 
out  as  much  fur  as  is  required ;  break  it  up  and  pull  it 
well  to  mix  it  thoroughly;  distribute  it  in  a  little  row  or  heap 
along  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  then  rub  it  backwards  and  for- 
wards between  the  hands,  or  with  two  fingers,  until  it  hangs 
together  in  something  like  consistence  (see  Plate  XIII. 
fig.  13).  Then,  the  silk  being  well  waxed,  lay  the  fur  along 
it,  and  twirl  the  silk  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  so  as  to 
twist  the  dubbing  round  it  and  incorporate  it  with  the  silk 
(fig.  14).  Then  wind  the  dubbing  on  as  high  up  the  hook  as 
may  be  required ;  then,  detaching  and  pulling  off  any  sur- 
plus dubbing,  finish  the  silk  off  in  the  usual  way  and  touch 
with  varnish.  Then  with  the  dubbing  needle  pick  out  the 
stray  hairs  and  such  of  the  fur  as  may  seem  superfluous, 
trimming  off  with  a  keen  pair  of  scissors  (taking  care  in 
these  rather  delicate  processes  not  to  sever  the  silken 
thread),  imtil  the  body  is  satisfactory  in  its  proportions. 
When  fur  dubbing  is  used,  the  silk  is  often  apt  to  get 
frayed  for  tying  off  the  hackle  and  wing,  and  some  difficulty 
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is  experienced  in  tying  in  the  tip  of  the  hackle.  The 
latter  process  can^  as  I  have  said,  be  carried  out  when 
lashing  the  gut  on,  so  as  to  avoid  the  needless  return  of 
the  silk  up  towards  the  head  of  the  fly.  I  prefer  this  plan 
myself.  The  dubbing  can  then  be  wound  on,  the  single 
thread  tied  oflF,  the  hackle  wound  over  it,  the  same  thread, 
tying  oflF  the  hackle  and  wing  afterwards.  But  such  as  may 
prefer  it  can  use  a  double  thread,  by  commencing  to  lap 
on  the  gut  in  the  middle  of  the  silk,  beginning  with  a  half 
hitch,  and  leaving  half  the  silk  hanging  down  at  the  head, 
and  so  wind  on  to  the  tail  with  the  other  half  (see  Plate 
XIII.  fig.  7),  the  tail  thread  being  used  to  work  the  dubbing, 
while  the  upper  thread  ties  off  the  hackle  and  wings.  This 
is  certainly  the  safest  plan  should  the  dubbing  thread  fray  at 
all.  There  are  some  feathers  used  as  hackles  which  in  their 
natural  state  would  be  too  thick  in  the  quill  and  heavy  in 
the  fibre  for  a  delicate  trout  fly,  as  grouse  and  woodcock 
hackles,  &c.  These  are,  like  the  hackles  in  some  instances, 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  stripped  on  one  side  (see  Plate 
XIII.  fig.  11).  The  object  is  to  get  ofl^  as  much  of  the  quill 
as  possible  without  breaking  the  feather,  and  to  be  careful 
that  the  right  side  of  the  feather  be  stripped  away,  as  if  the 
wrong  one  be  taken  oflf  it  wiH  be  difiicult  to  wind  it  on.  If 
the  operator  winds  the  feather  away  from  him,  he  must  lay 
the  feather  with  the  outside  (the  brighter  side  of  the  two) 
upwards,  and  strip  off  that  side  of  it  which  is  on  the  left 
hand.  If  he  winds  the  feather  towards  him,  of  course  the 
reverse  side  must  be  taken  off.  There  is  a  method  of 
preparing  a  hackle  also,  though  this  is  chiefly  used  in 
salmon  flies,  but  if  it  be  thought  desirable  the  plan  can 
equally  well  be  adopted  for  trout.  Take  hold  of  the  tip 
of  your  hackle  with  a  pair  of  spring  tweezers,  put  them 
over  whichever  finger  be  most  convenient  for  the  length 
of  the  hackle  on  the  left  hand,  bend  the  hackle  back  until 
you  can  take  hold  of  the  but  of  it  between  the  finger  and 
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thumb,  the  bright  or  upper  face  of  the  hackle  lying  down- 
wards towards  the  knuckles  (see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  8),moisten 
the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand,  and  taking  the  two 
sidesofthehackle between  them,  press  them  together,  gently 
drawing  them  back  towards  the  but  of  the  feather  at  the 
same  time.  Continue  this  process  the  whole  length  of  the 
hackle  until  the  fibres  remain  in  an  angular  position  with 
respect  to  the  quill  and  each  other  instead  of  flat  as  pre- 
viously (see  Plate  XIII.  fig.  9).  In  this  manner  the  hackle 
can  be  laid  on  very  neatly,  and  the  fibres  will  point  all  one 
way  with  great  regularity,  albeit  the  legs  of  a  natural  fly 
by  no  means  do  so,  and  in  this  respect  our  neatness  rather 
overdoes  nature.  In  comparing  the  colours  of  the  material 
with  those  of  the  natural  fly,  a  due  allowance  should  always 
be  made  for  the  wetting  which  the  fly  gets,  as  this  fre- 
quently deepens  and  darkens  the  colour  two  or  three 
shades.  Always  wet  the  fly  before  comparison.  Even  the 
very  laying  on  of  the  materials,  paiiiicularly  in  bodies,  will 
deepen  the  colour.  The  waxing  of  «ilk  will  deepen  it 
many  shades.  All  this  should  be  borne  in  mind,  for  the 
fly  which  on  the  hook  will  resemble  those  flitting  over  the 
water  to  a  nicety,  will,  when  on  the  water,  be  two  or  three 
shades  darker,  and  will  not  consequently  resemble  it  at  all, 
and  colour  is  a  'point  beyond  aU  others  on  which  the  fish 
are  very  critical. 

HOW  TO  DRESS  A  SALMON  FLY. 

In  referring  to  the  various  parts  of  a  salmon  fly,  I  must 
refer  the  reader  to  Plate  VIII.  fig.  8  : — a  is  the  tag ;  6,  the 
tail ;  c,  the  but ;  d,  the  tinsel ;  e,  the  body;/,  the  hackle; 
g,  the  shoulder  hackle ;  A,  the  under  wing ;  i,  the  upper 
or  over  wing;  j,  the  cheek;  fc,  the  head;  and  I,  the 
loop. 

Some  persons  also  dress  a  salmon  fly  by  the  aid  of  their 
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fingers  alone,*  and  others,  more  particularly  with  the  more 
complicated  flies,  use  a  vice  and  all  the  other  implements 
already  mentioned  for  trout  flies;  but  the  vice  to  be  used 
for  salmon  flies  must  be  larger  and  more  powerful  than 
that  employed  in  the  making  of  trout  flies.  Again,  some 
persons  tie  the  gut  to  the  hook,  as  in  trout  flies;  and 
though  this  is  the  neater  plan,  perhaps,  and  makes  the 
fly  swim  more  accurately,  it  is,  not  safe,  as  the  gut  at  the 
head  of  the  fly  soon  gets  wounded,  and  then  your  fly  is 
useless  for  ever.  Some  lash  a  piece  of  stout  single  or 
treble  gut,  doubled  on  to  the  shank  of  the  hook,  leaving  a 
small  eye  just  above  the  end  of  the  shank,  and  through 
this  eye  a  strand  of  gut  is  passed  and  made  fast  by  a  knot, 
hitch,  or  jamb.  The  other  end  having  a  loop  is  looped 
on  to  the  casting  line.  And  this  is,  perhaps,  the  more 
clumsy  and  coarse  plan  as  it  thickens  the  shank  of  the 
hook,  and  adds  bulk  to  the  fly.  Some,  again,  employ 
hooks  which  have  an  eye  at  the  end  of  the  shank  already 
forged,  and  though  this  in  time  is  apt  to  fret  and  wear  the 
gut  somewhat,  it  is,  if  the  tie  be  looked  to  now  and  then, 
not  only  the  neatest  and  safest  way,  but  the  fly  is  safe 
until  it  is  pulled  to  pieces  or  smashed  against  a  stone. 
The  fly  tyer  can  adopt  any  of  these  plans  which  he  may 
think  fit.  The  gut  loop  is  the  most  common  plan,  so 
I  will  briefly  describe  it.     Take  the  best  bit  of  salmon  gut 

*  Professional  tyers  seldom,  even  with  salmon  flies,  use  a  rice.  Their 
fingers  answer  all  purposes,  and  they  get  on  so  much  more  rapidly  than  the 
amateur,  and  obtain  so  much  more  precision,  by  carrying  out  only  one  pro- 
cess at  a  time  when  tying  flies  in  bulk  or  large  numbers.  For  a  certain 
time,  for  example,  they  will  tie  nothing  but  bodies,  and  then  haying  selected 
a  good  stock  of  the  various  coloured  dubbings  required,  no  time  is  lost  in 
hunting  for  each  separate  colour.  There  they  lie  ready  to  hand,  and  a  pinch 
is  picked  off  one  after  the  other  as  it  is  required,  and  the  tyer  goes  on  tying 
bodies,  perhaps  two,  three,  or  four  dozen  or  more,  all  of  the  same  pattern, 
until  the  dubbing  is  exhausted,  when  hackles,  and  then  wings,  are  served 
in  the  same  way.  The  result  of  this  practice  is  wonderful  accuracy,  quick- 
ness, and  neatness. 
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you  have,  round  and  thick — it  is  the  best  economy,  one 
ordinary  strand  will  cut  into  about  four  loops — double  it, 
leaving  one  end  somewhat  longer  than  the  other,  bite  the 
gut  that  is  to  be  lashed  to  the  shank  well  up  and  down 
between  the  teeth  to  ensure  its  not  drawing ;  then  lay  it 
to  the  hook,  and  with  a  fine  strong  doubled  thread  of 
glovers'  silk,  or  any  other  silk  that  is  fine  and  strong,  well 
waxed,  begin  at  the  head  or  shoulder  and  lash  it  firmly  on, 
leaving  a  gut  loop  as  in  Plate  XIV.  fig.  2.    And  here  I  may 
pause  to  say,  always  get  the  best,  newest,  finest,  and  strongest 
silk  you  can  buy  for  money.      It  is  not  always  easy  to 
obtain.     Old  silk  is  pretty  sure  to  get  rotten,  and  rotten 
silk  is  an  abomination.     It  always  fails  you  just  when  it 
should  not,  just  as  you  are  tying  in  or  tying  off  a  hackle, 
and  want  to  make  an  unusually  strong  and  tight  hitch. 
You  must  have  two  or  three  colours ;  the  lighter  ones  are 
best,  white  best  of  all,  yellow  next,  and  then  red;  avoid 
green  or  black,  as  those  dyes  rot  the  silk,  green  especially. 
Having  tied  in  your  loop,  leaving  a  good  long  end  of  silk 
hanging  down,  proceed  to  business ;   and  here,  again,  I 
must  pause  to  bid  you  observe  that  you  do  not  commence 
to  tie  the  gut  on  quite  up  to  the  end  of  the  hook,  as  ob- 
serve in  the  cut.     If  you  do,  you  make  an  unsafe  and 
clumsy  shoulder  to  the  fly.     Now  put  your  hook  in  the 
vice,  if  you  use  one,  as  most  amateurs  do.     The  young 
tyer  particularly  will  want  all  his  fingers  about  the  fly,  and 
will  not  find  it  at  all  easy  to  hold  the  hook  and  tie  too. 
He  may  possibly  come  to  it  in  time,  but  at  first  he  will 
find  his  vice  a  great  convenience ;  and  if  he  be  a  wealthy 
man,  and  can  afford  to  buy  one  o'f  those  splendid  vices  of 
Holtzapfel's,  in  Cockspur  Street,  which  cost  some  3J.  or 
4i.,  and  by  which  the  hook  can* be  twisted  about  in  any 
direction,  no  doubt  he  will  realise  the  convenience  of  the 
same.     Having  fixed  his  hook  firmly,  by  the  aid  of  the 
loose  silk  hanging  from  the  bend  of  the  hook  he  must  tie 
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on  the  tsLgy  which  is  usually  a  bit  of  tinsel ;  tie  on  the 
fragment  of  tinsel  firmly,  making  a  long  turn  of  the  silk 
first  over  the  end  of  the  tinsel,  as  far  down  towards  the 
bend  of  the  hook  as  he  wishes  to  go,  and  then,  lapping 
round  lightly  back  towards  the  head  of  the  fly,  so  as  not 
to  have  to  go  over  the  same  ground  with  the  silk  twice,  and 
having  fixed  the  end  firmly  and  taken  a  half  hitch  (see  Plate 
XrV.  fig.  2),  twist  the  tinsel  two  or  three  times  round  the 
hook,  so  that  each  turn  shall  be  evenly  side  by  side.  Tie 
the  remainder  of  the  tinsel  oflF  firmly  with  a  couple  of 
turns  and  a  half  hitch,  and  cut  off  the  fragment,  but  not 
too  closely  to  the  silk  or  it  may  happen  to  slip  out  sub- 
sequently. It  often  happens  that  a  turn  or  two  of  floss 
silk  will  be  added  to  the  tag;  when  tying  off  the  tinsel 
the  end  of  a  fragment  of  floss  silk  must  be  inserted 
in  under  the  tie  and  tied  in,  the  tying  silk  still  being 
worked  back  towards  the  head.  The  floss  is  then  served 
in  the  same  fashion  as  the  tinsel,  and  cut  off.  Then 
comes  the  tail,  which  is  usually  a  small  topping  or  some 
other  fragment  of  feather.  If  two  or  three  sorts  of  feathers 
or  fibres  be  used,  care  must  be  taken  to  make  them  all  lie 
together  and  in  the  same  direction,  which  is  usually,  in 
the  case  of  a  topping  or  other  whole  feather,  bending  up- 
wards and  slightly  away  from  the  bend  of  the  hook ;  having 
placed  the  feathers  on  the  back  of  the  hook,  take  three 
laps  of  the  silk  and  a  half  hitch.  If  a  but  is  required — as 
is  often  the  case,  as  it  serves  to  set  off  and  add  brilliancy 
to  the  fly,  besides  hiding  the  tie  and  the  stump  of  the  tail — 
after  taking  two  turns  of  the  silk,  nip  it  with  a  pair  of 
spring  tweezers,*  and  let  them  hang  down  so  as  to  keep  the 

*  The  fly  here  will  require  two  pairs  of  them  ;  they  should  be  short  and 
strong,  and  of  the  shape  shown.  He  will  also  require  two  pairs  of  scissors, 
one  of  a  stoutish  build,  such  as  a  pair  of  nail  scissors,  for  cutting  rough 
feathers,  tinsel,  &c,  and  one  very  fine  pair  to  nip  off  fine  fibres  neatly. 
The  points  of  these  should  always  be  in  good  order.  They  should  be  kept 
in  a  leathern  sheath,  and  out  of  the  ken  of  all  females,  or  they  will  be 
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silk  in  its  place.  Plate  XIIL  fig.  8  shows  the  spring  tweezers 
holding  the  «nd  of  a  hackle.  Then  take  a  strand  or  two  of 
peacock  or  ostrich  herl,  or  whatever  substance  be  selected, 
tie  on  the  end  of  it  as  in  the  former  processes  (see  Plate 
XrV.  fig.  3),  take  two  or  three  turns  of  it,  taking  care  that 
the  fibres  of  the  herl  point  towards  the  tail,  and  then  tie 
and  fieisten  off.  Next  comes  the  body  and  the  tinsel: 
as  the  simplest,  we  will  suppose  that  the  body  is  of 
silk.  Cut  off  enough  floss  to  make  the  body  and  to  spare, 
also  as  much  tinsel  as  may  be  needed,  and  tie  the  ends  of 
them  in  close  down  to  the  but  in  the  usual  way  (see  Plate 
XIV.  fig.  4).  If  the  hackle  is  to  reach  from  head  to  tail, 
the  point  of  the  hackle  must  also  be  tied  in.  If  only  half  or 
two-thirds  of  the  way  down  the  body,  it  can  be  tied  ia  after 
the  silk  and  tinsel  is  tied  in  at  its  proper  place,  and  then  left 
to  hang  (fig.  4);  the  tying  silk  is  then  wound  on  up  to  the 
shoulder,  and  there  hangs  also  until  required.  Now,  having 
clean  fingers  (for  floss  easily  discolours  and  loses  its  gloss  if 
handled  with  soiled  digits),  smooth  the  floss  out  and  pull  it 
so  that  it  lies  perfectly  even  and  flat,  and  then  wind  it  care- 
fully round  and  round  the  hook,  so  as  to  make  one  round, 
even,  shining  body  of  floss  silk.  Simple  as  this  may  seem, 
it  is  not  easy  to  turn  out  a  first-rate  silk  body.  The  body 
should  gradually,  but  imperceptibly,  increase  a  little  in 
thickness  towards  the  shoulders;  when  it  reaches  the 
tying  silk  tie  off  the  floss  and  tlien  lay  on  the  tinsel,  which 
should  be  wound  on  in  good  bold  spiral  rings  up  to  the 
shoulder,  where  that  also  is  tied  off  (fig.  5).  Next  comes  the 
hackle,  and  that  is  wound  on,  following  the  course  of  the 
tinsel,  and  lying  side  by  side  with  it  (on  the  upper  side  of 
the  tinsel,  of  course).  Then  tie  the  hackle  off,  and  then 
pass  the  silk  round  lightly  four  or  five  times,  and  finish 
with  a  hitch  (fig.  6).     Touch  the  silk  with  varnish  to  keep 

looked  on  as  lawful  spoil  and  degraded  to  lace  work,  or  some  hideous  muslin 
enchantment  designed  to  entrap  some  wretched  gudgeon. 
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all  secure,  and  lay  the  fly  aside  until  dry,  when  the  hackle 
can  be  pressed   down  into  its  place,  and   the  wing  can 
subsequently  be  tied  on  as  in  fig.  7.     At  this  stage  it  often 
occurs  that  another  hackle  is  used,  and  two  or  three  turns 
of  a  different  colour  employed  to  add  contrast  to  the  fly. 
The  length  of  the  fibres  must  here  be  attended  to,  and 
these  must  be  properly  matched,  and  if  the  fibres  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  hackle  be  too  short,  they  must,  of  course, 
be  broken  off;  a  piece  of  hackle  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
is  then  tied  in,  two  or  three  turns  are  taken,  and  it  is 
fastened  off,  and  touched  with  varnish  as   before  men- 
tioned.    If  two  or  more  hackles  be  required,  either  to 
thicken  the  hackling  or  to  give  variety  of  colour  to  the 
fly,  the  best  plan  will  be  to  tie  them  in  to  their  respective 
places  while  lashing  on  the  gut;  separate  pieces  of  silk 
might  subsequently  be  used,  but  the  more  work  you  can 
get  out  of  the  single  strand  the  better,  and  the  less  bulky 
and  clumsy  the  fly  will  be;  be  sure,  however,  where  a 
junction  of  hackles  is  to  be  effected,  to-  carefully  compare 
the  length  of  the  fibres,  so  that  the  hackling  may  graduate 
properly.     To  this  end  the  fine  point  of  the  second  hackle 
for  some  distance  will  have  to  be  eschewed.     But  all  this 
the  fly  tyer  will  discover  after  a  failure  or  two.     And  now 
as  to   the  putting  on  of  a  hackle.      There  are  various 
methods  adopted.     First,  if  the  hackle  be  not  wanted  very 
thickly  on  the  fly,  one  side  is  stripped  off,  as  is  described 
in  the  directions  to  the  trout  flies.     Take  care  you  strip 
off  the  right  side  is  a  caution  I  must  repeat.     To  make  a 
hackle  lie  very  neatly  and  well  upon  the  fly,  it  is  best  to 
prepare  it  as  is  also  described  in  the  direction  for  tying 
trout  flies.     Sometimes,  though  not  often,  two  hackles  of 
a  different  colour  are  used  at  the  same  time.     Having 
'prepared'   them   both,   lay   one  lengthwise  within   the 
other,  and  wind  them  both  on  at  the  same  time.     I  may 
iitate  here  that  this  is  a  good  plan  where  very  thick 
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hackling  is  desired^  as  in  palmers,  for  chub-fishing,  for 
example. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  hackles  to  strip  and  make 
ready  for  the  hook  is  the  small  blue  barred  feather  in  the 
jay's  wing.  They  require  to  be  stripped  with  great  care 
and  nicety,  so  as  to  take  off  as  much  of  the  quill  as  pos- 
sible without  weakening  the  feather  too  much ;  the  pro- 
cess is  much  the  same  with  a  grouse,  bustard,  or  other 
hackle.  Taking  care  to  select  the  proper  side,  separate  the 
fibres  on  one  side  or  the  other  near  the  top,  and  then  pull 
them  steadily  apart,  as  evenly  as  possible,  so  as  to  strip  off 
one  side  of  the  feather  entirely.  If  too  much  of  the  quill 
be  left  on  near  the  but  of  the  feather,  so  that  it  would 
roll  on  clumsily,  take  a  very  sharp  knife,  and  with  great 
care  not  to  cut  or  damage  the  quill,  shave  off  some  of  the 
pith  until  you  have  it  to  the  requisite  thickness  of  sub- 
stance. It  is  a  common  practice  to  prepare  a  large  num- 
ber of  jay's  feathers  thus,  so  as  to  have  plenty  at  hand. 
It  is  not  a  good  plan,  as  they  are  apt  to  fade  somewhat, 
and  lose  some  of  their  brilliancy,  which  is  a  great  deside- 
ratum in  a  jay's  feather.  The  newer  you  can  get  your 
feathers  the  better,  and  it  is  not  therefore  desirable  to 
prepare  a  very  large  stock,  more  especially  as,  by  long 
keeping,  the  stripped  and  shaved  quill  gets  dry  and  brittle 
and  weak,  and  an  old  one  is  very  apt  to  break  in  the 
rolling  on.  Hackles,  more  particularly  in  the  spring,  when 
kelts  abound  whose  lean  jaws  and  long  teeth  play  havoc 
with  good  flies,  are  very  apt  to  get  cut,  when  they  unroll, 
and  the  fly  is  almost  useless.  In  such  flies  the  method  of 
rolling  on  the  tinsel  the  reverse  way,  and  after  the  hackle, 
so  as  to  strengthen  the  hackle,  and  to  secure  it  from 
damage  as  much  as  possible,  will  be  found  useful.  This 
plan  was  first  used  on  the  Spey  flies,  and  it  is  invariably 
used  on  them  now:  it  is  by  no  means  a  bad  plan,  but 
requires  some  little  care  and  neatness. 
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And  n6w  we  come  to  the  nicest  operation  of  all,  which 
is  that  of  winging  the  fly.  If  the  body  and  hackle  have 
been  put  on  judgmatically  a  short  space  at  the  head  of 
the  hook  is  left  uncovered.  See  that  the  silk  is  strong 
and  well  waxed,  and  then  select  the  feathers  or  fibres 
of  feathers  you  design  to  use.  In  some  flies  but  one 
feather,  as  mallard  or  turkey,  is  used  to  form  the  wing. 
Two  slips  of  this  material  can  be  tied  on  in  the  usual 
way,  no  further  directions  being  needed  than  are  given 
in  trout  fly  tying.  In  some  flies,  however,  especially  in 
the  Dee  flies,  these  wings  are  tied  on  so  as  to  spread  out 
apart.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  must  set  at  the 
same  angle  precisely,  and  this  the  tyro  will  find  not  easy 
to  accomplish.  See  that  the  slips  correspond  exactly. 
Settle  the  length  carefully,  and  nip  the  but  of  each  feather, 
and  if  a  tie  of  silk  be  lapped  round  it  the  tyer  will  be  able 
to  make  it  set  easier ;  then  tie  the  slips  on  at  the  right 
angle,  one  at  a  time,  and  after  tying  on  a  dozen  or  two, 
and  making  as  many  awful  abortions,  he  may  hope  to 
get  some  idea  of  the  mani^re*  If  they  are  to  nm  in  slips 
or  fibres,"  cut  the  slips  from  feathers  out  of  right  and  left 
wings  if  possible,  and  they  will  lie  and  show  the  better ; 
lay  the  slips  upon  one  another  on  either  side,  with  the  best 
sides  outwards,  between  the  left  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
as  in  trout-wings,  taking  care  that  the  points  of  the  fea- 
thers properly  correspond  in  length.  When  you  have  as 
many  slips  and  fibres  as  you  need,  having  measured  and 
judged  carefully  the  length  of  wing  you  need,  at  the  right 
spot  pinch  the  buts  of  the  feathers  together  with  the 
right  thumb-nail  and  forefinger  so  as  to  get  the  but  of 
the  wing  compressed  into  the  smallest  possible  space  pre- 
paratory to  tying  on.  Lay  this  point  of  the  feathers  to 
the  bare  place  in  the  hook  already  spoken  of,  and  take 
two  turns  with  the  tying  silk,  which  you  can  then  keep 
in  its  place  by  the  weight  of  the  spring  tweezers ;  then 
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relinquish  the  wing,  which  up  to  this  time  you  have  held 
between  the  left  finger  and  thumb,  and  see  how  it  sets. 
Should  any  of  the  feathers  have  turned  or  not  set  well, 
you  must  work  the  wing  about  until  they  are  righted,  or 
you  may  have  to  slacken  the  silk,  or  even,  if  things  are 
very  bad,  to  rearrange  the  feathers,  or  even  to  shear  oflF 
the  oflFending  fibres*  No  special  directions  can  be  given 
in  such  a  case;  practice  alone  will  enable  the  fly  tyer 
to  overcome  such  difficulties.  When  all  sets  right,  take 
three  or  four  sharp  turns  with  the  silk,  and  then  a  half 
hitch.  If  you  want  the  fly  to  be  very  firm  and  strong  in 
the  wing,  touch  the  tie  now  with  a  drop  of  varnish,  and 
lay  it  aside  until  dry.  If  an  under  wing  as  well  as  an 
over  wing  be  used,  of  course  it  must  be  tied  on  first, 
and  then  the  over  wing.  Cheek  feathers — that  is  short  fea- 
thers, as  kingfisher  or  small  jungle  cock,  which  are  often 
put  on  at  the  shoulder  on  either  side  of  the  wing  to  give 
additional  brilliance  to  the  fly,  or  toppings  over  the  wing — 
are  always  put  on  after  the  main  portion  of  the  wing,  and 
both  are  often  very  troublesome  to  get  to  set  welL  The 
cheek  feathers  will  sometimes  turn  any  way  but  the  right 
when  the  silk  presses  on  them,  and  here  also  practice 
alone  will  enable  the  tyer  to  contend  with  the  difficulty. 
When  the  feathers  of  the  wing  are  tied  safely  on,  cut  off 
the  refuse  at  the  head  of  the  fly,  pretty  closely  to  the  tie, 
unless  you  have  toppings  to  put  on.  Toppings  before 
being  laid  on  should  be  nipped  with  the  thumb-nail  at  the 
but,  and  the  quill  bent  slightly  so  that  they  may,  when 
tied  on,  have  the  proper  set  (see  Plate  XIV.  fig.  9) ;  and  one 
of  the  most  difficult  operations  I  know  of  is  to  make  half  a 
dozen  toppings  set  and  lie  well  together ;  one  or  the  other, 
particularly  if  they  be  pretty  large  ones,  will  *  stare'  or  point 
out  of  the  right  direction,  thus  rendering  the  fly,  which  in 
other  respects  is  an  artistic  and  well  tied  chef  dPoeuvre,  the 
visible  sign  of  a  tyro  and  a  bungler.     Many  a  time  have 
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I  arranged  a  wing  of  toppings  a  dozen  times  over  before  I 
could  get  them  to  set  properly.     To  avoid  having  to  drill 
such  an  awkward  squad,  the  tyro  should  select  the  top- 
pings he  is  about  to  employ  with  care.     They  should  all 
be  of  the  same  form  and  bend,  and  the  quills  straight  and 
true,  for  if  one  quill  turns  towards  the  left,  and  another 
towards  the  right,  unless  he  can  nip  them  properly  and 
with  certainty,  so  that  they  shall  take  the  tie  kindly,  they 
will  assume  their  natural  bias.     Not  that  it  matters  two 
straws  to  the  fish  whether  the  topping  bends  one  way  or 
the  other,  for  in  the  water  the  stream  soon  corrects  all 
such  little  eccentricities;  in  fact,  it  is  possible  that  the 
fish  may  prefer  them  so,  as  having  more  play  and  motion. 
They  are  often  dressed  upside  down,  and  stand  like  a 
Prince  of  Wales'  plume  in  the  *  Erne  Parson ;'  but  it  is  not 
the  fish  he  has  to  please  but  that  hostile  critic  at  the  other 
table,  that  chap  Jones,  who  can  knock  oflF  two  flies  to  your 
one,  and  whose  hackles  and  toppings  never  stare,  whose  tails 
curve  upwards  in  one  right  line  (not  several),  and  whose 
wings  drop  into  their  places  like  magic,  and  never  want 
rearranging,  while  his  heads  don't  come  to  pieces  on  hand- 
ling.    Ah !  what  a  treat  it  is  to  see  Jones  take  your  fly 
out  of  the  vice,  and  to  hear  him  ask  *what  this  is  meant 
for,  and  what  makes  you  prefer  a  fly  with  a  tail  like  a 
turl^ey  cock  ? '     What  makes  you,  eh  ?  why,  envy,  hatred, 
malice,  and  all  uncharitableness  make  you.     But  never 
mind,  your  bungle  wipes  Jones's  eye  for   all   that,   and 
catches  that  eighteen  pounder  in  an  unguarded  moment 
which  he  missed  the  other  day,  so  equilibrium,  as  far  as 
you  are  concerned,  is  restored,  though  Jones  is  sulky  of 
course,  and  hints  darkly,  opprobriously,  and  distantly,  as 
though  alluding  to  something  taking  place  on  Benmore, 
miles  away,  about  ^mufi^s  luck.'     The  toppings  tied  on, 
cut  off  the  refuse  buts  of  the  feathers,  as  before  directed, 
touch  with  varnish,  and  allow  to  dry.     The  last  thing  you 


402  THE  HEAD. 

have  to  put  on  is  the  head.  Now,  it  is  the  custom  to  make 
heads  of  ostrich  or  peacock  herl,  but  such  heads  never 
last,  they  soon  whip  out  and  come  to  pieces^  and  to  put  in 
anything  that  you  know  will  not  last  is  simply  absurd.  I 
generally  use  some  small  chenille  of  diflFerent  colours ;  two 
turns  of  this  well  tied  oflf  will  last,  and  preserve  the  tying 
of  the  wing  from  damage  for  ever.  No  matter  what  you 
use,  lay  the  end  of  it  against  the  hook  on  the  under  side^ 
where  we  would  suppose  the  throat  to  be.  The  herl  or 
chenille  laying  towards  the  body  of  the  fly  (see  Plate  XIV. 
fig.  7),  tie  it  on  with  one  or  two  turns  of  the  silk,  then  take 
one  or  two  turns  of  the  substance  and  tie  it  oflF.  If  the 
fly  be  well  and  properly  tied  there  should  be  yet  a  slight 
fragment  of  the  hook  left  unoccupied  between  the  head  and 
the  eye  or  loop.  Take  one  or  two  turns  of  the  silk  round 
this  and  fasten  ofif  strongly,  touch  with  varnish,  and  hang 
up  your  fly  to  dry  thoroughly :  it  is  now  complete.  In  all 
processes  where  you  touch  with  varnish  allow  it  to  dry 
thoroughly  before  you  go  on  with  the  next  process.  Fig. 
8  shows  the  head,  &c.  all  complete.  « 

This  is  the  way  which  I  employ  in  tying  a  salmon  fly, 
and  I  think  it  is  the  best  and  simplest.  I  puzzled  this 
plan  out  for  myself,  never  having  taken  a  lesson  of  a  fly 
tyer  in  my  life,  though  after  I  was  able  to  tie  a  fly  I  have 
watched  many  professors  at  work.  There  are  other  vays, 
most  of  which  I  think  are  more  complicated  and  difficult 
There  is  one  plan  already  mentioned,  and  which  is  some- 
times advantageous,  and  that  is,  when  beginning  the  fly,  to 
use  a  good  long  piece  of  silk,  and  to  commence  in  the 
middle  of  the  silk,  allowing  one  end  of  it  to  hang  down  at 
the  shoulder.  This  comes  well  in,  if  a  fur  body  be  used, 
for  tying  off  the  hackles,  tinsel,  wing,  &c. 

If  a  fur  body  be  used  instead  of  a  floss  one,  select  your 
fur,  pig's  wool,  mohair,  seal's  fur,  or  whatever  the  sub- 
stance may  be,  pull  it  into  short  lengths,  particularly  pig's 
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wool  or  mohair,  pick  out  the  coarse  fibres,  and  then  lay 
a  sufficient  quantity  along  in  the  palm  of  your  hand  and 
roll  it  over  and  over  by  the  fingers,  as  already  directed  in 
trout  flies.  The  body  will  most  probably  be  too  thick, 
and  you  must  pull  oflf  or  pick  out  as  much  with  your  dub- 
bing needle  as  you  may  think  desirable,  until  the  body  is 
reduced  to  the  proper  size.  If  there  be  not  enough  dub- 
bing on  the  silk  for  the  whole  body  you  must  feed  the 
silk  with  a  fresh  supply.  If  a  hackle  needs  to  be  tied 
in,  say  half-way  up,  put  on  only  as  much  dubbing  as 
will  reach  that  spot,  or,  if  need  be,  pull  it  off,  tie  in  the 
hackle,  and  then  feed  the  silk  with  more  dubbing.  When 
the  body  is  long  enough  pull  off  any  refuse  dubbing,  and 
tie  the  silk  itself  with  a  couple  of  half  hitches,  then  your 
spare  end,  above  alluded  to,  comes  into  play  to  tie  off 
hackles,  tinsel,  &c.,  if  it  be  not  frayed — if  it  is  not  trust- 
worthy, a  fresh  piece  of  silk  must  be  used. 

In  looking  over  other  works  which  give  directions  upon 
salmon  fly  fishing ;  the  first  work  I  take  into  considera- 
tion is  *  Slacker's  Fly  Making,  Angling,  and  Dyeing.' 
The  flies  sold  by  Blacker  were  so  beautifully  tied,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  tyer  stood  so  high,  that  one  has  a  right  to 
expect  first-rate  directions  from  such  a  master ;  but  I  con- 
fess that  I  am  disappointed  in  them,  and  that  many  of 
them  appear  to  me  not  only  puzzling  but  almost  imprac- 
ticable. His  *  easy  way  of  tying  a  salmon  fly '  is  first  to 
tie  on  the  wings  the  reverse  way,  ajid  these  are  afterwards 
to  be  turned  and  tied  down  the  proper  way,  a  process 
which,  if  it  be  not  utterly  destructive  of  the  wing,  is  a 
needlessly  bad  one.  Then  the  hackle  is  to  be  tied  in  at 
the  but  with  the  dubbing  and  the  tinsel,  and  these  are  to 
be  worked  down  to  the  tail  and  tied  off,  and  a  tail  is  then 
to  be  tied  on.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  to  hide  the 
tie  which  ties  on  the  tail?  Nothing;  it  must  be  left 
exposed.     Then  a  hackle  tied  in  at  the  but,  and  worked 
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down  by  the  point,  so  that  the  point,  which  is  much  the 
weakest  part  of  the  hackle,  has  the  most  pulling  and 
chafing.  Then  this  hackle,  as  well  as  the  dubbing  and  the 
tinsel,  has  to  be  tied  off  at  the  tail,  and  what  is  to  conceal 
all  that  mass  of  tying  off?  Even  if  the  tail  is  put  over  the 
top  side  of  it  it  can  only  partially  hide  it,  and  a  terribly 
bungling  affair  a  tail  so  tied  on  would  be,  while  below 
there  is  a  perfect  mass  of  tying  exposed,  with  nothing  at 
all  to  hide  it.  Again,  if  a  shorter  hackle  is  to  be  used, 
a  turn  or  two  is  to  be  taken ;  it  is  to  be  fastened  off  under 
the  wings ;  but  the  hackle  must  of  course  go  on  over  the 
body,  and  how  on  earth  is  a  hackle  to  be  tied  off  over 
dubbing? 

I  never  read  such  extraordinary  directions,  and  if  I  had 
'    \  not  known  Blacker  to  be  an  artist  of  the  very  first  rank  I 

should,  judging  from  these  directions,  have  thought  him  no 
tyer  at  all.  His  directions,  however,  for  tying  the  gaudy 
salmon  fly,  though  of  the  briefest,  show  that' his  Tnodus 
operandi  is  very  similar  to  the  one  I  have  already  given, 
so  we  will  eschew  his  easy  method  and  stick  to  his  difficult 
one. 

To  tie  the  jointed  flies  with  manes,  mid  hackles, 
and  herls,  of  Erris  and  elsewhere,  would  be  a  work  of 
supererogation,  as  no  tyer  will  venture  to  begin  with 
such  patterns,  and  when  he  is  able  to  tie  according  to 
the  directions  I  have  furnished  him  with,  quickly  and 
well,  hQ  will  hit  off  the  method  of  tying  any  other 
pattern  which  may  be  possible  or  desirable  without 
difficulty.  Practice  is  the  great  thing,  and  a  cessation 
of  even  a  few  months  throws  one  back  in  the  art  more 
than  would  be  believed  by  the  uninitiated. 
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CONCLUSION. 

ON  HOOKS — THB  BAIT  TABLE— SECBIFTS  JLIXD   NOTABILLL. 

ON  HOOKS. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  point  of  greater  importance,  or  to 
which  the  great  majority  of  anglers  pay  less  attention, 
than  that  of  hooks.  Yet  everything  depends  upon  having 
a  hook  that  will  take  a  good  hold  and  keep  it.  No  matter 
if  you  possess  the  most  perfect  skill,  if  your  tackle  be  as 
fine  and  as  sound  as  can  be  manufactured,  yet  if  your 
hook  be  not  thoroughly  trustworthy  all  the  rest  is  set 
at  nought.  There  is  no  economy  so  miserable,  so  short- 
sighted, and  so  expensive  in  the  long  run,  as  that  indulged 
in  by  buying  cheap  hooks.  A  hook  may  be  bad  from 
various  causes.  It  may  be  badly  tempered,  either  too  much 
or  too  little  tempered.  In  the  first  case  the  point  will  cer- 
tainly break  in  the  strike  when  it  touches  a  bone,  and  you 
wiU  lose  your  fish ;  and  lucky  are  you  if  that  be  the  only 
fish  you  lose.  Usually  the  angler  from  carelessness  loses, 
misses,  or  scratches  two  or  three  other  fish  before  the  fact 
dawns  upon  him  that  there  may  be  something  amiss  with 
the  hook,  and,  when  he  examines  it,  he  finds  that  the  fine, 
delicate  extreme  point  is  gone,  and  a  rough,  scratching, 
blunt  point,  that  cannot  be  made  to  take  a  hold  anyhow, 
remains.  Even  with  the  best  of  hooks  this  accident  will 
sometimes  happen,  should  the  point  strike  on  a  hard  solid 
bone.  In  these  instances  a  touch  of  a  fine  needle-file  (the 
finest   kind  of  file  in  use)  will  put  all  to  rights  again; 
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but  so  biting  and  effective  are  these  files  that  they  cut 
very  keenly,  and,  therefore,  a  slight  touch  or  two  is  all 
that  is.  necessary.  But,  of  course,  with  over-tempered 
hooks  this  accident  is  infinitely  more  probable.  An  over- 
tempered  hook,  however,  a  fresh  point  being  given  to  it, 
will  often  take  a  number  of  fish  without  going  again,  the 
extra  fine  hair-like  point  having  been  got  rid  of,  and 
all  that  will  be  required  will  be  a  rather  sharper  strike. 
Still,  with  a  heavy  fish  you  are  never  safe,  a  jump  or 
a  jerk  may  leave  you  without  a  fish  and  only  half  a 
hook.  This  I  have  seen  on  many  occasions,  when  not 
the  slightest  blame  was  due  to  the  angler,  save  for  his 
buying  untrustworthy  hooks.  As  a  rule,  the  angler  should 
always  try  his  hooks.  Stick  the  point  carefully  into 
a  piece  of  soft  deal,  and  then  give  the  gut  a  smart  (not 
too  smart)  tug,  and  if  the  hook  stands  you  may  fairly 
rely  upon  it.  This  is  advisable  with  all  hooks,  for — 
though  good  tackle,  makers,  as  a  rule,  do  usually  buy  good 
hooks,  and  pay  a  fair  price  for  them — ^a  few  bad  hooks 
may  creep  into  every  packet.  But,  if  an  over-tempered 
hook  be  a  nuisance,  an  under-tempered  one  is  ten  times 
more  so.  An  under-tempered  hook  springs  or  opens  with 
very  little  persuasion ;  that  is,  the  bend  and  shape  of 
the  hook  is  destroyed,  the  point  stands  outward,  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  hook  is  gone,  and  an  entire  change  of  fly 
is  necessary. 

It  is  not  of  the  slightest  avail  to  bend  the  hook  back 
into  its  place  again,  as,  having  once  been  sprung,  it  will 
spring  again  much  imore  easily.  The  point  off  your  hook 
is  not  as  bad  as  a  sprung  hook.  What  can  be  more  annoy- 
ing than  to  find  the  fish  well  on  the  rise  at  some  particular 
fly,  to  hunt  out  perhaps  one  solitary  specimen  of  the  fly 
from  a  half- forgotten  comer  of  your  book,  and  then,  after 
taking  a  fish  or  two,  to  find  the  hook  sprung  ? 

I  will  illustrate  the  nuisance  of  bad  hooks  by  two  short 
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anecdotes.  In  the  first  instance  the  hooks  were  either 
over-tempered  or  made  of  downright  bad  stuff.  It  is  im- 
material from  which  cause  they  broke ;  it  is  sufficient  that 
they  were  bad  hooks.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  owned  some 
fine  trout  fishing  where  the  fish  ran  heavy,  was  a  little 
inclined  to  be  economical  in  the  purchase  of  his  tackle, 
and  took  it  into  his  head  one  day,  several  years  ago,  to 
buy  some  flies  of  a  tackle  maker  who  was  notorious  for 
selling  cheap  rubbish.  I  will  not  give  his  name,  even 
though  he  has  long  since  retired  from  business,  but  will 
call  him  Snooks.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  tackle  maker 
of  eminence  can  lay  claim  to  the  appellation,  and,  there- 
fore, my  words  will  offend  no  one.  Coming  to  me  one 
day,  rubbing  his  hands,  my  friend  displayed  some  very 
i;iice  looking  flies.  '  There,  old  fellow,  look  at  that. 
Eighteen  pence  a  dozen.    What  do  you  think  of  that,  eh  ?' 

*  Think  ?'  quoth  I.    *  Cheap  and  nasty,  for  a  certainty.' 

*  What  fault  can  you  find  with  them  ?  Aren't  they  well 
tied?' 

'  Oh,  they  look  well  enough,'  I  answered. 

*  Look  well  enough !  Of  course  they  do ;  and  they'll 
stand  well  enough,  for  that  matter ;  and  why  should  I  pay 

or two  shillings  and  sixpence  a  dozen  when  I  can 

get  the  same  flies  of  Snooks  for  one  shilling  and  sixpence  ?' 

*Well,  we  shall  see  how  they  stand.  I,  for  my  sins, 
once,  in  a  hurry,  bought  a  dozen  black  gnats  of  him,  and 
whipped  them  all  to  pieces  in  one  morning  for  less  than 
as  many  fish.     I  have  never  bought  a  fly  there  since.' 

*Ah,  that's  just  like  you;  you  always  run  Snooks 
down.' 

'  Not  I.  I  care  nothing  about  him  personally ;  I  speak 
as  I  find.  But,  if  the  hooks  and  gut  be  good,  and  the  flies 
be  well  tied,  they  cannot  be  had  for  the  money,  so  as  to 
leave  the  tackle  maker  who  sells  them  a  fair  profit.' 

*  Well,  we  shall  see.' 
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Three  or  four  days  after  I  walked  into  my  friend's  house. 
He  was  out.  I  went  into  his  sanctum,  where  his  rod  hung 
always  ready  for  action.  On  one  of  the  nails  below  it  hung 
a  collar  of  gut,  and  the  fly  showed  that  it  had  been  used 
but  an  hour  or  so  before.  I  recognised  the  fly  as  one  of 
the  dozen  my  friend  had  bought  at  Snooks's,  and,  taking 
it  in  my  hand,  I  found  the  point  and  barb  entirely  gone, 
the  hook  having  broken  at  the  bend.  Just  as  I  made  the 
discovery  my  friend  entered.  I  turned  to  him  with  the 
fly  in  my  hand,  and,  holding  it  out,  I  uttered  but  one 
word,  and  that  word  was  *  Snooks.'  My  friend  was  a  little 
irate  and  a  little  confused.  He  had  had  hold  of  a  good 
fish  in  the  mill-tail,  a  three-pounder:  the  fish  gave  a 
jump,  and,  somehow,  there  was  too  much  of  a  strain  or 
something ;  but  the  hook  broke,  and  the  fish,  of  course, 
was  *  spoilt '  for  a  month  to  come.  It  was  a  fine  morning 
for  fishing,  so,  taking  down  his  rod,  we  strolled  together 
down  the  stream.  He  rigged  up  another  *  Snooks '  in  the 
meantime,  and,  coming  to  a  good  cast  under  some  trees,  he 
cast,  rose,  and  hooked  a  handsome  two-pounder.  The  fish 
gave  one  flounder  on  the  top,  and  he  was  away.  We 
looked  for  the  cause,  and,  lo !  the  hook  was  the  counterpart 
of  the  one  I  had  seen  hanging  on  the  nail :  the  barb  and 
point  were  gone  at  the  bend. 

*  Snooks !'  again  quo'  I,  emphatically. 

*  Oh  I  be  hanged  with  your  *'  Snooks : "  as  if  nobody  else's 
hooks  ever  broke.     I  held  him  too  hard.' 

'  Too  hard  for  Snooks,'  said  I. 

Sulkily  enough  he  mounted  another  of  the  infallibles, 
as  we  walked  up  towards  the  mill-tail,  where  all  was  fair 
open  fishing :  no  boughs,  no  stones,  no  roots,  nothing  but 
water  and  gravel.  Here  he  rose  and  hooked  a  fish  of  about 
a  pound  and  a  half.  The  fish  played  smartly  for  a  minute. 
My  friend  looked  round  at  me  triumphantly.  *  What  do 
you  think  of  Snooks   now?'     The   words  had   scarcely 
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passed,  when  the  fish  made  a  slight  but  sudden  plunge, 
and  off  he  went,  leaving  the  fly  in  almost  precisely  the 
same  condition  as  the  other  two. 

*  Snooks  I'  roared  I,  for  I  began  to  get  vexed. 

*  Confound  it ! '  said  my  friend,  *  I  really  think  there  must 
be  something  in  it.' 

'  Hem !'  I  said ;  *  never  mind  ;  mount  another.  Use  up 
the  whole  dozen  while  you  are  about  it.' 

*  Yes,  and  then  send  the  flies  without  points  back  as  a 
present  to  Snooks  I  suppose,  and  ask  him  what  he  thinks 
of  it.' 

.  *  Oh,  he'd  ask  you  in  return  what  you  could  expect  for 
eighteen  pence,'  I  said. 

I  need  not  say  that  Snooks  lost  a  customer.  The  above 
is  a  simple  fact,  and  my  friend  would  verify  it. 

On  another  occasion  I  was  fishing  on  the  Test.  I  had 
not  had  very  good  sport,  but  the  fish  began  to  rise  well  at 
the  yellow  dun,  and  I  mounted  a  fly  from  a  fresh  dozen  I 
had  bought  a  few  days  before.  I  caught  two  fish  imme- 
diately, playing  them  but  lightly.  I  hooked  and  lost 
another ;  and  the  fish  were  rising  so  well  and  boldly  all 
over  the  water,  that  I  got  excited  with  the  sudden  advent 
of  the  sport,  and  forgot  to  look  at  the  fly  as  I  usually  do 
after  losing  a  fish.  I  made  four  throws  and  hooked  or 
scratched  and  lost  four  good  fish  in  succession.  Then  it 
flashed  across  me  that»something  was  wrong  with  the  hook, 
and  on  looking  at  it,  I  found  the  hook  so  far  opened  that  the 
odds  against  hooking  a  fish  with  it  were  very  considerable.  I 
speedily  changed  flies,  taking  one  from  a  more  trustworthy 
lot,  and  I  took  three  or  four  other  fish  without  an  accident 
of  any  kind,  when  the  fish  left  off  rising.  The  only  means 
of  guarding  against  such  a  loss  is  for  the  angler  always 
carefully  to  inspect  his  fly  after  losing  a  fish.  But  he 
should  always  when  at  leisure  try  his  hooks,  as  above 
recommended,  and  throiv  iv;to  the  fire  all  such  as  are, 
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untrustworthy.  Never  keep  them,  but  destroy  them  utterly, 
or  they  are  sure  to  turn  up  when  they  shouldn't  and  do 
mischief  in  some  way.  Added  to  this,  let  anglers  have 
their  tackle  made  of  the  very  dearest  hooks  they  can  buy 
in  the  market.  The  saving  on  the  purchase  of  cheap  hooks, 
even  to  a  tolerably  large  consumer,  won't  amount  to  half- 
a-crown  a  year,  while  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  confidence 
in  your  hook  is  worth  any  money.  Hooks  are  of  various 
forms,  applicable  to  various  kinds  of  fishing.  We  have 
the  Limerick  bend,  the  Carlisle  or  round  bend,  the  sneck 
bend,  and  the  Kirby  bend,  and  there  are  also  various 
modifications  and  variations  of  these  bends. 

The  hook  scale  in  Plate  XV.  shows  the  best  form  of 
Limerick  bend  in  use ;  while  in  Plate  XIII.  I  have  given, 
as  will  be  seen,  the  Carlisle,  or  round,  and  the  sneck  bends. 
Scales  of  all  these  have  i3een  given  for  the  convenience  of 
reference,  as — such  is  the  confusion  caused  by  the  various 
methods  of  numbering— there  is  no  other  way  of  making 
myself  understood.  Indeed,  it  often  happens  that  makers 
are  not  true  even  to  their  own  sizes. 

The  best  hooks,  particularly  for  salmon-fishing,  are  those 
which  will  take  the  largest  hold  and  keep  it.  For  this 
purpose  few  are  to  be  compared  with  Phillips's  (of  Dublin) 
Limerick  patterns.  Not  those  of  the  '  hollow-point,'  as 
the  straight  pointed  hooks  are  called ;  they  are  in  my  eyes 
simply  detestable.  I  never  had  any  confidence  in  them, 
and  believe  that  the  point  cuts  the  hold  out.  The  hold  in 
a  salmon's  mouth  is  mostly  a  flesh  hold,  not  a  bone  or 
gristle  one,  and  a  point  that  cuts  must  be  avoided.  Now, 
in  Plate  XIII.  it  is  evident  that,  instead  of  cutting,  the  point 
of  the  hook  being  ranked  outwards  slightly,  insinuates  itself 
farther  and  farther  outwards^  or  away  from  the  shank, 
thus  increasing  rather  than  decreasing  the  hold  ;  but  this 
ranking  outwards  is  often  carried  to  excess,  and  the  stroke 
consequently  instead  of  falling  full  and  direct  upon  the 
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point  of  the  hook  falls  on  the  inside  of  the  point,  and  often 
causes  the  strike  or  tug  to  become  *  a  scratch'  instead  of 
*  a  hold.'  Plate  XIV.  fig.  1,  shows  a  hook  which  I  have  a 
high  opinion  of.  It  was  first  introduced  to  me  by  Dr. 
Sheil  years  ago,  and  he  gave  me  a  pattern.  Lately,  when 
writing  to  him  about  the  hook,  he  sent  me  another  pattern 
precisely  similar,  but  recommended  that  the  shank  should 
be  lengthened  slightly,  and  I  sent  to  Messrs.  Allcock,  of 
Eedditch,  who  were  the  makers  of  the  pattern,  to  send  me 
some  of  the  improved  pattern.  The  only  objection  to  the 
hook  which  the  Doctor  mentions  is,  that  in  deadish  water 
it  hangs  rather  up  and  down  too  much,  though  in  a  swift 
stream  it  swims  on  an  even  keel.  One  of  the  best  hooks  I 
have  seen  is  the  American  Kinsey  hook,  made  by  Messrs. 
Hutchinson,  of  Eedditch;  it  has  somewhat  of  a  resem- 
blance to  the  Limerick  bend,  but  is  shorter  from  the  bend 
to  the  barb,  and  having  a  larger  gape  takes  a  larger  hold, 
and  does  not  wear  it  out  so  soori;  it  is  a  capital  hook. 
Whether  hooks  should  be  heavily  or  lightly  ironed  will 
always  depend  on  circumstances  not  worth  considering 
here. 

Passing  from  salmon,  we  come  to  trout  hooks ;  and  for 
large  flies  up  to  sea  trout  size  there  is  nothing  like  a  good 
bold  Limerick,  unless  it  be  the  Kinsey  pattern  before  noticed, 
which  would  be  the  perfection  of  a  sea  or  lake  trout  hook. 
In  lake  or  still  water  fishing  the  fly  should  swim  upon  an 
even  keel,  and  therefore  no  snedk  bent  or  twisted  point 
should  be  employed,  or  the  balance  cannot  be  fairly  main- 
tained. In  swift  or  troubled  water  this  is  not  of  so  much 
consequence.  In  small  trout  flies  the  point  must  be 
twisted  slightly,  or  the  hook  will  often  fail  to  take  hold  at 
all,  for  the  body  and  the  hackle  will  often  stand  out  suffi- 
ciently to  help  to  guard  the  point  to  some  extent,  and  if 
the  hook  chance  to  be  taken  flat  or  sideways  in  the  mouth 
of  a  good  fish,  it  may  be  pulled  from  his  mouth  without 
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the  point  coining  in  contact  with  the  flesh  at  all.  To  prove 
this,  let  the  reader  lay  such  a  fly  flatly  between  two  pieces 
of  softish  card  and  draw  it  out.     It  will  come  out  without 
a  scratch.     Not  so  if  it  be  slightly  twisted,  as  in  the  sneck 
bend.  For  these  reasons  I  prefer  for  all  small  flies  a  sneck 
bend.     The  point  should  be  as  fine  and  sharp  as  possible, 
but  not  tx)o  long ;  the  barb  should  be  light,  fine,  and  also 
short,  so  that  it  may  be  driven  home  with  the  slightest  tug ; 
it  should,  too,  lay  as  close  to  the  hook  as  possible.    A  rank 
barb,  such  as  we  see  in  the  Limerick,  is  unnecessary  and 
even  objectionable,  requiring  hard  striking  and  hard  hold- 
ing to  get  it  home,  neither  of  which  are  commendable  or 
workmanlike  in  trout-fishing.    The  hook  requires  to  be  of 
the  very  best  temper,  and  the  wire  moderately  stout,  but  not 
too  stout ;  neither  should  it  be  too  fine,  or  it  will  not  stand. 
The  length  of  the  shank  must  be  dictated  by  the  fly  to  be 
used  to  some  extent,  but  as  a  rule  the  longer  the  shank 
that  can  be  afforded  the  better,  and  the  farther  off  the 
fly  is  dressed  from  the  bend  of  the  hook  (in  reason)  the  better 
too,  as  the  point  has  then  a  fairer  play.     In  the  south  of 
Scotland  and  north  of  England  they  are  very  fond  of  the 
round  bend,  and  it  answers  very  well  for  the  flies  it  is 
used  for.     These  are  usually  dressed  sparely,  and  have 
scarce  any  body  compared  with  the  southern  patterns,  the 
lapping  of  the  silk  often  forming  all  the  body.     The  wing 
and  hackle  are  exceedingly  slight,  and  afford  no  guard  or 
let  whatever  to  the  poin^  of  the  hook.     The  fly  is  dressed 
high  up  the  shank,  so  that  the  bend  comes  out  far  behind 
the  fly.     Thus  dressed,  they  answer  the  purpose  they  are 
designed  for. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  hooks  for  spinning 
tackle.  The  large  single  hooks  much  in  vogue  for  spinning 
minnows  for  trout  should  all  be  of  the  round  bend. 
There  is  no  better  hook  for  this  purpose,  as  it  com- 
municates the  proper  twist  to  the  tail,  and  is  the  correct 
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pattern  and  size  in  respect  both  to  the  point  and  barb.  If 
triangles  be  used,  the  brazed  ones  do  well  enough,  but 
care  should  be  taken  to  see  that  the  points  be  not  too  long 
nor  the  barbs  too  rank;  though  a  trifle  more  may  be 
yielded  in  the  latter  point  than  is  advisable  in  fly  hooks, 
as  a  harder  stroke  can  be  afforded,  but  it  is  the  fashion 
often  to  make  these  hooks  so  very  rank  in  the  barb  that 
considerable  difficulty  is  found  in  forcing  the  barb  home. 
And  it  should  be  always  borne  in  mind  that,  as  two  or  even 
the  whole  three  hooks  may  take  hold  of  the  flesh,  it 
requires  very  much  more  force  to  drive  two  or  three  hooks 
home  than  one,  and  if  more  than  one  triangle  be  used, 
of  course  this  difficulty  is  increased  proportionally.  As  a 
hard  stroke  is  often  requisite,  it  will  be  seen,  too,  that  a 
stouter  wire  should  be  employed  in  the  hook  than  is  used 
for  fly  hooks  lest  the  hook  break,  which  brazed  hooks  are 
more  or  less  apt  to  do.  I  think  that  the  heat  they  are 
submitted  to  in  brazing  rather  over-tempers  them,  or  in 
some  way  affects  the  temper,  and  that  too  very  irregularly, 
for  while  some  hooks  seem  to  stand  well  enough,  others  do 
not  appear  to  do  so,  more  particularly  if  they  have  been 
used  at  all  and  then  laid  by  for  a  time.  Of  all  tackle 
oldish  spinning-tackle  made  of  brazed  hooks  is  the  most 
untrustworthy,  and  many  a  time  have  I  rued  the  loss  of 
fine  fish  solely  tpcause  I  have  put  up  a  flight  of  last  year's 
tackle  without  testing  the  hooks  first  I  have  seen  one,  two, 
and  even  three  hooks  stripped,  that  is,  the  points  and  barbs 
broken  off  from  one  flight  by  a  stroke  which  ought  not  to 
have  broken  a  single  hook.  The  upshot  of  this  is,  that  old 
spinning-tackle,  particularly  of  brazed  hooks,  should  be 
always  tested  before  it  is  used. 

Hooks  for  spinning-tackle  should  not  have  the  points 
too  much  elongated,  as  this  part  of  the  hook  is  the  most 
liable  to  break,  and  should  not  be  too  long  or  slender; 
neither  should  the  barb  be  too  long  or  too  fine  either,  as 


414  SPINNING  HOOKS. 

both  point  and  barb  often  come  into  contact  with  bony  and 
rough  work,  and  should  be  constructed  accordingly. 

Hooks  for  pike-spinning  in  particular  should  always  be 
of  stouter  wire  than  others,  as  the  mouth  of  the  pike  is 
so  bony  as  to  require  an  extra  hard  stroke ;  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly essential  that  they  should  be  not  too  long  or  fine 
either  in  point  or  barb,  and  the  barb  should  not  be  ranked 
nearly  so  much  as  nine-tenths  of  them  are.     I  have  seen 
triangles  with  the  barbs  ranked  more  than  in  an  ordinary 
Limerick  hook,  and  when  this  is  the  case,  if  two  or  three 
hooks  take  hold,  hardly  any  reasonable  tackle  will  stand 
the  stroke  that  is  required  to  detach  the  hooks  from  the 
bait,  and  to  force  the  barbs  home  into  the  pike's  jaw.     I 
know  the  extreme  diflBculty  and  force  required  to  ram  such 
a  barb  through,  by  having  once  buried  one  in  the  ball  of 
my  thumb,  and  the  resistance  caused  by  the  badly  ranked 
barb,  in  my  eflforts  to  bring  it  through  and  turn  the  hook 
out  at  the  shank,  was  something  incredible.     It  is  owing 
to  this  fact  that  eight  pike  out  of  every  ten  which  are  lost 
when   hooked  in  spinning  get  oflf.     Two  or  three  rank 
barbed  hooks  take  hold,  and  the  barbs  are  not  driven  home. 
You  may  never  get  a  sufficient  strain  on  the  fish  to  drag 
them  home  (no  easy  matter  either),  and  the  first  moment 
a  loose  line  or  a  turn  occurs,  away  come  the  hooks.     To 
my  fancy,  pike  hooks  in  spinning  require  almost  more  care 
and  consideration  in  construction  than  any  others,  and 
probably  they  receive  less.     With  regard  to  the  shape  of 
the  hooks  best  adapted  for  spinning-tackle,  Mr.  Pennell 
makes  a  statement  which,  if  it  be  borne  out  by  long  ex- 
perience, is  so  striking  that  it  settles  the  question  beyond 
all  argument.    He  says  that  the  sneck  bend  hook  possesses 
100  per  cent,  more  killflig  power  than  the  Limerick  bend, 
and  50  per  cent,  more  than  either  the  Carlisle  or  Kirby 
bend;   and  further,  that  whereas  it  requires  an  average 
pressure  of  three  pounds  to  force  home  a  Limerick  hook, 
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it  takes  two  pounds  and  a  half  to  the  Carlisle,  two  pounds 
and  one-third  to  the  Kirby,  but  only  one  pound  and  a 
half  to  the  sneck  bend.  Having  quoted  these  facts  from 
Mr.  Pennell,  I  leave  them  to  the  angler's  consideration.  All 
worm  hooks,  from  the  largest  to  the  smallest,  should  be 
Carlisle  or  round  bend.  No  other  hook  puts  on  a  worm 
so  well,  neatly,  or  quickly. 

I  now  come  to  roach  hooks,  and  probably  more  thought 
and  care  have  been  bestowed  on  them  than  upon  all  the 
others  put  together,  and  yet  many  of  the  patterns  are  not 
only  bad  but  execrable.  As  a  rule,  the  shanks  are  almost 
always  too  short  to  strike  properly.  Take  an  ordinary 
short-shanked  roach  hook,  just  fix  the  point  in  a  stout  piece 
of  paper,  pull  the  gut  gently  and  see  what  ensues,  and  the 
position  the  hook  takes.  The  shank  of  the  hook  and  the 
gut  will  form  a  small  obtuse  angle ;  in  some  cases  almost 
a  right  angle.  The  whole  strain  falls  on  the  inside  of  the 
point  instead  of  directly  on  the  point ;  you  may  pull,  but 
the  effect  is  not  to  force  the  point  in,  but  to  tear  the  hook 
open.  Consequently,  with  such  a  hook,  when  the  short 
sharp  stroke  peculiar  to  roach-fishing  is  giveu,  the  hook 
springs  instead  of  burying  the  point  and  barb,  imless  the 
wire  of  the  hook  be  so  coarse  and  unyielding  as  to  refuse 
to  spring,  when  a  much  harder  stroke  than  would  be  neces- 
sary if  the  hook  were  of  the  proper  shape,  may  perhaps 
effect  the  object.  But  it  has  been  the  practice  of  roach- 
fishers  to  discard  hooks  of  coarse  wire  and  to  insist  upon 
having  a  hook  with  a  very  fine  wire,  in  order  that  the 
gentle  or  maggot  which  so  many  use  for  a  bait  may  be 
threaded  on  the  hook  with  the  least  possible  damage,  and 
the  consequence  of  this  has  been  that  anglers  have  con- 
sidered the  bait  too  much  for  the  nook,  and  consequently 
they  have  been  using  the  very  worst  possible  hook  they 
could  adopt  for  their  purpose — very  short  in  the  shank, 
round  and  broad  in  the  bend,  with  (if  anything)  an  out- 
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turned  point  instead  of  an  in-turned  one,  and  fine  in  the 
wire  so  as  to  spring  rather  than  penetrate,  consequently 
the  point  only  gets  fixed,  the  fish  gives  a  turn  over,  or 
comes  half-way  home,  and  gets  off;  and  when  this  occurs 
often,  it  spoils  sport,  as  it  by  no  means  improves  a  roach 
swim  to  have  a  dozen  or  so  of  well-pricked  fish  in  it.  I 
have  seen  hook  after  hook  of  the  above  description  posi- 
tively give  and  open  and  become  utteriy  useless  on*a  dozen 
swims,  and  so,  no  doubt,  have  many  of  my  readers.  If 
roach-fishers  must  have  hooks  of  this  shape,  the  wire  must 
of  necessity  be  coarse  to  give  any  chance  of  hooking  at  all 
a  fair  proportion  of  fish.  I,  however,  greatly  prefer  a  hook 
with  a  turned  in  point  and  a  shank  of  sufl&cient  length. 
I  got  Mr.  Wright,  the  tackle-maker  in  the  Strand,  to 
have  some  made  of  this  shape  some  time  since,  and  they 
answer  very  well  indeed.  I  lay  some  stress  on  the'  shank, 
as  the  reader  can  try  the  following  experiment,  suggested 
some  time  since  in  the  *  Field.'  Take  a  long  shanked 
hook  and  tie  three  pieces  of  gut  to  it,  at  three  different 
points  along  the  shank,  fix  the  point,  and  then  pull 
each  gut  alternately,  and  it  will  be  at  once  perceived 
how  much  more  advantage  there  is  in  a  tolerably  lengthy 
shank  than  a  short  one.  Of  course  it  would  not  do  to  have 
it  too  long.  If  roach  are  shy  and  are  biting  so  badly 
as  that  they  only  nibble  and  do  not  take  the  hook  into 
their  mouths  at  all,  it  matters  very  little  what  shape  the 
hook  is.  The  barb  should  not  be  too  rank,  as  it  is  not  only 
quite  unnecessary  but  requires  a  harder  stroke  than  should 
be  given,  and  is  liable  to  be  broken  in  the  frequent  unhook- 
ing and  occasional  contact  with  bones,  &c.  All  this  is  of  the 
more  consequence  in  roach-fishing  because  so  many  anglers 
fish  with  a  single  hair,  when  the  object  is  to  fix  the  hook 
with  the  lightest  possible  stroke,  and  this  with  the  present 
shaped  hooks  is  very  diflicult.  The  best  shaped  hook  of 
this  kind  I  ever  saw  was  a  French  hook,  manufactured  in 
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the  Pyrenees,  and  much  as  we  look  down  on  French  tackle^ 
our  hook  makers  might  take  a  lesson  from  that  hook. 
Some  roach-fishers  use  sneck  bent  hooks,  and  if  Mr. 
Pennell's  opinion  of  sneck  bends  should  prevail,  they  ought 
to  be  the  best  shaped  hook  for  the  purpose.  I,  however, 
have  used  them  in  roach-fishing  many  times  (that  is,  my 
fishing  companion  used  them  and  I  used  some  other  form), 
but  I  never  discovered  that  it  actually  hooked  any  appre- 
ciable per-centage  of  fish  more  than  the  ordinary  hooks  in 
use. 

The  scales  of  small  hooks  which  I  have  given  were  lent 
to  me  by  Mr.  Farlow,  and  were  of  Bartlet's  make. 

BAIT   TABLE. 

The  Red  Worm. — This  is  a  very  general  favourite  with 
fishermen.  In  the  Nottingham  district  it  is  called  the 
cockspur.  It  will  kill  almost  any  fresh-water  fish,  but  is 
used  chiefly  for  roach,  gudgeon,  dace,  tench,  and  carp.  It 
is  found  in  heaps  of  dead  and  decaying  leaves  or  vegetable 
matter,  in  rotten  dung  or  dead  wood.  The  best  way  to 
procure  and  keep  a  stock  of  them  is  to  put  a  little  manure, 
mould,  a  few  cabbage  stumps  or  mowed  grass  and  dead 
leaves,  with  a  bit  of  rotten  matting  or  old  carpet,  and  water 
it  well  now  and  then.  This  will  breed  and  keep  them. 
To  scour  them,  put  them  in  a  pan  with  a  bit  of  refuse 
damp  netting  or  old  cheese-cloth. 

The  Brandling  or  Gilt-tail  is  a  beautiful  little  worm  to 
look  at,  being  clad  in  alternate  rings  of  yellow  and  red.  It 
is  a  more  lively  worm  than  the  last,  and  is  used  for  most 
of  the  fish  named  above,  in  common  with  the  red  worm. 
It  also  comes  in  for  fine  worm-fishing  in  the  Scotch  and 
Border  streams,  for  which  the  red  worm  would  be  a  size 
or  two  too  small.  It  is  found  in  old  dung  heaps,  or 
rotten  tan  chiefly,  but  a  good  many  may  be  found  in  rank 
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vegetable  matter  in  a  state  of  moist  decay.  It  is  a  nasty 
worm  to  handle^  exuding  a  filthy  yellow  secretion  of  a 
most  disagreeable  smell.  A  little  moss,  in  addition  to 
the  means  recommended  for  the  red  worm,  will  be  useful 
in  scouring  it. 

The  Red  Head  is  a  very  bright  gleaming  worm,  a  sort  of 
link  between  the  red  worm  and  the  lob.  It  is  the  most 
active  of  any,  and  is  found  in  rich  mould,  and  notably 
under  the  old  dead  droppings  of  cows.  Used  mostly  in 
trouting,  or  for  perch,  tench,  &c.,  being  too  large  for  the 
smaUer  fish,  and  not  large  enough  for  barbel,  &c.  It  is 
rather  a  tender  worm,  in  truth,  and  easily  damaged.  Scour 
with  moss. 

The  Lob  or  Dew  Worm  is  the  lai^est  and  perhaps  the 
commonest  worm  we  have.  It  is  found  in  all  gardens  and 
fields,  and  many  other  places  likewise,  save  where  the 
ground  is  dressed  with  lime,  salt,  cinders,  or  such  matters 
which  are  inimical  to  worms;  grass-plots  not  very  well 
kept ;  village  greens,  and  any  places  where  the  grass  is 
kept  pretty  short ;  the  sides  of  garden  walks,  and  in  such 
spots  they  will  be  found  very  plentiful  after  a  good  fall 
or  two  of  rain,  as  soon  as  the  evening  comes  on.  Go  out 
then  with  a  lantern,  and,  treading  gently,  you  may  gather 
two  or  three  or  more  quarts  of  them,  but  the  worm-catcher 
requires  to  be  pretty  active  in  grabbing  them,  and  resolute 
in  hanging  on,  as  they  dart  into  their  holes  when  alarmed 
with  great  rapidity,  and  hang  on  when  half  in  and  half  out 
with  singular  tenacity,  often  submitting  rather  to  be  pulled 
in  halves  to  letting  go.  They  should  be  scoured  in  aplentiful 
supply  of  moss,  and  looked  over  every  day,  the  dead  and 
sickly  picked  out  and  thrown  away,  or  they  poison  the  rest. 
In  order  to  keep  a  good  stock  of  them,  fill  an  old  chest  or 
packing-case  with  clay,  and  turn  some  thousands  of  worms 
into  it.  This  will  keep  them  in  good  order  till  they  are 
wanted,  when  they  can  be  taken  out  and  scoured.     For 
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the  hook  those  which  are  reddest,  with  a  red  streak  down 
the  back  and  a  clean  bright  tail,  are  the  best.  The  others 
do  for  ground  bait.  Used  for  trout,  salmon,  barbel,  bream, 
and  chub. 

The  Dock  or  Flcig  Worm. — ^This  is  a  pretty  little  worm, 
found  in  the  roots  of  flags,  but  as  the  red  worm  answers 
exactly  the  same  purpose,  is  very  similar  to  it,  and  is  not 
a  tithe  of  the  trouble  to  obtain,  I  need  not  enter  upon  any 
special  directions  in  reference  to  it. 

The  Blood  Worm. — This  little  worm  is  rather  a  larva 
than  a  worm,  and  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  stagnant  pools 
in  vast  quantities,  so  much  so  as  at  times  quite  to  colour 
the  bottom.  It  is  said  to  be  an  infallible  bait  for  roach. 
I  have  never  tried  it,  as  it  seems  to  me,  from  its  extremely 
small  size  and  slender  proportions,  next  to  impossible  to 
get  it  on  a  hook  at  all ;  however,  as  report  notes  it  as  a 
good  bait  for  roach,  I  quote  the  report  for  what  it  is  worth. 

The  Meal  Worm. — This  is  not  a  woim  either,  being 
a  grub  or  larva ;  indeed,  it  is  the  larva  of  a  beetle,  the 
scientific  name  of  which  is  Ten-ebrio  Tiwlitor.  It  is  very 
abundant  in  mills  and  such  places  as  large  stores  of  flour 
and  meal  are  kept  in.  It  is  a  capital  bait  for  trout^  and 
no  doubt  for  many  other  fish.  There  is  no  bait  equal  to 
it  for  a  nightingale,  so  the  bird-fanciers  say,  but  this  is  a 
branch  of  angling  I  have  not  much  knowledge  of.  They 
keep  easily  in  a  little  flour,  and  need  no  scouring. 

Oentlea  or  Maggots. — Gentles  or  maggots  are  bred  from 
almost  any  putrefying  animal  matter.  They  are  the  larvae 
of  various  flies.  The  best  are  those  which  are  bred  in 
bullock's  liver ;  and  the  plan  is  to  take  a  piece  of  liver, 
slash  it  about  with  a  knife,  and  hang  it  up  in  the  sun. 
The  large  blow-flies  collect  upon  it  and  lay  their  eggs  in 
the  crevices.  When  it  appears  sufficiently  blown,  it  should 
be  taken  down  and  put  into  a  tub  or  pan,  and  kept  out  of 
the  way  of  cats  or  birds.    In  a  few  days  the  eggs  hatch 
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into  maggots.  A  few  handfuls  of  bran  are  then  added  to 
the  liver  to  keep  it  cool.  In  a  few  more  days  the  maggots 
will  have  fed  themselves  up  to  their  full  size.  They  then 
require  to  be  removed  into  another  pan  or  tub  half  fiiU  of 
bran,  and  only  a  few  scraps  of  the  liver  left  with  them  to 
feed  on.  As  soon  as  they  lose  the  dark  spot,  which  before 
they  are  scoured  appears  in  the  middle  of  them,  and 
assume  a  bright  yellowish  colour,  they  are  scoured  and 
fit  for  the  hook.  They  should  always  be  kept  in  the 
coolest  possible  place,  with  plenty  of  air  and  ventilation, 
or  they  will  soon  turn  to  chrysalids.  These  in  turn  hatch 
into  flies,  and  the  reader  should  be  careful  to  empty  his 
gentle-box  when  he  has  done  with  it,  or  he  may  when 
opening  it  on  his  next  fishing  day  be  assailed  by  a  cloud 
of  huge  blow-flies.  The  chrysalis  is  a  favourite  bait  at 
times  with  the  roach,  but  they  are  rather  tender  on  the 
hook.  Carrion  and  other  gentles  are  mostly  used  for 
ground-bait,  and  require  no  scouring.  They  are  obtained 
from  koacker's  yards,  butchers,  or  tallow  melters,  &c.  &c. 
Some  of  the  larger  kinds  may  at  times  be  used  for  hook 
bait,  but  they  are  all  inferior  to  the  liver  gentles.  Gentles 
may,  by  being  buried  in  an  earthenware  vessel,  be  kept 
far  into  the  winter.  Be  careful  to  keep  the  gentles  in  a 
dry  vessel,  as,  if  the  sides  be  wet,  they  can  and  will  creep 
away ;  also,  be  sure  that  your  tub,  if  you  use  one,  be  sound, 
as  no  crevice  is  too  small  for  them  to  force  their  way 
through. 

Almost  all  fresh-water  fish  take  maggots  freely ;  notably 
roach,  dace,  barbel,  bream,  gudgeon,  &c. ;  they  are  much 
afiected  too  by  trout  and  greyling. 

Oreaves  or  Scratchings  is  the  refuse  skin  &c.  from  the 
tallow  melters ;  it  is  made  into  hard  cakes,  and  must  be 
partially  broken  up  and  scalded  before  used.  It  is  a  capital 
bait  for  chub,  roach,  and  dace.  The  whitest  and  tousrhest 
pieces  being  used  for  the  hook. 
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Wdsp  Orub.-^This  is  a  very  killing  bait  for  trout,  grey- 
ling,  and  dace,  and  indeed  for  almost  any  fish,  but  they  are 
too  tender  for  the  hook  without  some  preparation.  Suppos- 
ing the  angler  to  have  obtained  a  nest,  let  him  break  ofif  all 
the  grubs  which  are  uncovered,  and  with  the  embryo  wasps 
put  them  aside  for  ground  bait.  The  comb  is  then  to  be 
put  into  a  jar,  and  that  into  hot  water,  and  steamed  until 
the  grubs  are  tough  enough,  taking  care  that  no  water  gets 
to  the  comb.  Some  prefer  to  bake  them  instead.  Either 
plan  answers  well  enough. 

Cockchafer  and  Beetle  Orubs. — These  large  grubs  are 
frequently  found  when  turning  up  the  garden  soil,  turf, 
cow  droppings,  or  under  old  half-dried  dung  heaps.  They 
should  be  served  as  the  wasp  grub  to  toughen  them.  It 
is  difficult,  however,  to  get  enough  of  them  to  make  a 
point  of  fishing  with  them.  They  are  first-rate  bait  for 
chub. 

Caddis  or  Cadbait — This  little  insect,  which  is  the 
larva  of  various  water-flies,  is  found  at  the  bottom  of 
^streams.  Its  body  being  soft  and  easily  damaged,  nature 
has  prompted  it  to  make  a  defence  in  the  shape  of  a  case 
which  it  provides  for  itself.  This  case  is  smooth  in  the  in- 
side, and  is  composed  on  the  outside  of  minute  ticks,  or 
bits  of  gravel  and  other  matters,  and  upon  any  alarm  it 
retires  within  it.  It  is  about  the  size  of,  and  ather  re- 
sembles in  appearance,  a  gentle;  it  is,  however,  much  more 
tender,  and  requires  delicate  handling  in  baiting.  Trout, 
roach,  dace,  &c.,  are  very  fond  indeed  of  it. 

Palmers, — These,  which  are  the  grubs  or  caterpillars  of 
various  moths,  particularly  the  fox  and  the  tiger  moths, 
are  seldom  used  in  their  natural  state,  the  imitations  being 
so  good  as  to  render  it  quite  unnecessary,  whilst  the  flesh 
is  so  soft  that  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  pierce  them 
without  destroying  them.  The  imitations,  however,  are 
excellent  for  trout  and  chub.     They  should  chiefly  be  used 
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under  overhanging  trees  and  bushes  which  abound  in  some 
streams^  but  mostly  in  still  waters. 

Leeches  form  an  excellent  bait  for  trout,  and  may  be 
used  with  advantage  at  times ;  as  may  also  the 

Cockrodch,  which  is  found  in  abundance  in  all  old 
houses.  The  trout  are  so  fond  of  a  cockroach  that  they  will 
hardly  ever  refuse  one.  The  hook  should  be  run  through 
from  the  gullet  to  the  tail. 

Orasahoppery  baited  in  a  similar  way,  makes  an  excel- 
lent bait  for  chub  and  greyling,  and  trout  will  also  take 
them.  If  small,  use  two  hooks,  insert  the  second,  and 
put  on  in  the  reverse  position.  N.B.  The  hoppers  must 
be  removed. 

The  Cricket  is  also  a  good  bait,  but  should  be  used  like 
the  cockroach  and  meal  worm,  chiefly  in  mill-tails. 

The  Cockchafer  and  Humblebee  are  admirable  baits 
for  chub,  and  may  be  used  either  in  daping  at  the  top 
of  the  water  or  in  mid-water.  A  good  cut  of  an  artificial 
humblebee  may  be  seen  in  Plate  IX.  fig.  4. 

The  Crab  or  Creeper. — This  is  the  larva  of  the  stone 
fly,  and  is  found  in  abundance  under  the  stones  and  pebbles 
by  the  beds  and  brinks  of  many  rivers.  It  is  a  most 
killing  bait  for  trout,  more  particularly  when  the  water  is 
low  and  clear.  It  is  customary  to  use  two  of  them.  In 
appearance  it  rather  resembles  the  common  cricket.  It  is 
very  active  in  its  haunts,  and  easily  gets  out  of  sight.  A 
sufficient  number  should  be  collected  on  the  morning  of 
fishing,  as  they  do  not  keep  very  welL  Keep  them  moist 
in  a  tin  box. 

Beetles, — There  are  many  beetles  which  trout,  chub, 
and  other  fish  will  take.  Indeed,  the  question,  perhaps, 
rather  would  be  to  decide  what  they  would  not  take.  The 
best,  however,  have  already  been  noticed  under  the  head 
of  beetle-fishing.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  keeping  them 
for  some  days.     If  small  two  can  be  employed. 
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Small  Frogs  are  an  excellent  bait  for  both  trout  and  chub. 
In  baiting  with  them,  be  careful  only  to  take  up  a  little 
of  the  back  skin  on  the  hook,  so  as  not  to  impede  their 
motions,  and  they  will  be  found  the  more  attractive. 

Slugs  and  Snails. — ^These  are  excellent  baits  for  vari- 
ous kinds  of  fish.  Trout  are  very  fond  of  a  good  fat  snail 
or  a  white  slug,  and  chub  have  a  decided  peTwhant  for  a 
large  black  slug.  If  the  belly  be  slit  open  and  show  the 
white,  it  will  be  almost  infallible. 

Large  Frogs  are  a  capital  bait  for  pike  when  fish  cannot 
be  procured.  In  baiting,  Isaac  Walton's  directions  are  good 
to  an  extent,  viz.  put  the  hook  in  at  the  mouth  and  out  at 
the  gills,  and  then  tie  one  of  the  hind  legs  above  the  upper 
joint  to  the  wire  of  the  hook.  I  think,  however,  ^  better 
plan  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  gills  at  all,  but  pass  the 
hook  through  the  under  lip  and  so  through  to  the  leg. 

Bats,  Mice,  and  Small  Birds  are  also  good  bait  for  pike. 
The  two  first  make  a  good  bait  stuffed  with  suflBcient  lead 
within  to  make  them  swim  properly,  and  one  good  hook 
sticking  out  of  the  after  part  of  the  belly.  Failing  in 
procuring  the  skins,  a  tolerable  imitation  of  water-rat  can 
be  made  from  a  bit  of  the  skin  of  a  cow's  tail.  But  these 
baits  need  never  be  resorted  to  when  live  or  dead  fish  can 
be  obtained.     The  best 

Fish  Baits  are,  for  pike.  The  roach,  dace,  bleak,  and  gud- 
geon; for  trout,  a  small  dace,  bleak,  gudgeon,  loach,  min- 
now, and  even  bull  head.  Fish  baits  should  be  kept  in  a 
corfe  with  plenty  of  gratings  in  it.  A  corfe  is  simply  a  large 
box  made  of  stout  elm  or  oak  timber,  and  shaped  like  the 
bow  of  a  boat  rather.  This  bow  has  a  chain  and  anchor 
to  it,  so  as  to  secure  it  in  its  place.  There  are  usually 
gratings  at  the  bows  and  on  the  under  part  as  well  as  at 
the  back  and  on  the  top.  The  latter  two  admit  plenty  of 
air.  The  corfe  should  be  kept  in  a  running  stream,  and 
in  sunny  weather  it  should  be  put  in  a  cool  shady  place. 
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It  should  now  and  then  be  dleaned,  and  the  gratings  freed 
from  obstructionsy  and  the  fish  should  be  occasionally  fed 
with  a  handful  of  bread  crumbs,  chopped  worms,  or  mag- 
gots, for  fish  cannot  live  for  ever  upon  nothing,  though 
they  will  live  some  time.  If  the  fish  be  thus  properly 
attended  to,  and  the  dead  and  sickly  ones  picked  out  daily, 
they  will  live  and  do  well  in  confinement  for  a  long  time. 
Near  the  mouth  of  a  drain  is  a  favourite  place  for  small 
fry,  and  a  good  place  for  the  bait-net.  In  cold  weather 
they  take  to  the  deeper  streams,  and  are  difficult  to  procure. 
In  floods  they  must  be  sought  in  eddies  and  any  quiet 
spot.  In  the  winter,  minnows  are  difficult  to  find  in  rivers. 
At  this  time  they  are  usually  packed  away  in  thousands  in 
some  small  hole  under  a  root  or  bank  in  some  little  tribu- 
t€U7  brook,  or  up  some  large  pipe  drain.  There  are  various 
ways  of  preserving  baits.  One  is  to  salt  them,  but  this 
80  discolours  them  and  makes  them  so  soft  that  it  is  ob- 
jectionable. The  next  is  to  preserve  a  lot  in  a  wide- 
necked  bottle  or  jar,  pack  them  pretty  tight,  and  fill  up 
with  spirits  of  wine.  Gin  will  do,  but  spirits  of  wine  does 
much  better.  The  other  way  is  to  paint  them  thinly  over 
with  glycerine.  Either  of  the  last  methods  preserves  the 
colour  and  toughens  the  bait. 

Paste  is  made  of  the  crumb  of  new  loaf,  worked  up  with 
a  drop  or  two  of  water  and  very  clean  hands.  It  may  be 
made  plain  or  sweetened  with  honey,  or  flavoured  to  fancy, 
or  even  coloured  with  pigments.  Cover  the  hook  with  it ; 
some  work  up  wool  with  it  to  keep  it  better  on  the  book. 
Boach,  carp,  and  other  fish  affect  pastes. 

Cheese  forms  a  good  bait  for  a  change  with  chub  or 
barbel.  Gut  it  up  in  morsels  of  dice  size  for  use,  and  use 
pretty  much  like  paste. 

The  provender  of  fishes  is  endless  in  its  items,  and 
almost  anything  edible  may  be  converted  into  a  bait. 
For  example,  fish  will  dine  very  much  like  himians — say 
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upon  bacon  and  peas^  and  bread  and  cheese ;  bacon  being 
a  capital  bait  at  times  for  barbel^  peas  for  carp,  bread  for 
roach,  and  cheese  for  chub,  and  the  art  of  the  angler  con- 
sists in  consulting  their  tastes  and  tickling  their  palates. 

RECIPES    AND    NOTABIUA. 

To  dye  0-ut — ^First  moisten  it  well,  then  dilute  some 
ink  slightly  with  water,  and  steep  the  gut  in  it :  if  only  a 
light  colour  be  required,  for  a  short  time ;  if  darker,  for  a 
longer  period.  This  gives  a  blue.  For  an  amber,  a  very 
light  discoloration  may  be  obtained  by  steeping  in  tea  or 
coffee  lees,  and  a  deeper  colour  by  using  the  water  in  which 
walnut  shucks  have  been  steeped.  For  a  green,  boil  a  piece 
of  green  baize^  and  put  the  gut  in  the  liquor  while  it  is 
warm. 

To  dreae  Linea^ — Take  equal  parts  of  boiled  linseed  oil 
and  copal  varnish,  and  steep  the  line  in  it  till  well  soaked, 
and  then  bang  it  out  to  dry,  clearing  off  all  the  refuse 
dressing  with  a*  piece  of  rag.  When  the  line  is  dry,  repeat 
the  operation.  Some  eschew  varnish  as  being  too  brittle, 
using  a  spoonful  of  gold  size  instead.  Gold  size  dries  up 
the  dressing  more  or  less  quickly,  as  the  quantity  used  is 
increased  or  diminished.  Boiled  oil,  with  a  knob  of  resin, 
makes  a  useful  and  hard  dressing,  and  dries  more  quickly, 
but  is  sticky  when  warm,  and  is  rather  brittle  likewise. 
India-rubber  dressing  will  be  foimd  preservative,  which  is 
not  always  the  case  with  varnish  and  oil  dressings,  as  these 
often  bum  and  injure  the  line.  Cut  up  some  white  India- 
rubber  in  small  chips,  and  dissolve  it  in  turps ;  dress  the 
line  with  it,  and  when  thoroughly  dry  it  makes  a  capital 
dressing.  All  lines  should  be  thoroughly  dried  and  hard 
before  using,  or  the  dressing  comes  off  speedily. 

Varnish  for  Tacklsy  Hook  Dressings,  &c. — Break  up 
small  some  shell-lac,  put  it  into  a  bottle,  and  dissolve  it 
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thoroughly  in  strong  spirits  of  wine ;  paint  the  dressing 
over  with  it,  and  hang  it  in  some  warm  spot  to  dry,  which 
it  does  speedily.  Before  using,  shake  up  the  varnish  and 
see  that  the  dressing  is  thoroughly  dry.  It  is  also  advis- 
able not  to  use  the  tackle  until  the  dressing  is  properly 
dry  and  hard,  or  it  turns  white. 

Varnish  for  Rods, — ^The  best  varnish  for  rods  is  the 
^  best  coachmakers'  varnish.'  Two  coats  of  this  are  ample, 
but  the  first  coat  must  be  quite  dry  before  the  other  is 
laid  on. 

Liquid  Wax. — ^Dissolve  some  cobblers'  wax  in  spirits  of 
wine,  shake  it  up,  and  lay  on  with  a  feather.  This  is  very 
useful  with  frayed  or  weak  silk,  when  tying  a  neat  and 
delicate  fly,  as  the  spirit  evaporates,  but  the  wax  remains 
on  the  silk. 

White  Wax. — Take  two  ounces  of  the  best  resin  and  one 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  beeswax,  simmer  them  together  in 
a  pipkin  for  ten  minutes ;  add  one  quai*ter  of  an  ounce  of 
tallow,  and  simmer  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  then  pour 
the  mass  out  into  a  basin  of  water,  and  work  it  up  with  the 
fingers  until  perfectly  pliable.  A  very  useful  and  tenacious 
wax. 

Dry  or  Brittle  Cobblers^  Wax, — If  the  wax  be  too  brittle 
or  dry,  add  the  smallest  possible  morsel  of  tallow,  and  work 
it  up  with  the  cobblers'  wax,  and  it  soon  becomes  soft  and 
usable. 

India-rvbber  Olue — ^used  to  mend  waterproof  boots  and 
stockings,  by  sticking  a  piece  of  sheet  rubber  over  a  crack — 
is  made  in  the  same  way  as  the  India-rubber  dressing 
for  lines,  by  dissolving  India-rubber,  cut  small,  in  turps  or 
naptha.  For  this  the  black  rubber  is  preferred,  and  the 
mixture  is  stronger  and  thicker  than  for  line-dressing. 

Cement  for  Aquariums,  &c, — ^Melt  some  resin  in  a 
pipkin,  and  stir  in  about  one-half  the  same  quantity  of 
putty,  while  simmering,  by  degrees ;  pour  it  on  hot. 
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To  dress  Water  Boots. — Beeswax,  tallow,  and  black  var- 
nish, or  tar,  which  is  preferred  by  some,  should  be  melted 
together  and  rubbed  into  the  boots  before  the  fire,  so  as  to 
melt  it  into  the  cracks  thoroughly. 

To  keep  Moth  from  Feathers, — Pepper  them  well  with 
white  pepper,  and,  above  all,  keep  them  from  the  damp. 
Expose  valuable  feathers  to  the  air  now  and  then.  Chopped 
tobacco  leaf  is  a  capital  preservative,  and  a  little  strewed 
on  the  fly-book  is  very  efficacious.  Camphor  is  good  as 
long  as  it  lasts,  but  it  soon  dissolves,  and  is  very  expensive, 
too.     Cedar  chips  are  said  to  be  good. 

To  pack  Trout, — ^Dry  them  thoroughly,  and  pack  them 
in  dry  straw.  If  for  a  long  journey,  gut  them,  and  dust 
the  inside  with  pepper.  Sting-nettles  are  said  to  preserve 
the  colour  for  a  short  journey ;  but  never  use  grass,  as  any 
damp  is  not  desirable. 

To  stain  Qimp. — Bright  brass  gimp  is  very  easily  seen 
by  the  fish.  To  discolour  it,  soak  it  in  a  solution  of  bi- 
chlorate  of  platinum  mixed  with  water  (1  of  platinum  to 
8  or  10  of  water) ;  then  dry  before  the  fire.  (*  Book  of 
the  Pike,'  p.  97.) 

Treatment  of  Waterproofs^  Hats^  &c, — Neither  boots 
nor  coats  must  be  put  too  near  the  fire.  They  may  be 
safely,  and  with  advantage,  placed  at  a  reasonable  distance 
from  it ;  but  the  best  of  servants  are  careless  about  this, 
and  boots  worth  many  pounds  are  constantly  destroyed  by 
hasty  drying.  John  does  not  think  of  it  over  night,  and 
when  the  boots  are  wanted  in  the  morning  they  are  damp. 
Then  comes  the  fire  to  work,  and  hiTic  illce  lachryTnce. 
The  sun,  if  you  can  make  use  of  him,  is  a  much  safer 
medium ;  turn  the  boots  down  as  far  as  you  can,  prop 
them  open  with  sticks,  and  let  the  sun's  rays  strike  down 
into  them.  Never  allow  your  macHrUoshes  to  be  hung  up 
on  a  peg.  The  peg  point  cracks  the  rubber  by  stretching 
it,  and  a  new  mackintosh  is  rendered  leaky  in  one  night. 
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Even  if  hung  up  by  the  loop,  there  is  a  heavy  drag  upon 
two  points,  which  will,  sooner  or  later,  produce  the  same 
result.  I  always  spread  mine  over  a  chair-back,  or  fold 
up  and  put  away  in  a  cupboard  when  not  wanted.  Never 
mind  what  waterproofers  say  about  hanging  up.  Repair- 
ing is  their  business,  and  wearing  out  is  yours.  Many  a 
time  have  I  got  wet  through  with  a  nearly  new  mackintosh, 
and  from  no  other  reason  than  a  minute  peg  split,  not 
bigger  than  a  pin's  point.  In  buying  a  fishing  hat,  look 
carefully  to  the  fastening  on  of  the  hat  lining;  if  that  is 
sewn  on  by  passing  the  thread  through  and  through  the 
entire  substance  of  the  hat,  do  not  buy  it,  as  it  will  not  be 
waterproof.  My  head  has  been  soaked  in  perfectly  new 
hats  again  and  again,  simply  because  some  idiotic  hat- 
binder  persists  in  digging  his  needle  through  and  through 
the  bend  between  the  brim  and  the  head-piece  about  one 
or  two  hundred  of  times,  thereby  converting  that  which 
was  once  waterproof  into  a  mere  sieve.  Complaining  on 
this  subject,  some  time  since,  in  the  ^  Field,'  Messrs. 
Carrick  of  Carlisle,  and  Christie  of  Bond  Street,  called  my 
attention  to  their  felt  hats,  as  being  devoid  of  this  unde- 
sirable property,  and  on  inspection  and  trial,  I  find  that 
they  are  so,  and  therefore  think  it  right  to  mention  the 
fact. 

Dry  Lmea. — All  lines  and  nets  after  using  should  be 
spread  out,  or  hung  up,  to  dry.  A  trolling  or  fly  line  can 
be  unwound,  and  either  wound  round  the  back  of  a  chair 
or  laid  upon  the  sideboard  in  loose  coils  ;  but  by  no  means 
put  them  away  in  the  least  damp,  or  when  you  come  to 
use  them  again  they  will  be  perfectly  rotten  and  useless. 

To  'preserve  Out,  Silky  Tinsel^  &c. — Neither  keep  it  in 
too  dry,  or  rather  warm,  a  place,  lest  it  become  brittle,  nor 
in  a  damp  place,  where  it  will  become  rotten.  Do  not 
expose  it  either  to  the  air  more  than  possible  or  to  the 
sun,  for  light  appears  to  have  a  very  deleterious  eflfect  upon 
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gut  and  silk ;  a  hank  of  gut  exposed  in  a  shop-window 
speedily  gets  rotten  and  unreliable.  I  usually  coil  the 
gut  and  wrap  it  in  a  piece  of  flannel,  and  put  it  away  in 
a  box  till  required.  The  same  may  be  said  of  tying  silks 
precisely,  while  tinsel  must  be  kept  in  the  dark  to  pre- 
serve its  colour.  It  may  be  partially  restored  by  wetting 
the  fingers  with  a  little  spirit,  and  drawing  the  tinsel  be- 
tween them  repeatedly;  but  it  never  attains  its  pristine 
brilliance.  Very  dim  tinsel  may  be  brightened  up  by  the 
application  of  a  knife  in  some  old  fly  which  it  may  be 
thought  desirable  to  give  one  more  trial  to. 

Old  Mies  or  Hooks  Drawing. — Many  an  old  fly  or  hook 
will  draw,  that  is,  the  gut  will  draw  away  from  the  hook 
when  first  used.  But  dry  gut  will  draw  when  wet  will 
not.  Therefore,  before  using,  or  even  testing,  such  mate- 
rials, soak  them  for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  fact  of  their 
being  trustworthy  or  the  reverse  may  easily  be  ascertained 
for  a  certainty.  Gut  will  seldom  draw,  however,  if  the 
extreme  end  is  bitten  or  flattened. 

Oil  for  Hooks. — Oil  used  for  preserving  hooks,  swivels, 
&c.  from  rust  should  be  boiled,  so  that  if  there  be  any 
water  in  it  (as  is  frequently  the  case)  it  evaporates  in  the 
steam,  and  the  oil  is  purified.  If  this  be  not  done,  the 
hook  points  will  often  suffer  from  rust  in  spite  of  the  oil. 

Marine  Olue  will  often  be  found  very  serviceable  in 
covering  weak  splices  and  securing  ties,  as  it  becomes  ex- 
tremely hard,  is  yet  elastic,  and  will  not  crack,  and  is 
quite  impermeable  to  wet  even  under  the  hardest  work, 
which  few  varnishes  are  capable  of.  It  is  diflScult  to  lay  it 
on  neatly ;  the  best  plan  is  to  pass  a  hot  iron  over  it. 

I  have  now  brought  the  angler  to  the  end  of  my  in- 
structions, and  if  I  have  succeeded  in  imparting  to  him 
any  useful  knowledge  my  end  will  have  been  accomplished. 
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HUTCHINSON'S  KENDAL  FISH-HOOKS. 


EBtabUshed  1746. 


P.  HUTCHINSON  &  SON, 

(Late  ADLnroToir  &  Hutchinson), 

MAmrFACTUSSBS  OV  AUi   KIin)8   OF  SINaLB.   DOTTBIiS.  AND    T&BBLB 

FISH-HOOKS 

FOR    LAKE    AND    RIVER    FISHING; 


ALSO 


PUDES  POE  SALMON,  TROUT,  AM  &MTLnr&, 

AND  BTHBT   80BT  OF 

ROD,  FISHING  TACKLE,  &c. 

Wholesale  and  Retail, 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON'S  FISH-HOOKS  may  be  had  from  any 
Tackle  Dealer  in  the  kingdom^  or  they  can  be  supplied  direct  from 
the  Manufacturers, 

P.  HUTCHINSON  &  SON, 

KENDAL, 

To  whom  Foot  Office  Orders  should  be  made  payable. 


N.B. — Hooka  and  Flies  made  to  Order. 

BYEBT  QVALITT  OF  SHJLWOBX  OX7T  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 


COMFORT     FOR     PEDESTRIANS ! ! 

FAGG  BROTHEES, 

9  PANTON    STREET,    LONDON,    S.W. 


*  If  you  wish  to  rest  ofUr  a  long  ride^ 
Sir  Walter  Scott  advised,  taks  a  long 
walk.  There  is  philosophy  here,  and  the 
poor  mui  practises  it  who  leaves  off  work 
and  goes  to  skittles.  But  Sir  Walter  was 
a  rational  being,  and  wore  his  shoes  made 
in  conformity,  and  not  opposed  to  the 
shape  of  his  foot.  It  is  this  common- 
sense  view  of  a  simple  fact  which  induces 
the  more  refined  pedestrian,  the  scientific 
angler,  and  the  intelligent  sportsman,  to 
mi^e  a  selection  (ere  they  yentnre  amongst 
the  moontalns  and  streams)  of  boots  after 


the  Faoo  Brothers'  principle,  in  which  a 
man  may  walk  imtil  domesday  and  hare 
no  more  complaint  to  make  against  the 
envelopes  of  his  feet  than  of  the  feet 
thems^ves :  indeed,  when  he  returns  to 
his  inn,  will  feel  little  desire  to  exchange 
the  comfort  of  a  glove-like  fit,  with  a  per- 
fect freedom  of  action,  for  even  the  pro- 
verbial ease  of  the  slipper.  The  counter- 
sinking of  the  heel  of  the  boot  is  a  truly 
scientific  notion,  and  most  effectually  keeps 
the  foot  from  all  friction  and  attendant 
irritation.'— 2V  Sun. 


LEATHER  WATERPROOF  WADING  BOOTS  AND  BACKSTRAPS. 

*  Their  boots  of  this  kind  are  perfect.'— i8(P«  Game  Preserver's  Manuai* 

HT7KTIK0,   SHOOTINO,   AKD  EYEBY   KIND  OF  SPOBTIKG, 
WALKING,   AND  EVENING  BOOTS. 

CATALOGUES     PRBB     ON     APPLICATION. 

WOOLGAR'S     FISHING     STOCKINGS, 
21«.  and  24*.  per  pair.    Vide  Field,  May  21,  1864. 

WOOLGAR'S      FISHING      TROUSERS, 

»  '  36«.  and  40«.  per  pair. 

OOLGAR'S       FISHING       BAGS, 

Vide  Field,  May  21.  1864. 


W 


WOOLGAR'S    FISHING    BROGUES, 
Vide  FDstD,  Feb.  25,  1866. 

I  -  ---  -        _      -    -  ■  _  _  ■ 

OOLGAR'S       FISHING       COAT. 


W 


WOOLGAR'S     WATERPROOFS, 
Guaranteed  for  all  climates. 


WOOLGAR    &    CO.,    MANUFACTURERS, 
7  Lndgate  Hill,  London. 


*v 


W.  BAKTLEET  &  SONS' 

CBLEBBATED  BVBJJSQ  STEBL 
DUBLIN,    HOLLOW    POINT,   AND    OTHER    SHAPED 

limebice:  fish-hooks, 

BOUND,  KIRBY,  AND  SNECK-BENT  KENDAL, 

WABBAMTBD  OV  FINBgrr  TEMPRB  ASD  FDHBH. 

As  also  every  other  description  of 

FISH-HOOKS 

FOE  RIVEE  OE  SEA  FISHING. 

AS  WELL  AS  THEIR  SSLBCTED  LONDON 

PATENT  TAFEB  and  WATEBFBOOF  SILK  LINES,  and 

FiBhing  Tackle  in  general, 

con  be  obtained  through   any  respectable  Dealer,  or  wholesale  at  their 

MANUFACTORY, 

ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

ESTABLISHBD  17fi0. 

In^wiers  of  ttrongeU  Salmon  and  JInest  Trout  SUttoorm  €M  qf  tuperior  quaUHet. 

PcOaUeei  qf  Oval  Ptrfed-Eyed  NeeoUet, 

'THE   ONLY    REGULAR   TACKLE   SHOP    IN    WALES.' 

WILLIAM  JONES 

(Nephew  and  nuxessor  to  Gbiffeth  Jqnbs) 

TACK&B  nsAxruFAcnm&SB,, 


HAS    ALWAYS   ON  HAND    A   LABOB   nOCK    OF 

BODS,   riJES,   NETS,   PAHHIEBS,  Ac.  fto.  OF  THE  BEST  SOBT, 

ABD  nr  eBEAT  VABIET7. 

BODS  BEPAIBHD,  and  all  oxders  promptly  attended  to. 

ALFRED    CARTER, 

FI8HINQ    BOD    AND    TACKLE    MANUFACTUBEB, 

WhOLBSALB,  BBIAIL,  and  FOB  BZPOBTATION, 

124  ST.  JOHN'S  STBEET  BOAO  (near  Sadlers  Wells  Theatre), 

**?»J^,Si*.5^*?P*^on  *o  Wi  weU-ieaaoned  stock  of  SALMON,  TBOUT  SPINNING,  ROACH, 
and  BARBEL  ROD8,:-8almon  Rods,  flnt  gnality,  highly  flniihed,  18  ftet,  two  topi,  30s. ;  second 
qoaUty  ditto,  U*.  i  third  ditto.  16s.  Trout  Rods.  12  feet,  highly  finished,  5s.,  fis.  M.,  Vs.,  12s.  6(/., 
16s.  to  20s.  Roach  Rods,  18  feet,  two  tops,  7s.  6d.,  12s.,  14s.  6d.,  S2s.  East  India  Cane  Spinning 
Rods,  two  tops,  from  7s.  6d.  Barbel  Rods,  6".  to  20s.  Castle  Conner  Salmon  Rods,  16s.,  20s.  to 
SOS.  Trout  Flies,  dressed  to  pattern,  is.  per  dosen.  Sea-Trout  Flies,  Is.  9d,  per  doaen.  Salmon 
Flies,  3s.  per  dozen.  The  Exhibition  Baits,  Is.  6(i.,  2s.,  2s:  6d.,  Pike  and  Trout  sizes.  The  Perfect 
May  Flies,  Is.,  Is.  6(2.,  Is.  9c2. 

All  articles  at  this  esUMishment  toarranted  best  material  and  ifforkmanship. 
N.B.— All  orders  from  the  comitry  must  be  accompanied  with  Post-OflOlce  Order  or  Stamps. 
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HEARDER'S  PRIZE  FISHING  TACKLE. 

The  following  artioles  were  awarded  the  BBONZE  MED  Alt  of  the 
Boyal  Ck>mwall  Folytechnic  Institution,  September  1866. 

HEABDEB'S  NEW  PIANO  CONVEX  MINNOW,  celebrated  thionghout  the 
United  Kingdom  as  the  moefc  killing  ipinning  bait  erer  introduced.  It  ^ins  on  a 
oentze  wire  without  turning  the  hooks,  which  therefore  strike  in  the  direction  of  the 
point.  Prices  by  post :— No.  1,  Trout,  U.  id. ;  No.  2,  Trout  and  Salmon  Peel,  Is.  5dL  ; 
No.  3,  Salmon,  U.  9d. ;  No.  4,  Salmon  and  Pike,  2s.  3d. 

HEABDEB'S  UNBIYALLEI)  SILVEB  SPINNEB,  for  Mackerel,  Pollack,  and  aU 
Sea  Fish.  This  eztraordinaty  bait  is  so  efBx»cious  on  the  coasts  of  England  and  Ireland 
as  to  create  by  itself  a  source  of  livelihood  in  the  Mackerel  season.  No.  1, 4<i.,  or  3  bj 
post  for  Is.  2d. ;  No.  2,  M. ;  No.  3, 8d. ;  No.  4,  Is, ;  No.  5,  Is.  6d. ;  No.  6,  2s.  Postages, 
2d.  to  4d.  extra.    JjKtger  siaes  for  Ocean  Fish,  2s.  6d. 

HEABDEB'S  INDIA  BUBBEB  SAND  EELS,  for  Bass  and  PoUack.  A  most  killing 
bait.  Prioe  by  post,  2s»  2d.  per  dozen.  Larger  sizes  on  gimp  or  twisted  gut,  Zs.  2d.  par 
dooen. 

DIFBOYED  MOUNTED  WHIFFING  UNBS,  for  Mackerel,  Pollack,  &c.,  3s.  to 
6«.  each.      

IMPBOVED  WHITINQ-  LINES,  with  long  gimp  jointed  snoods,  5s.  each. 

SPILLEBS  OB  BOULTEBS,  5<.  to  16s.  Ditto,  superior,  with  buoy  lines  complete, 
20«.  to  fiOc  Ditto,  veEty  oomplete,  wound  on  a  box  containing  the  hook^ln  the  interior, 
40s.  to  70*.  

HOOKS  SNOODED  TO  WIBB,  or  very  Strong  Gimp  with  Flax  Gore,  for  Gonger, 
&c,  2s.  to  6s.  per  dozen. 

STBONa  GIMP  WITH  FLAX  GOBE,  to  lift  60  to  160  lbs.,  6(f.  per  yaid. 

SUPEBIOB  'KABLE  JOE*  AI£UMENIZED  OOTTON  and  HEMP  LINES. 

SUPEBIOB  TBOUT  AND  SALMON  BODS,  and  the  very  best  Tackle  oi;.  every 
description. 

TBOUT  FUBS,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.    Flies  of  all  kinds  mftde  to  Older. 


MANUFACTORY-28  BUCKWELL  STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 
ANGLING    ON   THE   LAKES   AND   RIVERS    IN    IRELAND. 


WILLIAM   HATNES, 

FISHING    TACKLE    MANUFACTURER, 

In  calling  the  attention  of  answers  to  his  large  and  varied  slodc  of  Fishing  TacUe, 
suited  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  begs  to  state  that,  from  his  thorough  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  '  gentle  art '  in  all  its  varied  branches,  he  feels  fully  confident  of  giving 
perfect  satisfacition  to  all  who  may  favour  him  with  their  orders. 

W.  H.,  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  nearly  all  the  principal  lakes  and  rivers 
in  Ireland,  gentlemen  visiting  that  country  can  be  supplied  with  the  Flies  suited  to 
each  locality.  Those  who  have  given  1^  Flies  a  trial  have  proaomloed  them  perfect 
in  neatness,  firmness  and  durability  of  colour,  and  by  this  means  he  has  secured  for  his 
Tackle  a  wide-iqnread  renown. 

Flies  tied  to  pattern  with  ac(mracy  and  despatch.  Salmon  Flies,  from  Bs.  per  dozen 
upwazds ;  Lake  or  Sea-Trout,  from  2t.  6d, ;  small  Brown-Trout  Flies,  from  Is.  6d.  per 
dozen. 

A  large  assortment  of  Flies  suited  for  India,  Norway  and  Canada,  always  in  stock* 

A  trial  is  solicited  of  his  newly-invented  *  BAITING  NEEDLE,'  for  Salmon, 
Pike,  Trout,  &c.,  which  has  been  so  highly  approved  of  for  its  simplioily,  duzntailitj 
and  facility  of  being  baited.— Price  2s.  Also,  his  improved  SPINNING  HOOK  with 
moveable  fins,  which  can  be  adapted  to  any  sized  hook  or  bait.— Price  Is. 

CATALOQUES    QBATIS. 


TO    AirOLIiBS. 

THOMAS      ALDRED, 

FISHIKG-BOD  and  TAOELB  MAlTCJFAOTnSEB  to  the  Prinoe  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  Frenoh,  Queen  of  Denmark,  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  King 
of  tiie  Belgians,  and  holder  (A  four  Prize  Medals,  be^  to  inform  Anglers  that  his  Bods 
and  Tackle  are  of  first-rate  excellence  at  the  most  moderate  prices. 

Hanufactnrer  of  the  celebrated  Olned-np  Triangular  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Trolling  Bods, 
and  B^;istered  Lever  Check  and  Multiplying  Winches,  which  have  elicited  the  very 
highest  approbation. 

Whok$aley  BtbHl^  and  for  Exportation. 

V    ManTifactory-126  OXFOBD  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Catalogubs  Qratis. 
SAIiMON      AND       TBOUT       FISHINQ. 


CHABLES  FAELOW, 

191  STRAND   (NEAR    TEMPLE    BAR),    LONDON, 

MANXTFACTUBBB  OF 

Foreign  Orders  executed.    Prise  Medal  1863.    Catalofftiet  gratis, 

LYNDALE    HOTEL, 

Visitors  to  the  unrivalled  scenery  of  North  Devon  will  find  every  convenience, 
combined  witJi  comfort,  at  this  hotel.  It  is  situate  in  the  centre  of  the  various 
attractions  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  oontiguons  to  the  West  Lynn  Biver,  so  justly 
odd3irated  ae  aflBoiding  such  esicellent  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 


A.  I.  JOMS,  Proprietress. 

Cfoaeltes  run  daily  (during  (he  season),  aundays  excepted,  to  and  firom  (he 

WUliton  Bailway  Station. 

HE     QLENCAR     HOTEL. 

POST  TOWN,  KIILOBOLnr. 

JOHN    BREEN,    Pbopbibtob. 

The  Proprietor,  in  aanoanelns  to  his  fHends  and  the  imblie— p«rtienlarly  to  the  Touritt  and 
SportomaD—that  he  haa  zccently  fitted  ap  the  above  Hotel  in  a  n«at  ana  oommodions  style, 
confidently  trnata  that  he  need  say  little  as  to  the  locality  in  which  his  EstabHsbment  is  sitnated. 
Those  who  have  for  years  visited  the  locality  of  Glencar  will  besr  him  out  Id  his  assertion  that, 
for  picturesqiae  scenery  of '  Mountain  and  of  Flood,'  ftw  districts  in  ihe  Soath  of  Ireland  can  com- 
pete with  It ;  whilst  the  ftdlitv  afforded  to  the  Sportsman  and  tiie  Angler  to  pursue  their  ikvonrlte 
avocationa  is  almost  unparalleled.  No  pains  will  be  spaaed  by  the  Fnprletor  to  ensure  the  comfturt 
and  ease  of  all  who  may  honour  him  with  their  patronage. 

N.B.— Post  Horses  and  Cars  will  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  while  boats  can  be  had  on 
the  Lalces  of  Carah,  Qoun,  and  Conse. 

The  GLSNCAR  HOTEL  is  dtnate  half-way  between  Xillaniey  and  WaterriUe. 


CASTLE    OF    BRECON    HOTEL, 

SOUTH    WALES. 

TBOUT  and  SALMON  FISHING  In  the  XTsk,  extending  over  many  mileB  of  strictly 

picMrred  water.    PIKB  FISHINa  in  Llangoige  Lake.    Terms  moderate. 
First-class  aooommodation  at  the  Hotel.    7  horns  from  Paddington :  seeA.BG  Eailway 

Guide,  page  22 ;  likewise  *  The  Feeld.' 

JOSEPH    BATES,    Manager, 

ANGLING   IN    IBEIiAND. 


JOHN  FXiZNT,  17  Essex  Quay,  Dublin, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANTJFAGTUBEB  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieatena&t.  Prise 
Medallist,  Exhibition  1866.  Solicits  the  patronage  of  Tourists  visiting  Ireland  for 
Fishing.  Every  information  e^ven,  and  the  most  killing  Flies.  I«ige  Stock  of  Bods, 
Beds  and  Lines  to  select  from.    Pi^asb  Notb  the  Addbbss. 

17    ESSEX   QUAY,    DUBLIN. 

BOOKS     ON      FISHING,      Soc. 

EPHEMERA'S    HANDBOOK   OF   ANQLINQ: 

Teaching  Flj-fishing,  Trolling,  Bottom-fishing,  Salmon-fishing ;  with  the 
NatiLral  Histoiy  of  Eiver  Fish,  and  the  best  modes  of  Catching  them. 
Fourth  Edition,  with  woodcuts,  price  5«. 

EPHEMERA'S    BOOK   OF   THE   SALMON, 

Comprising  the  Theory,  Principles,  and  Practice  of  Fly-fishing  for  Salmon, 
with  Lists  of  Salmon-flies  for  every  good  river  in  liie  Empire ;  also  the 
Natural  Histoir  of  the  Salmon,  all  its  known  habits  described,  and  the  best 
way  of  artificially  breeding  it  explained.  With  numerous  coloured  Plates 
of  Sa^non-fiies  and  Salmon-fry.    Fcp.  8vo.  price  14«. 

RONALD'S    FLY-FISHER'S    ENTOMOLOGY. 

With  coloured  Bepresentations  of  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Insect.  Sixth 
Edition ;  with  20  coloured  Plates.     8yo.  14tf. 

RAYMOND'S   ART   OF    FISHING   ON    THE    PRINOIPLE    OF 

AVOIDING   CRUELTY. 

Being  a  brief  Treatise  on  the  most  Merciful  Methods  of  Capturing  Fish ;  de- 
scribing  certain  approved  Bules  in  Fishing,  used  during  Sixty  Yeara*  Practice, 
not  hit£erto  published  in  any  work  on  the  subject.    Fcp.  8yo.  price  Ss.  6d. 

HINTS   ON    SHOOTING,    FISHING,   &c. 

Both  on  Sea  and  Land  and  in  the  Fresh  and  Saltwater  Lochs  of  Scotland. 
By  C.  Idle,  Esq.    Second  Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  price  6«. 

BLAINE'S    ENCYGL0P>ED1A   OF    RURAL   SPORTS; 

A  Complete  Account,  Historical,  Practical,  and  Descriptiye,  of  Hunting, 
Shooting,  Fishing,  Bacing,  &c.  With  aboye  600  Woodcuts  (20  from 
Designs  by  John  Leech).    8yo.  price  428. 

London :  LONaMANS,  GBEEN,  and  CO.  Paternoster  Bow. 


BPOmSWOODB  AND  CO.,  PBINTEBS,  NEW'SnUEBT  SQUABB,  LONDON. 
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GEIOIRAI  LIST  OF  WORKS 


PUBLISHED   BT 


MESSRS.  LONGMANS,  GREEN,  AND  CO. 

'PATERNOSTER    ROW,    LONDON. 


Historical  Works. 

LOBB  UACAULAT'S  WOBKS.  Complete  and  Uniform  Library 
Edition.  Edited  by  his  Sister,  Lady  Tbeyelyajt.  8  vols.  8vo.  with  Portrait, 
price  £5  5».  cloth,  or  £8  8«.  bound  in  tree-calf  by  Bivi^re. 

The  HISTOBY  of  EKOLAVD  from  the  Fall  of  Wolsey  to  the  Death 
of  Elizabeth.  By  Jamss  Akthoky  Fboudb,  M.A.  late  Fellow  of  Exeter 
College,  Oxford.   Vols.  1.  to  X.  in  8vo.  price  £7  2«.  cloth. 

Vols.  I.  to  lY.  the  Beign  of  Henry  YIII.   Third  Edition,  64«. 

Vols.  Y.  and  YI.  the  Beigns  of  Edward  YI.  and  Mary.  Second  Edition,  2S«. 

YoLS.  YII.  and  YI^.  the  Beign  of  ElisEabeth,  Yols.  I.  and  II.   Fourth 
Edition,  28«. 

Yols.  IX.  and  X.  the  Beign  of  Elizabeth,  Yols.  III.  and  lY.  Z2s. 

The  HISTOBY  of  EKGLAHD  from  the  Accession  of  James  II.  By- 
Lord  Macaulay. 

LiBBABY  Edition,  5  voln.  8yo.  £4. 
Gabinbt  Editioit,  8  vols,  post  8to.  48«. 
Feoplb*s  Edition,  4  vols,  crown  8vo.  16«. 

BEVOLimONS  in  EH0LI8H  HISTOBY.  By  Robert  Yauohak, 
D.D.   3  vols.  8vo.  45». 

YoL.I.  Bevolutions  of  Bace,  Second  Edition,  revised,  15«. 
YoL.  IL  Beyolutions  in  Beligion,  l&s, 
YoL.  III.  Berolutions  in  Gtovomment,  18«. 

An  ESSAY  on  the  HISTOBY  of  the  ENailSH  GOYEBITIIEKT  and 

Constitution,  fh>m  the  Beign  of  Henry  YII.  to  the  Present  Time.     By 
JoHK  Eabl  Bussell.    Fourth  Edition,  remed.    Crown  8vo.  6^. 

The  HISTOBY  of  EHOLANB  daring  the  Rei^  of  George  the  Third. 
By  the  Bight  Hon.  W.  N.  Kassey.   Cabinet  Edition.   4  vols,  post  8?o.  249. 

The  COHSTITUTIOHAL  HISTOBY  of  EHOLAND,  since  the  Acces- 
sion  of  George  IIL 1760—1860.  By  Sir  Thoxas  Ebseute  May,C3  Second 
Edition.   2  vols.  8to.  Ste. 


2  NEW  WOBiKS  FUBLISH8D  BT  LONCniCANS  aitd  CO. 

GOKSTmrnOKAL  EISTOBY  of  the  BBITISH  EHPIBE  from  the 
Accession  of  Charles  I.  to  the  Restoration.  By  6.  Bbodie,  Esq.  Historio- 
grapher-Boyal  of  Scotland.    Second  Edition.   3  vols.  Svo.  86tf. 

HI8T0BICAL  STUDIES.  I.  On  Some  of  the  Precnrsorsof  the  French 
Bievolution ;  II.  Studies  ft'om  the  History  of  the  Seventeenth  Century ; 
III.  Leisure  Hours  of  a  Tourist.  .By  Hermait  Meritalb,  M.A.  8to. 
price  128. 6dE. 

LECTTTBES  on  the  HISTOBT  of  ElTOLAin).  Bj  Willtam  Loko- 
M Air.  Vol.  I.  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  Death  of  King  Edward  IL  with 
6  Maps,  a  coloured  Plate,  and  63  Woodcuts.   8to.  15». 

HISTOBY  of  UiViiilSATIOV.    Bj  Hbkrt  Thomas  Bugki.e.    2  toIs. 
Sto.  £1 17«. 

YoL.  I.  England  and  France,  Pourth  Edition,  Sl«. 
Vol.  II.  Spain  and  Scotland,  Second  Edition,  139. 

9EH0CBACY  in  AMEBICA.  By  Alexis  Db  Tocxjubviixb.  Trang- 
hited  by  Heitbt  Beeyb,  with  an  Introductoiy  Notice  by  the  Translator. 
2  Tols.  Syo.  21«. 

The  SFAHISH  GONQITEST  in  AXEBICA,  and  its  Relation  to  the 
Histoiy  of  Slaverv  and  to  the  Government  of  Colonies.  By  Arthub  Hxups. 
4  vols.  8vo.  £3.    VOLS.  I.  and  II.  28«.   Vols.  IIL  and  IV.  16«.  each. 

HISTOBT  of  the  BSFOBKATIOIT  in  EinELOPE  in  the  Time  of 
Calvin.   By  J.  H.  Merle  D'AuBias^,  DJ).  Vols.  L  and  U.  8vo.  289.  and 

V0L.III.12*.     V0L.IV.16». 

LIBBABT  HISTOBT  of  FBAKCEi  in  5  vols.  Syo.  Bj  Etxb  Eyahs 
Crowe.   Vol.  L  14t.  Vol.  II.  15«.  Vol.  IIL  18«.  Vol.  IV.  18«. 

LECTTTBES  on  the  HISTOBT  of  7BAK0E.  .B/  the  late  Sir  Jaxbs 
Stephen,  LL J>.   2  vols.  8vo.  24s. 

The  HISTOBT  of  GBEECE.  By  C.  Thirlwall,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop 
of  St.  David's.    8  vols.  Svo.  £8 ;  or  in  8  vols.  fop.  28t. 

The  TALE  of  the  GBEAT  PEBSIAV  WAB,  from  the  Histories  of 
Herodotus.  By  Geosgb  W.  Cox,  MA.  late  Scholar  of  Tzin.  Coll.  Qxon. 
Tcp.  7«.  6(2. 

OBEEK  HISTOBT  from  Themistocles  to  Alexander,  in  a  Series  of 
Lives  fi'om  Plutarch.  Beviaed  and  arrani^  by  A.  H.  Clouge.  ¥cp.  with 
44  Woudcuts,  6«. 

CBITICAL  HISTOBT  of  the   LANGITAGS   and   LITEBATUBE   of 

Ancient  Greece.   By  Williah  Muse,  of  CaldwelL   6  vols.  Svo.  £3  df: 

HISTOBT  of  the  LITEBATtTBE  of  AITGIEHT  GBEECE.  By  Pro- 
fessor K.  O.  MttLLBB.  Translated  by  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Gbosob  Gosn- 
WALL  Lewis,  Bart,  and  by  J.  W.  I>onald80E,  D  J).    8  vols.  8vo.  86f . 

HISTOBT  of  the  CITT  of  BOHE  from  its  Foundation  to  the  Sixteenth 

Century  of  the  Christian  Era.   By  Thomas  H.  Dtee,  LLJ).    Svo.  with  2 
Haps,  160. 

HISTOBT  of  the  BOHAHS  nnder   the   XHFIBS.     6f  Coa&lxs 

Meeivalb,  B J>.  Chaplain  to  the  Speaker.   Oabiriet  Edition,  with  Maps 

eomplete  in  8  vols,  post  Svo.  48^. 


KBW  WORKS  7UBLX8KO  BT  IiONGHAJfS  Ajsm  GO.  3 

The  FALL  of  the  BOMAN  SXPUBLIC:  a  Short  History  of  the  Last 
Century  of  the  Commoawealth.  By  Chablbs  Mssiyale,  B.D.  Chaplain  to 
the  Speaker.   Fourth  Edition.    l2mo,78.Qd. 

The  COKVEBSION  of  the  BOMAN  ElIPIBX :  the  Boyle  Lectures  for 
the  year  1864,  delivered  at  the  Chapel  BqtoI,  Whitehall.  By  Chablsb 
IfSBiYALB,  B.D.  Chaplain  to  the  Speaker.   Second  Edition,  6to.  8«.  (kf. 

The  CONYEBSION  of  the  VOBTHEBN  NATIONS ;  the  Boyle  Lec- 
tures for  1866.   By  the  same  Author.   8vo.  Ss.  Qd, 

CRITICAL  and  HI8T0BICAL  £SSATS  contributed  to  the  Edinburgh 
Review,   By  the  Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Macauujt. 

LiBSABY  Editioit,  3  vols.  8vo.  36«. 
Cabiitet  EDiTioir,  4  vols,  post  8vo.  24». 
Tbayelleb's  Ediiiob,  in  1  vol.  21*. 
PocEBT  Edition,  3  vols.  fcp.  21*. 
Fboflb's  £DiTioir,2  vols,  crown  8vo.  S«. 

HISTOBY  of  the  BISE  and  INFLTTENCE  of  the  8PIBIT  of 
BATIONALISfii  in  EUBOPE.  By  W.  E.  H.  Lbckt.  HJL  Third  Edition, 
revised.    2  vols.  8vo.  26ff. 

The  HISTOBY  of  PHILOSOPHY,  from  Thales  to  the  Present  Day. 
By  Geobgb  Hbihet  Lbwes.  Third  Edition,  partly  rewritten  and  greatly 
enlarged.  In  2  v<^.  YoL.  L  Aiu^wat  PhUoaoph^;  Yoi..  II.  Modem 
Philosophy,  INearly  ready, 

HISTOBY  of  the  INDTJCfTIVE  BCISNOBS.  By  William  Whbwbll, 
DJ).F.B.S.  late  Master  of  Trinity  College,  OamhriG^  Third  Edlticm.  3  vols, 
crown  8vo.  249. 

BOYPT'S  PLACE  in  VNIVEBSAL  HISTOBY;  an  Historical  Investi- 
gation. By  C.  C.  J.  BuKSBB,  D.D.  Translated  by  C.  H.  Cottbell,  MJL. 
With  many  Illustrations.   4  vols.  8vo.  £5  Be,   Vol.  V.  is  nearly  ready. 

ICAITNSEB'S  HIBTOBICAL  TBEA81TBY ;  comprising  a  General  In- 
troductory Outline  of  Universal  History,  and  a  series  of  Separate  Histories. 
Fcp.  10*. 

HIBTOBICAL  and  CHBONOLOOICAL  ENCYCLOPJEDIA,  presenting 
in  a  brief  and  convenient  form  Chronological  Notices  of  all  the  Great  Events 
of  Universal  Histoxy.   By  B.  B.  Woodwabd,  F.S  JL  Librarian  to  the  Queen. 

[/» the  press. 

HISTOBY  of  the  CHBISTIAN  CHUBCH,  from  the  Ascension  of 
Christ  to  the  Conversion  of  Constantino.  By  E.  Bubtoit,  D.B.  late 
Prof,  of  Divinity  in  the  Univ.  of  Oxford.    Eighth  Edition.    Fop.  38,  ed, 

SKETCH  of  the  HISTOBY  of  the  CHT7BCH  of  ENGLAND  to  the 

Bevolution  of  1688.    By  the  Bight  Bev.  T.  V.  Shobt,  DJD.  Lord  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph.    Seventh  Edition.   Crown  8vo.l09.6<2. 

HISTOBY  of  the  EABLY  GHTJBCH,  from  the  First  Preaching  of  the 
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Powers.   By  the  same  Author.   Post  Svo.  7#.  M. 


!•  NBW  WOBXS  FVUiraaB  sr  UOSXTGMkSS  Aim  00. 


The  8S0BET  ef  WBffEZ:  being  the  Hegetian  System  in  Origin, 
Principle,  Form,  and  Matter.  By  JjLXEs  Hutchisoh  Stjbjjx&.  2  vols. 
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of  the  various  Countries,  Plaoest  and  Principal  Natural  01]^«ets  in  theTIf  orld. 
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MAUHBEB'S  TBEAfiVBT  of  eEOGBAPHY,  Physical,  Historical, 
I>Bscriptiif«,  and  PoUtioal.   Bdited  by  W.  HuchKm*  F JLG.S.   WithTlCaps 

and  16  Plates.   Fcp.  10s.  6d. 


Natural  History  and  Popular  Science. 

The  ELEXENTS  of  PHT8ICS   or  NATUBAL  PHIL080PHT.    By 
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'  Isca  Silnrum.'  With  seTeral  Woodcuts  and  nearly  100  Plates  of  Figures. 
Boyal  8vo.  81s.  6d, 
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M.D.    Pep.  with  89  Woodcuts,  59. 

Kannal  of  Sponges  and  Animalonls;  with  a  General  Introduction 
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The  Wild  Elephant,  its  Strnetnre  and  Habits,  with  the  Method  of 
Taking  and  Training  it  in  Ceylon.  By  the  same  Author.  With  Illustrations. 
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Scott.  M Jk.  T.C.D.   Post  8to.  4f.6d. 
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tion.  Locomotion,  &,c,    2l8. 
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A  DICTIONABT  of  PBAGTIGAL  MEBICINS.  By  J.  Coflakd,  M.D. 
F JL.S.  Abridged  from  the  larger  work  by  the  Author,  assisted  by  J.  G. 
Copland,  M.R.C.S.  and  throughout  brought  down  to  the  present  State  of 
Medical  Science.    Pp.  1,560  in  8vo.  price  26s, 

Dr.  Copland's  Dictionary  of  Praotieal  Medicine  (the  larger  work). 

S  Yols.  8to.  £6 11«. 

The  WOEKS  of  SIB  B.  C.  BBODIB,  Bart,  collected  and  ananged 
b/  Ceaelbs  Hawkins,  F.Bi.C.S  J!.  8  vols.  Svo.  with  Medallion  and  Fac- 
sunile,  48«. 

Autobiography  of  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  Bart.  Printed  from  the  Author's 
materials  left  in  MS.    Second  Edition*   Fcp.4i».6d. 

The  TOZICOLOGIST'S  GITIDE :  a  New  Manual  on  Poisons,  giving  the 
Best  Methods  to  be  pursued  for  the  Detection  of  Poisons  (post-mortem  or 
otherwise).  By  John  Hoeslst,  F.CS.  Analytical  Chemist.  Post  Svo.  S».6d. 

A  MANUAL  of  MATEBIA  MEDICA  and  THEBAPEVTIC8,  abridged 
from  Dr.  Pbeeiea's  Elements  by  F.  J.  Faseb,  M.D.  assisted  by  B.  BsNTLBT, 
M.B.G.S.  and  by  B.  Wasington,  F  JLS.   Syo.  with  90  Woodcuts,  21«. 

Dr.  Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Third 
Edition.  Bj  A.  S.  Tatlos,  M.D.  and  G.  O.  Bees,  M.D.  8  vols.  8to.  with 
Woodcuts,  £3  15«. 

THOMSON'S    CONSPECTUS   of   the  BBITISH  PHABMACOPCEIA. 

Twenty-fourth  Edition,  corrected  and  made  conformable  throughout  to  the 
New  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  General  Council  of  Medical  Education.  By  E. 
Llotd  Biekbtt,  M  J).    18mo.  6s.  6d, 

MANUAL  of  the  DOMESTIC  PBACTICE  of  MEDICINE.  By  W.  B. 
Eebteybn,  F.B.C.S.E.  Second  Edition,  revised,  with  Additions.    Fcp.  6s, 

The  BESTOBATION  of  HEALTH ;  or,  the  Application  of  the  Laws  of 

Hygiene  to  the  Becoveiy  of  Health :  a  Manual  for  the  Invalid,  and  a  Guide 
in  the  Sick  Boom.    By  W.  Sieange,  M.D.    Fcp.  68, 

SEA-AIB  and  SEA-BATHINO    for    CHILDBEN    and    INVALIDS. 

By  the  same  Author.    Fop.  boards,  8«. 

MANUAL  for  the  CLASSIFICATION,  TBAINING,  and  EDUCATION 
of  the  Feeble-Minded,  Imbecile,  and  Idiotic.  By  P.  Maetin  Duncan,  M.B. 
aad  William  MiLLASD.   Crown  Svo.  to. 


The  Fine  Arts,  aad  Illustrated  Editions. 

The  NEW  TESTAMENT,  illustrated  with  Wood  Engravings  after  the 
larly  Mastera,  chiefly  of  the  Italian  SehooL  Crown  4te.  SS*.  doth,  gUt  top ; 
or  £6  to.  ekgantly  bound  in  moroooo. 
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LTXA  OEBXAinCA ;  Hymns  for  the  Sundays  and  Chief  FestiTBis  of 
the  Chrifltian  Year.  Translated  by  CATHSBi3ni  WnnrFOATK ;  125  Qliu- 
trations  on  Wood  drawn  by  J.  Lbightoit,  F.8.A.   ¥cp.  4to.  2U. 

The  LIFE  of  MAK  SYHBOUBED  hy  the  XOKTHS  of  the  YEAS  in 
their  Seasons  and  Phases ;  with  Passages  selected  from  Ancient  and  Modem 
Authors.  By  Bichabd  Pioot.  Accompanied  by  a  Series  of  25  fUU-pago 
Illttstrations  and  numerous  Mai^inal  BcYices,  Decorative  Initial  Letters, 
and  K^lpieoes,  engraved  on  Wood  from  Original  Designs  by  Johs  LBieHTOH, 
F.S.A.   4to.42s. 

CATS'  and  FABLIE'S  HOBAL  EMBLEMS ;  with  Aphorisms,  Adages, 
and  Proverbs  of  all  Nations :  comprising  121  Illustrations  on  Wood  bj  J. 
Lbightov,  P.SJL.  with  an  appropriate  Text  by  B.  Pigot.    Imperial  8vou 

8HAK8FEABE*B  SEETIMENTS  and  SIMILES,  printed  in  Black  and 
Gold,  and  Illuminated  in  the  Missal  Style  by  Hbvby  Nobl  Humphkbtb. 
In  massive  covers,  containing  the  Medallion  uid  Qjrpher  of  Shakspeare. 
Square  post  8vo.  21s, 

The  HISTOBY  of  OITB  LOBD,  as  exemplified  in  Works  of  Art. 
Being  the  fourth  and  concluding  series  of  *  Sacred  and  Legendary  Art.'  By 
Mrs.  Jambsob  and  Lady  BabtIiAKB.  Second  Bdition,  with  IS  Btohings 
and  881  Woodcuts.   2  vols,  square  crown  8vo.  42«. 

In  the  same  Series,  by  Mrs.  Jambsob. 

Legends  of  the  Saints  and  Martyrs.  Fourth  Edition,  with  19 
Btohings  and  187  Woodcuts.   2  vols.  81«.  6d, 

Legends  of  the  Monastic  Orders.  Third  Edition,  with  II  Etdungs 
and  88  Woodcuts.   lvoL21«. 

Legends  of  the  Madonna.  Third  Edition,  with  27  Etchings  and  165 
Woodcuts.   Ivol.  21«. 


Arts^  ManufaciureSj  (^c. 

DBAWIH0  from  EATUBE ;  a  Series  of  Progrcgsive  Instructions  in 
Sketching,  from  Elementary  Studies  to  Pinished  Views,  with  Examples 
from  Switserland  and  the  Pyrenees.  By  Geobgb  Babbaiu),  Professor  of 
Drawing  at  hugby  School.  With  18  Lithographic  Plates,  and  108  Wood 
Engravings.    Imp.  8vo.  26*. 

GWILTS  EHCYCLOFJEDIA  of  ABCHITECTUKE.  New  Edition, 
revised,  with  Altftrations  and  considerable  Additions,  by  Wtatt  Papwobtb. 
With  above  360  New  Engravings  and  Diagrams  on^Wood  by  O.  Jewitt.  and 
upwards  of  100  other  Woodcuts.   8vo.  lln  December, 

TUSCAH  8CTTLPT0BS,  their  Lives,  Works,  and  Times.  With  45 
Etchings  and  28  Woodcuts  from  Original  Drawings  and  Photographs.  By 
Ghables  0.  PBBKTira.   2  vols,  impcoial  8vo.  63«. 

The  GBAMMAB  of  BXBALDBY:  containing  a  Description  of  all  the 
Prindpal  Charges  used  in  Armonr,  the  Signification  of  Heraldic  Terma,  and 
the  Bules  to  be  observed  in  Blaaoning  and  ManhiUling.  By  Johb  £. 
CussABB.    Pep.  with  196  Woodcuts,  4*.  6d, 

The  ENOIKEEB'S  HAEDBOOX;  explaining  the  Principles  which 
should  guide  the  young  Bngineer  in  the  Construetion  of  Maduneiy.  fiy 

C.  S.  LOWNDBS.    Post  8V0.  69, 
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The   ELEKEKTS  of  MEGEAITISM.     By  T.  M.  Goodete,    M.A. 

Professor  of  Kechanics  at  the  Bi.  M.  Acad.  Woolwich.  Second  Edition, 
with  817  Woodcuts.   Post  8vo.  6«.  6d. 

USE'S  BICnONAET  of  ABT8,  MANTTFACTtJSES,  and  MINES. 
He-written  and  enlarged  by  Bobebt  Huitt,  P.B.S.  assisted  l^y  numerous 
Contributors  eminent  in  Science  and  the  Arts.  With  2,000  Woodcuts.  3  vols. 
8vo.  [/» December. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  of  CIVIL  ENOINEEBING,  Historical,  Theoreticnl, 
and  Practical.   By  E.  Gbsst,  G.E.   With  above  3.000  Woodcuts.   8yo.42s. 

TBEAXISE  on  MILLS  and  MILLWOBE.  By  W.  Fairbairn,  C.£. 
Second  Edition,  with  18  Plates  and  822  Woodcuts.    2  vols.  8vo.  Sis. 

Usefol  Infonnation  for  Engineers.  By  the  same  Author.  First 
and  Sbcokd  Series,  with  many  Plates  and  Woodcuts.  2  vols,  crown  8vu. 
10«.  6c{.  each. 

The  Application  of  Cast  and  Wrought  Iron  to  Bnilding  Purposes. 
By  the  same  Author.  ThirdEdition,  with  6 1  lates  and  118  Woodcuts.  8vo.  169. 

IBON  SBCIP  BTTILDINO,  its  History  and  Progress,  as  comprised  in  a 
Series  of  Experimental  Besearches  on  the  Laws  of  Strain ;  the  Strengths, 
Porms,  and  other  conditions  of  the  Material ;  and  an  Inquiry  into  the  Present 
and  Prospective  State  of  the  Navy,  including  the  Experimental  Besults  on 
the  Besisting  Powers  of  Armour  Plates  and  Shot  at  High  Velocities.  By  the 
same  Author.    With  4  Plates  and  130  Woodcuts.    8vo.  ISs, 

The  PRACTICAL  MECHANIC'S  JOTTBNAL:  an  Illustrated  Record 
of  Mechanical  and  Engineering  Science,  and  Epitome  of  Patent  Inventions. 
4ta  price  Is.  monthly. 

The  PRACTICAL  DRATTGHTSMAN'S  BOOK  of  INDUSTRIAL   BE- 

SIGN.  By  W.  JoHirsoir,  Assoc.  Inst.  G.£.  With  many  hundred  Illustrations. 
4to.  288.  6d, 

The  PATENTEE'S  MANITAL :  a  Treatise  on  the  Law  and  Practice  of 
Jjetters  Patent  for  the  use  of  .Patentees  and  Inventors.  By  J.  and  J.  H. 
JoHKSOV.    Post  8to.  78. 6d. 

The  ARTISAN  CLUB'S  TREATISE  on  the  STEAM  ENGINE,  in  its 
various  Applications  to  Mines,  Mills,  Steam  Navigation,  Railways  aod  Agri- 
culture. By  J.  BouBVE,  C.E.  Seventh  Edition ;  with  37  Plates  and  540 
Woodcuts.   4to.  4&8. 

Catechism  of  the  Steam  Engine,  in  its  yarious  Applications  to 
Mines,  Mills,  Steam  Navigation,  Railways,  and  Agriculture.  By  the  same 
Author.  With  199  Woodcuts.  Pep.  9».  The  iNTBODUcrioif  of 'Recent 
Improvements'  may  he  had  separately,  with  110  Woodcuts,  price  Ss.  Qd. 

Handhook  of  the  Steam  Engine.  By  the  same  Author,  formiag  a 
Key  to  the  Catechism  of  the  Steam  Engine,  with  67  Woodcuts.    Pep.  98. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  SCREW  PROPELLER,  SCREW  VESSELS,  and 

Screw  Engines,  as  adapted  for  purposes  of  Peace  and  War ;  illustrated  by 
many  Plates  and  Woodcuts.  By  the  same  Author.  New  and  enlarged 
Edition,  in  course  of  publication  in  24  Parts.    Royal  4to.  28,  Qd.  each. 

The  THEORY  of  WAR  Illustrated  by  numerous  Examples  from 
Hittoiy.  By  Lieut.-Col.  P.  L.  MacDoitgall.  Third  Edition,  with  10  Plans. 
yoBt  9f0.1Q8.Qd, 

0 
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The  ABT  of  PSBFUXSBT ;  the  Hifltorr  and  Theory  of  Odoora,  aod 
the  Methods  of  Bxtncttng  the  Aromas  of  Plants.  By  Dr.  PianB,¥.G.8. 
Third  Bdition,  with  68  Woodcuts.   Crofwn  8vo.  Ite.  6d. 

Ckcmieal,  Hatnral,  and  FhyaiDal  M^c,  for  JiiTeiifles  duriiig  the 
HolidayB.  By  the  same  Author.  Third  Bdition,  enlaiged,  with  88  Woodcats. 
Vcp.  8». 

TALPA;  or  the  Chronicles  of  a  ClajT  Farm.  By  C.  W.  Hoocnrs, 
Bsq.   Sixth  Bdition,  with  24  Woodeuta  l^  G.  Cbuucshasx.  lCmo.6f.6d. 

LOUDOK'S   ENCTCLOPJBBIA  of  AOSICULTTTSE :   comprisiDg  the 

laring-out,  Improvement,  and  Management  of  Landed  Properti^  and  the 
Cultiration  and  Economy  of  the  Productions  of  Agriculture.  With  1,1M 
Woodcuts.    8vo.  Sl«.  6d. 

London's  Enoylopaedia  of  Gardening:  comprisiDg  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Horticulture,  Floriculture,  Arboriculture,  and  ^Landafaqw  Gar- 
dening.   With  1,000  Woodcuts.    8vo.  SU.  6e7. 

London's  EncyclopaBdia  of  Cottage,  Parm,  and  Villa  Arehiteotnre 
and  Pumiture.    With  more  than  2,000  Woodcuts.   Sto.  42«. 

GABDEV  ABCHITECTITSE  and  LANDSCAPE  GASDEITIMG :  illos. 
trating  the  Architectural  Embellishment  of  Grardens,  with  Bnnarhs  on 
liandscape  Gardening  in  its  relation  to  Andiitecture.  By  JOHV  Asthvs 
HwOEBB.    8to.  with  194  Woodcuts,  14s. 

HI8T0BY  of  WIED80B  6SEAT   PAEK   and  WIVD80B  POBSST. 

Br  William  Mbhzies.  fi^sideut  Deputy-Surreyor.  With  2  Maps  and  20 
Photographs.    Imp.  folio,  £S  8«. 

BATLDOH'S  ABT  of  VALTTIirG  BENTS  and  TILLAGES,  and  Claims 

of  Tenants  upon  Quitting  Fiurms,  both  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-Day. 
Blghth  Bdition,  revised  by  J.  C.  Mobtos^.    8vo.  10s.  6d. 


Religious  and  Moral  Works. 

An  EXPOSITION  of  the  39  ABTICLE8,  Historical  and  BoctrinaL 
By  B.  Hasold  Bbowve,  D  J).  Lord  Bishop  of  Bly.    Seventh  Edit.  8vo.  16*. 

The  Pentatonch  and  the  Elohistic  Psalms,  in  Beply  to  Bishop  Colenso. 
By  the  same.   Second  Bdition.   8va  2s. 

Examination  Questions  on  Bishop  Browne's  Exposition  of  the 
Articles.   BytheBev.J.  Goble,  M.A.   Pep.  8t.6er. 

The  ACTS  of  the  APOSTLES ;  with  a  Commentary,  and  Practical  and 
Devotional  Suggestions  for  Readers  and  Students  of  the  EngUsh  Bible.  By 
the  Bev.  P.  C.  cook,  M.A.  Canon  of  Exeter,  &c.  New  Edition.  8vo.  12s.  6a. 

Tho  UPE  and  EPISTLES  of  ST.  PAUL.  By  W.  J.  Contbsabb, 
MJL  late  Pellow  uf  Trin.  ColLCantab.  and  J.  S.  HowBOir,  D.D.  Ute  Principal 
of  Liverpool  College. 

LiBRAXT  Bdxtiov,  with  all  the  Original  Illufltntiona,  Vajpn,  Landscapes 
•D  Steel,  Woodcuts,  Ac.    2  vols.  4ta  4Bs. 

iHTEnMSDiATB  EDITION,  with  a  Selection  of  Maps,  Plates,  and  Woodcuts. 
8  vols,  square  crown  8vo.  31s.  6d. 

Pbofli's  Bninoir,  revised  and  eondensed,  with  48  lUiistnlioBS  wA 
Maps.   2  vols,  crown  8vo.  12s. 
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The  YOYAOE  aiLd  SJUPWKEOX  of  8T.  PAITL ;  with  DimertationB 
on  the  lifb  and  Writings  of  St.  Luke  and  the  Ships  and  NaTwation  of  tlie 
Ancients.  By  James  Smith,  of  Jordanhill,  P.B..S.  Third  Edition,  with 
Frontispiece,  4  Charts,  and  11  Woodcuts.    Crown  8vo.  Ito.  Qd, 

FASTI  8ACBI,  or  a  Key  to  the  Chronology  of  the  New  Testament ; 
comprising  an  Historical  Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels,  and  Chronological 
Tables  generally  from  b.c.  70  to  aj>.  70 :  with  a  Preliminary  Dissertation  on 
the  Chronology  of  the  New  Testament,  and  other  Aids  to  the  elucidation  of 
the  subject.    By  TiKomab  Lbwin,  M.A.  F.8.A.    Imperial  8vo.42«. 

A  GBITIGAL  and  GBAMXATIGAL  COMHENTABT  on  8T.  FAITL'S 

Epistles.  By  C.  J.  Ellicott,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  andBristoL  8to 

OalatianS)  Third  Edition,  8«.  ed. 

Epheiiaai,  Third  Edition,  8«.  6</. 

Pastoral  Epistles,  Third  Edition,  IQa.  6d 

Philippians,  Colossians,  and  Philemon,  Third  Edition,  10«.  td. 

Thessalonians,  Second  Edition,  7s.  6<^. 

Historical  Leotnres  on  fhe  Life  of  onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  heing  the 
Hulsean  Lectures  for  1859.  By  the  same  Author.  Fourth  Edition.  8yo. 
price  108.  M. 

The  Destiny  of  the  Creature;  and  other  Sermons  preached  before 
the  University  of  Cambridge.    By  the  same.    Fourth  Edition.    Post  8to.  68, 

The  Broad  and  the  Narrow  Way;  Two  Sermons  preached  before 
the  TJnirersity  of  Cambridge.    By  the  same.    Crown  8vo.  2». 

Bev.  T.  E.  HOENE'S   INTBOBTTCTION  to   the  CBITICAL  STUDT 

and  Knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Eleventh  Edition,  corrected  and 
extended  under  careful  Editorial  revision.  With  4  Maps  and  22  Woodcuts 
and  Facsimiles.    4  vols.  8vo.  £3 13«.  9d. 

BoT.  T.  H.  Home's  Compendious  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the 
Bible,  being  an  Analysis  of  the  Imer  work  by  the  same  Author.  Be-edited 
by  the  Bev.  Johi7  Aybe,  MA..    With  Maps.  &c.    Post  8vo.    9s. 

The  TBEASXTBY  of  BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE ;  being  a  Dictionary  of  the 

Books,  Persons,  Places.  Events,  and  other  matters  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  Holy  Scripture:  intended  to  establish  its  Authority  aud  illustrate  its 
Contents.  By  Bev.  J.  Aybb,  MA..  With  Maps,  16  Plates,  and  numerous 
Woodcuts.    Fcp.  109.  6d. 

The  GBEEK  TESTAHEKT;  with  Notes,  Grammatical  and  Exegetical. 
By  the  Bev.  W.  Wsbbteb,  MJl.  aud  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Wilkivsok,  MJL  2 
vols.  8vo.  £2  4tf. 

Vol.  I.  the  Gospels  and  Acts,  20«. 

Vol.  IL  the  Epistles  and  Apocalypse,  24f. 

EVEBY-BAT  SCBIFTUBE  DIFFICULTIES  explained  and  illustrated. 
By  J.  £.  PsESCOTT,  MJL  Vol.  L  McUthew  and  Mark ;  Vol.  IL  JJuke  and 
John.    2  vols.  8vo.  9s.  each. 

The  FEKTATEUCH  and  BOOK  of  JOSHTJA  CBITICALLY  EXAKHrED. 
By  the  Bight  Bev.  J.  W.  CoLEirso.  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Natal.  People's 
Edition,  in  1  vol.  crown  8vo.  Qs,  or  in  5  Parts,  Is.  each. 

The  FEHTATEUCH  and  BOOK  of  JOfiEVA  CBITICALLY  EZAXnnBD. 

By  Prof.  A.  KusifEir,  of  Leyden.  Translated  from  the  Dutch,  and  edited 
with  Notes,  by  J.  W.  CoLEirso,  D.D.  Bishop  of  NataL   8vo.  6s.  6d. 


so  NEW  WORKS  PUBLIBHBD  B7  LONGMAKS  akd  GO. 

The  CH17EGH  and  the  WOBID :  Essays  on  Questions  of  the  Daj. 
By  VariouR  Writers.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Obby  Shipley.  M.A.  Second 
Iilditiou,  thoroughly  revised,  8vo.  ISs, 

The  FORDOLATIOH  of  CHRISTENDOM.  Part  L  By  T.  W.  Almks, 
8vo.  12*. 

CHRISTENDOM'S  DIVISIONS :  a  Philosophical  Sketch  of  the  Divi- 
sions of  the  Christian  Family  in  East  and  West.  By  Edmuitd  S.  Ffottlkes, 
formerly  Fellow  and  Tutor  of«Jesu8  Coll.  Oxford.    Post  8vo.  7«.  6d. 

Christendom's  Divisions,  Part  II.  Greeks  and  Latins,  being  a  His- 
tory of  their  Dissensions  and  Overtures  for  Peace  down  to  the  Reformation. 
By  the  same  Author.  INearly  ready. 

The  LIFE  of  CHRIST :  an  Eclectic  Gospel,  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  arranged  on  a  New  Principle,  with  Analytical  Tables,  Ac.  By 
CHARI.BS  De  la  I^yve.  MJL  Triu.  Coll.  Camb.    Revised  Edition,  8vo.  C«. 

The  HIDDEN  WISDOM  of  CHRIST  and  the  KET  of  EN0WLED6E ; 

or.  History  of  the  Apocrypha.    By  Ernest  db  Bunseit.   2  vols.  8vo.  28». 

ESSATS  on  RELIGION  and  LITERATURE.  Edited  by  the  Most 
Rev.  Archbishop  HiABiniro.    8vo.  10«.  M. 

The  TEMPORAL  MISSION  of  the  HOLY  GHOST ;  or.  Reason  and 
Revelation.  By  the  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Maitning.  Second  Edition. 
Crown  8V0.  8*.6</. 

ESSAYS  and  REVIEWS.  Bjr  the  Rev.  W.  Temflb,  D.D.  the  Bev. 
R.  Williams,  B.D.  the  Rev.  B.  Powell,  M.A.  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Wilson, 
B.D.  G.  W.  Goodwin,  M.A.  the  Rev.  M.  Pattison,  B  J),  and  the  Rev.  B. 
JoWETT,  M.A.   Twelfth  Edition.    Pep.  8vo.  6<. 

MOSHEIM^S  ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.  Murdock  and  Soames's 
Translation  and  Notes,  re-cdited  by  the  Rev.  W.  Stubss,  MJL  3  vols. 
8vo.  46«. 

BISHOP  JEREMY  TAYLOR'S  ENTIRE  WORKS:  With  Life  by 
Bishop  Heber.  Revised  and  corrected  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Edbn,  10  vola. 
price  £5  S«. 

PASSING  THOUGHTS  on  RELIGION.  Bj  the  Author  of  'Amy 
Herbert.*    New  Edition.    Fcp.  8vo.  5«. 

Thoughts  for  the  Holy  Week,  for  Yonng  Persons.  By  the  same 
Author.    Third  Edition.    Fcp.8vo.  2«. 

Self-Examination  before  Confirmation.  By  the  same  Author.  32mo. 
price  l«.  fid. 

Readings  for  a  Month  Preparatory  to  Confirmation,  firom  Writers 
ofthe  Early  and  English  Church.    By  the  same.   Fcp.  4s. 

Readings  for  Every  Day  in  Lent,  compiled  from  the  Writings  of 
Bishop  Jeremy  Taylor.    By  the  same.   Fcp.  69. 

Preparation  for  the  Holy  Communion;  the  Devotions  chiefly  firom 
the  works  of  Jeremy  Taylor.   By  the  same.   32mo.  8«. 

PRINCIPLES  of  EDUCATION  Drawn  from  Nature  and  Revelatios, 

aud  applied  to  Female  Education  in  the  Upper  Classes.    By  the  same. 
2vols.fcp.12f.6ef. 


NEW  WORKS  PVBLIBHBD  BT  LONGMANS  utd  GO.  21 


The  WIFE'S  MANUAL ;  or,  Prayers,  Thoughts,  and  Songs  on  Several 
Occasions  of  a  Math>n's  Life.  By  the  Bev.  W.  Oalvebt,  MA.  Crown  8to. 
price  108,  fid, 

SPIBITirAL  SOKGS  for  the  SUNDAYS  and  HOLIDAYS  through* 
out  the  Tear.  By  J.  S.  B.  Monsell,  LL.D.  Yicar  of  Egham.  Fourth  Edition. 
Fcp.  4«.  6d, 

The  Beatitudes :  Abasement  before  God  ;  Sorrow  for  Sin  ;  Meekness 
of  Spirit:  Desire  for  Holiness;  Gentleness;  Purity  of  Heart;  the  Peace- 
makers ;  Sufferings  for  Christ.    By  the  same.   Third  Edition.    Fcp.  98, 6d. 

LYSA  DOMESTIGA;  Christian  Songs  for  Domestic  Edification. 
IVanslated  fh>m  the  Psaltery  and  Harp  of  C.  J.  P.  Spitta..  and  fh>m  other 
sources,  by  Bichabd  Massib.  Fibst  and  Second  Sbbibs,  fcp.  4*.  6d,  each. 

LYEA  SAGBA;  Hymns, 'Ancient  and  Modem,  Odes  and  Fragments 
of  Sacred  Poetry.  Edited  by  the  Ber.  B.  W.  Sayile,  UJL  Third  Edition, 
enlarged  and  improred.    Fcp.  58, 

LYBA  OEBHANICA,  translated  from  the  German  by  Miss  0.  Wink- 
worth.  Fibst  Sbbies,  Hymns  for  the  Sundays  and  Chief  Festivals; 
Second  Series,  the  Christian  Life.   Fcp.  58,  each  Sebies. 

Hymns  from  Lyra  Gennanica,  ISmo.  U, 

LYRA  EtrCHAJtlSTIGA ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  the  Holy  Communion, 
A  ncient  and  Modem :  with  other  Poems.  Edited  by  the  Bev.  Obbt  Ship- 
ley, MJL.    Second  Edition.    Fcp.  78,  6d, 

Lyra  Messianica ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  the  Life  of  Christ,  Ancient 
and  Modem;  with  other  Poems.  By  the  same  Editor.  Second  Edition, 
altered  and  enlarged.    Fcp.  78.  dd, 

Lyra  Uystica ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  Sacred  Subjects,  Ancient  and 
Modem.   By  the  sune  Editor.    Fcp.  78. 6d. 

The  CHOBALE  BOOK  for  EKGLAHD;  a  complete  Hymn-Book  in 
accordance  with  the  Services  and  Festivals  of  the  Church  of  England :  the 
Hymns  translated  by  Miss  C.  Winhwobth  i  the  tunes  arranged  by  Prof. 
w.  S. Bennett  and  Otto  Goldschxidt.   Fcp.  4to.  128, 9d, 

Congregational  Edition.    Fcp.  2«. 

The  CATHOLIC  DOCTBINE  of  the  ATONEKEKT:  an  Historical 
Inquiry  into  its  Development  in  the  Church;  with  an  Introduction  on  the 
Principle  of  Theological  Developments.  By  H.  N.  Oxbnham,  M.A.  for- 
merly Scholar  of  BaiUiol  College,  Oxford.    8vo.  Ss,  6d. 

FBOM  SUNDAY  TO  SUNDAY :  an  attempt  to  consider  familiarly  the 
Weekday  Life  and  Labours  of  a  Country  Clergyman.  By  R.  Gbb,  M.A. 
Yicar  of  Abbott's  Langley  and  Bural  Dean.    Fcp.  58, 

Our  Sennons :  an  Attempt  to  consider  familiarly,  but  reverently,  the 
Preacher's  Work  in  the  present  day.    By  the  saine  Author.     Fcp.  68, 

PALEY'S  UOBAL  FHILOBOPHY,  with  Annotations.  By  Biohabd 
Whatblt,  DJ>.  late  Archbishop  of  Dublin.   8vo.  7«. 


NBW  W0EK8  wsiiiHaD  sr  LONGMAaiS  jjn>  00. 


Travels^  Voyages^  <^c. 

I0I-CATE8  of  TSAHCE  and  SWITZSBLAHD ;  a  Karratire  of  Sab- 
terranean  Exploration.  By  the  £ev.  G.  P.  Browns,  M.A.  Fellow  and 
AsBistant-Tutor  of  St.  Catherine's  Coll.  Cambridge,  MJLC.  With  11  Slua- 
trations  on  Wood.    Square  crown  8to.  128. 6d. 

VILLAGE  LIFE  in  SWITZEBLAND.  By  Sopbia  D.  Dxlmabd. 
Post  8to.  98.  Qd. 

HOW  WE  SPEHT  the  SXmEB ;  or,  a  Voyage  en  Zigzag  in  Switaer- 
land  and  Tyrol  with  some  Members  of  the  Ajlfixb  Cltib.  From  the  Sketch- 
Book  of  one  of  the  Party.  Third  Edition^  re>  drawn.  In  oblong  4to.  with 
about  300  Illustrations,  158, 

BEATEN  TBACX8 ;  or,  Pen  and  Pencil  Sketches  in  Italy.  By  the 
Authoress  of  *  A  Voyage  en  Zigzag.'  With  42  Plates,  containing  about  200 
Sketches  firom  Drawings  made  on  the  Spot.    8to.  168. 

XAF  of  the  CHAIN  of  MONT  BLANC,  from  an  actual  Surrey  in 
1869—1864.  By  A.  Adahs-Reillt,  F.R.6.S.  M.A.C.  Published  under  the 
Authority  of  the  Alpine  Club.  In  Chromolithography  on  extra  stout 
drawing-paper  28in.  x  L7in.  price  10*.  or  mounted  on  canvas  in  a  folding 
case,  128. 6a. 

TBANSYLVANIA,  its  FEOBTTCTS  and  ite  PEOPLE.    By  Chabixs 

BoNBS.  With  6  Maps  and  43  Ulustrations  on  Wood  and  in  Chromolitho- 
graphy.   8vo.  21«. 

EXPLORATIONS  in  80T7TH  WEST  APEICA,  from  Walvisch  Bay  to 
Lake  Ngami  and  the  Victoria  Falls.  By  Teoila.8  Baikes,  F  JLG.8.  8to. 
with  Map  and  Illustrations,  21«. 

VANCOTTTEB  I8LANB  and  BEITISH  COLTTKBIA;  their  History, 
Besouroes,  and  Prospects.  By  Hatthxw  Macfib,  F.B.GJS.  With  Mape 
and  Illustrations.    8yo.  18«. 

HI8T0BT  of  BI8C0VERT  in  onr  ATTSTBALA8IAN    COLONIES, 

Australia.  Tasmania,  and  New  Zealand,  from  the  Earliest  Date  to  the 
Present  I3ay.  By  Williaic  Howitt.  With  3  Mape  of  the  Beoent  Explora- 
tions fh>m  Oi&Gial  Sources.   2  toIs.  8to.  80«. 


The  CAPITAL  of  the  TTCOON ;  a  Narrative  of  a  Three  Years* 

deuce  in  Japan.   By  Sir  Buthbbiobd  AIiCOCK,  E.C3.   2  vols.  Svo.  with 
numerous  Illustrations,  42«. 

PLOBBNCE,  the  NEW  CAPITAL  of  ITALY.    ByC.R.WBU).   With 
several  Engrayings  on  Wood  from  Drawings  by  the  Author.    Post  Svo. 

The  DOLOMITE  MOUNTAINS.  Excnrsions  through  Tyrol,  Carinthia, 
Camiola,  and  Friuli  in  1861,  1862,  and  1863.  By  J.  Gilbbst  and  G.  C. 
Chubohill,  F.B.G.S.  With  numerous  Illustrations.  Square  erowa 
8vo.  218. 

A  STTMXEB  TOITB  in  the  GBI80N8  and  ITALIAN  VALLEYS  of 

the  Bemina.   ByMn.  Hbbxt  Fxbbhbibij).   With  2  Coloured  Maps  and 
4  Views.    Post  8yo.  108.  Qd. 

Alpine  Byeways ;  or,  Light  Leaves  gathered  in  1859  and  1860.  By 
the  same  Authoress.   Post  8vo.  with  Illustrations,  10«.  641* 


NEW  WORKS  PUBUSHID  BT  LONGMAKS  AKD  CO.  2S 


A  LADTS  TOTTB  BOTTNB  MOITTE  BOSA;  inclading  Yisite  to  the 
Italian  y alleys.    With  Map  and  Ulustrations.   Boat  8vo.  14«. 

GXriDE  to  the  FTSEKEES,  for  the  use  of  Mountaineers.  By 
Ghaslbs  Packe.    With  Maps,  Ac,  and  Appendix.    Fcp.  6s. 

The  ALPINE  GXTIBE.    B7  John  Ball,  M.B.I.A.  late  President  of 

th«  Alpine  Club.   Post  Sto.  with  Maps  and  other  Illustrations. 

Guide  to  the  Eastern  Alps,  nearli/  ready. 

Onide  to  the  Western  Alps,  inclading  Mont  Blanc,  Monte  Rosa, 
Zermatt,  &c.    78.  6d. 

Onide  to  the  Oherland  and  all  Switzerland,  excepting  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Monte  Bosa  and  the  Great  St.  Bernard ;  with  Lombardy  and  the 
adjoining  portion  of  Tyrol.    7«.  Qd, 

A  OTTIBE  to  SPAIN.  By  H.  O^Sjtoa.  Post  870.  with  Trarelling 
Map,  16s. 

CHEISTOPEEB  COLUMBUS;  his  Life,  Voyages,  and  DiscoTeries. 
Beyised  Edition,  with  4  Woodcuts.    ISmo.  28.  dd. 

CAPTAIN  JAHES  COOK ;  his  Life,  Voyages,  and  DiscoTeiies.   Berised 

Edition,  with  numerous  Woodcuts.    18mo.  2«.  Qd. 

HUHBOLDrS  TBAVELS  and  BISCOVEBIES  in  SOUTH  AKEBICA. 

Third  Edition,  with  numerous  Woodcuts.    18mo.  28.  Qd. 

HABBATIVES  of  SHIPWBECKS  of  the  BOYAL  NAVY  between  1793 
and  1867,  compiled  from  OflBdal  Documents  in  the  Admiralty  by  W.  O.  S. 
GiLLT ;  with  a  Preface  by  W.  S.  Gillt,  D.D.    Third  Edition.    Pep.  to. 

A  WEEK  at  the  LAND'S  END.  By  J.  T.  Blight  ;  assisted  by  £. 
B.  Bopp,  B.  Q.  CoxrcH,  and  J.  Balps.  With  Map  and  96  WoodcutB.  Pop. 
price  68.  Qd, 

VISITS  to  BENCABXABLE  PLACES:  Old  Halls,  Battle-lTields,  and 
Scenes  Illustrative  of  Striking  Passages  in  English  History  and  Poetry. 
By  William  Howitt.  2  yols.  square  crown  8to.  with  Wood  Engrayingi, 
price  268. 

The  BUBAL  LIFE  of  ENOLANB.  By  the  same  Author.  With 
Woodcuts  by  Bewick  and  Williams.   Medium  8yo.  12s.  M. 


Works  of  Fiction. 


ATHEBSTONE  PBIOBY.    By  L.  N.  Coimr.    2  toIs.  post  Syo.  21«. 

Ellice :  a  Tale.    By  the  same  Author.    Post  8yo.  9«.  6d, 

STOBIES  and  TALES  by  the  Author  of  '  Amy   Herbert,'  uniform 
Edition,  each  Tale  or  Story  complete  in  a  single  Volume. 


AuT  Hesbest,  25. 6d. 
Gebtbvde,  28.  Gd. 
Eabl's  Dauohtek,  28.  ad. 
ExPBBiEzrcE  op  Live,  28.  Gd,' 
Oleyb  Hall,  8f . 8d. 


I IVOBS,  B8.  6d. 

Kathariite  AsHTOir,  Ss.  dd, 
Maboabbt  Pebciyal,  68. 
Laitetob^  Pabsoit AOB,  48,  9d, 

TJBSULA,49.6d. 


A  Glimpse  of  the  World.   By  the  Author  of  'Amy  Herbert'  Fcp.  7«.  Sd, 
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THE  SIX  8I8TEBS  of  the  VALLETS :  an  Historical  Bomance.  By 
W.  BsAMLKT-MoosB,  H.A.  Incumbent  of  Gerrard's  Cross,  Bucks.  Third 
Edition,  with  14  Illustrations.    Crown  8to.  59. 

The  GLASIATOES :  A  Tale  of  Borne  and  Jadsea.  Bj  G.  J.  Whttb 
KxLYiLLB.   Crown  8vo.  tis, 

Dighy  Grand,  an  Antobiographj.    By  the  same  Author.     1  vol.  5#. 

Kate  Coyentry,  an  Aatobiographj.    By  the  same.     1  toL  5s. 

General  Bounce,  or  the  Lady  and  the  Locusts.   By  the  same.    1  toI.  5t. 

Holmhy  House,  a  Tale  of  Old  Northamptonshire.    1  yoI.  5«. 

Good  for  Nothings,  or  All  Down  Hill.    By  the  same.     1  vol.  6s, 

The  Queen's  Maries,  a  Romance  of  Holyrood.    1  toL  6». 

The  Interpreter,  a  Tale  of  the  War.    By  the  same.     1  toI.  5«. 

TALES  from  GESEE  MYTHOLOGY.  By  George  W.  Cox,  M.A. 
late  Scholar  of  Trin.  Coll.  Oxon.    Second  Edition.    Square  16mo.  Sff.  6d. 

Tales  of  the  Gods  and  Heroes.  By  the  same  Author.  Second 
Edition.   Pep.  6«. 

Tales  of  Thebes  and  Argos.    By  the  same  Author.    Fcp.  4«.6if. 

BECKEB'S  GALLITS ;  or,  Roman  Scenes  of  the  Time  of  Augostua  : 
with  Notes  and  Excursuses  illustrative  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  the 
Ancient  Bomans.    New  Edition.    Post  8vo.  Is.  Qd. 

BECEEB'8  CHABIOLES ;  a  Tale  illustrative  of  Private  Life  among  the 
Ancient  Greeks :  with  Notes  and  Excursuses.  New  Edition.  Post  8vo.  7^.  Bd. 

ICELANDIC  LEGENDS.  Collected  by  Jon  Arnason.  Selected  and 
Translated  from  the  Icelandic  by  6.  E.  J.  Powell  and  E.  Hagnussok. 
Second  Sbbies,  with  Notes  and  an  Introdnctory  Essay  on  the  Origin  and 
Genius  of  the  Icelandic  Folk-Lore,  and  8  Illustrations  on  Wood.    Cr.  8vo.  21c. 

The  WABDEN:  a  Novel.  By  Anthony  Tbolloi*b.  Crown  8vo.  2s.  6^^. 

Barcheiter  Towers  :  a  Sequel  to  *  The  Warden.'  By  the  same 
Author.    Crown  8vo.  $8. 6d. 


Poetry  and  The  Drama. 

GOETHE'S  SECOND  7ATJST.  Translated  by  Jobn  Anbtes,  LL.P. 
M.B.I.A.  Besius  Professor  of  Civil  Law  in  the  University  of  Dublin.  Post 
8vo.  15c. 

TASSO'B  JEEXrSALEX  DELIVEBED.  Translated  into  English  Verse 
by  Sir  J.  Kingston  Jamxs,  Kt.  SIJL.   2  vols.  fcp.  with  Facsimile,  I4c. 

POETICAL  WOEKS  of  JOHN  EBMTrNB  EEABE ;  with  final  Revision 
and  Additions.   3  vols.  fcp.  18c.  or  each  vol.  separately,  6c. 

IIOOEE'S  POETICAL  WOBES,  Cheapest  Editions  complete  in  1  vol. 
including  the  Autobiographical  Prefaces  and  Author's  last  Notes,  which  are 
still  copyright.  Crown  8vo.  ruby  type,  with  Portrait,  Cs.  or  People's 
Edition,  in  larger  type,  12c.  ed. 

Hoore'g  Poetical  Works,  as  above.  Library  Edition,  mediam  8to. 
with  Portrait  and  Tignette,  14c.  or  in  10  vols.  fcp.  Sc.  9d.  each. 
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MOOBE'S  ntlSH  MELODIES,  Maclise's  Edition,  irith  161  Steel  Plates 
firom  Origiual  Drawings.    Super-royal  8yo.  319. 6d, 

Miniature  Edition  of  Moore's  Irish  Melodies  -with  Maclise's  De- 
signs (as  above)  reduced  in  LithograpLy.    Imp.  16mo.  Ids.  Qd. 

MOOBE'S  LALLA  BOOKH.  Tenniel's  Edition,  with  68  Wood 
Engravings  flrom  original  Drawings  and  other  Illustrations.    Fcp.  4to.  218. 

SOTJTHET'S  POETICAL  WOBKS,  with  the  Author's  last  Corrections 
and  copyright  Additions.  Library  Edition,  in  1  vol.  medium  8vo.  with 
Portrait  and  Vignette,  149.  or  in  10  vols.  fcp.  3s.  6d.  each. 

LAYS  of  ANCIENT  BOME ;  with  Ivry  and  the  Armada.  By  the 
Bight  Hon.  Lobb  Macavlay.    16mo.  48. 6d. 

Lord  Macanlay's  Lays  of  Aneient  Borne.  With  90  Illustrations  on 
Wood,  Original  and  from  the  Antique,  from  Drawings  by  6.  Schasf.  Fcp. 
4>to.  219. 

Miniature  Edition  of  Lord  Macanlay's  Lays  of  Ancient  Borne, 
with  Maclise's  Designs  (as  above)  reduced  in  Lithography.  Imp.  l6mo. 
109.6c;. 

POEMS.    By  Jean  Inoelow.    Eleyenth  Edition.    Fcp.  8vo.  Bs. 

Poems  by  Jean  Ingelow.  A  New  Edition,  with  nearly  100  Illustra- 
tions by  Eminent  Artist-s,  engraved  on  Wood  by  the  Brothers  Dalziel. 
Fcp.  4to.  219. 

POETICAL  WOBKS  of  LETITIA  ELIZABETH  LANDON  CL.E.L.) 
2  vols.  16mo.  109. 

PLATTIME  with  the  POETS :  a  Selection  of  the  hest  English  Poetry 
for  the  use  of  Children.   By  a  Lady.   Revised  Edition.   Crown  8vo.  69. 

SHABSPEABE'S  SONNETS  NEVEB  BEFOBE  INTEBPBETED; 
hisPBIVATE  FRIENDS  identified;  together  with  a  recovered  LIKE- 
NESS of  HI  HSELF.    By  GE£ALD  M ASSET.    8V0.189. 

BOWDLEB'S  EAMILT  8HAK8PEABE,  cheaper  Genuine  Edition, 
complete  in  1  vol.  large  type,  with  36  Woodcut  Illustrations,  price  149.  or 
with  the  same  Jxlusteations,  in  6  pocket  vols.  39.  Qd.  each. 

ABTINDINES  CAMI,  sive  Masarom  Cantabrigiensium  Losns  canori. 
Collegit  atque  edidit  H.  Dbuey,  M Jk..  Editio  Sezta,  curavit  H.  J.  HoDOSOir, 
M.A.    Crown  8vo.  Is.  dd. 

The  JENEID  of  YIBGIL  Translated  into  English  Verse.  By  John 
CoNiiraTOiT.  M.A.  Corpus  Professor  of  Latin  in  the  Univendty  of  Oxford. 
Crown  Svo.  99. 

The  ILIAD  of  HOMEB  TBAHSLATED  into  BLANK  TEBSE.    By 

ICHABOD  CnABLES  WEIGHT,  M.A.  late  Fellow  of  Magd.  Coll.  Oxon.   2  voUi. 
crown  Sva  219. 

The  ILIAD  of  HOMEB  in  ENGLISH  HEXAMETEB  VEBSE.  By 
J.  Hbkbt  Daet,  M  Jl.  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford :  Author  of  *  The  Exile  of 
St.  Helena,  Newdigate,  1838.'    Square  orovrn  Svo.  219. 

DANTE'S  DIVINE  COMEDY,  translated  in  English  Terza  Rima  hy 
JoHV  "Datjlls,  M.A.  [With  the  Italian  Text,  after  Bnmetti,  interpaged.] 
8vo.  219. 
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Rural  SportSj  6fc. 


EVCTCLOF^fiBIA  of  BTJSAL  8P0BTS;  a  complete  Accoant,  His- 
torical, Practical,  and  Descriptiye,  of  Hunting,  Shooting,  Fishing^  BaoiDg, 
Ac.  By  D.  P.  Blaiitb.  "With  above  600  Woodcuts  (20  from  Besigns  I7 
JoHV  Lxbch).   8vo.  4a«. 

VOTES  on  BI7LE  8EOOTIK0.  Bj  Captain  Hbatok,  Adjutant  of 
the  Third  Manchester  Eifle  Volunteer  Cioips.    Aevised  Edition.  Fcp.  2s.  Od. 

COL.  HAWKEB*S   INSTBTTOTIONS  to  YOTTKe  8F0BTSMEN  in  all 

that  relates  to  Guns  and  Shooting.    Eevised  by  the  Author's  Son.    Bgnare 
crown  8vo.  with  Illustrations,  I84. 

The  BIFLE,  its  THEOBY  and  PBACTICE.  By  Arthur  Walkbr 
(79th  Highlanders),  Staff.  Hythe  and  Fleetwood  Schools  of  Musketry. 
SMOnd  Edition.    Crown  8vo.  with  125  Woodcuts,  hs. 

The  DEAD  SHOT,  or  Sportsman's  Complete  Guide ;  a  Treatise  on 
the  Use  of  the  Gun,  Dog-breakinfr.  Piffeon*8hooting,  &c.  By  Marksmav. 
Bevised  Edition.    Fep.  8vo.  with  Plates.  6«. 

HINTS  on  SHOOTINO,  FISHIKO,  Ac.  both  on  Sea  and  Land  and  in 
the  Fresh  and  Saltwater  Lochs  of  Scotland;  being  the  Experiences  of 
G.  Iblb.    Second  Edition,  revised.    Fcp.  <te. 

The  FLT^IBHEB'S  EKTOMOLOOY.  By  Alfred  Ronai.d6.  With 
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